
REFORM IN THE ARM
SECRETARY ROOT HAS A PLAN

WHICH HE HOPES CONGRESS
WILL ADOPT

THE POWER OF SELECTION

Alcllxxl Wlilvli Has Mmiy Adran-
tngpm, but nt the Same Time Might
Lend to Serious Al>nsen—Instrnc-
tt:i<i in Handling- Lnrise Bodies of
51«mi (die of the Thinks Which Is

i 91oHt Seeded.

WASHINGTON, D. C, Jan. G.-(3pe-
e£ai.) —Secretary of War Root Is anxious
to have congress pass legislation at fhis
session beneficial to the Ulnted States
army. An expert has undertaken to
point out to Secretary Root and the
people Just what advantages can be se-
cured at the hands of the legislative

branch of the government. The following

is an outline o£ this gentleman's views:
An adequate process of selection ac-

cording to merit and effectiveness among
the officers Of the army, so that the
men of superior ability and power may
be known and placed In positions involv-
ing responsibility and authority.

The exercise and training of the offi-
cers and men of the army in the move-
ments Of large bodies of troops by bri-
gade, division and corps, under conditions
approaching as nearly as possible those
to be anticipated in executing the plans

• ; Por their action In war.
It is much easier to lay down the first

of these propositions than it is to carry
it out In a way to produce the best re-
sults, yet the power of selection ac-
cordlng to merit and effectiveness should
be reposed by law in the authorities re- j
Bponsibli for the care and efficiency of
the army. This power of selection should
run through the whole military estab-
lishment, from the top to the bottom,
and should include In its scope the com-
manding general as well as the young-
est lieutenant. It now exists in an un-
limited extent as to the non-commis-
sioned or warrant officers, and to a lim-
ited extent as to commissioned officers.
What Is needed, therefore, is not a new
power of selection..in the case of com-
missioned officers, _ >ut an extension and
regulation of a pc Ver already existing
in a minor degree. Commissioned of-
ficers are now required to pass an ex-
amination for promotion from one grade
to another. If a candidate for promotion
fills to oass his examination he ia not
promoted, but remains in the lower grade
until another opportunity for promotion |
occurs, when he is again examined. If

he fails to pass this second examination
his chances of promotion are at an end,
and he is either placed on the l'etired
list or dropped from the army altogether.

This power of selection is still further
limited by the fact that commissioned
officers from second lieutenant to colonel
are ordered before examining boards for
promotion by seniority of commission, j
Thus there is no power of selection as |
to what officer shall be ordered for pro- j
motion in any jriven case. This Is deter-
mined by a glance at the army regis-

ter.
POWER'OF SELECTION 1.

If full power of selection were conferred
upon the proper authorities in time of
peace, and if it were exercised with in-
telligence and without favoritism, it
Would, as the secretary says, "afford an
Incentive to exertion and a reward for

professional attainments and effective

service. While stimulating the develop-

ment of the capable officer and bringing?

to the front the men best able to bear
responsibility and perform the difficult
duties to be confronted in actual hos-

tilities." This is the bright side of the

Bhleld.
EfUt if this power of selection is to be j

subject In practice to social and political
Influence, its existence would be a calam-

ity to the army and disastrous to the
country. This is the dark side of the

shield. That the danger of this very

thing i« not imaginary is amply demon-

strated by the unfortunate experience of

the past. When heretofore the power

of selection lor appointments to or pro-

motion in the army, or of details to at-

tractive duties or pleasant posts, has ex-

ited In an unlimited degree, its exer-

cise almost always has been controlled by

social or political influences. Nowhere

has this been better known nor more
bitterly resented than in the army, yet

the army has been helpless to prevent .the
practice. Congress can so legislate as

to minimize these evils, and wUI so »eg-

lslate If the people, their constituents, de-

mand Buch legislation, for while t Is the
amy that suffers in the first instance

from the favoritism that Hows from the

social or the oolitical pull, it Is the peo-

ple who suffer in the last Instance

The men who make the laws and the

me who carry them out, the senators

SmS£ /^ust thos^social and political

influences against which the army must

be piously guarded If it is to be what
the peopl- ought to demand that it be. an

efficient and effective military machine,

ad unless it be that it has no reason
to exist at all. Difficult as this phase of

he problem is. as regards the regular
army It Is simple as compared with that

whlch confronts us when we come to

consider the volunteer army. But of that

ben ifter.

REGULAR ARMY.

The regular army is small, and always

will be small, as compared with the needs
of the country in war. To make it what
It should be, a model military establish-
ment presents no insuperable difficulties
for either the legislative or the executive
branch of the government, if only the

former brings to the work intelligence,

the latter honesty of purpose, and both
patriotism. The form of intelligence that

is required is that which is capable of
discarding the idea thai Americans are
superior to everybody .else and know it
all, because, by the help of France, we
won our independence from Great Britain,

and maintained it against her at a time

when she was exerting her whole strength

of men 'and money in tne effort to de-
stroy Napoleon; because we defeated
Mcx'ico when that country was rent by

internal factions; because we put down

the secession movement by force of arms
after a long and doubtful struggle, or be-
cause we crushed decaying Spain in a
few weeks. We accomplished none of
these things by reason of the intelligent
foresight that leads to preparation for an
emergency, fop, as a nation, we have
never displayed that quality. Our legisla-

tors should have the intelligence to learn
from our own experience and from that
of others as well. In this way hindsight
may be transformed Into foresight.
Wherever a foreign army has a better
•nilltary system in whole or in part than
furs, a better formation for any arm
of its service, a better method of supply-
ing Its troops In peace or war, a better
general staff, better drill regulations, bet-

fter guns, better powder, better imple-
{ ments and material of war generally or
I specifically—in short, better anything thanI ours, the legislative and executive
'branches of our government should have
the intelligence to know it and tke ability
tind willingness to profit by it.

No war in the future should find us In
.Vjb state of unpreparedness that the Span-
jm,^war did, a condition for which con-
|^L^> and the people are themselves alone

\u25a0 lame. Our speedy success demon-
not our superior preparation, butBe Inferior preparation of our enemy;

\u25a0t our strength, but his weakness. If
X continue to let the future take care of

I^B'tf. as we have done heretofore, in-
Bi id of taking steps to prepare for any

\u25a0 Urgencies that may arise," no matter
M' far away and improbable they may
Hjm, nor how .sudden and formidable UieyBray be, a day of disaster such as in our

\u25a0renaration we have seen come to Austria,
%0 .Trance, to Turkey, to China and to

YIN MARIANI
Mariani Wins—Worid Famous Tonic

Many tbouiaud physicians and million! of
persons during me pait thirty-live years
huve thoroughly leited Yin Marianl and lu-
varlably experienced beneficial effect*.
Thousand* of famous men and women from
almost erery walk of life have praised Vln
JUriiuii in poi-try and prose, in music
sculpture and pilntiig. Try ,Yin Marlani.
on its merits.

M,ld by all dru: gists. Refuse Substitutes.

Spain may come to us. The power of se-
lecting army officers for promotion ac-
cording to merit and effectiveness should
be granted to those in high authority over
the army as one step in the right direc-
tion, but it should be so hedged about, if
human ingenuity can so hedge it about,
that the merit and effectiveness so re-
warded shall be military, and neither so-
cial nor political.

SECOND PROPOSITION.
Tho last of the propositions, as above

quoted, proves itself. It needs but to b«
stated to be accepted by Intelligent minds.
It follows as a matter of course that
army officers who have seen a brigade or-
ganized or drilled, or on the march, much
less a division, which is a collection of bri-
gades; or a corps, which is a collection of
divisions—it follows that such officers can-
not be expected to perform well, let alone
perfectly, ' the duties required of them
when war comes. There is but one thing
in connection with this phase of the sub-
ject that need be said by way of expla-
nation, and that the secretary has stated
very clearly. It is that "the collection of

large bodies of men presents, not the same
difficulties presented by a small body mul-
tiplied or increased in degree, but entirely

new difficulties which only experience can
qualify men to meet."

The care, the discipline, the sanitation
and many of the duties of a large body of
men, as a division, a corps, or army are
new to men who have dealt only with a
company or oven a regiment. It is idle

to expect high, let alone the highest, ef-

ficiency from those in command of such
large bodies in war unless they have had
previous experience in peace in the duties
thus suddenly devolved upon them.

Congress has never provided any way in

which the men who are to bear the bur-

dens of these responsibilities in war could
or can In peace gain the experience that

would be so useful, not so much to them-
selves, but to those with whose care they

are charged. Will congress continue re-
miss in this matter, or will it exercise in-
telligent foresight in its military legisla-

tion? #
-J. S. Van Antwerp.

NOVEL PROCEEDING.
RiKltt of Wnr Department to Con-

trol Retired OJHcera Involved.
WASHINGTON, Jan. 6.—Under orders

issued by Gen. Merritt, commanding the
department of the East, a general court-
martial, of which Col. F. L. Guenther,

Fourth artillery, is president, met at
Washington barracks, In this city, to-
day for the trial of Capt. Robert W.
Shufclut, TT. S. A., retired, on the charge

of enrduct unbecoming an officer and a
gentleman. The case is a peculiar one,

in that it involves the right of the mili-
tary authorities to compel a retired of-
ficer of *c army to sumbtt himself tojhe
jurisdiction of a state for the satisfaction
of a private obligation. The courts of

Maryland granted the petition of the

wife of Capt. Shufeldt for divorce and

decreed the payment of alimony tr> a cer-
tain amount. It Is represented that In

order to evade this judgment, Capt. Shu-

feldt changed his residence to the District
of Columbia, where he was subsequently
judicially declared bankrupt. His wife
appealed to the war department to assist
her In collecting the alimony awarded by

the Maryland court, with the result that
the adjutant general, by direction of the
secretary of war, ordered Capt. Shufeldt-
to place himself within the jurisdiction of

the Maryland.court. Acting on the ad-

vice of his counsel, Capt. Shufeldt disput-

ed tho right of the war department to
Interfere in the matter, and refused to
obey the order. The war department re-
ferred the case to the commanding gen-

eral of the department of the East, for
the Institution of court-martial proceed-
ings. The reason for this reference is

that the alleged violations of the articles
of war occurred within the limits of that
military department.

Only the preliminary proceedings were
held, and the case was continued until
Monday on a plea of the accused officer's
counsel of insufficient time to prepare the
defense.

-«*-

COUBETT HELD.
Muat Stand Trial for Alleged Attack

i lion Cheney*.

RACINE, Wis., Jan. 6.—Henry F. Cor-
bett, the picture canvasser, whose pre-
liminary hearing on the charge of shoot-
ing the Rev. David B. Cheney and wife
on Dec. 8 has just ended, will be held for
trial. Corbett's bond was placed at $3,-

--000. In announcing his decision, Judge

Belden stated that enough evidence had

been given against Corbett to warrant
holding him for trial. When the decision
wag rendered Corbett grew very much
excited, and asked for opportunity to

spoak, which was denied. The time of

Corbett's trial will be fixed by the cir-
cuit court.

.^~

GEN. "JOE" WHEELER'S NIECE.

Mis» Etta Tuonsna Sues for Breach
of Promise.

CHICAGO, Jan. 6.—Miss Etta Thomas, a
niece of Gen. "Joe" Wheeler, began suit
in the superior court today against Will-
iam H. Fahrney, asking $100,000 damages
for alleged breach of promise to marry.
It Vs alleged that Fahrney, who is treas-
urer of a large patent medicine manufac-
tory, and reputed to be wealthy, has been
engaged to Miss Thomas for over four
years, but that recently he broke off the
engagement on the grounds that his par-

ents desired him to nuuTy another wom-
an.

-^*-
Dairymen Confer.

CHICAGO, Jan. 6.—Representatives of
the National Dairy union met here to-
day to outline a campaign in the interest
of the passage of the important food and
dairy bills now pending before congress.
Among those present are H. C. Adams,

state dairy and food commission; W. D. |
Hoard, president, and Charles Knight,
secretary of the National Dairy union.
The Grout bill, providing for an increase
of 10 cents a pound on colored butterine,
will be one of the measures considered.

-^».

WISCONSIN.

Wausau—Typhoid fever has become an
epidemic in the village of Monisee, thir-
teen miles from here. One death has oc-
lurred and a half dozen other cases have
'jeen reported.

Whitehall—E. N. Trowbridge, aged sixty-
five, is dead. He was assistant cashier in
the local bank, an old soldier and well
connected here. His ailment was pneu-
monia.

Kaukauna—Albert Pennlngs, employed
in constructing an addition to the paper
bag mill, fell from a scaffold fifteen feet
to the ground. His shoulder was broken,
one hip dislocated, and it is thought he
was internally injured.

Janesville—Twenty girls employed In the
Isabell Manufacturing company's factory
have been discharged because they talked
too much. The girls are indignant and
claim that the management never notified
them that they were not to converse dur-
ing business hours.

Fond dv Lac—Bx-Mayor S. F. Bowers,
after two weeks' suffering from paralysis,
succumbed to the malady. He was sixty
years of age.

Kenosha—John M. Kehlor, will be se-
lected captain of the new Kenosha Na-
tional Guard company, that is being or-
ganized to take the place of Company C
that was mustered out for lncompetency.

HantlnKß Cltisen Gone.

HASTINGS. Minn., Jan. 6.—(Special.)—
William Tucker died at his home in the
First ward today from consumption, ased
forty-seven years. He was an old resi-
dent of this city, and his death is re-
gretted by a large circle «f friends.

ALL AGAINST CLARK
TESTIMONY BROUGHT OUT IN THE

EFFORT TO UNSEAT THE

MONTANA SENATOR

ALLEGED USE OF MONEY

Witnesses Assert Positively That
They Were Approached and Of-
fered Big Sums to Work for the
Election of Mr. (lark to the
liiltcd States Senate—Mr. 'Well-
come Said to Have Been Active.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6.—Mr. Henry C.
Stiff, speaker of the Montana house of
representatives, was the first witness In
the Clark case before the senate com-
mittee on privileges and elections today,
representative Campbell, of Montana,
questioned Mr. Stiff, and his questions
were directed toward showing that the
embarrassed financial condition of State
Representative McLaughlln had been tak-
en advantage of by Senator Clark to
approach him to secure his vote, and also
that Mr. Stiffs own vote had been Im-
properly solicited.

Mr. Stiff staled that he knew that Mr.
McLaughlin was in distressed financial
circumstances prior to the meeting of
the legislature. He also stated that he
had himself been approached by Mr. W.
M. Bickford, as a representative of Mr.
Clark, and his support solicited for the
latter.

The questions bringing out this informa-
tion were all objected to by the defense,
who insisted that Mr. Clark must be
directly connected with all transactions
with which it was sought to connect his
name.

The repiy was that his connection would
be shown over Mr. Clark's signature.

Fred Whiteside, Montana state senator
from Flathead county, testified that he

had been approached prior to and after

the meeting of the legislature in the in-
terest of Mr. Clark's candidacy by John
6. Neill, John B. Wellcome and Charles
W. Clark, a son of the senator. He had
seen Mr. Wellcome by appointment at his
room at a hotel in Helena, and had also
met there others of Mr. Clark's friends.

He had also met there Senator Clark,
who told him that Wellcome had spoken

favorably of him (Whiteside). The first
intimation he had had that his support
of Mr. Clark would be to his financial ad-
vantage came from Mr. Neill. After-
wards Mr. Wellcome had told him that
his vote for and support of Mr. Clark
would be worth $10,000. He had co-op-
erated with the supporters of Mr. Clark
lor the purpose of exposing the corrupt

methods which he was satisfied were be-
ing used to secure Clark's election. He
exhibited a Wst of the members of the
legislature whom Mr. Wellcome and Sen-
ator Clark's son had requested him to
see. They had told him they were will-
ing to pay $10,000 for any Democratic
vote, and more for the vote of Mr. J. L.
Anderson, of Meagher county.

BADLY MIXED.

Methods Providing for Rewarding

Heroes of the Navy.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6. — Secretary
Long has addressed the following letter
to the chairman of the committtee on na-
val affairs of the senate and house, em-
bodying the department's latest view as
to the best means of rewarding the na-
val officers who participated in the de-
struction of Cervera's fleet off Santiago:

S.r: The department has the honor to
suggest that the present system of re-
warding officers of the navy and marine
corps tor "eminent and conspicuous con-
duct in battle and extraordinary hero-
ism," under the provisions respectively,
of sections 1506 and 1605, of the ..Revised
Statutes, has been found to be unsatis-
factory, since in its impractical applica-
tion, it opeiates unjustly, and in some in-
stances defeats the purpose for which it
was devised. At the present time some
officers who rendered distinguished serv-
ices during the war with Spain, have in
recognition thereof been advanced upon
the list; others remain without reward of
any kind, while others still, by the curi-
ous operation of the existing system,
find themselves in lower relative posi-
tions than they occupied before the war
of IS9B, in which they so gallantly partic-
ipated. An illustration of the objectlonal
operation of the present method of re-
wards is afforded by the case of Capt.
Charles E. Clark, U. S. N., who com-
manded the Oregon during the memor-
able run of that vessel from Pacific to
Atlantic waters, and at the battle of San-
tiago, and, yet owing to the promotion
over him of'Capts. Gridley, Coghlan and
Dyer for their eminent and conspicuous
conduct in the battle of Manila bay. is
today two numbers, and if Capt. Gridley
had survived, would be three numbers,
lower on the list than if the war had
never occurred.

The vigilance, prudence and capacity,
unremitting and sustained, wisely meet-
ing as they successively arise the count-
less details of the management of a bat-
tleship, establishing and maintaining the
morale essential to good work, and bring-
ing the vessel into effective action at a
critical time, arc qualities which entitle
an officer to share In rewards, ifany are
given, for distinguished naval service.
These qualities are exhibited fn a high
degroo by the officers participating in
the battle of Manila, who have been
rewarded by advancement on the navy
list. They were also exhibited by other
officers, particularly those who so con-
spicuously and meritoriously participated
'in the battle of Santiago, and yet have
not in any way been rewarded.

Where officers have bravely and with
zealous patriotism acquitted themselves
in difficult circumstances with uniform
success, an analytical comparison of
their respective achievements la practi-
cally Impossible, since all the various
circumstances of the several cases can
hardly be taken into full and accurate
account. Ir is, however, deemed to be
the duty of the department to bring to
the attention of the committee, with the
recommendation that early action be tak-
en by congress in the matter the general
question of the inadequacy of the pres-
ent system of rewards, and to suggest
that a remedy is to be fixed In the provi-
sions of certain measures now before
congress. One of these, 1. c. (Senate Bill
330, Fifty-sixth congress, first session),
provides that the advancement of rank of
officers of the navy and marine corps for
war service shall not interfere with the
regular promotion of officers otherwise
entitled thereto. This measure is simi-
lar to Senate Bill 5006, Fifty-fifth con-
gress, third session, which was prepared
by the department, and has, I am inform-
ed, already passed the senate at its pres-
ent session, and if enacted into law will,
in the case above cited, for example, have
the effect of restoring to the officer con-
cerned the numbers lost by advancements
heretofore made under the present sys-
tPtn.

The other of these Is a bill. Senate Bill
5005, Fifty-fifth congress, third session,
"providing for suitable rewards for of-
ficers and men of the navy and marine
corps for exceptional and meritorious
service in the line of duty." This meas-
ure Is believed to afford a satisfactory
substitute for the present method of re-
wards, would enable the department to
confer upon the officers above referred
to the medal therein designated as the
"honor medal," with its attendant ad-
vantaees and benefits, and would, it is
thought, provide equitable recognition in
tho oases of other officers of the navy
entitled thereto by reason of exceptional
service in tho line of duty.

In consideration of (he importance of
this general auestion, the department ur-
gently requests that, it may receive such
early attention of the committee as !ts
convenience will suergest. Very respect-
fully, —John D. Long, Secretary.

GOVERNMENT NOT CONCERNED.

Has No Immediate Interest in
France's Demand on San Domingo.

WASHINGTON. Jan. 6.-The United
States government has at this moment
no concern in the attempt of the French
government to settle a long standing
claim against the government of Santo
'Domingo by a naval demonstration, as
reported in the press dispatches. What
our future attitude may be will depend
entirely upon developments, but It may
be stated there is a growing indisposition
here to shelter governments from the
consequences of the disregard of the
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rules of honesty and international obli-
gation. It is not positively known that
in the present Instance turpitude is in-
volved, but from the statement of facts
set out in the press dispatches the case
appears to bear a strong resemblance to
others which have preceded it and which,
in our estimattion, justified the action
of foreign governments in adopting sum-
mary measures to collect their money.

This particular case is said to have
been pending about three years, and it
is understood that President Heureux
had finally arranged to" settle it, but the
agreement was disregarded by Jiminez,
his successor and the present occupant
of the presidential' office of Santo Do-
mingo. .;.; o;

There is a possibility*; that the United-
States may ultimately become involved
in this affair, through; what is known
as the San Dominician syndicate, con-
trolled by New York-, capitalists.

This concern has a concession from
the San Dominican 'government by
which, in return for.-'defraying the inter-
est on the public debt and otherwise as-
sisting the government-financially It is
entitled to collect' aIL of the customs
revenues of the island.;

The present administration in Santo
Domingo is believed •to be so low in
funds that it could scarcely pay the
$GO,OOO demanded by-the: French govern-
ment in settlement \u25a0 of; the pending
claim. If in this case the French naval
commanders should undertake to seize
the customs revenues an interesting
question might arise. It should be
stated, however, that so far the state
department is not informed that Jiminez
has recognized as still in force the con-
cession held by the New York syndicate
coming from the late President Heu-
reux.

I.nivton Home Fund.
WASHINGTON, Jan. 6»-The total sub-

scriptions to the Lawton fund to date
amount to $48,433.32, of which nearly 53,000 i
was received this morning. Gen. Corbm
says that, although active efforts to in-
crease the fund have ceased, voluntary
contributions will be accepted up to the
time of Mrs. Lawton's arrival at San
Francisco, about the Ist proximo.

Philippine Quarantine Regulations.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 6.—The president
has issued an executive order relative to
quarantine regulations in ports in the
Philippine Islands. The order recites that
to prevent the introduction of epidemic
diseases the act of 1593 and the rules
framed thereunder shall have full force
in the islands with additional regulations.
These require vessels entering and claar-
ing from any Philippine port shall be ex-
amined by officers of the marine hospital
service. Details of officers for that pur-

pose have been already made for the
ports of Manila and Iloilo, and will be
appointed to the remaining ports.

Argentine's 'jfe*R Minister.
WASHINGTON, Jan. fc—The state de-

partment has been informed that the Ar-
gentine senate has • confirmed the nom-
ination of Dr. Eduardo Wilde, to be min-
ister plenipotentiary, to the United States.
The Argentine legation here has been in
the hands of a charge ftir many months
past.

Insular ConfluitteC Called.

WASHINGTON, *Jan. 9 6. - Chairman
Cooper, of the newly-formed house com-
mittee on insular affairs, has called the
first meeting of that committee for Mon-
day at 10:30. The ihltiab meeting will be
for organization and a Selection of sub-
committees. ;'. ' 'Vl

i r
Entitled to Hfrtf-Puy.

WASHINGTON, jlni 6J-The comptroll-
er of the treasury, construing: the per-
sonal act, has held that naval officers on
leave are entitled to one-half .-shore pay.

Died In Service.

WASHINGTON. Jan. 6.-COI. Hall, at
San Juan de Puerto Rico, has notified the
war department that Private David E.
Ferrick, Troop Q, Fifth cavalry, died
yesterday of typhoid fever.

Gen. Otis, nt Manilla, reports the death s
of. Thomas Stocker, Troop X, Fourth ]
cavalry, who was killed in action near
Conception, Nov. li. . '

PERISHED IN FLAMES
FOUR GIRLS ARE BIRNKD TO

DEATH NEAR LITTLE
FALLS, MINN.

REMAINS TAKEN FROM RUINS

A Fifth Girl Wa* Also Badly Burned,
but "Will Recover—Father Mnkes
Frantic Attempts to Save His

Children, but Is Unsuccessful—
The Building; Was an Old Frame
House and Burned Rapidly.

LITTLE FALLS, Minn., Jan. 6.—Four
children of Michael Kerrich, a farmer
living in Buh township, about fifteen
miles east of this city, perished in a lire
that destroyed their home last nigrht.
Five children slept up stairs and the par •

ents*and three other children down stairs.
The family had retired and the first in-
timation that the parents had that the

house was on fire was when their oldest
daughter Mary fell headlong- down stairs
enveloped in flames. The fire in her
clothing was quickly smothered and the
father made several attempts to reach
the other four, but was baffled by the
flames, and only gave up trying after
being nearly overcome by the heat and
terribly burned himself.

The four children were all girls, named
Theresa, Anna, Lizzie and Katie, and
were respectively seven, eight, eleven and
fifteen years of age. The oldest girl,
Mary, was also badly burned, but will
recover.

She states that she awoke to find the
room filled with smoke and flames, and
it was with difficulty that she reached
and opened the door leading down stairs.
The other children were undoubtedly suf-
focated before the fire reached them.
The charred remains were taken from thp

ruins this morning and will be buried in
one grave, it being impossible to identify
them.

The fire originated from the kitchen
chimney and was first noticed at about.
9:30. The building was an old frame
structure and burned very rapidly.

MERCHANTS ARE ACTIVE.

Better Railroad Facilities >Are freed
for Fergus Falls.

FERGUS FALLS, Minn., Jan. 5. -(Spe-
cial. )—Business men through the Mer-
chants' association want better railroad
facilities at this point. W. L. "Wlnslow,
a member of the association, who also
has extensive interests at other points
along the line, stated that he had positive
assurances from one of the officials of
the. Northern Pacific that the local
branch of that road would be extended
westward to connect with the main line
next summer. This much, it was stated,
was assured, and when connections were
made, it was expected that some of the
heavier freight traffic on the main line
would be sent over this division, in or-
der to avoid some heavy grades which
more than counterbalance the extra dis-
tance, and a through passenger service
would also be established, this city be-
ing made a passenger division headquar-

ters. There is a rumor of the extension
of the local branch still further west-
ward into the Black Hills country. It
was expected when the branch was built
that it would ultimately be extended to
the Hills and the name—the Fergus Falls,
Black Hills & Northern Pacific—was
given it at that time. Another proposed

extension In which the merchants are
taking a livjlyinterest is that of the
Soo line from Elbow Lake to Faij?o.
This line, if built, will almost certainly
pass through this city and every effort
will be made to induce the company to
build next summer. »

The Merchants' association, at Its
meeting Friday night, elected the fol-
lowing officers for the ensuing year: Pres-
ident, W. T. Bell; first vice president,
E. J. Woodham; second vice president,
Martin Benson; secretary and treasurer,
Frank H. Straub.

HEIRS IX DISPUTE!.

Unusual Interest Is Till;on In Lltl-

Ktition Over McClellan r.xtutr.

SIOUX FALLS, S. D.. Jan. 6.—(Special.)
—Judges Wilkes has taken under ad-
visement the -ease involving the disposi-
tion of the estate of John McClellan,
the eccentric and wealthy pioneer who
was killed in an elevator in a business
block last summer. There are numerous
claimants and the decision of the court
is being waited for with interest. The
progress of the case h:xs attracted a
greater interest than any case tried in
thjs section of the country for years.

KILLED AT KEXVOS.

John H. O'Brien, of Winifred Street.
Cat In Two.

KENYON, Minn., Jn. 6.—(Special.)—
John H. O'Brien, a freight conductor on
the Chicago Great Western, living on
East Winifred street, St. Paul, wa3 in-
stantly killed in an accident here this
evening. He fell from the top of a car
and was caught under a moving train,
meeting an instantaneous death. The
deceased has been in the employ of the
road for several years and has a wife
and family. His remains were prepared
for burial and will be shipped to St.
Paul. His wife was notified of his death
through the railroad office in St. Paul.

LAKE CITY'S NEW BUILDING

Dedicuted to the Public Use Wllh
Fitting; Ceremonies.

LAKE CITY, Mino., Jan. 6.—(Special.)

—The new city hall has reached its com-
pletion and was dedicated yesterday.

The young ladies of the Public Library
association took charge of the ceremo-
nies. In the afternoon refreshments were
served, and the building opened for pub-
lic inspection. In the evening a dance
was participated in by the public, at
which time refreshments were again

served and the hall opened to the pub-

lic. Music for the occasion was furnish-
ed by the Lake City band.

The building is two stories high, hav-
ing a 73-foot street front, 63 feet deep, 86
feet extreme height, and constructed of
red brick. It is well equipped with elec-
tric light, water and heating plants.

Beunri Near Mora.
MORA, Minn., Jan. 6.—(Special.)—Rev.

J. H. Holmes, pastor of the M. E. church
at this place, was married Thursday-
evening at the M. E. church to M'js
Alice E. McArthur. of Ontario, Canada.
Dr. Forbes, of Duiuth, officiating. The
members of the church cave Mr. and
Mrs. Holmes a grand reception.

Word has been received here that a
mammoth black bear was killed at Rocky
Run, about five miles above this place,
yesterday morning by lumbermen. The
animal weighed 900 pounds. Bears are re-
ported numerous north of this village.

Slipped on Sidewalk.

CHIPPEWA FALLS, Wls., Jan. 6.-
--(Special.)—While out walking Mrs. Ed-
ward Proudlock slipped and fell on a
atone sidewalk. Her injuries are very
serious and may prove fatal.

T.ooLinsr Orer Newitpaper Yield.

LA CROSSE, Wlb., Jan. 6.—(Special.)—
Parties from Chicago have been in La
Crosse today looking over the field with
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Are conditions on when depend pleasure or sorrow, happiness or unhappiness, success or failure. Health makes a man equal to any emergency.
Disease makes him unequal to the ordinary duties of life. It is economy to be well.

SCIENCE, MEDECIIiE, ELECTRICITY.
Effective as either medical or electrical treatment has proven to be when used separately under proper advice, the combining of these great curative agents by these eminent
specialists produces aturative power never before obtained and impossible to secure by either medicine or electricity used in the old way. Does it not appeal to your intelli-
gence that the two" co"mbined will accomplish more than when used separately?

CONSULTATION FREE CONSULTATION FREE

c- sv i!se3 TeS s * & mmiLm \ Scientifically Treated andScientifically Treated and f ißr^ S \ CtirJ hv attr
C Al* A 111 *r"^ p ill vUICU vj Util
tureu Dy uur V^^^A Fl FTTRft upnirAS

ELEGTRO-MEDIGftI A'SSH JK TREftTM&NT
I 1%rill I MINI W&A /sSMJP' MS))) NFQViiIK n?R!l ITY andalllttiittend-
-1 11L9II 1 ITlLll1 . c^Jg&a!* m /^>^l MM?/ nCilffUllo UEDiLlil in* ailments of

UC An Neuralgia; sick, nervous.or congeniTe -*Ma«^S:^^ £25f' mWdle-aged and old men. The
nCnU headache; dull full feellnertt the base <" >ss^ i.

-—»=»
i awful effects of indiscretions in youth

of the brain; loss of memory dizziness- A JgMk. R^/V JiS&&m^ °f exc,esses
J

ln after life and the effects
softening of the brain; tumors, and ed 1 jfSfflfflb BPr^^^fef /^gjfc* 3 Pr^ucS'iack oT^SitV'^eak <baSc'
HEA3T rH, ll)';i.!ltio!V. "'regular pulsation!; I Jfe If^|/f^W^T fJQ&t. f nervousness, sleep)essness? weafkness ofHLHill v,ihiilar diseases; weak and faity 1 *« |^L,O/ftfeG/ «5 «PV I body anii braln- dizziness! failing mem-
hl»ll'' inn1P?H a

.r rheumatism of the I Ik <& *&% WzflSi^Jfßl&l j£Z >M 7 I ory
'

lack (Jt" energy and confidence, de-heart; languid circulation, etc. I IS <? \ | I^^S^H „ m\^^^/ I spondency, evil forebodings, timidity and
k'lOyCy^ Inflammation of the kidneys; I W ''ifflL^aL lffi^Si^3 "'' "^--dK^iSSHSBF I other distressing symptoms. Such cases,
MbliLiJ Hrlpht'K ilixease; diabetes- con- 1 fciss^^P^S & B^^ft^^^f • I l! "Elected, almost invariably lead io
gestion of the kidneys; uraemia' eravel I fflzflr W&rh f^^-^^^S* H^V^9H^J| I premature decay, insanity and death,
stone; all scientificafly and successiully I M Wm^^^WMi I LxiT^,s guaranteed under tliia electro-
treated by this combined electro-medical I wp'/^^\W\ J^^Z lsm§mm£mn *$ffl / JSri'-"«K I

mc i^n^iftmcnt-. ,

BLADDER J»"fln'™ti °"«: o/stiUa; cyter- \ .'^W^W^ I tnenta^ot th%LLHUULH rlnwa; CHtnrrh of me bladder. 1 -«^l:^ '• |^^^*Sf — ~-*s¥~.y" I completely curedThese distressing diseases invariably \ I Hi JiOH ;ifiiiI !fiU »i»e«i6«, sores.yield to this system of combined treat- I _,_^-*r^**?T^ul^^hL^^^^* "̂m I DLUULJ Ai«{J :JV!N spots, pimples,
ment- '-«S^^*aTr "Z^r f T^isP^masmbk. nj^^^^^^^^^B^&J scrofula, taints, tumors, tetter, eczema,
I !VCD QDI CE&J All diseases of the liver- *^ 'XMr' I }||\\vCj -sa!t rheum, ringworm and acquired blood
L< fLn"orLr.r.N jaundice; scirrbns; cnll // \ I -"^«Bb 6rn l\\ N. poison in all its forms, thoroughly erad-
stone; congestion, and all organic and J^()\\ ta*. '^Bm I *7

Icated, leaving the system in a strong
functional disorders. Bowels—diarrhoea; - /V, *] /§»«—ifilPW .; /O»> and healthful condition.
dysentery; inflammation, and all nerv- ffJJ /^k vWiHw U J MVFU - lIF HFfi?MMV's'" ! a and
ous and reflex disorders; rheumatism / 2* &W@r Nii-/ = I ' fILUjUStf pil o . ihem-

..- - ; . wgL /.^ 'Wb orrhoi(Js), Internal or protruding, itching,
\TiiMAnH .'a]ar?h; ulcers and dyspepsiat J* "^f .<« excoriations, etc., positively cured wkh-O>uniMUll indigestion: weafciiess: pain and . C^ass^ S^. M out the use of knife.
fullness after eating; heartburn, etc. <&l r^M&^< PAJARMr! 'v'hlch I'oisons the hteatb. stom-

£™'an°£, brrs-A ca""csß- •""and £i. . "'V ptles treated far ln advance of any ln-
nrrrnninro n i n \u25a0 a —^__________

stitution in the country.

REFERENCES — Best Banks and ] ' rfffrfnpf^ Han^ aidI OaninO' RllQlimC MAI) nf tho Pltu Tnescientific physicians and professors of^the State Electro-Medical Institute, acknow- "L' "r. » T ÜBdl oal'^I) Q'>«
LBQUIJIg bUdlllSO) mCll U Ule Uily. ledjred by the leading medical journals as the first specialists of the day. L83d1!12 BIISJfISSS M6n flf \\l% GStV

THE TWO OREAT OOHITI¥£ PdWEHS GdiißliiED.
When electricity fails to cure, when medicine fails to cure, go to the State Electro-Medical Institute and let tts Electric and Medical Spscialists prove to you that bytheir combined electro-medical treatment they can cure you, even when all else has failed.
A CORDIALMNVITATION is extended to all physicians or specialists having difficultor stubborn cases to bring their patients to the institute for treatment under our

improved system. '"Some doctors failbecause of treating the wrong disease; others from not knowing the right treatment. No Mistakes here and No Fa'luras.
In seeking treatment the following qualifications should be taken into consideration: Ability, experience and an established reputation for RELIABILITY, all of whichare possessed by the.1 specialists of this institute and are necessary for the successful and satisfactory treatment of any disease.

OB@EA3£3 OF We take sP3cial Prids in th3success whioh has attended our efforts iv the treatment of diseases of women. Permanent
»\u25a0*•«\u25a0\u25a0 an d satisfactory cures in allmsnts produced by abnormal or unnatural conditions of the female organs, painful menstruation,irregularities, barrenness, inflammation, hysteria, pain in back and loins, neuralgia, dullness of vision, smarting pain and itching of the parts, bearing down, leucorrhoea or

whites and other complaints which often result in great prostration and nervousness.
WRITE '! yw Cannot call at the office. Apersonal visit is always to ba preferred, but for those who are unable to call, ths doctors of the State Electro-Medical Institutehaveww \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 *. developed a system of Electro-Medical Home Treatment that is entirely successful, by means ofwhich thousands who ware unable tocall at the office have been cured
at home.

CURE GUARANTEED i§i EVEISY OASE ACCEPTED.
Open 8a.m.t05 p. m. 6:30 to Bp. m. Sundays, 10 a. m. to 12:30 p. m.

PERMANENTLY LOCATED,

301 Hesinepin Aveisaae, C^rass* Third Street? ISlinaieapaiiSy

the view of starting a new morning pa-
per. The paper, if Started, will be Dem-
ocratic in its policy. Several prominent
Democrats here are anxious to have a
paper of their political faith in the city,
and have, it is said, Offered tempting in-
ducements to the Chicago newspapar men.

Popular Luvo-rnv Mai'i'lui;'*".

LI'VERNE. Minn., Jan. C—(Speclal.)-
A pleasant surprise was given Luverne
people today by the announcement of the
marriage of Mr. O. C. MacFadrlen, den-
tist, and Miss Blanche Rice, a teacher in
the city schools at lowa City. Both are
prominent society favorites from the beat
families here.

Pernuiinl Injury Suit.
SIOUX FALLS, S. D.. Jan. 6.—A unique

suit for damages has been instituted at
Estelline. W. T. Armstrong, of that
place, has commenced suit for $5,000 dam-
ages against William Parsons for in-.
juries received while asnisting in moving
a building belonging to the latter.

MINNESOTA.

Elbow Lake—The subject of putting in
an electric litrlu plant to illuminate the
city is boing talkt-u at, and meeting witli
general lavor among the business men.,
'ihe question will piob.ibly be submitted
to the people at a special elect.oa.

Winoim—The. poultry show in attract-
ing' a great deal of attention and is one
or the best displays held here for some
time. A large number have been attract-
ed irom the surrounding country, and the
birds exhibited are all from local breed-
ers.

Fairmont—Charles Antony, a wealthy
farmer, d.ed suddenly while s tting in a
chair by the me. tiis wealth is estiipat-
eu at »luu,lLo, ail of which he made in
the last, few years in stock raising anil
the rapid increase in vaaie of farm land.-!.

Mapleton—Duting iSSd, 13fi cars of btock
were shipped troni this station, being an
increase oi 44 cars over tne ;..iCiious
year. The total amount of freight busi-
ness was $65,152.27, as against *t^,ij7l in
18'JS.

Jordan—The Scott County Telephone
company have the poles tor their line
from Lydia to Credit Kiver all Bet, and
the wiring will be completed and the line
ready for use by the latter part of next
week.

Sauk Rap'ds—George T. Rice, the vet-
eran miller of Rice, mot with an accident
which came ntar proving fatal. He was
about the mill looking after the machin-
ery when one of the belts ran oft the
pulley, striking him on the temple, sever-
ing the temporal artery.

Northfleld—St. Dominic's court, Catho-
lic Order of Foresters, held its annual in-
stallation last evening. The following of-
ficers were installed: P. C. R.. A. Spetz;
C. R., Frank Blesener; V. C. R., Thomas
Callanan; secretary, Charles Callahan;
llnancial secretary, J. P. Kelly; treasurer,
J. A. Roell.

Shakopee—The First National Bank of
Shakopee has just declared a dividend of
5 per cent from its earnings the past six
months.

SOUTH DAKOTA.

Pierre—lowa buyers are taking advan-
tage of the condition in which range cat-
tle are at this season and are buying
liberally for corn "finishing." The range
stock are in excellent shape and cattle
men are well pleased over the matured
condition of beef.

Elk Point—The government work on the
river east of here has been discontinued"
for the winter. The work has been
economically executed and the appropria-
tion will hold out, with a liberal balance
when the improvements are completed.

Mitchell—State Poultry association will
hold its annual meeting here Jan. 23 to
20. Premium lists are being prepared for
the annual exhibit.

Aberdeen —Gov. Lee has formally ac-
cepted the site given by the city of Aber-
deen to the state for a new Normal
school.

Langford—Cltixens ate agitating the
subject of -building a new city hall. Plans
are being made to raise the necessary
fund's to insure a very much needed Im-
provement.

Spearfish—A summary of the improve-
ments for the year will agregate SiOO.OoO.
Mote building has been done of any year
since 1893. The bank of Spearfish has on
deposit smuog.


