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OVERSIGHT OF A MUCH-INSURED
" MAN IN THE HEMLOCK

4 BELT

‘ONLY OVERLOOKED ONE LINE

. Epot.

Provided Against Fire, Lightning,
Hurrvicanes - and  Explosions—
Now He Wants an Earth-
guake Poliey.

£ 3

New York Sun.
‘““Phe man sat on a stump at the side
of the road, just- where the road turns, a
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little way this side of Gc..,vni'.c. 14n

Hemlock Belt,” sald John Gilbert, the
traveling groceryman. ‘‘He stopped me

€s I-drcve up. :
*“Cap'n,’ said he, ‘if you're one of 'em,

end insure ag'in earthquakes, ‘Il take
ut a peolicy, right now.’

. g di}m't understand him, and told him
= .
;: ** “Phen you ain't one’ of 'em, and I'm
puwerful sorry,’ said the man. ‘I was
horin’ you was one of em, and that ycur
line was earthquakes, 'cause then me and
vou could a-done business right on the
£ I been hayvin' the unmercifullest
run o’ tough luck, Cap'n, you ever see or
heered tell on, and if you was only one
of 'em, with that pertic'lar lire, I mout
stand a chance of havin' things more
my way, after all. Don’t s’pose you

: ever had apy hard luck, Cap'n.?
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i» said the man on the stump.
“wyou a little inklin’

. house, so I let thot felier put a policy
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“J told the man I had been up against
pretty hard lines, mora t‘h’an onlca.t o
S & ¢ tnow nothin’ abou .
You don’'t know B, ol
of how luﬁk ca:‘n cx;:
up, here in the Hemtock Belk, when
g%ts agoin’ and vou'll forgit all the Eough
luck you ever had or Leerd on. Some-
thin’' - Hke a couple o' months ago & man
come along by my place, down 3'u1}der In
Geeville. He said he was Insurin’ folks
again fire. I told him that bein’s as I
was a good orthodox Hardshell Faptist
I didn't think I'd need it.”

“¢4No, no!” says he. ‘“Your house.
Your_house is liable to buin, ain’t it, even
if you ain't?” X

“Now the fact was, my house wasa good
un, but old and dry as tinder, bein’ made
o' pine. When the weather was 1eal hot
we use to keep wet carpet on tle roof,

and I had ‘no smokin’' <signs hung up
here and there akout the hous2, It had
been on fire nine times, but we always

managed to git it out. So the upshot 0O
this feiler's talk was that I let him in-
sure the house again fire; and 1 took
down the ‘no smokin’’ signs, and told
the folks they needn’t bother with the
wet carpets any more. 1 guess maybe it
was the next week when another chap
came along a horseback.

“‘“How d' do?’' says he.
“‘I said how 4’ do.’
‘*“l want to insure you ag'in wind,
says he.

“‘I asked him If I looked like a feliler
that couldn't stand up ag'in a book agent
or a patent right seller, and he said

no.

“**“But that ain’'t it,”” says he. “Your
house. Hurricanes. Gales o' wind. Hur-
ricanes. couid take your -house away

and never bring it back, couidn't they.”

* ‘Hurricanes has got a way o' drop-
pin’ down around here, sudden and
strong and, to tell the truth, { used to
thave my house snubbed with ropes to
three or four pine stumps that stood
nigh, and I've seen her groan and lift
herself, and make them ropes squeak
and squeal a-holdin’ of her gown, when

Some 0’ them gales o' wind come sur-
€in’' ag'in her, [ can tel you! So 1 let
that chap argue me into insurin’ the

house ag’'in wind and I cut the guy ropes.
Don’'t seem to me that it was more than
ten days later when another feller drove
in.

“* “Want to
strikin’ you,” vs he.

‘¢ “See here!” says I. “I been waitin’
nine years for that old aunt o' minre to
die, and she's worth $9,000. She may
leave it to my counsin Eli, or to my
uncle Jake, or to my Aunt Hanner, or to
the dominie, or to me. You can't tell
where lghinin's goin' to strike, though,
gnd I'm in a state of mind that won't
insure ag’in it's = strikin’ me,’

insure you ag'in lightnin®
i

let me
says I

"says . he. Your house.
nin’ from the sky has been
itter down and strike houses
s good as this un o’ yourn,”

' *As a matter o' fact, Cap'n, lightnin’
had struck that house three times al-
ready, and | was actu'ly pinin’ that min-

ute for a lightnin’ rod pedler to come
along so's 1 could git up a dicker with
him fer

runnin’ some rods up on her;
consequently, me and this insurance chap
agreed, and he socked a policy on her
ag'in her bein’' struck by lightnin’. The
lightnin’ rodman came along not more'n
an hour later, but o' course I didn’¢
care to dicker with him then.

‘“ “Phe woods must a' been full o' them
insurance fcllers just about then, for it

asn't long bsfore up drove another one,
er as could ke.

"' "I've sart o' come In,' says he, “to
insure vou ag'in explosions.”
“t“Why,"” rays 1, “I'm a widower, and
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| Ramsey’s. My house was next in line,

when the consarned wini changed and
swept the f.re ,u{,l%m the oppos.te dorec-
tion, and I sece thére wasn't any use. it
didn’t even scorch the 8idin

“ ‘Next day one 6f them suiden hur-
ricanes swooped. N;?yn on:us,....I scen it
makin’ straight™ for ™y plice, axd I
never seen one that was such a hummer.
I was feelin' good, when all in a szcond
that hurricane veered... Itigrabbed Sam
Bagg's house, standin’' not two ry>ds ¢n
the left o' mine, and the last 1 s2en o'
Sam’s house it looked like a pile o' chips
gein’ down the hill, And that aggravatin’
hurricane took BIill Binder's barn thot
stood just behind my garden fence, lift-
ed it plumb over my house, and filled tte
road with it right in front of me—and
not even a shingle on my house was 1iz!
Aggravatin'? Well, I shoyld say so!

“ ‘But that was'nt all. The lightnin®
that follered that hurrieane spit out most
tremendous, but it jumped right over my
house and hit the sawmill kerplink! That
husted the sawmill's b'iler. 1 was 1izht
in the line o' fire, but as that mill and
b'iler went fivin' about they took with
‘'em Jake Betts' blacksmith shop., the
tavern barn, and Bill Smiley’s wagon
house, all of 'em more than a hundred
yards away, and never as much-as shook
an in o' plasterin' off o’ my wall!

“* “Tough luck? Maybe you don't think
§0. But listen. Follerin? ‘right on the
heels o' that lightnin’ ‘come the tr:men-
dousest cioud burst that®ves busted. And
it swept and swashed right plumb ag'in
that house o' mine all the water that ic
let loose, and awavy she went, crisky-te-
crash! Humpy-te-thump! and not a danrg
dollar’s worth of. insurance on her agia
water! Tough! Say, €Capn —

“ ‘But the lot the house stocd on i3
left, cap'n, ard so I was hopin’ you was
one of 'em, and that your line was earth-
quakes. for then I'l @ put'a policy on the
lot ag'in earthquakes ri t. now, and
maybe -we mowt git" a“shakeup that'd
split her from stem to stern, and maybe
leave nothin' but~a “hé¥e {n fhe- ground,
so's I could have a leetle somethin’ 1o
stand off ag'in that tough luck o' mine.
But I see you ain’t one of ’em, and I'm
rewerful sorry. If you happen to run
ag'in one ot 'em_and hig line is earth-
quakes, jest tell him to come over he.e,

FRESH CHAPTER OF TORTLRE
TALES GIVEN TO TUE CiV-
ILIZED WORLD

BY A JAPAN NEWSPAFPER

Soldliers of the Czar Murder the
Children and Vielate the Fe-
males of China Wher-
ever Found.

Only a few weeks ago the press told
in the words of a Japanese newspaper,
The Niroku Shinpo, a direadful story cf
the cruelties Russian scldiers practice cn
the Chinese in the territory which the
czar's army ozcupies in Ching. Today
another fearful chapter .is added from
the columns of thiz Tokio journal. The
account says:

“We have no other hope in raising our
protest against the Lrutality of certain
European soldiers in OChina than that the
treasures cf sciencs as well as the light
i? truth wiil bring us and our children
the immeasurakble blessizrgs of the age
which has just dawned upon vs. Yes, we
raise_our protest not without foundation.
If you read through the following story
you will sympathize with us and under-
stand why we cannot he¢lp crying out for
humanity and civilization.

“In bur paper we have described the
scenes of brutality witnessed by a Jap-
anese war correspondent at Tung-chau
on the afternoon of Aug. 17. In the
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AN APPROPRIATE GIFT. .

Mrs. Kindheart—Poor man, I'll send

you a pair of shoes when I reach home.

will you, and I'll do business with him
on the spot!”

“I told the man I would, and drove
on, musing on the mutability of human
affairs, and the proneness of men, par-
ticularly ir the hemlock belt, to sub-
stantiate the charge St. Paul made in his
haste sgainst mankind in. general, what
time the world was younger.”

POSTAGE STAMPS,

Parts They Sometimes Play in Oid
World Polities.

The mourning stamp which may be seen
displayed in some London curiosily
shops,, issued by the Finns to mark the
final extincticon of their independent is-
sues, may recall other instances in which
political changes and developments in
various countries have left their record
on the postal labels, says the London
Globe. We are now familiar with the
“V. R. 1.”” stamped upon the issues of
the two former South American republics,
but few, perhaps, remember that the
old stamps of the Transvaal were also
used for some time after the former an-
nexation in like manner imprinted with
“V. R.” In something the same way,
during the war of Peru against Chili,
about twenty years ago, when the vic-
torious Chilian troops occupied certain
Peruvian provinces, the Chilian arms
were impressed on a large number of the
stamps taken, in the postoffices,

The political changes of our friends
across the channel are clearly illustrated
on their stamps. We find in succession
the head of Liberty, then Louls Napo-
leon as president, and after a few years
wearing a wreath of laurel as emperor.
The commune briefly reintroduced the
head of Liberiy, which yielded in tne
new era to the allegorical figures of
Peace and Commerce. We may fairly dis-
cern, too, a shade of political significance

—_—

“My husband is so very much afraid of fire.”

“You L say so?”

“Yes; he makes me get up ever morning to make it.”

my mother-in-law don’t live here. Ex-

plosions aint iayin’ in wait for me,”
says I,
f“Tut, tut!” says he. “Your house.

That sawmill yonder has got a Db'iler in
it. B’ilers has got a way o’ splittin’ them-
selves open once in a while, no matter
how good they be. If that onme in that
sawnull should take it into its head to
Open up, where would this house o'
Your'n land?”’ says he.
. . »*Now there couldn’t ’a’ been no deny-
in® that the b'iler in that sawmill was
- shaky and leaky, and liable to go off
‘most any time, and it wasn't more thar
- lwenty-foct away from the side o my
on
the house a2 1n explasions; and 1 knorcked
down the h.gh fence betwixt the sawm:il
and me, anu chorped away scme trees
that stood there. The very next day
a chap came from scmewheres else and
told me that he was there to insure me
ag'in water,

* ' *What. me?”’ I says. “Me, the ar-
thodoxest kind of an orthodox Hardshell
Baptist? Me insure a'g.n water?”’ I
CEays,

“**“No, no!" says he. “Not you, your
house. Freshets and floods. You den’t
want your house washed away with no
insurance on it ag'in water, do you?’
sa)'sNhe.

“ ‘Now and dry
ggng ‘l:]gll}. There hv.'asn't a stream nor a

aign enough to get ywat t
not if rain snuﬁld R bl A A

my house was high

rain steady for two
_months, SQ I laughed and pn k- poohed,
and wouldn't take no jinsurance agin
water, and the feler went away. Well,

€ap'n, now ipok.’
e ‘TWo wecl
The - fire com

ire c blazin’ and crackin’ and
(iSnappin’ right down to'rés that hlon?r‘:‘ ;‘
_mine, burnin’ down Pete-Jcnes' houss

_gn‘d bfu‘n on the way, and lickin’ up Joe

o A
B s e Sk

350 the woods git acre. |

in the design chosen by the emperor for
the new stamps of Germany. The de-
sign presents an allegorical figure of
Germany hersclf, armed in a coat of mail,
but with her sword in its sheatn.

AN OLD BACHELOR.

"Twas raw, and chill, and éold outside,
With boisterous wind untamed,
But I was sitting snug within,
Where my good log-fire flamed.
As my clock ticked,
My cat purred,
*And my kettle sang.

I read me a tale of war and love,
Brave knights and their ladies fair;
And I brewed a brew of stilf hot-scotch
To drive away dull care, S
As my clock ticked,

My cat purred, -
And my kettle sang. :
At,!ast the candies sputtered out,
ut the embers still were bright.
When I turned my tumbler upside down
An’' bade m’'self g'night!
As th’ ket'i t-hic-ked,
The clock purred,
And the cat (hic) sang!
—Life.
An Effeminate Pastime,
Puck. %

Tourist (in Wyoming tewn)—I suppose
there is no saloon Wwrecking going on
around here?

Landlord—Not now. There used ter be
a heap uy it done, but since the boys
,‘,T;ge(:{d thtaht' the wmx;en wuz doin’ that
(ond vy thiny down in Kansas I haven’
! bad even a light shot out. Veqt
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evening of the same day the

corre-
spondent,

after returning to his hotel

went out toward the northern gate of
the city. He saw some European sol-
diers passing along the street, bringing
with them a handsome looking boy and
a nicely dressed woman. These two
poor captives were forced to walk on
against their will, surrounded by sol-
diers who passed their comrades on the
way and smiled at each other while ex-
changing complimentary words as if to
congratulate them upon their uccess.
The boy was weeping, the woman sob-
bing. They walked on despairingly,
Overpowered by the sad sight, the cor-
respondent could not follow to the end
and witness what happened there. Turn-
ing away, he waiked on along the wall

impression in watching a bustling crowd
of men engaged in transporting military
stores.

MONSTERS OF CRUELTY.

“Slowly he went on about half a mile
toward the bank of the Pel-ho, when his
¢yes were arrested once again by the
sight of a Chinese mother, with her ery-
ing infant in her arms, appealing with
clasped hands and wosshiping at the
feet of a few rough-looking Russian sol-
diers. Presently one of them, a monster
of cruelty, thrust his kand into the wom-
an’s lh_)som and seized the screaming
child like an eagle clutching its victim
with its claw. Then he threw the child
with all his might against the stone wall.
Cne piercing cry, and all was over. The
head was crushed to picces. At this
frightful scere the mother fainted away,
prostrating herself on the ground.

“The soldiers, taking" this advantagzo
after they got rid of the child, violated
the unconscious mother. When they had
gone, the mother rushed to her lifeless
child and hugged ft fondly and wept.
The sight was too pitiful. As to the
mother, she doubtless killed herself and
followed her child to another world. On
earth children are nearvest to the angels
in beayen. Even that inran:, who knew
nothing in the world but to search after
the mother's breasts, could not escape
from the bloody hands of those Russian
soidiers!

“Woe indeed to a country when it ig
conquered. The people who live in the
conquered land cannot escape such bru-
tal treatment. Where is justice? Where
is Humanity? Does God exist? Has not
Christ taught Love to the whole crea-
tion? "If we keep silent in the face of
such times what may become of the civ-
ilization of the twentieth century ?”’

THE MURDEROUS GOVERNOR.

One of the most heartless of the Rus-
sians is said to be Gen. Grivskle, mili-
tary governor of the province of Amur,
Siberia. - Of him the Niroku Shinpo tells
this incident: :

“Last year, when the DBoxers in Man-
churia rose in arms and attacked gla-

ovesichensk, over 5,000 Chinese residing

n the town were drowned in the Amur
river by the order of the general, who
has since been called the Murderous
Governor.’

‘Having once been asked if it was not
too cruel to drown them all, the general
coolly answered: ‘The Chinamen them-
selves have invited their fate, If they
had not invaded the Russlan province
and destroyed the railway ‘they would
notlthz'we xﬂict 1_‘such a fate.’

“It is sald that no care has been tak
by him to distinguish peaceful citizexexg
from_ armed soldiers, as his orders are to
kill indiscriminately. In fact, he insists
on wiping out a nation by killing old ana
young until there is not a single soul left

to oppose him. The goy =
serves the title.” Foerr el dp

SOME SPIDER STORIES,

Procter Knott Saw One That Caught
= a Mouse.

Hgftvgy Sutherlan;_i in Ainslee's.

“It is a curious fact that these
threads Ifrocm the webs of spider w‘l‘ﬁa&rl}g
the bluing off a gun barrel. I have been
unable to find out why. The threads of
the big tropical spiders are distinctly bit-
ter to the taste, but though the first
thought a man has“when he tastes any-
thing bitter is that jt must he for
mcdicine, {he only use the ng art
makes of spiders’ webs is to use them to
stanch the flow of blood. The kind of
web used for that grows under the coun-
ters of groceries, and it was one of these
spiders that caught a mouse. I will ad-
mit, right in the beginning that this Jooks
likc a pretty large story, but it is sub-
stantiated by no less 2 personage than

* late Proctor Knott, who was then
governor of Kentucky, though hig greate
er claim to fame was his Speech in con-
gress about Duluth, ‘the Zenith City o2
the unsalted seas,’ as he humorously
called it, which is very far indeed from
being anything nowadays but a plain
statement of fact, as he lived to see,
Gov. Knott made a signed statement of
the event and sent it to Prof. McCook,
whose authority on the spider question
nobody will dispute. He saw the spider
shortly after sie had snared the mouse
by the end of its tail, and while it was
still alive -and struggling half-way off
the ground, and he saw it after it had
been hoisted nine inches from the floor
and all wrapped up in silk. He calls par-
ticular attention to the way the spider
kept stirting up the mouse by biting it
S0 as to get another line on'it. I can
lust imagine that spider 'z:ifter she had

on jines and hal-
her children that

- worked all day hauli
t'lupin_t,.'»: ‘¥o-hee!' to
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NEW YORK PASTOR DECRIES THB
TURNING OF HOMES INTO
GAMBLING HOUSES

WOMEN’S FONDNESS FOR DRINK

Gambling Members of Farhionable
Seclety Atone for Their Sins by
Contributing Proceeds of
_ Their Lueky Play.

Before a congregation which crowded
the Churech of the Strangers, on West
Fifty-seventh street, near Eighth ave-

{ hue, Rev, D, Asa Blackburn, the pastor,

Yesterday morning indorsed in strong

4 terme the proposed crusade on the part

of the ministers of New York churches
Againgt gambling, says the New York
Herald. His sermon, which was entitled |
“Desperate Condition: Tmmediate Rem-

{edy.” was a strong arraignment of the

prevailing vice in New York soeclety and
a complete Indorsement of the intended
movement to bring about a purification
ef public morals so far as gambling \in
particular is concerned. Mr. Bilackburn
quoted from articles an the subject pub-
lisghed 4n the Herald on Saturday and
- again yesterday, In which the extent of
the evil and the contemplated action of
the ministers were set forth.

"The Herald i on the right ‘track
‘about the extent to which ‘nmb[mg; is
carried on in segiety in greater ,‘;‘_J‘é
' York, and already many Muong_‘,fn,,‘q;
riely who know that they are guilty.of
the offense charged are commencing to
-feel uncomforiable because they are
aware that publicity is being directed
againet them collectively,” he said. “It
is no surmise or presumption on my
part when I say that T know that many
church people are gulity of just what
has been charged in the Herald.

“A leading church woman admitted to
me no Jonger than & day or two ago.that
‘eontributions to thé Sunday offerings in
a eertain church in this city are the pro-
ceeds of gambling games held on the
night before in the homes of church pen-
ple, who consider themselves greatly out.
raged §f accused of being common gamb-
lers: but that is just what they are, and
nothing else.

‘““The contribution referred to, she ag-
“sured me, and T have the mogt implicit
confidence in what she has told me, came
from the ‘kitty,’ as it is called by card
players. I helieve. This contribution
money, T was further told, was regarded
by the donors in the nature of a salve to
thei~ conseciences. g

*“*Many so-called church people sit up
#» late on’ Saturdav nights plaving cards
for money that they are unable to at-
tend to their church duties on the fol-
Joviing morning because of want of sleep.
Stil!, because they give liberal contribu-
tions tc their-respective churches they
hold themseélves to be excellent Chris-
tians. - .

“Gambling in society is by no means
confined to New York. It seems to cxist
almost everywhere throughout the coun-
try. Three weeks ago today I was at
one of the best known hotels in Ashe-
ville, N. C., where many persons who are
nown 1n church and society circles in
New York and other Northern cities were
stopping. On my way to church in the
morning I passed a large room, a door
of which was partly oren. My atfention
was attracted by the rattling of chips.

“I looked in that direction and saw
more than a dozen men who call them-
selves Christians, and who I had been
told ‘were church mewsbers, busily en-
gaged in playing cards with stacks of
“chips in front of them. They were sit-
Aing ifi their shirt sleeves, presumably to
_enable them to enjoy the game in great-
er comfort. All thought of shams seemed
to be absent from them.

“Immense narm is also done to young
men and boys in New York by the num-
berless garabling machines that may be
seen in storss -and on street corners,
where, by the dropping of a penny or
more a chance s afforded to win cigars
or other so-called prizes. The spirit of

| gambling is *thus inculcated and fostered

in them.

“It is largely the fault of parents,
however, that so many boys and young
men gamble. Their parents, when de-
sirous of enjoying a cuiet game of cards
with friends often send their children
out In the streets to play. The children

levirg that they are justifled in doing
what their parents do, themscives learn
to indulge In games of chance of one de-
scription or anotker, and in tipe become
confirmed gamblers, although retaining
an outward appearance of respectability,

“The object of grown-up persons In
playing cards is at first, in many cases,
to kill time, but later the desire to play
for money becomes a rassion. idleness
existing, ‘the devil finds some mischief
sull for idle hands to do,’ and 80 findg
gambling games for soclety men and

1 wWemen.

“Card playing for money in society has
come to be a ‘fad.’ and many persons
who are too respecvtable to g0 to public
gambling houvses turn their homes into
private gaming establishments. :

““Another thing to which T wish fo call
attention is the prevalence of the drink
ing habit among respectable women in
New York In dozens of restaurants of
the better class maye be found women,
ladies, if you will, drinking ‘high balls,’
‘Manhattan Cocktails,’ and ‘brandy and
soda.” In the hotel in which I live I
| recently saw two young and pretty wom-
en, evidently of entire respectbility, en-
ter the restaurant where I was taking
luncheon, and seat themselves at an ad-
joining table. They had just come from
-8ome entertainment at Carnegie halil,

“As soon as they were seated one or-
dered a ‘high ball’ and the other a ‘Man-
hattan cocktail.” After having disposed
of these they each ordered another drink
of the same kind.

‘“From their conversation I gathered
that they lived in a neighboring city and
were only visiting New York. They evi-
dently were copying the custom of many
women who live in New York and who
think nothing of drinking in public places,
Twenty years ago or less any -woman
who would have done such a thing would
haye been ostracized by persons of re-
finement and delicacy. ;

“New York clergymen should
to start a movement that will check
2 state of affairs as existg £.
There is every hope of 'sm?c;. p-‘”'ei‘?m
Apostle Paul went to Athens, which was
at that time the intellectual center of the
world; to Ephesus, the reiigious cepter;
to Corinth, the commercial center, and teo
Rome, the military center, and star
religious flame which swept oyer
world. In the same way an agitat
could be started in Greater New York
by clergymen which I am convinced
would bring about an jmmense better-
ment in public morals. The trouble Is
at present that the church peop!s and the
ministers, tog, in many cases, are agleep.
They must awake. The mareh of prog-

 ¥es8 is S0 rapid in the present day tha
the church is going to g:;:;f be..l{l!yl i;!
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ent that a Dolom ider has bern | As the bride @ groom are taking the
seen o catch and a fish? No, I'm | train they are fired upon and kille
surg tue 't%eris'sp ' %’afe““&?;‘a“":’ por the moment the world s much

er. . There wouldn't | sho o : A0
be any story in that at all. It was the |- But resently it is discovered that the
spider that’ca %..thg fish., l.ta%psﬂ _8un Wwhich the k was done
on the 1ish’'s :lders gnd bit and it | were Ioal ¥ "R b
and swung ashore ana fastened iines tili “A prac . e!’"" exclaims the world,
it warped the fish out of water. 1t wasn’t | hereupon. “Ha, ha! Ha, ha, ha!" ?
a very big fish, I grant you, if one may It is not always easy to discern t e
0] g{ the picture.ia ke I ook, kut itewas | thin line which delimits genuine hum 3
a fish, and that is wonderful enough in { from hydro alous idiogy in its 5
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guch |- Fler-pigeon as a menace to
it pot held under strict military control. | explained by the probability that the
every pigeon ' manuseript

raised by private breeders must be regis. | older an
tered, and the pigeon cannot be taken With the covers.
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3t O GARRIER PREEON

BIRD HAS WON LAURELS IN WAR
AND PEACE DURING THE
LAST YEAR

B PN

1 s St : o oy Ak
TEEIR USE IN SOUTH AFRICA
s ““&,\4&4 ‘the ~War Homing-
Figeon Service Throughout Eu-
rope Has Heen More Rap-
id ‘Than Edsewhere. .

Sy M ———

‘“The New FPopularity: of the Carrle
Pigeon,” is the title of ar artiele b
Georgoe EthelbertWalsh, ‘which appear
in $t. Nicholas for May. - .

Both in war “&nd’ péanc’ the ecarris
pigeon has won new. laurels in the pas
year, and iwﬁgﬁo%u 'aiﬁy;:ea_s“a wellpre
pet and .domestic messenger has becom
a8 great as its usefuluess &s a carrier
of wur -dispatches “where- telégraph an
telephcne lines are not established. Tha
S0’ innocent & creaturé’as tha dove-lik
carrier should be, selected for importan
war purposes, and taken into the servic”
for furthering the bloedy >conflicts o
modern armies seems out of kéeping wit
the aims of nature and an abuse of man’
power. The pigeon is eminently a peace
loving bird and its natuyre is =o.differen
from these of the screaming eagle an
faleon that ss an emhlem of war i
should be-a totai**failure’ Nuovertheles
the timid bird bas served armies in tine
of need and 1§ cuftivated for its practica,
wal usefulness to an gxtent never dream
ed Oof for eifher falcon or eagle. 1Ia
sense it is the war-bird of-the day.

The pigeon post at Durban, in Sout
Africa, wag the beginning of the piges
experiments econducted jn _recent eam
paigng between the English and Roses
and geores of were cairle
from one part ef the English army Lo an
other by means of the birds. Col. Has

i ‘The
YELLOW KING CIGAR

g ”
Has it dawned on you?
HART & MURPHY, MAKERS,

-}-the United

u -

this country dcpends more upon privats
breeders for its supply of carrier-pigenns
than upon the birds already in the ser-
vice of the army or navy. Our great
distance by sea from all other powarful
nations makes It unnecessary to arrange
for the services of cairier-pigeons as tha
Europcan countrics have dene. There is
little charece of any foreign army in.
vading this country and de¢stroying the
railroad and telegraph lines conneeting
the big cities. Pigeon breeding and train-
ing have therefore been carried on In
States more in the. interests
of péace and pleasure, There are hund-
reds of enthusiastic owners- in cyery
;8tate of the union, and probably in no
country has the work of ralsing the
birds becn attended to with greater intele
ligence and success; -

St e L R
ASHBURNHAM EVANGELARIUM

Copy. of the Gospels for Which
850,000 Was Recently Paid.

The splendld manuscript of the “Evan-
gella Quatuor,” which for over sixty
years has been in the goss fon of the
Earls of Ashburnham, has been sold by
fnvate treaty to a purchaser whoisnot an
nhabjtant of England, sa‘g the I.ondon
'Xgmea. ‘The price paid is $50,000—probatly
the highest sum ever pald for a singis
volume, <

The history of the volume; one of the
most important and beautiful examples
of early goldsmiths’ and jewelers’ art in
existence, is definite and simple. It he-
longed for many centuries to the abbey
of .Noble ecanonesses, founded A, D. %3}
by the Emperor Lewis the Pious, at
Landau, ¢n the Take of Constance. Thira
is a traditiop that the manuscript was
given by the emperor at the time of thy
foundation of the abbev, but this cannot
be correct, as the writing is of a much
later date. The abesses had the ranl
of princesses of the emnire, and tradition
says that this velume wes ca:ried befor)
them in processions of stat~, with ¢tho
sword of justice It remained in posses-
sien of the abbeyv until its dissolution, in
1803, when pensions were allotted to tha
canonesses, and they were ailowed to
diyide among themselves the contents of
ihe treasury of ihe abkey. This bobl,
¥aliing to t share of Cenoness Antoin-
ette, Baroness ven Engburg, after hcr
dealh was purchased by Baron Joseph ce
Lapsherg, whe seld it to Boone, the Lone
don bookseiler, In 1346, It was slimos’ img
mediately sold to the late Lord Ashbiuna

tried to lcok pretiy.

HE WAS RIGHT. :
e Atgﬁ’fu‘;ru:;

'CROUNDS

=2

Manager—The paper this morning said isat you didn’t try to piay ball, that
Yo ust
yP{axer—That ain’t s9; ’‘deed it ain't.

ficer gt the Cape, had made a life study
of the carrier pigeons, and heio:e ths
war hroke out he had established pigeon
posts between most of the beleaguezed
cities, From Ladysmith, Kimbericy znd
Mafeking pigeons early in the sicges reg
ularly brought messages.from the Bng-
lish soldiers cooped up in the towns. Sir
George White's first message frem Lady-
smith was carried by a pigeon, and this
means of communicating with the out
side world continued until “the numbe
of birds in the city. was-exhausted.

It was only a short time before the out
break of the wear in-South Africa that th
English government. had deeided to es
tablish a service of ca:iler pigeons.
the nayy, pigeen posts were recognized
means of carrying information as carly
as 1896, and -there -are: over a thousand
birds recorded on the books of the roya
navy. The first*naval joft was at Ports-
mouth and now there are two othe:rs. in
the English army the posts have been
confined almost exclusively to the Cape
where the nature of .the country make
the homing-pigeon ‘service of moreé valu
than in England.

The -development of the war homing-
pigeon  seryice . throughout Europe has

AFrmy Dposts support large numbers of
them. Strict laws are made.to protect
those in private lofts: AS a great mili-

the country

In Germany, for instance,

Qut of the country or sold without per-
?;ggslo_n from the. military authorities,
n the event of war, the German author-
itigs reserve the right.to claim and take

and. In addition to this,every fortress and
camp on German soll has its pigeon
service, and over $10,000 is appropriatad
annually for the support of this scrvice,
There are upwards of ten thousand pig-
eons belonging to the war department,
:n,;l ivery bird is carefully trained and

e :

he United States military and naval
aq&horltlea have approved of the pigeons
q; alds to the regular telegraphic means
of communication, and there are several
posts established in the West and along
the Atlantic coast. But on the whole
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bgen more rapid than elsewhere, cand!

xpopsessjon of every carrier pigeon in the!
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sard, of the Royal Engineers, a staff of- ham.
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It was exhibited by thc present
Lar,l at the Socjety of Antiquarics in Juue,

The binding is formed of stout boards
fined on the inside with ancient em-
broidered sllk and covered en the out-
side wiith beatep gold, the upper cover
with eur Savior on the cross, the sur-
face with raised borders and lines of
fretwork in gold, dnd studded with 227
emeralds, sapphires, carbuncles, pearis
and other precious stones, The lower
cover is formed into a cross patee, with
& berder of mesalc enamels, and set
with thirty-five precious stones. lThe
covers of the book date from about the
end of the eighth century, or probably
rather later. This Evangeliarium, or
‘Textus, is not merely interesting as a
work of art; it is associated on the one
side with the early history of Christianity
in Bavaria, and the part which the Irish
ecclesiastics took in its introduction into
that district., and on the other with that
great_dynasty which played so import-
ant a part in the history of Rurope.

As far as the manuscript itseif is con-
cerned, it is not enriched wiini the fine
miniatures which adorn the best exam-
ples of the Carlovingian school, and the
Inside of the book is distinctly less inter
esting than the outside. It consisis of
220 pages of vellum, 125% inches by 10
inches, and comprises the text of the
four gospels of Jerome's version, pre-
ceded by their arguments or prefaeces (st.
Luke having two), and of the epistle of
Jerome to the Pope Damascus, with ta-
bles of the Eusebian canons. The writ-
ing is of German origin and the text is

L b 1 ibes, i
tary camp, Europe looks B thi-par y several scribes, written not earlier

(‘than 850. The appearance of an unpre-
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THAT SEED ORDER!

Please read our speclal offer and see whal we ean save Yol

e
One 3&0&%&?& 7?, 3&5!&?" 3538 S?rfn?
m!
nips, Earl
Cre i

tentious book in such a splendid dress i3

has usurped the~place of an
filner copy, more in harmony

During the whole of the medieval pe-
riod every rich church possessed one of
these magnificently written Textus, or
Books of the Gospel. It was placed on
the high altar before the celebration of
the mass, during which it was used for
the “reading of the gospel.” It was also
used to serve the purpose of a Pax, be-
ing handed among the ministers of the
altar for the ceremonial kiss of peace,
which in primitive times had been ex-
changed among the members of the con-
gregation themselves.

Important Changes in Time.

Cemmencing Monday, April 28th, the
Buriington Rcute moxgnnx train for Chi-
cago and 8t. l.ouis will leave the Unioa
depot, St. Paul, at 8:06 a. m., except Sun-
day, ten minutes earller than herctofore.
This ‘train arrives at Chicago 9:35 p. m.,
fgame day.

Why spend §2.00 or £3.00 when we will

ve you 8Y
I'ACKAUES BEST varieties fresh Garden S
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Limif ed space necessitates brist ;engna only,
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bbage, Green Citron Muskmelon, Rutabasa. Big Boston Lettuce,ted Globe Onion, Hollow Crown
lagcarleﬁ Radish, Double Gurled Parsliey, Ceiery, Thyms, French Breakfast Rad
.,

ish, Summer

ocse Blood Turnip Beet, Yoilow Danvers Finf Onion, Ox Heart Carrots, Large Early York
Mhlr“taﬂﬂl cumber, Danvers Half Lont Carrots, Perfection Tomato, T ropay Tomato, Curled Simpson
Lettuce, 1y Flat Dutch Turnip, Searlet Turnip Radish, Donver Marizet Lettics,
King Cal Sweet Pumpkin; Two Packaceseach of Purule Tap Turalp, Early June
) ro-q° '.I'he&zds we ailer nre o< Fellows - 27 Pueknoos BENT Vi 5 1o
R G- consist :»I(NH'PN“(LCS i ennky ?ln#;«mn:ahnrd. Am}m all Northern
ptedtagonr borniits, Jr waesed by z extra for |
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