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"The court and commission find that
this woman Is mentally deranged, but
that she is not sufficiently insane as to
warrant her commitment under the
statute, as it is not reasonably certain
that she has that dangerous tendency
and propensity to crime as to require le-
gal restraint."

The above was the result of the inquiry
Into the charges of iqsanlty preferred
against Mrs. Alice Bingham Russell, after
a session" that commenced yesterday fore-
noon and lasted until after 6 o'clock last

J night.
Drs. J. D. Moore and A. P. William-

son sat. as a commission of inquiry and
Assistant County Attorney Pulliam rep-
resented the state.

Mrs. Russell told the court that she did
not desire an attorney, despite the fact
that some of her friends had retained
Frank M.Ny c to represent her, so Mr.
Nye withdrew from the case.

The chief witness against her was a
pastor, who said she had become a nul-
eance. John D. Douglass corroborated
this.

J. W. Arctander testified that she had
written him -rambling and Incoherent let-
ters in which she called him her spiritual
adviser, and to her having created a
scene at his office, which was verified
by his clerk, Lloyd Fay. Later on Mrs.
Russell denied this, saying that Mr. Arc-
tander had locked her in a room and
treated her shamefully.

MANY DEFEND PIER.
A large number of witnesses were

sworn for the defense, among them being
H. Putnam, Mrs. Hennessey, who had
known her for twenty-five years, and
D. M. Scribner, and while they thought
her eccentric In some things they did
not regard her as being crazy.

Dr. Eaton, a woman physician, did not
consider there was anything remarkable
about her, as all people, she said, had
their peculiarities.

Editor Rowell, of the Progress, testified
that he considered her one-sided, but no
more than four-fifths of the people.

Rev. S. W Sample, of the People's
church, considered her as well balanced
as the average person and her eccen-
tricities did not Indicate an unbalanced
mind.

W. H. McCormack considered her a

zealous woman. Other witnesses thought

her mentally sound.
Judge Harvey then asked Mrs. Russell

If she intended to keep away from th*
church and stop writing letters.
"I will give my word that I will not go

near the church nor write again, and
more than that, I will keep it," was the
reply. "I never intended to harm any-
one."

KEPT POLICE BUSY.

Panl Robinson, the Wife Shooter, Is
Known Here.

Paul Robinson, who shot his wife
through the shoulder Friday, in the of-
fice at Indianapolis, where Mrs. Robinson
was employed as a stenographer. Is quite
well known in Minneapolis.

About a month ago, Robinson, who says
he is a nephew of Charles Robinson, of
this city, was arrested In consequence of
his strange behavior. His dementia dis-
appeared, however, and he was released,
but within four or five days friends again
brought him to the county jail.

Robinson said that he came to Minne-
apolis to locate permanently, and that
his wife was going to follow him. His
father, he said was leader of a Kansas
sect called "Disciples of God." Robinson
was released the second time, and is sup-
posed to have gone East to find his wife

POORER AND WISER.

Minneapolis Woman the Victim of a.
Smooth Dentist.

Marie Obermeyer, who married Dr.
Charles Westhler Nov. 22 In Milwaukee,
has returned to Minneapolis and resumed
her occupation as housekeeper of the
hotel at 1013 Washington avenue south.

In November last Miss Obermeyer went
to Milwaukee to visit her sister and while
there met Dr. Westhler, a dentist and
likewise a polished individual having the
command of six languages. They were
married Nov. 22 and went to Chicago,
where the doctor also pretended to have
a practice. The couple stopped at the
Hotel Rainier, selected a household out-
fit, and the doctor secured $280 from hw
wife to pay for the goods. Miss Ober-
meyer has never seen the doctor since.

The newspapers of Nov. 30 had a brief
mention of the case, but as the name
came over the wire as Daisy Stover no
one connected It with Miss Obermeyer.

Miss Obermeyer's one mission in life,
she says, Is to find the doctor.

FEAR OF A STRIKE.

Caused by the Employment of Non-
union Roofers on Amlrus Block.

There is some probability that the
Building: Trades council will declare a
strike at the Andrus buihling, which Is
being erected on Fifth street and Nlcollet
avenue. The La Crosse Roofing and Cor-
nice company, which secured the contract
from Thorpe Bros., Is employing non-
union men, and unless It can be arranged
so that union men shall do this work It
Is likely that the Building Trades coun-
cil will' call all the members of the differ-
ent crafts off the job.

The executive committee of the coun-
cl has been attempting since last Wed-
nesday noon, when the non-union men be-
gan work, to have union men put to work
in place of the non-union labor imported

from La Crosse. Up to last night their
efforts had been without avail.

'VARSITY ALUMNI DIVIDED

On the Plan for Athletic Coaching

for Next Season.
The meeting of the university alumni

in the Board of Trade rooms last night
proved to be a decidedly interesting one,
and for a time at least It could not be
said that the alumni of the institution
over the river were lacking In spirit. The
meeting was called to order by Vice Pres-
ident Louis Schwager, and the first thing
to come before the association wa3 the
election of officers for the ensuing year.
A nominating committee reported back
the following officers: President, Fred B.
Snyder; first vice president, Louis
Schwager; second vice president, J. E.
O'Brien; third vice president, W. A. Me-
Intyre; secretary, Theodore M. Knappen;
treasurer, Bert Loye; members of the ex-
ecutive committee for three years, W. C.
Leary and J. M. Harrison. The election
of the alumni members on the university
board of athletic control was referred to
the board of directors.

A resolution was then Introduced which
touched on the coaching of the past sea-
son and which was unanimously carried.
The resolution read as follows: "Resolved,
That the University Alumni Athletic as-
sociation tender to Mr. W. C. Leary and
his assistant coaches its heartiest thanks
and sincerest appreciation in approval of
their untiring efforts and work in bringing
the standard of play to the hig-h stage

exhibited the past year by the football
team, and, through the splendid work
of the coach and his assistants, encourag-
ing and raising to a high point of enthu-
siasm, the university spirit."

But when the chair announced that the
association would proceed to discuss the
system of coaching to be adopted at the
'varsity for next fall, It was soon very
evident that the meeting was very much
divided.

The main arguments In favor of an
outside director, as pointed out by Prof.
Jones, were that it would give the 'var-
sity a man who would put In his whole
time at athletics and give a permanent
system. This, the professor thought, was
necessary, in order to successfully com-
pete with Chicago and Wisconsin, whero
similar systems were In vogue. Prof. Mc-
Millan, Byron H. Timberlake, Geo. Bel-
den, C. H. Van Campen and others ex-
pressed their opinions on the advisability
of the change, and often these opinions
were quite forcibly put forth. Those who
opposed the change claimed that it vir-
tually meant going back on the alumni,
and turning the direction of athletics
over to an outsider, and this, they
thought, would be a very dangerous
thing, as past experience has shown. Aft-
er an hour or so of animated discussion
the following resolution was introduced:
"Resolved, That this association favor 3
the adoption of a permanent athletic di-
rector, but that alumni coaching be fos-
tered and continued as an aid." This was
from the side who favored the securing

of Dr. Knipe, of lowa. The opposition
Immediately came forward with a substi-
tute which provided for the establishment
of an athletic directorship, but which was
to be filled by an alumnus. This was fol-
lowed by some parliamentary juggling,
and at last the chair was able to get an
opportunity to put the first substl.ute mo-
tion, and it was found that the vote was
a tie. The chair refused to settle the

matter, and a motion to adjourn was car-
ried.

WOLF IN TOWN.

He Picks Out Hawthorne Park as
Recreation Ground.

Friday afternoon a genuine timber wolf
made its appearance in Hawthorne park,
at Thirteenth street and Hawthorne ave-
nue, in the very heart of Minneapolis. A
butcher boy first noticed the animal run-
ning throug-h the park. It ran into the
yard of James MacMullen, at 1220 Linden
avenue, and darted into a shed, pursued
by a dog. The wolf fought the dog off,
and men with ropsss and wires snared
the wolf and tied %mi:- down. He was
taken to the barn^&fc Mr. Carter, 1214
Linden avenue, where: h£ can be seen.

Park Board Election.
The greater part ot the annual meeting

of the board of park commissioners, held
yesterday afternoon, wsSs devoted to the
leading of reports. ijVpllfliwingthe reports
all the old ofncers vv-were re-elected as
follows: President, W. W. Folwell; vice
president, S. E. Adams; secretary, J. A.
Ridgway; attorney, C. J. Rockwood; su-
perintendent, W. M. Berry.

MINNEAPOLIS BREVITIES.

Homeopaths from the Twin Cities and
trom various parts of the state last
night gathered at the new Homeopathic
free dispensary, 1818 Washington avenue
south, to formally open that institution
in a social manner. The visitors were met
at the door by the reception committee,
which consisted of the homeopathic fac-
ulty of the university.

Nelson Van Dyke, salesman for a pat-
ent brass polish, got into an alterca-
tion with Mrs. Van Dyke last evening
at their home, 211 East Fourteenth street,
because she let the fire go out while he
was taking a nap. He is alleged to have
struck her, and she called Officer Tom
Kelley, who arrested Van Dyke on a
charge of drunkenness.

A dwelling house at 3215 Morgan ave-
nue north was damaged to the extent
of about $200 by fire early last evening.
The fire department was also called to
the Milwaukee shops at Twenty-fifth
street south and Hiawatha, where an in-
cipient blaze was extinguished with no
material damage.

Robbed His Bedfellow.
SAUK RAPlDS,Mlnn.,Jan.2o.(Special.)—

—A colored man giving his name as Jor-
dan, from Tennessee, was arraigned be-
fore Justice Homan today and given nine-
ty days in jail as a fine for robbing a lum-
berman of 116, a vest and a razor. His ex-
cuse was that he wanted to get to St.
Paul. The lumberman Jiad secured and
paid for his and the prisoner's lodging,
and waa robbed in return for his pains.

Volunteers to Orpinl/.c.

HOT SPRINGS, S. Di. Jan. 20.—(Spe-
cial.)—Company M, of the South Dakota
volunteers, located at Rapid City, will be
speedily reorganized. The company won
an enviable reputation in the Philippines.

To Aid the Burghers.

CEDAR RAPIDS, Io.J, Jan. 20.—(Spe-
cial.)—Over 2,000 people attended a pro-
Boer mass meeting, held in the opera
house, last evening. Speeches were made
by a half-dozen prominent men, and a
fund of $200^collected to assist the Red
Cross work in the Transvaal. .

They Doubtless :«ec«l It.
CAS3 LAKE, Minn., Jan. 20.—(Special.)

—The Catholic society will build a new
church, to be completed March 1.

EAC9 WAS DISARMED
HISTORY OP THE FIRST FIGHT

"WHICH ORIGINATED THE OOL-
SON-SCOTT FEUD

COLSON WAS VERY HOSTILE

Did Everything In His Power to Pro-
voke a Quarrel, and Finally Suc-

ceeded — Bravery Displayed by

Lieut. SlcKay in Separating the
Blood-Thirsty Combatants at Im-

minent Risk ot His Own Life.

WASHBURN, Wls., Jan. 20.—Company

X, of this city, w* on provost duty at
Anniston, Ala., in January, 1899, and

I First Lieutenant John McKay gives an

J interesting account of the first fight be-
tween Col. Colson and Lieut. Ethelbert

Scott at that point on Jan. 13. McKay

was an active participant, and by his
bravery probably saved a number of
lives at that time. His story is as fol-
lows:

About midnight of the 12th, Capt.
O'Neil (provost marshal) and Lieuts.
Beckman and Scott were eating at
a table together in the Mammoth res-
taurant. Lieuts. Phelps, Crims and
myself were seated at another. Col. Col-
son entered the restaurant and a citizen
who was present cried: "Look out, there
will be hell to pay now; Colson is after
Scott."

Colson stopped immediately in front of
the table where Scott was seated and
glared at him. Scott never raised hi 9
eyes. Colson then grabbed a chair by

the back and slammed it down, trying

to provoke Scott into noticing-him. A3
that did not avail, he reached over the
table, and taking Lieut. Beckman. 'by

the ear, twisted it until the blood came.
Scott then said: "I would not do that.
He is a friend of mine."

Colson then whipped out his revolver

and fired at Scott, who returned the shot.
Capt. O'Neil ordered his officers to dis- !
arm the men. Phelps tackled Scott, and
shoving a revolver in his face, made him •

drop his gun. I grabbed Colson and

ordered him to surrender his weapon,
which he not only refused, but tried to
aim the revolver at me. I downed him,

both falling in a stairway. After Colson

had emptied his weapon trying to hit me
he dropped it. I then released him and
he reached into his belt and drew an-
other forty-five caliber revolver, saying:
"I have got you now."

As it was a case of get shot or dis-
arm Colson, I went at him hard and
pounded him into insensibility, using no
weapon but what nature gave me. Phelps

and myself were unacquainted with Col-

son or Scott, and the report that we as-

sisted Scott is false.
i The official report not only exonerates

but praises both officers for their bravery

in disarming the. men.

BROWN LEFT TOWS.

Former City Clerk of Mankato Was
Short In His Accounts.

MANKATO, Minn., Jan. 20.—(Specal.)—
At a meeting of the ci.y council last tvan-
ing it was decided to bring criminal pro-
ceedings against Henry "VV. Brown, for-
mer city recorder. Brown was recorder
a number of years ago, and a short time
ago re-elected to the office. It was dis-
covered that h'? was ssveral hundred dol-
lars short in his accounts, and an oppor-
tunity was given him to make the money
gcod without making a public matter of
the affair. This he refused to do. He was
succeeded in office by Calvin Smith, who
was forced to resign because he was be-
hind in his accounts.

Mr. Brown was again elected to the po-
sition, and it appears that he made hay
whiie the sun shone. Last summer an
expert from Minneapolis examined the
books, and Brown was discovered to be
about $1,800 short. While the expert was
making his examination Brown left town,

going to Mineral City, Va., where he is
employed by his brother-in-law, Mr.
Mann, manager of a coal mine. An at-
torney here has been representing
Brown, and for a time it was thought
a settlement could be reached, but noth-
ing has been done In that direction.
Brown's case will be brought to the at-
tention of the grand Jury, which meets
here in February

Brown, in connection with other deals,
is alleged to have taken money paid into
the police court by inmates of houses of
ill-fame, the recorder contending that
these fines were illegally collected, and
that he had as much right to them as the
city.

Mr. Brown's family is residing here,
and all are well connected, Mrs. Brown
being a direct descendant of one of the
most prominent generals that fought for
the colonies In the Revolutionary war.
It la said that If Brown is brought back
here and he is placed on trial, sensa-
tional developments are expected, involv-
ing certain persons who were in office
during his term as recorder.

REFUSE TO MIGRATE.

Ducks, Geese and Hlnckblnl.x Prefer
Minnesota Winter.

GRACEVILLE, Minn., Jan. 20.—(Spe-

cial.)—The condition of the ice on Big

Stone lake Is such as to make it unsafe
traveling and the weather tor this time
of the year breaks all records. Flocks
of ducks and geese are still seen In the

I cornfields feeding and quenching their
thirst at air holes in B!g Stone and
Traverse lakes. Large flocks of black»
birds are, contrary to their usual cus-
tom, seen feeding in the fields, and only

the song birds have migrated.

REFUSED A PARDON.

Gov. Fancher Turns Down an Appli-

cation of a Pemhina Lifer.

BISMARCK, N. D.. Jan. £o.—(Special.X-

The application of Joseph Till, now
serving a life sentence at the 3tate pris-
on, for a pardon, has been refused by

Gov. Fancher. Till was convicted on cir-
cumstantial evidence of killing*a man
named Miller, at Femblna, five years ago.
The case has been thoroughly reviewed

[by the governor, who, In the absence of

any new evidence, and with the counsel
of the state's attorney, cannot see hi 3
way clear to grant the application.

A pardon has been granted to Ivor Ja-
cobson, a Coiperstown attorney sentence!
to three yeara' imprisonment. Jacobson
has been out on parole, and his term
would have elapsed in Decembar, with hlg
good behavior allowance.

ROMANCE ENDS HAPPILY.

Yoiiiik' Couple Combine nnslnexfc
With Their Love Affair.

ST. CLOUD, Minn., Jan. 20.—At the
United States land office today there w.is

a romance. J. G. Vincent, of Pilliger,
appeared with Miss Jennie Buck, of the
same place, and said the young woman
desired to file- a homestead application
upon a quarter section of land near there.
He had already taken up the homestead,
and now Miss Buck wished the adjoining
plat of land. They did not have with
them quite enough mo-ney with which to .
make the tiling, and it was suggested that
the receipt would be held for some days,

until their return home, the filing to date
from the day the money jwas -received.
The young people blushingly admitted
that this would not do at all; that they
were to be married immediately, and of
course the filing must antedate the wed-
ding ceremonial. Friends came to their
rescue, the entry was made, a marriage

license secured, and, an hour later, Rev.
E. V. Campbell had said the words which
made one homestead Instead of two.

Ap'ncula to Humane Society.

ROCHESTER, Minn., Jan. 20.— Augus-
tus Eckles has appealed to the humane
society for help in his case. He is now
in jail, charged by his father with arso*.
He is but seventeen and sieklr* He
claims his father drove him from home
last June, and refuses to support and ed-
ucate him, and that he is too weak to

work. His father's home was burned last
Monday and the b iy is charged with the
crime. Eckles stnior is a wealthy man,
and sympathy is with the boy. Father
and son sat opposite each other in the
court room, which was packed with
spectators.

Press A»»oclatton Meets.

SIOUX FALLS. S. D.. Jan. 20.—(Spo-
clal.)—Former members of the Reform
Press association in attendance upon the
sessions of the South Dakota Pres« as-
sociation convention, have organized a
Democratic Press association. The ' Re-
publican editors also organized an asso-
ciation. , ,

The South Dakota Press association
meeting was concluded last night. A
dozen or more papers were Teiil by news-
paper makers of the state, and the gath-
ering was very successful.

Hui a L«r«c Capital.

PIERRE, S. D., Jan. 20.—Articles of in-
corporation have been filed for the Nova
Scotia Mining and Smelting company, tit
Pierre, with a capital of $1,500,000; lncor-
porators, Harrison B. Muech. E. L.
Squire and W. O. Bottorf. The Tontine
Investment company, a Nebraska cor-
poration, has filed n.,tice of th« appoint-
ment of C. O. Bailey, of Sioux Falls, as
its resident agent in this state.

Tux Commlwilon rhiuißpM.

MADISON, Wis., Jan. 20.—Gov. ScofleWJ
today announced the appointment ct
Judge N. G. Gilson as head of the state
tax commission, to succeed the Ue Gon.
G'iffin, and of Col. W. J. Anderson f"»
take the place of Judge GINon on ihe
board. Al?o of Dan!el B. Starkev. of Mil-
waukee, to be the governor's private sec-

i retary, succeeding CoL Anderson.


