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LET SANTA CI.AIS AL.OXE.
The scone which has been presented

to view on the streets of St. Paul, and,
indeed, of those of every city and town

in the entire country, during the past
week, is a familiar one. At this season
every man and woman who has any so-
cial obligation, however light, feels that

casion demands some material cx-
on of it. Day by day the shops of

every city have been crowded with the
in their shopping rounds. No

ma tier how small the income, or how
heavy the burdens we have, each of us.
cither personally or through those
around as, have t;;ke?i part In the uni-
versal disposition to buy something
which we believe will be acceptable to
our [r?ends and will convey to them,

er imperfectly, the sense of affec-
\u25a0r of interest which animate us

tow ard them.
There are those who believe that the

prevailing tendency to buy presents is
an undesirable^ and to some extent a dis-

But they are rot in
touch with their kind. Granted that this

man or woman that buys because he
or she does not want to be outdone or
because there may be some existing
sense of personal obligation, or some
hope of return, the prevailing disposition

i> by that circumstance not in the slight-
est measure affected. People spend their
money for presents because thsy like
those for whom they buy them. During
the entire year they have been obliged

to let their friends p.~ss with just such
transient expressions of regard as the
exigencies of life permit of. And all too
often these expressions are utterly in-
adequate to express the genuine human
sympathy and affection which might

find expression were the opportunities
more favorable.

'l': materialism of life, we are told, is
re-produced in the universal disposition to
b;.y something. Supposing so, what of

it.' Our modes and opportunities of ex-
pressing sentinent in daily conduct are
lit the best imperfect. The highest ser-
tintt-nJ of friendship which can animate
t):e human breast is involved in the poor
tawdty little present which the poor
man, woman or child offers to friend or
neighbor or playmate. There are still
those who value what they receive as
the < ffering of friendship, apart from its
vi »nmereial co?t The season of Christ-
mas is the one season which enables us
to show oar friends, whether absent or

nt, how kindly or affectionate a
: ;hoy occupy in our hearts.

It is in the children's behalf that the
present custom has grown to its vast
proportions. Santa Clans is a great char.
acter among the American people. How
many a young honrt has been sending
vi' its prayer for months past to child-
hood'i; patron that he might bring with
him to these that are beloved so many of
tho things which will eairy gratification

with tbem? How many a glad young
heart will become bathed from the well-
springs of human love when on Christ-
mas morning the presence of Saiita Claus
tias been made manifest in the little de-
lights which have been longed for, per-
haps for months before?

anger of the Almighty at a proposal to
erect a memorial to Darwin in Shrews-
bury.

m .
WHAT A SHU* SUBSIDY BILL

SHOULD BE.

The ship subsidy bill in its present

form is far from being ideal. To Rive
to each of the elegant passenger steam-

ers subsidies amounting to $30i',000 or $iO),-

--000 a year under the pretext of stimu-

lating1 American commerce is an absurd-
ity.

Those steamers do not carry freight to
any extent. As a military expedient
it may be desirable to subsidize such
ships, because they would be useful a3

auxiliary cruisers in case of war; but

then, why not base the subsidy for such
ships on the real merits of the case in-

stead of trying to pilot it through under
false pretenses? And, besides, as the
bill now stands, the subsidy for such

a ship in ten or twelve years would equal

the entire cost of the vessel. If that

is not looting the United States treasury,

it is certainly the next thing to it.
On the other hand, the proposition for

the government to pay part of the
freight on our exports is an excellent
idea if wisely applied. It amounts to

paying a bounty on exports that are

sent on American ships. In that sense

it is not a ship subsidy at all. Every-

body that had the money to buy a ship

or an interest in a ship would have a

chance to shore in the benefits of the
measure. If it made shipping profitable
under the American flag, it would induce
that much mere capital to go into it and
the competition would result in reducing

freight rates to the benefit of the Amer-

ican farmer, mine owner r.nd manufac-
turer, besides the general benefit of
building- up an immense American in-
dustry.

Xo; the present season, in it? charac-
teristic as a present-buying period, re-
flects (he light of love and sympathy

which shines on the lives of most of us
be sparingly throughout the entire suc-
ceeding year. The strict concepts of the
Christm.is sesson may be lost sight of
largely in the respect that many of us
\u25a0bestow but little of thought on the re-
ligious nature of the beautiful festival;
but even, as it is recognized, it is a
beau !iiii! occasion: and every wholesome
mind should seek to promote the fullest
expression dining its continuance of the
desire among the people to show to those
they love, however imperfectly, that they
are not l'orgoHen, but that their lives
and their happiness are something: for
which a sacrifice, however slight, is wil-
linglymade.

The extreme is occasionally readied by
preachers as well as by other people. An

Episcopal divine at Shrewsbury, England,
who recently denounced Sunday after-
noon concert:-?, not long ago preached- a
eermon in which he attributed the col-
lapse of the spirit of his cHßrch to the

Moreover, the next twenty-five years
will witness an enormous increase in the
commerce of the still undeveloped parts of
the such as South America, A?ia,

Australia and Africa. England, Germany

and Russia realize this fact and they

arc working tooth and toe-nail to get con-

trol.

The undeveloped natural resources of
South. America are perhaps superior to

those of any other continent. Coolie
labor is being imported extensively and
new plantations are being opened up.

The -ommerce of South America, great

as it is today, will increase to enoimous

rtions within the next quarter cen-

tury. The same is true of Africa, and the
commercial opportunities that will follow
the opening up of China with its 400,-

--000,000 people are too great for word?.

Are the United States going to secure
their share of this boundless commerce?
Arc- we going to secure our share of these
goldi n opportunities that mean power,

splendor,wealth and prosperity for the na-
tion that has the sagacity and the enter-
prise to appreciate and appropriate them?

The first thing wo need, is regular mer-
chant steamship lines to those countries,
especially South America and Asia.
Without such Hues we cannot hope to ex-
tend and hold our trade there. It is such
lines that will have to be mainly instru-
mental in developing Gur trade and creat-

ing a demand for our goods in these
markets; but until that result has been
attained and the demand established,

they can do but a limited business and
will have to operate at more or less of
a !osf.

This is a well established principle.
Germany, with her keen business in-
stinct, realizing the immense commercial
future of Africa, decided to establish a

line running all the way around the
African continent. Last Ate:-' the Gor-
man reichstag passed a law subsidizing
this line to the amount of 1,350,000

marks annually.

The bulk of our trade is with Eu-
rope, and outside of that we have but
a very small share of the commerce of
the world. There are no new markets
to be secured in Europe: there are on
the other continents, and enormous ones j
at that. The steamship lines that
should be established to open up and
develop them could do but a limited
business at the start, hence they might
well receive some special compensation,

some higher rate of freight bounty, '.o

enable them without loss to tide ov< r

the barren years until the demand for
our goods in those markets has bo-
come fully established. These are tho,

lir.es on whose effoits the future com-
mercial greatness of this country real-
ly depends; they arc under the special

handicap of having to develop the mar-

kets before they can hope to profuably
do business.

The bill, as it stands, is disappointing.

If the people felt that it was just, hon-
est, and expedient, framed with no
Other motive than to promote Ameri-
can shipping and American com-
merce, offering equal benefits to all
and where most needed, public opinion

would be strongly in Its favor. At
present it is too much under suspicion

of being intended to gorge a few fa-
vored corporations at the expense of tho
nation.

THE AMENDED HAY-PAIXCEFOTE
TREATY.

It is not wholly unlikely that the Eng-

lish government will accept the Hay-

Pauncefote treaty in its amended form
without further ado.

As far as we are concerned, it would
hardly seem possible to have given the
treaty a more disadvantageous form. It
practically declares that the canal shall
not be neutral, yet we shall not have the
right to fortify it, a position which is
both illogical and absurd in the extreme.
Between complete neutrality and com-
plete control the question is a choice
between two sets of advantages and dis-
advantages. The present is a half-way
measure that offers all the objections and
none of the advantages of the two logical
extremes.

The admirers of the amended treaty tell
us that if the enemy in ease of war
ever tries to run his fleet through the
canal, we can blow up his ships with
torpedoes or open the locks on him be-

fore he gets half way through. Very
well! But the enemy will not try to run
his ships through- not unless he is a
driveling idiot. If we get into war, the
first move the enemy makes will be to
get at that canal and smash up the locks
and blow up the dams, leaving us in

WHY THEY FAIL.

exactly the same position as if that canal
had never been built, except that we'll
be out its cost of $200,000,000. To do this
would suit the purpose of the enemy a

great deal better than to run his own

fleet through it, as it would again make
it impossible for our Paeilic and Atlantic
fleets to co-operate. In case of war, the
enemy would at once send as large a fleet
as possible to destroy the canal, and we
would have to keep a still larger licet
there to prevent it.

But even then the canal would not be
Bale by any means. It will run through

2'jQ miles of foreign territory, largely cov-
ered with tropical forest, affording ideal
opportunities for the operations of such

secret agents as the enemy might send
to destroy the locks and dams by dyna-

mite. And as to the governments through

whose territory the canal will pass, be it
far from us to insinuate that they could
be bribed to connive at such plo:s against

our canal—but—but—
In case of war we shall have to main-

tain a fleet at either end strong enough

to keep the enemy from getting at it,

and the same fleet would have sufficed
to keep the enemy out, had the canal
been neutral; but now the enemy has

the right to destroy it, if he can get at
it, which he would not have been al-
lowed to do if its neutrality had been
guaranteed by the powers. Such a

guarantee would not have given Euro-

pean powers any occasion to meddle
with American affairs. On the contrary;

it would have pledged the canal to per-

petual peace and neutrality, a pledge
v,*hich every nat:;on would have been
obliged to keep sacred, even in case of a
war against us.

The probability of a rival canal at
Panama must also be borne in miud.

By rejecting absolute neutrality, the
senate has entered upon a path the only

logical conclusion of which is for the
United States to take control of all of
Central America and the isthmus of
Panama. If that is what the senate is
driving at—of course, that is a different
question altogether.

The wave of moral sentiment which Is
now sweeping its way through the chief
cities of the nation has had more tnan

one parallel. The immediate occasion of

it is the spread of social vice in its

varied forms in sections of the several

communities. Those particular sections,

as a rule, are inhabited by the very
poor. There the disorderly house and

the saloon can be found in great numbers.
There, too, tMe professional politician,
without conscience and without responsi-
bility, exerts his strongest influence.
From that source it is that the worst
influences operating in social and political

life alike originate.
No one v.ho knows lite in the wiylarge

cities of the country can be under any
illusion as to what all this means.

Clergymen who administer the affairs of

parishes which are represented by men

of large wealth, and bu-lness men who

day after day are actively concerned in
the great problems of commercial lite,

which involve for them success or failure,

are rarely brought into actual contact
with the conditions represented by rrrban
sections of this general character.

Yet it is, we suppose, undeniable as a
general proposition, that the prevailing
reform movements are mostly conducted
by this class of citizens. In New York
it is Indisputably so. The mass of the
poor people, that is, the mass of men

who make a day's wages or who conduct

one or other small business and derive
from it a fatr income and a gooA living,

do not take part in such movements. It
is so in Chicago, and it is so in Phila-

delphia. Itis a most regrettable circum-

stance; but those who argue that it is
due to the indifference to the evii3
which abound simply do not know that
class of people.

Take the saloon: In every large city
the saloon is frequented by good people,
men who work every day faithfully and
devotedly, who give their lives over with-
out a thought of self-sacrifice to the
maintenance of their families. They may

be what are called laborers in the loo^e

parlance of the times, or they may ba
store-keepers or clerks or men in any
station of life, who just make enough

to enable them to remain in self-respect-

ing touch with those arouud them. They

visit the salco.is. They spend their sur-
plus earnings or a fair proportion of them
in the saloons. They know of the exist-
ence cf unmentionable places in their
immediate vicinity. As long"~as those
places are kept out of reach; as long as

they are permitted to infect the immedi-
ate neighborhoods in which they live,

they accept them as a matter of fact
and rarely have reference to them among

themselves.
How much does the activity of men

like Archbishop Potter, who is at the
head of the moral movement in New
York, affect these people, their opinions

or their lives? Not one particle as a

rule. It is true that the wive 9 and
children of such men attend the near-ljy

church. They themselves may attend,

too. But as a rule they accept the
churches and their government and their
influence pretty much as they do the ex-

istence of the places against which the
present mo^ment are leveled. They
would like to see the influence of tho
church extended and the influence of

the other places destroyed; but they
reason that they are not consulted. It
is none of their affajr Immediately, and
they keep on day after day living the
lives and maintaining the associations
which they have ever lived and have
maintained.

To such men the saloou and the local
political leader signify more than the
church and its ministry and membership,
in such a movement as we have refer-
ence to. A recent writer who is not

blind has had something to say on thi3
score. It would not do to quote Mm it
length. But the following extract wculd
show what a sensible man ha 3found
out in that behalf. He Kays:

"That same instinct in man which leads
those of th« more resourceful classes to
form such clubs as the Union League
club, or the Marqueite club; which leads
the college man fnto the fraternity, leads
the laboring men int > the clubs fur.iished
them by the saloonkeeper, not from phi-
lanthropic motives, but because of shrewd
business foresight. The term 'club' ap-
plies-; for, though unorganized, each sa-
loon has about the same constituency
night after niffht. Its ena:ar:ter is dct r-

mined by the character of the men who,
having something in common, make tha
saloon their rendezvous. Their common
ground may be their nationality, as the
name 'Italian headquarters' implies, or itmay be their occupation, as indicated by
the names 'Mechanics' Exchange,' 'Milo-
nian's Exchange,' etc.; or, if their poeti-
cal affiliations are their common groun.l,
there are the 'Democratic Headquarters
of the Eighteenth Ward,' etc."

This language cannot of course be re-
garded as anything like an accurate
representation of the existing conditions.
But it approximates them. It shows the
general condition; and, as we say, to
those who know the actual conditions
of the liy.?s of the masses in the lar^e
cities, it touches a responsive cord.

As long as movements designed to se-
cure a moral, social or political better-
ment choose, to ignore these classes, or
as long as such men remain aloof from
them, the result is bound to be ultimately
failure—failure, complete and enduring.
They are merely class movements. They

do r.ot appeal to the mass whom they

seek to reform. A leading reformer has
recently pointed out that in the neigh-

borhoods in which social vice is most
general the decent, poor, people refuse
to offer any aid, because they do not
want to be regarded as informers. There
is a world of human nature in that fear.
Fashionable churches, their ministry and
their membership choose to ignore such
people eleven months, aye, and eleven
months and three weeks, in each year,
and then come to them with hands out-
stretched to ask their co-operation. They

do not get it, and they never will, a?
long as they proceed on their present

lines.

Such movements must begin from be-
low, rather than from above. When they
have this beginning they may succeed.
All the committees of high-toned people
that may be appointed from now till
doomsday will never reach the masses of
the great cities. The masses have been
left by the classes to work out their own
salvation, social and moral, in their own
way from time immemorial, and they re-

gard the new-fledged reformers as just
so many interlopers. They have seen in
the past that the most prominent among

such reformers have wound up by get-
ting good public places, and they have
seen the reforms they ostensibly aimed at
flag thereafter, and the old conditions re-
sume their sway.

If the ordinary man refuses to accept

these reformers at their own or the
world's estimate of them the fault is the
fault of the reformers, not of the masses.

THEY MAY REACH THE POLE.

Since Lieut. Greely's expedition pole-
ward with its record of S5 degrees 47
minutes, the then farthwest north, there
lias been a determined effort among
scientific men to reach this end of the-
earth's axis. suffering of the Grcely
expedition had no effect as a deterrent to
new expeditions. The specifications of
each were arranged to overcome the
weak poinrs in the Greely plan.
The scheme or' Dr. Nansen was bold and
original. From a close study of ocean
currents, he concluded that the polar ice

was in constant motion, following a weli
defined current that crossed the physical
pole. And if a ship could be so con-
structed as to withstand the assaults of
the ice fields it would, if consigned to the
drifting' ico, not only reach the pole, but
be. carried beyond to open water.

His theory was right, but the F:am did
not strike the ice current in just the
right place and missed the pole by. a few
degrees.

Nansen, however, came home filled with
scientific knowledge of the far North and
a record of SG degrees and 14 minutes.

The next successful attack upon the
polar regions was made by the Italian
Duke of Abruzzi, in the SteKa Polare.
The duke did not drift, but made a dash
for the pole with sleds surpassing Nan-
sen's record by twenty-one miles, but
suffering great hardships and adding but
little to the scientific knowledge of the
region.

Two expeditions are now in the frozen
North, the Sverdrup expedition, with the
Fram and Lieut. Peary. The latter is
now at Fort Conger, the famous head-
quarters of the Greely expedition. He re-
ports that he is well supplied with pro-

visions and will make a run for the pole
in the spring. Will he succeed? The
people of all civilized nations will look
eagerly for news of the fate of this
venture.

There is a halo of interest about
the heads of siqeat explorers that appeals

strongly to the imagination. Some one,
speaking of Henry M. Stanley, said that
he was the most wonderful embodiment
of physical and intellectual energy since

the great Napoleon. And any one who
has followed that intrepid African ex-
plorer through his life, filled with
achievements and "hair breadth 'scapes,''
will conclude that Stanley, although
moving in a totally different field, is as

great a character as was Napoleon. To
this class belong such men as Grcely,

and Nansen and Peary. The theater of
operations is as different as can well be
imagined. The dark continent of Afri-
ca contained a world of romance. The
giant and almost limitless forest has hid

for untold centuries a race of pygmies of

unknown ancestry. The commercial pos-

sibilities of the continent inflame the
imagination and stimulate the ambition
of the daring pathfinder. There the ex-

plorer meets and enters into treaties with
princes and kings and emperors. In

short he treads a living land of won-

der.
Not so, with the seeker for scientific

facts in the regions of the pole. There
he pursues his course within the awful
presence of the Infinite. He breathes
the frigid air of God's eternal solitudes.
No color is there to rest the wearied eye

—no life to warm the soul. Above hsm,
in unvarying cycles, move the northern
constellations. Cold beneath him lies the
pulseless earth. Death, unemployed,

moves o'er the trackless waste.

And silence, in her snow-white shroud,
"Stands pressing on her wordless lips
The hush of moveless finger tips.

While with her threatening glance she
draws

The line, that who so passes slips
Into the sbundless gulf of sleep."

Tnto this region of everlasting silence
go these men in search of facts, that
they may add to the fund of knowledge.

If, to overcome the forces of nature

by the sheer power of physical and men-

tal endurance, makes a hero, then are
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these Arctic explorers entitled to a full
share of our hero worship.

With the expeditions now in the North
and those making ready, it will not be
long before we can listen to the man who
has stocd where the earth is still and the
polar star is overhead.

A St. Paul man who was in San Fran-
cisco recently, attended service in a
Buddhist temple, and was so impressed
by the beautiful and costly surroundiiv-js,
and the really instructive exercises, that
he said he had not felt so pious in many
years. The service was in English, and
the sermon was delivered by a woman,
while a Japanese conducted the other
part of the ceremonies. The room stated
about 300 persons. He was told that
two or three other Buddhist congregations
were being organized in that city, and
the leaders in the movement, said they
expected to extend the work to other
cities. Our St. Paul man said if they
cams here he would join.

Many hearts will be made glad this
holiday season in foreign lands by re-
membrances from friends in St. Paul, to
judge by the numerous money orders —
small amounts—being sent th- ough the
postofflce. They have been averagi7-.s a
hundred or more a day for some time.

The czarina of Russia has such de-
mands upon her for charity that she
employs a. special lady s?cretary, boar-
ing the title of directress of the Imperial
charities, whose office is to dsburse and
oversee trie employment of her majesty's
gifts.

It need not take a big organization to
do a big thing. In "Christian Work in
Paris Slums" Sarah A. Tooley tells how
one woman, and she but a young and
delicate girl, went down into a wry
hotbed of hatred and anarchy, and trans-
formed it into a place where men and
women cou'd be induced to listen to rea-
son and respond to kindness.

High or low church is now a question
which agitates Episcopalians. Each side
has ardent supporters, and the discussion
is getting to be warm. At the recent
consecration of Bishop Weller, of the
diocese of Fond dv Lac, Wis., ritualism
reached the highest point yet attempted
by the high church party. Incense was
used and the people kneeled to receive
the episccpal blessing. The burning ques-

tion is, is it to be imposing ritualism, with
the magnificent pomp and ceremony be-
fitting a great church, or bare devotional
exercises, relying for their effect upon
devout hearts rather than extrinsic
show?

Is it not strange that there are people
who will justl.'y falsehood in dealing w-th
a child in regard to Santa Claus, when
the same persons would regard it as a

rank offense to lie, man to man. Their
logic is, deal honestly with a child and
you are narrow; lie to the child (about
Santa Claus), and you are "liberal." The
trusting, confiding faiih of a little child
was used by the Master as an example of
what all must become before entering Ills
Kingdom. If the faith of a little child is
such a holy thing, can it ba abused
without sin by telling it a "fairy ta'e"
about Santa Claus today when it will
discover the myth to be a lie a little lat-
er on?

With all the decorating and display of
Christmas, if the true spirit of earnest
and honest good cheer is not in *.ie heart,
the one thing needful to bring aid give
joy and happiness will be lacking.

It was at a meeting of the Occult so-
ciety, the lecturer had finished her dis-
course and, clasping her hands, leaned
forward on the stand in front of her.
This was in Chicago, according to the
Tribune. "I have endeavored," she said,
"to make this subject as plain as its in-
herently mysterious nature will permit.
Before I take my seat, however, I will
wait a moment to answer any questions
you may like to ask for the purpose of
clearing up whatever points may still
seem obscure to you." "I wi?h you
coulri tell me, ma'am," asked a hollow-
voiced, cadaverous man, rising up in a
distant corner of the hall, "why women
kiss f.-ach- other." This problem of the
ages stumped her.

Tho union of the Free and TTnited Pres-
byte'ian churches in Scotland, long sepa-
rated, has been consummated. The occa-
sion was celebrated a. few days ago by
a gathering of 3.000 ministers of the two
now united societies.

IRev. Alonzn K. Parker, of the Centen-
nial Baptist church. Chicago, Is reading a
chapter of a book h* has written, to his
congregation each Sunday evening.. The
book is called "Leonard Chapln, Sama-
ritan "
During the Christmas time in too

many homes the ohildren have the only
idea of the anniversary as one of get-
ting something, instead of sharing the
joy of giving. Let them take part in
giving and impress upon jthem that the
best part of every gift is the love that
goes with it. Let these lines by Phoebe
Cary be committed to memory:
Children whose lives are blest with love

untold.
Whose gifts are greater than your arms

can hold.
Think of the child who stands
Today with empty hand!

Go fill them yn and you will also fill
Their empty nearts. that be so cold and

still,
And brighten longing eyes
With grateful, glad surprise.

May all who have at this blest season
seek

His precious little ones—the poor and
weak;

In joyful, sweet accord.
Thus lending to the Lord!

People occasionally return home from
church and pronounce the sermon a dull
one. There may be other faults than
that of the preacher. Maybe the hearer
is in bad humor. Maybe the week-old
air ia the church is bad'and makes the
congregation stupid. Maybe the mind of
the hearer is wandS'ing with business or
social affairs. Maybe the preacher has
been overworked at day-meetings, fune-
rals, weddings, siok visits, goeial calls,
etc. When next you hear a sermon
and say it fs dull, look for the reason.
You may find it in yourself.

Today, Dec. 23. is the anniversary of
the birth of Richard Arkwright, in 1732,
the inventor of the spinning frame which
revolutionized the manufacture of cotton
and woolen goods; of Joseph Smith, in
ISOS, founder of the Mormon sect.

PERTINENT OR PARTLY SO.

The trust evil is certainly growing.
Even the mercury is higher this year
than usual.

The Duke of Manchester's $2,000 bull
terriers mixed yesterday, and the damage
is estimated a;t §500.

The ill health of Li Hung Chansr Is
said to be causing- anxiety in Pekin.
Usual it is his vigor that worries the
politicians when a man has held his job
as long as Li Hung to his.• \u2666 \u2666

Itwill be interesting to see how the Re-
publicans who have been telling their
wives their money was tied up In bets on
Van Sant will square themselves now
that all bets can be taken down.• • •

There has never been any dnubt of the
coolness of American naval officers under
fire, and there will be less sir.cc they
have discovered a process of taking
liquefied air on board to keep even lh\j

shells cool.

Paris police made 957 arrests !n two
days. And they did not work them-
selves out of their jobs either.

* • »

The pcPtofrice authorities may be able
to find out with *ha X-rays whether a
package contains Jewelry or not, but

it takes more than an X-raise to get the
jewelry in there in the first place.

The Paris exposition lost 2,000,00)

francs. The directors could readily make
that up by starting along the lines of
Omaha's latest industry.

< AT THE THEATEES. >
GRAND.

James* Neill and the Neill company \u25a0

concluded tlieur week's engagement at j
the Grand last night with the presenta-

tion of Bronson Howard's comedy "Aris-
tocracy." The play verifies the truth of
the eld adage, "Satan finds some mis-
chief still for: idle hands to do" for all j
the members of this "Aristocracy" seem I
to possess a penchant for the gentle art j
of flirting. In one or two cases this pen- j
chant developes into a passion, hence the j
story of the play. Mr. Howard has
written a clever satire on that type of j
American society whose purses are as j
long as their lineage is short and on j
that corresponding English type whe
lineages are long and whose purse 3 are I
short. Jefferson Stockton, a San Fran- !
cisco millionaire, to please his wife, de- i

termines to enter New York society. He j
enters it, by way of London, for with !
his money he purchases the good will j
of the London fashionable world, th.3 i
Marquis of Normandale being his sponsor !
—for a consideration. Many members of
the London smart set are introduced in j
the Play and some of them are interest- i
ing. The Neill company gave an excel-J
lent presentation of It. Mr. Neill mak"s ]
a satisfactory Jefferson Stockton. That !
repose of a manner, so peculiarly Mr. |
Neill's own, is eminently suited to the I
part he plays. When a little more dia-
unatic force is necessary, as for instance
in the scuffle with Prince Emil, he ful- j
fills all requirements. As good in its way ;

was Frank McVicars' impersonation of j
the duke. His French was convincing ;
his acting artistic. And equally merit r- !
ions piece of work was Mr. Howard's •
prince. As the marquis of Normandale !
George Bloomquist showed that a char- \u25a0

acter part is not beyond his ability. The j
women were all satisfactory. Miss chap j
man surpassed herself as Diana Stockton, j
Especially good was she in the see :e :

with the prince. There was no effect I
of over-p.cting. Miss Lamkin as Virgin- j
ia Stockton and Miss Dean as Katharine ;
Lawrence were admirable. The court
gowns ai'oused much enthusiasm among
the women in the audience. The play i

was also presented at the matinee yester-
day.

This evening Hoyt's "A Trip to China-
town' with Harry Gilfoil in the tM2
role will commence a week's engage-

STORIES OF THE STREET.
Mrs. Nellie B. Van Slingerland. whose

book paying doubtful compliments to the
president and his official family Is said
10 be the cause of the resignation of
Postmaster Pitkin, of New Orleans, cut
quite a swath in Minneapolis society a
decade ago. A widow with money, she
built a log house at Washburn park, a
log house so ornate In design and luxur-
ious in its inner furnishings that it made
several $5,000 checks back numbers. Then
she married William Harcourt Lynn, a
real estate dealer, a suave personage,
who, with the prestige his marriage to
the wealthy widow gave him, got him-
self elected to the legislature of IS9I, in
a Republican district, on a Democratic
ticket. That was the celebrated fusion
legislature, and the courtly Lynn had
for his house associates from Hennepln
such old liners as C. McC. Reeve, Matt
Walsh. George McAllister. S. A. Stock-
well, William H. Tripp. and Matt Galla-
gher. But Lynn could never bring him-
self down in pride to the level of the
ordinary legislator until financial reverses
came upon him and separation from the
once wealthy widow and, subsequently,
divorce followed. Who Van Slingerland
was Mrs. Mead Lynn's old friends In the
Twin Cities have not been advised. Lynn
appears in the book as Mr. Nesmith. Mrs.
Lynn-Mead is Helen Nesmith. Her debut
is thus described:

"Shortly before the banquet-room dpors
were opened Blngham had been presented
by the hostess to a lady about whom
many gentlemen had been hovering and
whom he escorted to the recast, much to
the chagrin of several competitors for
that honor.

"There was something in the frank,
gracious maner In which Helen Nesraltli
grreeted Blngham tliat would probably
have interested him had she been a less
attractive woman. She had a petit*,
rlohJy rounded figure, a low brow under a
sweep of soft brown hair In which seem-
ed to a snrolder of fire; alert, candid blue
eyes which kindled with self-assertion,
sparkled with »hy saucincss, blurred with

Circulation of the Globe
For November,

Ernest P. Hopvocd, superintendent of circulation of the St. Paul
Glebe, being duly sworn, deposes and says that the actual circulation o£
the St. Paul Globe for November. 1900. is herewith correctly set forth:

1 17,600 16 17,720
2..-...17,900 17 17,725
3 17,855 is 17,500
4 21,400 19. 17,450
5 17,675 20 17,400
6 21.900 2i 17,390
7 24,100 22 17,400
8 21,200 23 17,650
9 18,350 24 17,600

i° 18,000 25 17,400
ii 17,800 26 17.400
i 2 17,600 27 17,400
13 17,550 28 17,450
14 17,550 29 17,450
i 5 17,500 30 17,600

ERNEST P. HOPWOOD.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of December, 1903.

H. P. PORTER.
[Notarial Seal^j Notary Public. Ramsey Co., Minn.

Thomas Yould. being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am an employe
exclusively of the St. Paul Dispatch, in the capacity of foreman of
press room. The press work of the St Paul Globe is regularly done by
said Dispatch under contract. The numbers of the respective day's cir-'
culation of said Giobe, as set out in the above affidavit of Ernest P. Hop-
wood, exactly agree with the respective numbers ordered to bs printed by
said Globe; and in every case a slightly larger number was actually printed
and delivered to the mailing department of said Globs.

THOS. YOULD.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this Ist day of December, 1900.

S. A. YOUNG.
[Notarial Seal.] Notary Public. Ramsey Co , Minn.

FURTHER PROOF IS READY.
The Globs invites any one and every one interested to. at any time,

make a full scrutiny of its circulation lists and records and to visit its
press and mailing departments to check and keep tab on the nun ber of
papers printed and the disposition made of the sams.

sympathy and gore quirk note of he]
intuitions. Her head had a slightly pen'
emptory poise as if a very fervi
ture, betrayed in a full bust and red
sensitive mouth, were held under g\ •\u25a0\u25a0' '

It was natura] that the
the enchanting woman should
gether, and they soon si ,
of those quiet niches prepi
for such occasion?. "His lyes and tone*leveled at thousands a ;Yw hours
were hers only at their 1
through them came a gentleness that t<
her seemed the very velvet of fine def
erenee." The affinities parted, bul
ham had received permission- 1
his enslaver.

Mrs. Nesmith had a good
husband somewhere and Bingham
loved and unipylng wirY from'wlh v
wa.? separated but not dliOFced.

The secoi:d chapter itr Mrs,
Bingham as a very unlovely chai • r
Love had flOvn out of the window oJ
the BJngham house soon aft r the honey-
noon. A week elapsed wfthoul t^t
husband and wife meeting, Bin hair
told his woes to the lovelj Hel Sh<
had similar troubles of hi own, and in-
dulges In this thought:

"Helen's lie-art yearned to him in ten _
der compassion, and with a sense D
ger toward his unworthy wife. Sh(
longed to bear solace to him, and t-vei
smiled at the thought that Mrs. Ming-
ham and Mr Nesmith should be ii'ikec
together.

"Bingham's message on the morrow
with th» (lowers rejo ; -aht
promptly canceled a previous engage-
ment for the evening and bad.: !:in
come.

"He went, and the next evening an<
on the afternoon of tho ensuing daj the 5
rode out together. Before their r turn
at dusk they understood their need o/
each other.

"John Bingham was the last m t<
presume upon the grace of a good "rri-
an and she the last of b*»r sex to permi;
It. Neither expected, when \ .
od away, to confess so much, bu the "
admiration of each for the ottv
that instinctive telegraphy in n
tremor or look which communicates!
what we rr.ay seek to hiJe in
speech, led to a disclosure of
hunger, and Helen had
from her hostess, wher> Bhe hi
John Bingham. of his somber life.

"Tho carriage brought bark a ur\
mated husband and an unm ; ;t .1 wifj"
who hud confessed their m i <\u25a0

tion. Yes, John Blngham and lie-lent
Nesmith rejoiced that they ,
other!

"Mr, Nesmith and Mrs Bin)
no more a part of their lives long tha^f-is a sheriff of a prisoner's life
wrist and his custodian's a c
handcuff holds." 'Still Mr. Nesmlth was as much
way as the sheriff mentioned. He hdU
money—Mrs. Nesmith's money, tin
er is told. To outwit Mrs. Grundy Hel.
en drove out twice a week and took un
Blngham at some remote point.

The lovers were estranged, but laiei
met in Washington.

As they rode up Pennsylvania a
hand In hand, he asked:

"And Mr. Ncsmilh?"
"He took away the least desiral

my property last—himself; he Is some'
where in Latin America," she n !.
"Nobody is eager to see him save
Iff or twu. I have divorced him."

For Lynn did go to Latin Am ricsj
and was divorced. John Bingham, h.«
ferentially, is Pitkin.

* \u2666 •
Old Parson Helton, a B3ptt3l i

of Tennessee, had eight,
during the Civil war sixteen enll lir
the Union army nnd two sided with th'
Confederates. When the old mini: i

reached hi.s eighty-eighth year, som
who did not know about his sons'
asked him where his sympathies la
ing tlie war. "My sympathies wei
the Union by fourteen majority,
the old man.

In Washington, D. C, one day last
winter, Henry Watterson, of Kent \u25a0):**
sat in a retired corner in Chairibarlul>|
drinking high balls, so they say, wbKI
Senator Thurston walked over to IHh t3
ble. "What is the matter. Watterson^]
he Inquired; "you look down In tM
mouth." "I was thinking," sai.l tljl_
great editor, "of the decay of oratQrj
in tl\ls country. Years ago we h;i<|
many notable orators—Clay, Ca
Webster and others—but today you car
count them on the fingers of your ojn
hand. Why, Thurston, I know of bnj
three men in all the United Statt.s *h.
are entitled to be called orator?" " vVb
are they?" inquired Thurston. '"i our
self, myself and George R. Peck." Tb.i_
senator from Nebraska smiled con"
temptuously and remarked: "Wr.i t ;
thunder la the use of dragging 'J'-iVr
R. Feck in? He is not here."


