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CA-tfPl^G OUT iftf MINNESOTA

What to Do With the Children During Vacation.

NO. 2.

The outdoor life gives ample scope for
youthful activity, manifested in running.
Jumping, swimming, boating, etc. Kite-
flying can be indulged in; marks shot at
•with blow guns, with slings, bows and
arrows; tests of strength and agility can
be made in tugs-of-war, in leap frog, in
.pitching quoits, climbing trees, in play-
lug ball and scores of other games known
to boys. Swings can be put up, ham-
mocks swung and see-saws made, . and
no end of healthful and pleasurable pas-
time obtained at no cost except a little
head work and beneficial musci ex-
ercise.

Encourage observation in the children
end take pains to answer their questions.
Their "Whys?" and "What fors?" are
the keys with which they try to unlock
the hidden treasures of the new world
they have come to live In.

Tennyson says:
"In children a great curlousness is well,
Who have themselves to learn, and all

the world."
}';.i.Nts and teachers, even, too often

snu!, ami "shut up" the inquisitive child
who is keeping his eyes and ears open
to everything about him. Such
"Find toiig-ucs in trees, books in the run-

niiig brooks."
1•'\u25a0.. is once lixed in a child's memory

eeldom "drop out," and usually serve as
pegs v. bang more knowledge on. Tho
lack of confidence which parents com-
plain of in their grown-up children had
Its beginnings.-In ahdldJhood days, when
taither and , mother did not tak-a time to

SPORTS AND GAMES.
answer questions or show inclination to
dio so.

Impress upon young people the value
of keeping a diary or Journal. Never mind
tho kind with dates printed in. Write in
the day and month as they occur. First,
note the weather; it will serve as a
curious if not useful record. Put down
letters received and answered, or money
taken in or p&id out. Comment upon the
studies being pursued, the D»oks read,
the trips made and, the places visited.
Note visits to or from friends, and rec-
ord events of the day. Avoid saying
harsh things. Write something every
day, and the industrious and intelligent
boy or girl will find it will teach habits
of order, regularity, observation, concise
expression, composition and other things
which go to make up a good writer. A
well kept journal becomes a family or
personal history, and even more than a
mere record of events; it can Be made
a journal of the writer's progress as a
thinker and observer. Many of the noted
men and women of the world have rec-
ords of this kind, which served them
well in making history anld books. A
thousand incidtints and facts can be re-
corded by an observing boy or girl, after
the manner of the following common-
place occurrence:

"Did you ever watch a bird take a
bath wbon he supposed he was free from
observation? He is very dainty and d^
liberate albout it at first, but seems to
enjoy it after getting fairly started, as
well as boys do, some of whom take to
water as roadily as young ducks. The
place selected is a little stream which
the spring sun haa turned to a rill oX

Shining silver. At first he hops along
the bamk, occasionally dipping his beak
In very carefully; then, hopping to a
stone, partially submerged, he dipped his
head In, splashing the water over his
back, then .having fully made up his
mind, he hopped off into the water, duck-
ing his head and using his wings v-tgor-
ous-ly, allowing his feathers to "float"
about his body, swelling to twice the nat-
ural size, thus allowing the water to
reach every part of his body. After a
few vigorous siplashes he sought the
stone, and after waiting a minute or twoplunged in again and a«-ain. Then select-
ing a branch on the sunny side of a tree
h e perched thereon, dressing his feath-
ers with his beak and shaking off the
surplus water in showera. In a few
minutes ho had taken his bath, pressed
and settled 'his feathers without the aid
of comb or brush and was ready to join
in the general concert given by tae other
birds of the wildwood. most or all of
whom have also taken a bath .some timeduring the day, and which they repeat
d>ay after day."

NATURE STUDY.
The field for the study of natural his-

tory Is unlimited. The botanist will hndplants, flowers, clinging vines and fern
life in a hundred delicate forms, and
mighty trees, whose lofty branches shad-
ed long-perished races, in whose mounds
the archaeologist can delve and read
from bones and rude pottery the story of
the past. For the ornithologist, with gun
and glass, birds abound in countless
numbers. The haunts, notes and habits
of the feathered tribes can be studied
with an ease and freedom harcTy equaled
anywhere else in the country. The en-
tomologist, with net and collecting boxes
and bottle, will not find as many flying,
creeping and swimming things as in thetropics, but material is not lacking for
immediate Instruction and future study.
The geologist, too, with pick and ham-
mer, can work among ancient rocks.

Great boulders, torn from tneir native
beds by the mighty glaciers, are scat-
tered over the prairies, while the shores
of the lakes abound In agates, carnelians
and other pretty stones, each telling the
story of the turmoil of world building, i

According to the investigations of Profs.
Wlnchell and McMillan, of the state uni-
versity, there are 1,750 seed-producing
plants, 85 species and varieties of ferns,
700 mosses and liverworts, 2,500 fungi, 800
algae and 250 lichens in Minnesota, and
the work of collection is by no means
finished. There are nearly 100 different
kinds of forest trees, including the oak,
maple, ash, pine, poplar, birch, willow,
beech, elm, walnut, butternut, cherry,
plum, etc. There are hundreds of shrubs
and vines, and of the grasses, native,
about 150 species and varieties have been
catalogued. The w:id flowering plants
number over SOO species, and from the
early spring to the la»t autumn months
our prairies and forests are decked with
bloom and beauty.

The Bible has nearly 600 references to
facts of natural history, and many allu-
sions are made to birds. Paley wrote a
briliiant chapter about th» mechanism
of a bird's wing, and the literature of
birds has come to form a large library.
No form of animal life is more worthy
of study and attention. Birds appear in
a groat variety of costumes and shapes
and are present everywhere. They com©
to our doorsteps and give us song, and
their doings in the woods and remote
places are full of surprises to every stu-
dent of nature. Birds are mentioned
many times in the Bible, and no less
than twenty references are made to their
nests. There is a charm about the nest
of a bird that does not linger about the
hive of the wild bees, the burrow of the
woodchuck, or the dome of the muskrat.
It ia moro of a home than any of them.
No animal seems more akin to man be-
cause of its beautiful home life, and the
loving care wtth which !t anticipates and
provides for its brood. Civilization has
made an effort to increase the numb«r

of song birds, to which law and humanity
have extended protection, by exterminat-
ing the savage varieties and widening 1
the opportunities for getting fo&cl.

• Botany can be made a profitable and
Interesting study for .children as well as
adults. What a wealth of sweetness and
beauty Is spread around us! What pleas-
ures can be derived from flowers, from
musical sounds, from the forms of trees.

"Not a tree,
A plant, a leaf, a blossom but contains I
A folio volume. We may read, and read. '
And read again, and still find something'!

new, vi>;. \u25a0 \u25a0;
Something to please, and something to .

Instruct."
Flowers have been, to the poets in all ;

ages and In all countries, a never failing \u25a0.

source of Inspiration. i
An Interesting study, too. Is In the j

tribes of plant life lower than the flowers i
—in the mosses and ferns, of which there j
are hundreds of varieties In Minnesota, !
whose humble life on "land corresponds I
with that of the coral Insect and sponge j
in the sea. . " {
. The interesting labor of.preserving oh- \
Jccts of natural history can be carried on
In the pure air of Minnesota, much easier
than in tire hot and diamper atmosphere
of the South or Bast. Persons of artistic
taste may learn much of tlhe art of pre-
paring and mounting the skins of birds !
arJd animals in likelike attitudes wM-Je in j
camp by giving the matter proper care
and industry. \u25a0 \": \u25a0}.': '\u25a0„\u25a0

HINTS FOR COLLECTORS.
The making of natural "history collec-

tions is a most entertaindnig and Instruc-
tive way of amusing and bcnefltlnsr dhil-
dren. An outfit need not be expensive. A j
good tight box, with close cover and
fitted with shelves or divisions, should !
be the exclusive property of each young ;
collector. The shelves can be fitted with !
small boxes; cigar, chalk or spool boxes •

<or bottles .will answer admirably for in-
sects,^ shells, > stones,. seeds, etc., while

;~old: books may. be used In making a ool-
t,-.". -'\u25a0- . \u25a0\u25a0 . \u25a0 - -... '-\u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0 '\u25a0": \u25a0. \u25a0 \u25a0'-- \u25a0 • -.

lection of pressed plants. A botanist,
who made a collection of seeds and leaves
when a boy, was able in after yetars to '
give a history of hundreds of plants from |
merely looking at Oils mute collection.

All collections should be labeled with
the date, name, locality where iound, i
peculiarities, etc. Different kdruis of
woods, showing the grain and bark, make
an interesting collection. A history of
the uses of the tree can aiino be made.
Insects can be pinned in cigar boxes,
with date, locality and name written on
a small stiff piece of white paper, and
placed on the pin under the insect.

A man now known to the world. as a
scientist made, while a boy, a collection
consisting of the skeletons of nearly all
of tho smaller native rrftunmals, birds
and reptiles. Many were mounted, the
bones belns fastened together with fine
wire. This young enthusiast could read-
ilyplace the separated bones in the posi-
tion in which they belonged, describe
the modifications of the same bone In
different animals to subserve their
various modes of life, explain the forms
of teeth of the flesh eater, the insect
eater or the vegetable eater. In fact, he
could make even skeletons so Interesting
that their ghastliness was overlooked,
and only the beautiful work of the mas-
ter architect appeared to the eye of the
beholder. The national museum at
Washington contains the mounted skele-
ton of every known form of bea3t, bird,
fish and reptile.

A college museum in an Eastern state
has a cabinet containing' many different
specimens of Insect architecture, the
chiseled cells of the carpenter bee, the

| cups of firm masonry built by the mud
; wasp, waxen ceils of bees and paper [
ones of hornet.% houses of the finest of
spun silk, and coarsely made cocoons of

\u25a0 chips and earth. This collection was the
; gitt of a twelve-year-old girl and the
collecting and labeling were entirely her
own work.
.Prof. Lugger, of the Minnesota *tat«nummtmCmimit th inmntmm \u25a0mmim iim mum i n mi

experimental station; whose recent death:
leaves a void aniong scientific \sork«r3,
hart a collection of 13.0W beetles! He says

parents do not attach inough imporU'.noo
to a study of insect and plant 11:e wnich,
offers a world of Interest to children, If
their attention Is turned in that dlrto
ilos.

FIVE ARE BADLY INJURED.
Temporary Grand Stuml, Crowded

With People, GV»Hapne».

CHICAGO, June I".—A temporary
grandstand at Sixty-eighth street and
Stewart avenue, buiit For the purpose of
accommodating spectators for the an-
nual field day sport* of the Chicago
normal schools, collapsed today. Injuring
twenty-five persona, mostly women and,
children. Several were seriously hurt,
but It Is thought none will die. A partial
list of the injured follows:

Mrs. B. Zeljjler, spiny injured.
Mrs. J. O. Wallace, cut about limbs.

• Mrs. ii. i oleman, internal injuries.
Mrs. T. Fislier, spine injured and heal

cut.
Annie Criorcy, ten years old; lej

broken.
Th. stand, which was 100 feet long and,

seven tiers high, v. at) crowded. The
programme of the day was fairly un ler
way when, on account of the general
stamping of feet In recognition of soma
meritorious athletic accomplishment, th«
support gave way, precipitating the spec-
tators to the ground, several feet be-
low.

Several hundred persons were burled
under the timbers. The- field events

;\u25a0 came to an abrupt ending and the par-
ticipants Joined In the work of rescue.
The injured were removed to the normal
school nearby, whlcli was converted hito
a temporary hospital, with more than a
score of physicians and surgeons In at-

tendance.

Princeton, N. J.—E. C. Osborn. treas-
urer of Princeton unlversKy since Ij&3.
died here from apoplexy. Mr. Osbora
was to have b<*a married Monday next.
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