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OVEIISIGHT OF A MUCH-IXSiKED

MAIV IX TILE HEMLOCK
BELT

ONLY OVERLOOKED ONE LINE

Provided Asalnst Fire, Lightning*

; s'.";\u25a0 Hurricane* ? and - Explosions—
( . Sow He Wants an EJartli-

*i^ . .. (iuakc Policy.
Ut

New York Sv;n.
•'The man sat on a stump at the side

of the toad, just where the road turns, a
little way this side of Geeville, in the

\u25a0; Hemlock Belt," said John Gilbert, the
; traveling groceryman. "He stopped me

•ls I drcve up. • •- '
" 'Cap'n, said he, 'if you're one of 'em,

end..-.insure agin earthquakes. '111 take
• out a policy, right now.'

"I didn't understand him, arid told him
Bo

: " 'Then you ain't one of 'em. and I'm
- powerful sorry,' said the man. 'I was

hor-in' you was one of em, and that y ur
* line was earthquakes,. 'cause then me and

you could a-done business right on the
, spot.". I been havin' the unrr.erclfullest

run o' tough luck, Cap'n, you ever see or

\ heered tell on, and if you. was only one_ of 'em, with that pertic'lar lire, I mout
V stand a chance of havin' things more
,my way, after all. Don't . s'poae you:
t ever had any hard luck, Cap'n.?' ;- •:. ....:•
i| MI told the man I had been up against
i*pretty hard lines, more than once. •.---\u25a0

& " 'You don't know nothln' about lit"
It Bald the man on the stump. Let me give
'i you a little inklin' of how luck can cut

Up; here in the Hemlock-Belk, when it
cits agoin'and you'll forgit all the tough
luck you ever had or t.eerd on. Some-
thin' itike a couple o' months ago » man
come along by my place, down yonder In
Geeville. He said he was insurir." folks
again fire. I told him that bein's as I
was a good orthodox Hardshell I'aptist
I didn't think I'd need it."

•""No, no!" says he. "Your house.
Tour.house is liable to bum, ain't it, even
If you ain't?"

"Now the fact was, my house was a good
Vn, but old and dry as tinder, bein' made. o' pir.e. When the weather was leal hot
yve use to keep wet carpet on the roof,
and I had "no smokin' ' signs hung up
here and there about the house. It had
been on fire nine times, bat we always
managed to git it out. So the upshot o"
this feller's talk was that I let him in-
sure the house again fire; and I took
down the 'no smokin' ' signs, and told
the folks they needn't bother with the
"»vet carpets any more. 1 guess maybe it. .was • the next week when another chap
came along a horseback.

" ' ''How d' do? " says he.
< "'I said how d' do.' •

" ' "1 want to insure you agin wind,"
Bays he.

" 'I asked him If I looked like a feller,
that couldn't stand up agin a book agent
or a patent right seller, and he said
no.

• ' "But that ain't it," says he. "Your
Ihouse. Hurricanes. Gales o' wind. Hur-
ricanes, couid take your house away
and never bring it back, couidn t they."

" "Hurricanes has got a way o' drop-
pin' down around here, sudden and
strong and, to tell the truth, I used to
ihave my house snubbed with ropes to
three or four pine stumps that stood
xiigh. and I've seen her groan and lift
(herself, and make them ropes squeak
and squeal a-holdin' of her down, when
some o' them gales o' wind come sur-
gin' agin her, I can tell you! So 1 let
that chap argue me into insurin 1 the
house ag in wind and I cut the guy ropes.
Don't seem to me that it was more than
ten days later when another feller drove
in.

\u25a0' ' "Want to insure you agin lightnin'
fitrikin' you," says he.

See here!" says I. "I been waitin'
nine years for that old aunt o' mine to
die, and she's worth $9,000. She may
leave it tv my counsin Eli, or to my
uncle Jake, or to my Aunt Hanner, or to
the dominie, or to me. You can't tell
where UgMnin'r. goin' to strike, though,
and I'm in a state of mind that won't
let me insure agin it's strikin' me,'
says I.

No, no!" .•-\u25a0ays he. Your house.
Forked lig-htnir.' from the sky has beenknown to skitter down and strike houses
pretty nigh as good as this un o' your n,"
cays he.
,'. 'As a matter o' fact, Cap'n, lightnin'

had struck that house three times al-
ready, and I was actu'ly pinin' that mm•-

-• ute for a lightnin' rod pedler to come.. along so's I could git up a dicker with
him fer runnin' seme rods up on her;
consequently, me and this insurance chap
agreed, and he socked a policy on her: agin her bein' struck by lightnin'. The
lightnin' rodman came along not moron

•*..•.an hour later, but o' course I didn'tcare to dicker with him then.
'The woods must a' been full o' theminsurance 1 fellers just about then for it

wasn't long fore up drove another one
chipper as could he. . '"' "I've sort o' come in," says he "toInsure you agin explosions."

" ' "Why," .says I, 'I'm a widower, and

Ramsey's. ;., My house wa3 < next in line,
when the consarned r.'ini changed andswept the. i.re right-in the oypjs.te d

; tion, and I see there wasn't any use. It
didn't even scorch the sidin".
" 'Next;' day one of them suJder, hvr-

ricanes -; swooped dpwn on, us. I sen it
makin' . straight " for my plic-p.' and I
never seen one- that, was such a hummer.
I was feetin" good, when all in a sreond
that hurricane; veered. Itgrabbed Sam
Bagg's: house, standin' : not two rids en
the left o 1 mine, and the hist 1 s?en o"
Sam's house it-looked like a pile o' chips
gcin' down the hill, And that aggravatin'
hurricane took :Bill Binders barn tint
stood just behind my garden fence, lift-
ed it plumb over my house, and filled the
road with it right in front of me—
not even a shingle on my house was iii!
Aggravating Well, I should -say so! .

" 'But that was'rit all. r The llghtni.'i*
that ollered that hurricane spit' out most
tremendous, but it jumped right over my
house and hit th« sawmill kerplink! That
busted the sawmill's b'iler. - I was lijht
in the line o' fire, but as that mill and

Her went fiyin* about they took with'em Jake Betts' blacksmith shop, tv
tavern barn, and Bill Smiley's wagon
house, all of \u25a0 "cm more than a hundred
yards away, and never as much^as shookan inch o' plasterin* off o' my wall!

" 'Tough luck? Maybe you don't thinkso. But listen. Follerin' right on the
heels o' that lightnin' come the tr;men-
dousest cloud burst thatffeyer-busted. And

# it swept and swashed right plumb ag'ln
that house o' mine all the water that itlet loose, and away she went erisky-te-
crash! Humpy-te-thump! and not a dang
dollars worth of. insurance on her cc i i

•water! Tough! Say. -Cap 7n-
" 'But the lot the house stood on i3

left, cap and so I was hbpin you wasone of 'era. and that your line was earth-quakes. for then I'l a put a policy on the
lot agin earthquakes right now. and
maybe we mowt git a shake-up that'dsplit her from stem to stern,' and maybe
leave nothin' but a 'hoFe^in : the ground,
so's I could have a leetle somethin' to
stand off agin that tough luck o' mine
But I see you ain't one of 'em. and I m
powerful sorry. ."IfJ you happen to runagin one of 'em.and his line is earth-quakes, jest tell him to come over he c,

AN APPROPEIATE GIFT. .

Mrs. Kindheart—Poor man. I'll send you a pair of shoes when I reach home.

''My husband is so very much afraid of fire."
'You don t say so?"

"Yes; he makes me get up ever morning to make it.*'

will you, and I'll do business with him
on the spot!'
"I told the man I would, and droveon, musing on the mutability of human

affairs, and the proneness of men, par-
ticularly ir. the hemlock belt, to sub-
stantiate the charge St. Paul made in his
haste against mankind in general, what
time the world was younger."

\u25a0iii mm
FItKSII CHAPTER 1 OP TORTL'IIIS

TALKS GIVEN. TO THE CIV-
-11,17.101) WORLD

BY A JAPAN NEWSPAPEB,

Soldiers of the Czar Murder . tbe
Children and Viola the Fe- .

males of China Wher-
."\u25a0 ever Found.

Only a few weeks ago the press told
in the words of a Japanese newspaper,
The Niroku Shlnpo, a dieadful story cf
the cruelties Russian soldiers i.ractice en
the Chinese in the territory which the
czar's army occupies in China. Today
another fearful chapter Is added from
the columns of this Tokk) journal. The
account ©ays:

POSTAGE STAMPS.

Parts They Sometimes Play In Oid
World Politics.

The mourning stamp which may be seen
displayed in some London curiosity
shops,, issued by the Finns to mark the
final extinction of their independent is-
sues, may recall other instances in which
political changes and developments in
various countries have left their record
on the postal labels, says the London
Globe. We are now familiar with the
"V. R. I." stamped upon the issues of
the two former South American republics,
but few, perhaps, remember that the
old stamps of the Transvaal were also
used for some time after the former an-
nexation in Tike manner imprinted with
"V. R." In something the same way,
during the war of Peru against Chili,
about twenty years ago, when the vic-
torious Chilian troops occupied certain
Peruvian provinces, the Chilian arms
were impressed on a large number of the
stamps taken, in the postoffices.

The political changes of our friendsacross the channel are clearly illustrated
on their stamps. We find in succession
the head of Liberty, then Louis Napo-
leon as president, and after a few years
wearing a wreath of laurel as emperor.
The commune briefly reintroduced tnc
head of Liberty, which s'ielded in tne
new era to the allegorical figures of
Peace and Commerce. We may fairly dis-
cern, too, a shade of political significance

my mother-in-lar/ don't live here. Ex-plosions ain't Jayin'- in wait for me,"says l. • \u25a0 .-- .. (• . ..
-_," ' 'Tut, tilt!" says he. "Your house.That sawmill yonder has got a b'iler in. It. B ilers has got a way o 1 splittin' them-
selves open once in a while, no matter
how good they be. If that one in thatfcawm:ll should take it into its head toopen up, where would this house o'your'n land?"' says he. . .

*' 'Now there couldn't 'a been no deny-
In- that the b'iler in that sawmill was

• shaky and leaky, and liable to go off
\u25a0.most any time, and it wasn't more than.. twenty-focf away from. the • side o' my
house,.so I [el that feller put a policy on
the house agin explosions; and I knocked
down the h.gti fence betwixt the sawmilland. me,- ana chocped-away seme tree*. that stood there. The.: very next daya chap came from scmewhtres else and
told me that he was there to insure me

:ag'jn watt-r. •-:. - . •\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 - \u25a0.\u25a0-.
-,\u25a0 ' ••What, - me?" I says. /'Me. the or-thodoxest kind of an orthodox Hardshell.baptist? Me insure a'gai water?" I

i .says. •\u25a0-.\u25a0,„'. ... .-.-... - -Vm,irN^' ni?!" sa >s he- "Not you, your
win^vm,H Cts and floods- You don't
fti«"rni ousre washed away with no

'"Bays he
6 °n: l agin water, do you?";

on' fhili %' house was high and dry
«ond h IV here wasn't a - stream jnor a:
not if r£ Cn•oag', li to -get water up to it,
months So

STn(? Uld .rasn steady - or two
-a^d loirlfushed ;and P ooh- i2oahert.

water St Va!f,c no Insurance .asm
, Caap'n; now^i^i^Pll^ 'V°l!'
rruo' 1?*0 vocks sgo the wodds trSt a'".re

"We have no other hope in raising our
protest against the brutality of certain
European soldiers in Ohina than that the
treasures cf science as well as the light
i: truth will bring us and our children
the immeasurable bl<s?lrg> of the age
whi; h has just dawned upon ua. Yes, wo
raise our protest not without foundation.
If you read through the following story
you will sympathize with us and under-
stand why we cannot help crying out for
humanity and civilization.

"In bur paper we have. described the
scenes of brutality witnessed by a Jap-
anese war correspondent at Tung-chau
on the afternoon of Aug. 17. In the

evening of the same day the corre-
spondent, after, returning to his hoteland finishing his supper expeditiously,
went out toward the northern gate ofthe city. He saw some European sol-
diers passing along the street, bringing
with them a handsome looking boy anda nicely dressed woman. These twopoor captives were forced to walk onagainst their will, surrounded by sol-
diers who passed their comrades on theway and smiled at each other while ex-
changing complimentary words as if tocongratulate them upon their success.The boy was weeping, the woman sob-
bing. They walked on despairingly
Overpowered by the sad sight, the cor-
respondent could not follow to the endand witness what happened there. Turn-ing away, he walked on along the wallof the castle, trying to forget the painful
impression in watching a bustling crowd
of men engage! in transporting military
stores.

MONSTERS OP CRUELTY.
Slowly he went on about . half a miletoward the bank of. the Pei-ho, when hiseyes were arrested once again by thesight of a Chinese mother, with her cry-ing infant In her arms, appealing withclasped hands and woßshiping ft thefeet of a few rough-looking Russian sol-diers. Presently one of them, a monsterof cruelty, thrust his kand Into the worn-

->?«£ Y?if°m and seized the screamingchild like ian eagle clutching its victim
with law

-^
hen he threw the childwith all his might against the stone wallOne piercing cry. and all was over Thehead was crushed to pieets At thisfrightful scene the mother fainted away

prostrating herself on the ground. -'

o^
The soldiers, taking this advantageafter they got rid of the child, violatedthe unconscious mother. When they hadgone, the mother rushed to her lifelesschild and hugged it fondly and weptThe sight was too • pitiful. As to themother she doubtless killed herself andfollowed her child to another world Onearth children are nearest to the angelsin heaven. Even that infant, who knewnothing in the world but to search afterthe : mother's breasts, could not escape

from the bloody, hands of those Russiansoldiers' - - • ".-."•\u25a0"•'.\u25a0 :-' -<-• • '\u25a0" : .
'Woe indeed to a country when it isconquered. The people who live in theconquered land cannot escape such bru-tal treatment. Where is justice? Whereis Humanity? Does God exist? Has not

£hri l T#aus:ht, Love to the whole crea-tion? If we keep silent in the face ofsuch times what may become of the civ-ilization of the twentieth century?
THE MURDEROUS GOVERNOR.

One of the most heartless of the Rus-sians is said to be Gen. Grivskie mili-tary governor of the province of Amur
SLer^cid?nt! lim the Niroku Shinpo teli*

"Last year when the Boxers in Man-churia -rose in arms and attacked \u25a0 Bla-govestchensk, over 5,000 Chinese residingin the town were drowned in the Amurriver by the order of the general, who
Governor' " called the Murderous.
' '.'Having once been asked if it was not'too cruel to drown thenTall the generalcoolly answered: 'The Chinamen Them-selves have invited- their fate. If theyhad not. invaded the Russian province

notAT^J^^^ th6y W°Uld

fli&s taod JiafnKiff'pisysrciaa!
from armed soldiers, as his orders are ?okill indiscriminately. In fact h« iV,JL*2
on wiping out a nation by wiling o d £%yount- until there is not a single soul leftto oppose him. The governor wen fserves the title." * . ernor. well de-

SOME SPIDEB, STOEIES.
in the design chosen by the emperor forthe . new. stamps of Germany. The de-
sign presents an allegorical figure of
Germany herself, armed in a coat of mail,
but with her sword in its sheath. " "

.\u25a0•.' —\u25a0 •\u25a0«•» : -\u25a0:,---. \u25a0

AX OLD BACHELOR. \u0084

'Twas raw,: and chill, and cold outside- With boisterous wind untamed ~."
But 1 was . sitting snug within, ' '

Where my good log-fire flamed.
As my clock ticked, \u25a0' '_ My cat purred, , .

*And my kettle sang. • -:

Iread, me a tale of war and love :
Brave knights and their ladies fair;

And I brewed a brew of stiff hot-scotchTo drive away dull care, ':'''- '.'\u25a0'\u25a0 -
\u25a0 As my clock ticked," t

My cat purred,

J_i_^_An^ my ;kettle 'sang. •

At last the candles sputtered out :
But the embers still were bright

When I turned my tumbler upside down- An bade mself g'night!
As th' ket'l t-hic-ked :•The clock 1 purred, ~. *And the cat (hie) sang! •

—Life.
—^

An Effeminate Pastime. "';
Puck. •-' •\u25a0• -v;':" '\u25a0\u25a0"\u25a0' ''.'\u25a0'" '"' ' '\u25a0\u25a0" '" "

:-'';4 -'
Tourist (in Wyoming town)-I supposethere is no saloon wrecking going onaround-here? . i .-.\u25a0:.-„.... \u0084_ ° °-

-'B "";:
»

llandlord— Not now. ~ There usedter beIJ~Pt£Z iVdone ' but since th hoys
! i^nrt ,-,:/*\u25a0 I'1'- women wuz doin' . thatlid«v thins oown invKansas-1 -haven'tLhad jeven-ahsht shot-out." .^ \u25a0 \u25a0' \u25a0 X-v- :\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0 j:: - ' -'\u25a0 •'. - •\u25a0'..,-:• ";iv- ij::-:,_-[y.;;;-- '\u25a0'--\u25a0'"i;~,:'-J

Proctor Kuolt S«w One That Caught, . .\u25a0 -iivMoiise.
Harvey Sutherland in Ainslee's.

,the bluing off a gun barrel/ ihave bSn
tcr to; the taste, but thoughi tSe-flr^
medicine the? only use the heallne art

web usea for that grows ondt?thVcou2-
-ip^fegiElil^tut
stantiated.by no less a''pet^nage: t£mthe late Proctor Knott, ?who \u25a0 was thengovernor of Kentucky, though nlseiSter claim to fame was his speech in con!press about Duluth. 'the Zenith CitJ 6?: \u25a0

the un-!alte, d seas,' as he 'humorously-called it, which is very far indeed from ;
being -anything nowadays but ? a SaSstatement of; fact, -as he lived to seeGov. Knott made a signed statement of -the event and sent it to Prof McCookS&S? au*hority on the spider question
nobody wi 1 dispute. He saw the spidershortly after she had snared the mouseby the end of its tail, and white H wasstill alive and struggling half-way offthe ground, and ;he fsaw it after it hadbeen hoisted nine inches from"«f"floorand all wrapped up in silk. He calls par-ticular attention ito:the way the spider 1 ;
kept stirring: up the mouse by biting itso as to -get another line on it. lean= just-imagine.,that';s.pider:after' she had :

72 «°
d a& da/ h,aulinf on lines and hal-

\u25a0
loaing. . v •'•nee i -. to -her • children ':"that

|jty™|^jMwßW*w-iJ^s};^gffi-'*£"W***^^,);^^ wcrfi&fC*^^ff.jZjii'''' -2-f*^?*-"-'snj.'«>'*r*^-cSr - _\u25a0. ' . '.--—'*,-_.». \u25a0 *v«Jv \u0084"\u25a0«'- -' . \u25a0 .} r*" —'**\u25a0> '"-*'* -*'" ~'-*"~-
-\u25a0>

*'"•
'\u25a0' "V- - \u25a0 - -'\u25a0- \u25a0-» i.,,'-"*^^-,/.'_.,...* \u25a0 -"\u25a0. -*,^''.'..,' 'v

*• \u25a0*-\u25a0* *—• *"-' *\u25a0 • * *\u25a0#j j v-* xt *«^ ». i x», M~ JV A *_^ j^ * J^ JyvJ J_ «

HOW YOU SHOULD LOOK.

when betting on fftrge aces—

i straight— .V

a fiußh—

IK11111 [66
NEW YORK '. PASTOR DBCRII&S THE

TURNING OP HOMES INTO
GASIBUNG HOPS JOS

WOMEN'S FONDNESS FOE PEI2TK

Gambling; »I«ml>er« of F»f.hJanu.blo
Society Atone for Their Sins by

. Contributing Proceeds of
I'belr Lucky "Pl«y*.....•_:\u25a0_. _;

Fifty-seventh street, near Eighth ave-
nue, Rev. ;D. Asa Blackburn, th« pastor;
yesterday morning indorsed in strong
terms the. proponed crusade on the part
of the ministers of New York churches
Against gambling, says the ; New York
Herald. His sermon, which was entitled
"Desperate § Condition; Immediate. Rem-
edy." was a strong : arraignment •" of the
prevailing vice in New York society and
a complete indorsement of the intended..movement to bring about a purification
of public morals so far as gambling in
particular is concerned. Mr. ; Blackburn

.Quoted from articles on the subject pub-
llnhed in the Herald on Saturday and
again yesterday, In which 1 the extent of
the evil and the contemplated action of
the ministers were set forth. : ; .;: "The Herald Is on ' the : right track
about the extent to which garnbJing is
carried on in society in greater . New
York, and already many.. persons ,'in apt
>ifly'who know that they are guilty of
the offense -charged are commencing to

! feel uncomfortable v because , they are
aware that publicity is being Vdirected
against them collectively," he said.- "It
is • no'":\u25a0 surmise or presumption'\u25a0; on |my
part when I Bay that Iknow that many

church people are guilty of Just what
has been charged m the Herald.
*\=MA leading church woman admitted to
me no longer than a day or two ago. that
'contributions to the' Sunday' offerings in
a certain church' in this city are the pro-
ceeds ; of Rambling games held on tho
night before in the homes of church pen-
pip, who consider themselves greatly out-
raged if accused of being common gamb-
lers: but that is just what they are, and
nothing else. ~ . •:

"The contribution referred to. she as*
:sured me, and I\u25a0 have the most implicit

confidence in what she has told me, cam«
. from the 'kitty/ as it is called by card

*players. I believe. This contribution
money. T was further told, was regarded
by the donors in the nature of a salve to
tb<?j- consciences. , ; ' . ; / ~

"M«ny so-called church people sit un
f" late on' Saturday nights playing carci.i
for money that they are unable to at-

tend to their church duties on the fol-
lowing inprningr because of want of sleep.

Still, because they give liberal contribu-
tions tc their respective" churches they

hold themselves to be excellent Chris
tinfia"-- ' '" ' - ' ' '-?*.'\u25a0 •\u25a0\u25a0."\u25a0"'. \u25a0\u25a0•\u25a0 :\u25a0'\u25a0''\u25a0'\u25a0 "\u25a0

"Gambling In society Is by no means
confined to New York. It seems to exist
almost everywhere throughout the coun-
try. Three weeks ago today I was at
one of the best known hotels in Ashe-
ville, N. C, where many persons who are
nown In church and society circles In
New York and other Northern cities were
stopping. On my way to church in the
morning I passed a 3arge room, a door
of which was partly open. My attention
was attracted by the rattling of chips.
"I looked in that direction and saw

more than a dozen men who call them-
selves Christians, and who I had been
told were church members, busily en-
gaged in playing cards with stacks of
chips in front of them. They were sit-
ting in their shirt sleeves, presumably to
enable them to enjoy the game in great-
er comfort. All thought of shame seemed
to be absent from them.

Before a congregation which crowdei
tb<- Church of the Strangers, on West

"Immense iiarm is also done to ycmng
men and boys in New York by the num-
berless gambling machines that may be
seen In stores and on street corners,
where, by the dropping of a penny or
more a chance is afforded to win cigars
or other so-called prizes. The spirit of
gambling is thus inculcated and fostered
in them.

a king full— ';:3fE 1

four jacks—

and when bluffing oq a busted flush.

were . helping uer-if, indeed, they didn't
stand . around aq.d Jet her do :* all : the
So- »

J hay. she gasped, when the" priz;j
was fin^lfy landed in the nest, 'I'm just
.done quit.-But, - myl:: 'Twas ; worth it!I hewi Why, come in, Mrs. IJnyphia.
™.I.'J t sepn you; I don't know when.Children,:^ up and' Jet Mrs. Linyphia
f?. t,( ŵn- Aln you go* no manners :at
all?: Hun along nowianH. don't be gawk-
ing a{ the company ijko>,you never sefnnobody before. Yes,. 4 .done it ill my-
self, and it just about tuckered me. Mrs.Linyphja. I don't kng^s J'U ever netover it I strained n#;b^ck tyrribie ifrt-
nig-sQ hard

' hut I thfiikVto' myself; "t'll
•niebby never git another chance ;to git
so much meal in to «ocaj; an4my family
is

4
such turrible eatens. 1 v $ ~ 1;; I- Jgfg •/

«rvfA- this itdventuß» . with a- mouse lisnot the only case on xecord where spid-
ers have done deeds':'6rhigh enterprise.The Hon. David . BT^fihiß,,4

of Batavia,
JN. V., saw a striped-snake nine \u25a0 incheslong causrht and kilie<3,-fby a . spider, itarrouth shut up ;with r H}r&Lds\u25a0of . silk andits tail ijad to a knot as to form aloop throush which w'aa r&£ve.a a cord nastrong as sewing sllk^mtfae of multiplied,threads and run up owri sort . bt; pulley
of which a dead fly wHis ihe core. Mayb*you think that is : £?Jst y able-bodiedyarn, but.l what - do^Kgtall the state-
ment .that a Doloniea^.'spider has bei:nseen to catch ,and a. flsh? ; No, = I'msure I've got it right. It wasn't the !fish Jthat caught the spider.':: There wouldn't«i,?ny«f *ry in t)lat aL all- & was the

:n£ Vh Hia^- cai«llt the sh- -.It leapedon the Jish s shoulders nncl bit and; bitand swung ashore and- fastened lines ..til!it; warped the fish: out:of water. It<<wasn't '<fVi hlyh\'ie Pf 1^1 ; iflone;inay:
k*> by the Picture ia IKC ! 0%. hut it wasL;?,.'- an ' vthat:- wonderful . enough :- inIVSCII. .;.<;-/.,;.>-' . \u25a0'\u25a0r.— .'i'.-.y '\u25a0;\u25a0'.' I. \u25a0' r- i.'.-Ti.*""'

i

"It is largely the fault of parents,
however, that so many boys and young
men gamble. Their parents, when de-
sirous of enjoying a quiet game of cards
with frieads often send their children
out in the streets to play. The children
are aware of what is going on. and be-
lievirg that they are Justified in doingwhat thulr parents do, themselves learn
to indulge in games of chance of one de-
scription or another, and in time become
confirmed gamblers, although retaining
an outward appearance of respectability.

"The object of grown-up persons In
playing cards is at first. In many casesto kill time, but later the desire to playfor money becomes a rassion. Idleness
existing, 'the devil flnds some mischief
still for idle hands to do/ and so findsgambling games for society men andwomen.

"Card playing for money in society hascome to be a 'fad.' and many persous
who are too respectable to go to public
gambling houses turn their homes Into
private gaming establishments.

"Another thing to which Iwish fo callattention is the prevalence of the drinking habit among respectable women InNew York In dozens of restaurants ofthe better class maye be found womenladies, if you will, drinking 'high balls, 1
Manhattan Cocktails," and 'brandy andsoda.' In the hotel in which I live Irecently saw two young and pretty wom-en, evidently of entire respectability, en-
ter the restaurant where I was taking
luncheon, and seat themselves at an ad-joining table. They had just come fromsome entertainment at Carnegie hall.

"As soon as they were seated one or-dered a 'high ball' and the other a 'Man-
hattan cocktail.' After having disposed
of these they each ordered another drink
of the same kind.

"From their conversation I gathered
that they lived in a neighboring city andwere only visiting New York. They evi-dently were copying the custom of many
women who live in New York and who
think nothing of drinking in public placed
Twenty years ago or less any womanwho would have done such a thing woujd
have been ostracized by persons of re-
finement and delicacy.

"New York clergymen shoul4 be able
to start a movement that will check sucha state of affairs as exists at present.
Th.ere is every hope of succes?. The
Apostle Paul went to Athens, which wa*at that tinie the intellectual center of theworld; fo Ephesus, the religious center;
to Corinth, the commercial center, and to
Rome, the military center, and started &
religious flame which swept over the
world. In the same way jan flotationcould be started in Greater New York
by clergymen which I am convinced
would bring about an Immense better-
ment in public morals. The trouble la
at present that the church neopte and the
ministers, too, in many cases, are asleepThey must awake. The march of prog-
ress is so rapid in the present day thatthe church is going to be left behind if
it does not wake up. and if this happens
it will never catch up."

Drolleries.
Detroit JournaL ..; -. .-"„ \\ -: As the bride and groom are taking thetrain ' they, are fired 'upon and killed
* For the moment the world •is muchshocked.- \u25a0 \u25a0>"\u25a0\u25a0•;.. -''.: -.-" . \u25a0:*. -'.->\u25a0'. :'\u25a0 \u25a0 j-i

But presently it is discovered that theguns with which Oie killing was donewere loaded with rice.
-' "A practical joke!" exclaims the world,
hereupon. "Ha, ; ha! Ha, ha, ha!" 'it 1 3, not always '\u25a0 easy to discern : th«thin ;\u25a0 line jwhich 5 delimits ? genuine humor
from g hydrocephalous Iidloo/J in its mot*transcendental reaches.
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f
L*A.TntEX<S IN WAR

AM) PEACE .. I>VRFN«J THE. : ; . IaAIST YEAR ....
\u25a0 •

THEIR USE IN SOITTH APBICA

I ;- \u25a0-:\u25a0\u25a0
l)ev£lo tfinen« of the War Horalns-

PlSeon. Service Through oat Eu-
rope Has Been More lfca.ii-

ld Thau ESL»ewbwe.

"Th» New Popularity of : the " Carrie
Pigeon," Is the title of er. article b
George Ethelbert Walsh, which appear
in gt, Nicholas for May. %- . ..- :

Both In•; war ietr.d pe&ric* the - carrier
pigeon has won. new Jaurels \u25a0In the pas
year, ana ita popularity "as a wellbre
pet and domestio messenger has becom
as : great as its' •" usefulness .as ' a carrier
of:^ war dispatches - telegraph an
telephone lines are not established. Tha
so •; innocent a creature' as the dove-lik
carrier should. be selected . forr Importan
war ;purposes, and taken into the Vsery ie*v

for furthering the bloody conflicts o
modern armies seems out of keeping wit.
the aims of nature and an abuse of man'
power. The pigeon is eminently a peace
loving bird ;and its nature is'so. differen
from | those of. the screaming . eagle an.
falcon that" as an emblem of war"!
should be ia." totai-failure. Nevertheles
the timid bird has served •armies' in tine
of need ana 5 is cultivated for' its practice,
war usefulness to an extent never dream
ed of ' for "either ". falcon' qr~eagle, '"In
sense it is the war bird of- the day.

The £igeo_n post at Durban, In £'out
Africa, wa« th« beginning of the -pfejeij/
expef>in3£fl£o conducted m rtctnt earn
paigna between the English and Votes
and scores of messages ware carrte:
from on© part of the English army to an
other by means of the birds. Col. Has

this country depends more upon private
breeders for its supply of carrier-pigeons
than upon the birds already in the ser-
vice of the army or navy. Out great
distance by sea from all other po*.v.?rful
nations makes it unnecessary to arrange
for the services of caiTier-yigcouo as the
European countries have done. There is
little chance of any foreign army ln-
vartlng this country and dtstroylng the
railroad and telegraph lines connecting
the big cities. Pigeon breeding and train-
ing nave therefore been carried on in
th<> iJaitcd Statea more in tiie interests
of peace and pleasure. There are hund-
reds of enthusiastic owners in every
state of the union, and probably m n->
country has the work of raiging the
birds been attended to with greater intel-ligence and success.

ASHBTJRNHAM EVANGELARIUM
Copy of the GospeLs for Which
i-' 950,000 Was Recently Paid.

', The splendid manuscript of the "Evan-
gelia Quatuor, 1' which for over sixty
years has been in the possession of the
Earls of Ashburniham. has been sold by
private treaty to a purchaser who is not an
Inhabitant of England, says - the -'London
Tfwea. : The price paid is S»,QOO-probatly
the; highest Bum ever paid, for a singlevolume. *'

•\u25a0 '",'\u25a0'"' '\u25a0]- ";'-'•
i The history of the volume, one of the
most important and beautiful example*
of early goldsmiths' and Jewelers' art in
existence, Is definite and simple. It be-longed for many centuries to the abbey
of Noble - canonesses, founded A. D. S3l «by. the Emperor Lewis the Piou3 at
Landau, en the Lake of Constance. There
is a tradition that the manuscript waa
given by the emperor at the time of th»
foundation of the abbey, but this cannot
be correct, as the writing is of a much
later date. The abesses had the ran?:
of princesses of th« emoire, and traditionsays that this volume w?.s carried be/or*
them in processions of stat?, with tho
sword of justice.'. it remained in posses-
sion of the abbey until-its dissolution, i.i
.1803. when pensions were allotted to tfao
canon^sses, and they were allowed t~>jiiyide_among themselves the contents ot
the treasury of (he abbey. This bqbJ,
filing to the share of Canoness Antoin-
ette. Baroness yon Kneburg-. after her
death was pnrt-hase<; by Baron Joseph c«
.L'apsberg,-a-hp-60)4 it to Booao, the Lon«
don Ijooksiiiler, In 134?. It was slmos* im»r;iediat4.ly sold to the late Lord Ashburnj

HE WAS EIGHT.

, «,,M^ll?g?r~T l\e tbLs mor»>a« »*«* *\u25a0«** >'<>y d«*a't try to play 'call, thatyoy just tried to look pretty. " *Placer—That ain't so; 'deed it aint.

sard, of the Royal Engineers, a staff of-
ficer at the Cape, had made a life study
of tjw; carrier pigeons, and befot; ths
war forok.e out he had established pigeon
posts between nxost of the belt-ague; ed J
cities. From L.a4ysmith, lambency and
Mafejfing pigeons early in the sieges reg I
ularly brought messages. from the Eng-
lish soldiers cooped up in the towns. Sir!
George White's first message from Lady-!
smith wa3 carried by a pigeon, and .th.£means of - communicating with the out I
side world continued until t the | numbe
of birds in the city* was -exhausted.

It was only a short time J>efore the out
break of the wftr in ; South Africa that th
English : government,, decided to es
tablish a . service of canler pigeons. In
the navy, pigeon v posts were recognized
means of carrying information as early!
as 1896, and \u25a0= there are over a . thousand
birds recorded on the books of the roya inavy. The first naval loft was at Poits- 1:
mouth and now there are two others. In'
the English army the post's; have been
confined almost exclusively to the Capo j
where the nature of ; the country make !
the homing pigeon service of more valu
than in England. " ' ••- ; .- - *\u25a0 \u25a0

The development of' the war homing-
pigeon .... service throughout Europe • has
been more : rapid than elsewhere, 'r.nd j
army posts support : large numbers of I
them. Strict laws are mader.to protect!
those in \u25a0 private lofts. As- ;a great mill-1tary camp, Europe looks upon the car- \
rler-pigeon as a menace to the country'
It not held under strict military control.
In Germany, for instance, every pigeon;
raified by Private breeders must be regis^ '

fered, and the pigeon cannot bo taken
out of the country or sold without per- 1
mission from the military - authorities.'
In the event of war, the German author
ities reserve the right to. claim and take!
possession of every carrier pigeon in the!land. In addition to this,every fortress andcamp on German soil has its \u0084 pigeon
service, and over $10,0 CO is appropriated
annually for the jsupport of! this serviceThere are upwards of ten thousand pig-
eons belonging to the war department,
and every bird is • carefully trained and
tested. -,;\u25a0<\u25a0,:; :..-.:o'- <\u25a0\u25a0 "\u25a0\u25a0":'\u25a0;\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0

>' -.^/.v;;;^ -.;:The United States military | and naval
authorities have approved of the pigeons
as ]aids to the regular, telegraphic means
of communication, and there are severalposts established In the '.West and along
the Atlantic^ coast. But on the whole '

ham. -It was exhibited by the present
carl at the Society ofAntiquaries i.i June,

'Hie binding is formed of stout boards
lined on the inside with ancient em-
broidered ejlk and covered on the out-
ride with beaten sold, the upper cover
with our Savior on the cross, the" 'sur-
face *i<Lh raised borders and lin«3 of
fretwork in gold. And studded with 327
emeralds, sapphires, carbuncles, pearls
and. other precious stones. The lowercover is formed into a cross patee. witha border of mosaic enamels, and set
with thirty-five precious stones. Thecovers of the book date from about the
end of the eighth century, or probably
rather later. This Evangeliarijm or
Textus, is not merely Interesting as a
work of art; it is associated on the oneside with the. early history of Christianity
in Bavaria,-and' the. part which the Irisn
ecclesiastics took in its introduction intothat district; and on the other with that
great, dynasty which, played so import-
ant, a part in the history, of Kur.ope.

As far as the manuscript Itself is con-
cerned, it is not enriched wftii the fine
miniatures which adorn the best exam-
ples of the Carlovinglan. school, and the
inside of the book is'distinctly less inter-
esting than the outside. It consists of
220 pages "of vellum, 12% \ Inches by 10inches,. and comprises the text of the
four gospel* of Jeromes version, pre-
ceded by their arguments or prefaces (s>t
Luke having two), and of the epistle of
Jerome: to the Pope Damascus; with ta-
bles of the Eusebian canons. The writ-ing is of German origin and the text isby several scribes, written not earlier
than 950. \u25a0„The appearance of an unpre-
tentious book in such a splendid dress is
explained by the : probability that the
manuscript has usurped the'place of\u25a0anolder and finer copy, more in harmony
with the covers. '\u25a0•\u25a0

During the whole of the medieval pe-
riod every rich church possessed one ofthese magnificently written Textus. orBooks of the Gospel. It was placed on
the high altar before the celebration of
the mass, during which It was used for
the "reading of the gospel." It was also
used to serve the purpose of a Pax. be-ing handed among the ministers of thealtar for the ceremonial kiss of peace,
which in primitive times hod been ex-
changed among the members of the con-
gregation themselves.

Important « hauge« in' Tlsne;
Commencing Monday, April 29th, th«Burlington Route morning train for Chi-cago and St. Louis will leave the Uniondepot; St. Paul, at 8:06 a. m., except Sun-day, ten minutes earlier than heretofore.
his train arrives at Chicago 9:35 p. m..same day. "~ \u25a0

CHTftH THAT SEEHII IDRSRPIR 9 TOiy spend S^OO or t3.CO when to will rive yon 81\I I11* cfauYln.. iJf F. rr a \u25a0, " lACKAtiEBBEST varieties frnh Garden SKKDsftor °7
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