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FEARFUL DAMAGE WROUGHT BY
SUNDAY'S FLOOD IN WEST
VIRGINIA

RUSH OF MADDENED WATERS

LEFT INHABITANTS OF NARROW
VALLEY BUT SMALL CHANCE
OF ESCAPE

NO ACCURATE FIGURES YET

ROANOKE, Va., June 24.—The follow-
ing short statement tonight by one ot
the general officers of the Norfolk &
‘Western railroad, summarizing the flood
situation In the light of the latest dis-
patches was given to the Associated
Press:

‘“‘Restoration of telegraph line develops
that damage by flood through Bluefield
was exaggerated. Loss of life will not
exceed sixty or seventy-five, and dams
age to property including repairs to rail-
road and coal operations, will not exceed
$500,000. It is expected the railway will
get a line openad through tomorrow or
next day.”

There has been very little news re-
ceived here today from the West Vir-
gnia flood. One train came in this after-

noon, but not much new information
could be gained from the passengers.
The trains are running from Bluefielu

and Ennis, which places are just outside
the territory visited by the cloudburst on
last Saturday morning. All day long to-
day, Roamokers who have friends and
relatives in the coal fields and the coal
operators here who have large financial
interests in the devastated strip, have
been lingering around the railroad sta.
tion awaiting the arrival of tae belated
train, These people, making inquiries
concerninz relatives and property, have
been besieging the railroad and com-
mercial telegraphic offices since early
this morning. The wires all being down
west of Bluefield, save one wire which
goes through to Ennis.which is being used
as a train wire, prevented the public
from gaining any additional particulars.
How many are dead is not definitely
known and It necessarily will be several
days yet before the exact number can be
given out as official, but the various re-

ports in circulation nere are that all the
way from 50 to 200 persocns have been |
drowned. It is probably safe to assume |
the former figures as being more correct
than the latter.

The damage to property will amount to
hundrcds of thousands of dollars. Miles
of railroad track are washed out and
great gulches have been created.

IN A NARROW VALLEY.

Thne devastated section covers an area
of about twenty miles svest of Bluefield.
It is a narrow valley, not much wider
than a broad street in some places.

Coal mines are scattered all along the
road. Keystone, the town reported to
have been so greatly damaged, and which
at first believed to be wiped out of
a village oL between 2,000 and
3,000 people, and is built along the nar-
row valley and on the sides of the bluffs,
There is a creek which runs through the
town, over which most of the houses are
Wit on piles and rocks. This creek runs
in a zigzag way through the narrow vil-
Jage and has a gradual fall. The moun-
tains on elther side loom up for hun-
dreds of feet, and the town is so narrow
in places that one is obliged to go Into
the middle of it to see the sky. Persons
familiar with the situation of the town
say that it would be a death trap if the

flood was as heavy as reported. Yet,
ithey reason that, occuring in the day
thine, there was no reason why many

people should have been caught. All re-

pcrts agree that between 200 and 300
hcuses were swept away in the Elk-

hern valley, but, of course, not all the
occupants were drowned.

The railroad people are rushing ma-
terial and suppliies to the Eilkhorn, One
hundred and fifty laborers came in over
the Roanoke & Southern today on an
extra train and went west, and nearly
all the work tralns on the road have
been sent to the Elkhorn vieinity.

J. W. Crotty, a fireman on the Norfolk
& 'Western road, who resides in this city,
received a message yesterday from Blue-
fleld that his father, mother, one sister,
two brothers and sister-in-law, with her
two children, were lost in the floods Sat-
urday at Kevstone. Mr. Cretty’s people
lived in the center of the town. A neigh-
bor of the Crottys, who escaped the
flood, informed Mr. Crotty at Bluefield
Saturday that he saw the Crotty house
move off in the waters.

The Western Union telegraph officials
in thig city say tonight that the situa-
tion, so far as general news from the
territory west of Bluefleld is concerned,
is unchanged, and they have nothing new
to give out.

GRAPHIC STORY. OF 'TliE STORM.

Mr, 12, H. Stewart, a well known farni-
ture dealer in this city, was in the midst
of all the storm and traveled on foot
nearly the whnole of the route devastated,
Mr. Stewart had been to Jamestown, N.
Y., on business and was returning via
Columbus. Wken the train reached
Vivian, W. Va., about 9 o'clock Sunday
morning water aiready covered a large

| Bismarck .

Continued on Third Page.

BULLETIN OF
IMPORTANT NEWS OF THE DAY

‘Weather Forecast for St. Paul:
Local Rains.

I—Floods in West Virginia,
Tornado at Jamestown, N, D,
Grand Jury Scores Johnson,
Mark Hanna Is Boss,
Surrender of Cailles,

2—Dr. Ohage Will Appeal.
Suburbs to Be Beautified.
Assembly Opposes Summit Flats,
Commissioners Compromise,

3—S. D. Saloonkeepers Scared,
News of the Northwest,

4—Editorial Comment.

G—Cowboys Couldn’t Hit Willie,
Games in the Big Leagues.
General Sporting Gossip,

6—Going Over New Line,
News of the Railroads.
Cubans Take Their Medicine,
Menace to Our Trade.
Globe Popular Wants,

T—Markets of the World.
September Wheat, 66 1-2@66 B-8e.
Bar Silver, 09 3-Se.

Stocks Dull,

8—City Will Sue T. C. R, T, Co.
Frown on Wine Rooms,
Pointers for State Fair,
Franchise Is Asked For,

WEATHER FOR TODAY.

Minresota and Wisconsin—Local rains
Tuesday and Wednesday; fresh southe
easterly winds,

lowa—Fair Tuesday and Wednesday;
southerly winds.
North Dakota—Local rains Tuesday

and Wednesday; cooler Wednesday; va-
riable winds.

South  Dakota—Fair Tuesday and
Wednesday; cooler Wednesday; variable
winds.

Montana—Showers Tuesday, with cool-
er in eastern portion; Wednesday show-
ers, variable winds.

St. Paul — Yesterday's observations,
taken by the United States weather bu-
reau, St. Paul, P. F. Lyons, observer, for
the twenty-four hours ended at 7 o’clock
last night—Barometer corrected for tem-
perature and elevation: Highest temper-
ature, 91: lowest temperature, 70; average
temperature, 88; daily range, 21; barome-
ter, 29.68; humidity, 66; precipitation, .01;
7 p. m., tempenrature, 88; 7 p. m., wind,
southeast: weather, partly cloudy.

Yesterday’s Temperatures—

{ *SpmHigh. *3pmHigh
Havre 1./ .64 28 FFOPON s .ot 2 _92
Medicine Hat.60 64 Jacksonville .82 62

Pr. Albert ....68 70 Kansas City..94 98
S. Current ...64 68 Marquette ...66 72
Williston. 72 76 Minnedosa ..72 74
Alpena .. 70, Montgomery .88 08

70 Montreal . ...68 76

Battleford
84/ Nashville, ...92

Buffalo .. ....70 74[New Orleans .82 &8
Roston: .. ....00" T8IN. ¥. City .8 86
Calgary 2 46/ Norfolk .82 90
Cheyenne s 88 N. Platte .84 98
Chicago k 93 Omaha .. ....92 46
Cincinnati. ..88 94 Philadelphia .82 88
Cleveland ....76 78 Pittsburg .....84 88
Davenport . .90 94 Qu’Appelle 70 72
Detroit .. .... $0 88 'Frisco .. ....56 60
Duluth .. ....58 63 St. Louis .. ..86 88
Edmonton . ..48 48 Salt Lake ....76 £0
Galveston ...84 88 Ste. Marie |..68 72
G. Haven.. ..T16 92 Washington .78 83
Green Bay ...T 82 Winnipeg ...80 86
Helena. .. .... 62

*Washington time (7 p. m. St. Paul).
River Bulletin—
Danger Gauge Change in
Line., Reading. 24 Hours,
eeasnat 14 5.6 *0.1
..15 3.4

Stations.
St. Paul
Davenvort ..

La Crosse ..10 4.8 0.0
St. Louis ..30 14.0
*Rise.

River forecast till 8 p. m. Tuesday:
The Mississippi will change but little in
the vicinity of St. Paul.

CCEAN LINERS.

New York—Arrived:
terdéam; Minnehaha,

Amsterdam. Rot-
London; Taurle,

Liverpool; Patria, Marseilles and Na-
ples, ;
Glasgow—Arrived: Norwegian, Mon-

treal. Sailed: Laurentian, New York;

Livonian, Montreal.

London—Arrived: Minneapolis, New
York. )
Gibraltar—Arrived: Trave, New York,

for Naples and Genoa (and proceeded).
Passed: Teenkai, Tacoma, via Manila, for
Liverpool. d

Bremen—Arrived: Furnessia, New York,
for Glasgow, !

Moville—Arrived: Lake Megantic, Mon-
treal; Saxonia, Boston. -

Hongkong—Sailed: Belgian King,
Diego.

Yokohama—Sailed: Empress of (,‘})lna.,
Hongkong, Shanghai, Nagaski and Hiogo,
for Vancouver, B. C.

Lizard—Passed: Maasdam, New York,
for Boulogne and Rotterdam,

AT NEW YORK HOTELS.

NEW YORK, June 24.—(Special.)—Fol-
lowing are Northwesterners registering
at New York Hotels:

St. Paul—F. J. Schultz, Albert; W. H.
Peeps, A. P. Lathrop, Park Avenue;
Mrs. E. S. Lyons, Holland.

Minneapolis—F. E. Jeffries, Gllsei; G.
F. Piper, Imperial; P. R. Holmes, L. L.
Twitchell, C. D. Vilies, C. C. Webber,
Holland; W. 8. Hankins, J. F. Evans,
Herald Square; E. Walsh, My. and Mrs.

San

Arnold, Cosmopolitan; F. George,
Gerard.
Fairmount—E. Burdick, T. » Burdick,

Park; U. S. Kendall, Murray Hill.
Anacenda—M. F. Kolbe, Continental.
Montana—W. S. Hunnewell, Gilsey.
Sioux Falls—John Cogan and wife, Har-

ry Wentzy, Marlborough.
Eutte—C. Mehl, Imperial.

Austria’s Foree in Chins.
VIENNA, June 24—The force main-

talned by Austria-Hungary in China has
been reduced to two vesseis and 100 men.

C. A. MOREY RESIGNS
FROM BOARP OF GONTROL

WINONA, Minn, Juna 24—(Special.)—
Gov. Van Sant came down from St. Paul
this evening, and whilg here took im-
pertant action in accepting the resigna-
tion of Charles A, Morey, of Winona, as
a member of the board of control, and
appointing O. B. Gould, of Winona, as
his successor. Judge Gould immediately
gignified his acceptance.

Judge Gould is a well known Winona
Jawyer and life-long Republican. During
J85 and 1896 he occupied the district
bench appointment from the gov-
ernor, being defeated for re-election Ty
Judge A. H. Snow. Mr. Morey's fall in
the state capitel had the effect of in-
Juring the optic nerves, so that his eye-
sight is seriously impaired. So far he
has bad to remain in a dark rcom, and
his recovery, though not despaired of,
Will be a matter of time., Gov. Van
Sant has been loth to accept the resigna-
tion, which was tendered pearly a month
ego, but after a personal interview to-
night decided on the saction and made
1he appointment above noted, the same

by

to take effect July 1. Morey's letter of
resignation is as follows:
Gov. 8. R. Van Bant, St. gaul, Minn.—
Dear Sir: It is uncertain. when I can
agaln assumg agtive duty as a member of
the board of -control. The work of the
board will never be more pressing angd
important than at present, and to remain
a passive member longer would be unfair
to my associates and to the state. 1
theretore tender you my resignatiqn. As
you know I did not seek this or any other
position, and wher able % shall gladly
roturn to my owm way of life. 1 bLe-
came, however, much Interested in the
problem of mnon-partisan  cencentrated
management of state institutions, along
the lines of modern business davelop-
ment, and I am convinced that such man-
agement under the law passed upon your
recommendation, If carried out in good
faith, upon broad and high ground, i
give to the heads of those instifution

eater opportunity and wider latituds
or the educational, curative and refor-
mainr Wwork which has been commitied
to them.™ : & - :

With ‘earnest geod wishes, for the sua-
cess of the movement and HESUYr-

ances of gpgy full appreciation of your
kindly ccngﬁemtian, 1 am Yyeurs, gﬁry
sincerely,

~C. A. Aforey.
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The Pop—Hitch in with me and we’ll win.
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I've got a daisy new nag.

The Kansas Democracy—Guess I'll go it alone tllll’ time. You’ve got the same old cart, and the horse is

another of them calamity colts.

Better change the breed.

(BGED) BY MARK HARN

OHIO REPUBLICAN CONVENTION
MEETS AT COLUMBUS TO REG-
ISTER HIS DECREES

FINISH OF CHARLEY FOSTER

Bumped Off the State Central Com-
mittee for Opposing the Power
Behind the McKinley Ad-
ministration.

COLUMBUS, Ohio, June 24—The Re-
publican state convention met here this
afternoon with a large attendance. At
the conferences during the forenpon in-
terest centered in the control of the new
state committee, the construction of the
platform, and the opposition of the state

;anti-saloon league to the renomination
of Lieut, Gov. Caldwell.

The issues on
Caldwell and the resolutions are still be-
ing agitated tonight, but the contest for
state committeemen resulted in what is
called a unanimous victory for the Han-
na faction, which included the friends of
Gov. Nash. The result assures the re-
election of Congressman Charles Dick as
chairman of the state executive com-
mittee.

When the delegates met in the after-
ncon by congressional districts, the Han-
na faction swept everything in the
twenty-one districts. In the Thirteenth
district, Charles Foster, ex-secretary of
the treasury; eX-governor, congressman
and for many years a delegate at large
to national conventions, was defeated for
member of the state central committee
because of his opposition to Senator
Hanna. Ex-Gov. Bushnell had been
elected as a delegate and had been made
chairman of the Clark county delegation,
but at the meeting of the delegates of his
district it ‘was informally announced
that he would not attend the conven-
tion. His friends gave some very point-
ed reasons for his absence. After his de-
feat Charles Foster vehemently ad-
dressed the delegates of his district on
‘‘cliques,” and ‘“‘intrigues’” and on the
dangers of ‘“local imperialism.”

HANNA THE WHOLE THING.,

The Hanna men have never before been
able to control the party organization in
the Columbus district, but today, al-
though Harry M. Daugherty made a per-
sonal appeal in a strong speech at the
meeting of the Twelfth district, the
Hanna faction secured everything. In
the Seventh district, the home of Harry
M. Daugherty, a strong effort was made
to postpone the selection of a committee-
man till the committee on credentials re-
ports but the appeals of tne Daugherty
men were ignored.

The large auditorium was crowded
when Senators Foraker and Hanna came
upon the stage together, They were
warmly greeted. Among those occupy-
ing seats‘upon the stage were Mr. Jose
C. Barbosa and Dr. Jose Gomez Brjoso,
members of the executive councif of
Porto Rico, who are on a tour of gov-
ernmental inspection.

After prayer by Rev. N. W. Good, of
Columbus, P. W. Durr, chairman of the
state central committee, In a Tbrief
speech, congratulated the Republicans of
Obhio on the result of the Ohio campaign
last vear and predicted victory for this
vear. Then he introduced Senator For-
aker as the temporary chairman of the
convention. Senator Foraker was most
enthusiastically received and spoke at
length.

Senator Foraker was frequently inter-
rupted by applause notably when he
sa!d “The flag will stay wherever it had
been planted.”

The convention adopted rules submitted
by Congressman Dick and tnen the vice
vresidents. assistant secretaries and
members of the various committees from
the twenty-one eongressional = districts
were announced and the convention ad-
journed until 10 o'clock tomerrow morn-
ing. -~

The committee on permanent organiza-
tion tonight selected Senator Hanna for
permanent chairman of the convention
Benator Hanna will address the con-
vention on taking the chair tomorrow.

NASH FOR GOVERNOR.

Lieut. Gov. Caldwell caused quite a stir
tonight by announcing that he would not
be a candidate for renomination. This
€nded the conferences that . have been in
elmoed continuous session the past two
dayve. It is probable that State Senator
Carl Ntppert, of Cinetmnati, will be
nominated for lieutenant governor. Mr.
Nippert was formerly principal of schools
at Cincinnati. A forecast of the ticket
Indicates the following nominations:

Governor—George K. Nash.

Lieutenant Governor—Carl L. Nippert.

Supreme Judge—W. B. Crew. .
ﬂC‘]jerk of Supreme Court—A. C. Critch-

eld. Y ;

Attorney General—J.- M. Sheeis.

Btate Treasurer—J. B. Cameron.

Member of Board of Public Works—W,
G. Johnson,

HARSHAL’S POSSE IN
FIGHT WIiTH STRIKERS

ARMED MATTEWAN MINERS FORCE
DEPUTIES TO FLEE FOR
THEIF LIVES,

HUNTINGTON, ¥. Va.,, June 24.—To-
day a posse of deputy United States mar-
shals led by A. C, Hufford, of Bluefield,
were fired on by the strikers and forced
to flee from the coal fields at Matewan.
Yesterday afternoon the marshals, under
the leadership of A. C. Hufford, set Jut
from Bluefield to reach the scene of the
miners’ riots. When they arrived within
twenty miles of Thacker they found that
they could proceed no further by rail on
account of the flood. They struck out
across the mountains, encountering al-
most insurmountable difficulties and late
Sunday afternoon reached _the end of
their destination. Proceeding to work
they began serving notices of the In-
junction which had been issued by
Judge Jackson. A mob of strikers fol-
lowed, armed to the teeth with fire arms.
On all sides could be heard the cry of
“down with govérnment by injunction.”
Men threatened them with their weapons,
women called down the vengeance of
heaven upon them, and children hurled
stones. When might came notice had
been served on the strikers of all the coal
companies but one, and that was to be
served at Lick Fork Coal and Coke com-
pany at Thacker, . Fearing an ambush
they waited until morning, and early to-
day set out for Thacker, Some time be-
fore noon they attempted to serve the in-
Junction papers in the above named col-
liery. A mob gollowed, enraged to des-
peration at the sweeping character of the
injuction. One reckless fellow fired the
first shot, and quick as lightning the
mountain sides echoed and re-echoed
with resounding reports that followed the
crack of twenty or thirty rifes. The
deputies were forced to take refuge in
flight, and then barely escaped with Thelr
lives. The strike situation is assuming
a frightful stage. Sheriff Hatfield has
withdrawn all his deputies, because, it is
said, he does not believe in the police be-
ing used to put down the strike. The
United States marshals have been left
alone, and after being chased from the
fields today, it is believed that they will
be strongly reinforced and ready to fight
when they again appear to enforce the
injunction,

Tug river divides West Virginia from
Kentucky. On each side the mountains
are almost perpendicular, and the entire
distance from bank to bank is not more
than 500 yards. On the mountain side of
West Virginia the collieries are located.
On the Kentucky side are nothing but
mountain paths. A lot of strikers almost
a thousand strong, have crossed over into
Kentucky, and are oecupying the moun-
tain passes. Here they are out of reach
of the deputy marshails, and command the
entrance to the collierfes. The strikers
have nothing but hatred and contempt
for the marshals, and it is said that at
the mass meeting at Thacker on Satur-

day night they decided to ignore the in-
junction. o

South OmaWn Tax Assessment,

OMAHA, Neb., June 2¢.—Judge Baker,
in the district court today, reversed his
decision by whieh Tax Commigsioner
John Fitzgerald, of South Omaha, was
suspended from otfice, pending the im-
peachment proceedings against him by
the mayor-and city council. This action
Was taken by the court in order to allow
Fitzgerald to sit with the board of re-
view at its meeting which >nds tonight,
and will result in assessments made
against the packing houses, stock vards
and other large interests in South Omeaha
standing as originally made, against
which the city ofticials have been fight-
ing. The city council claimed the assess-
ments were made disproportionately low.
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INSURGENT LEADER IN LAGUNA
WITH HIS FORCE GIVES UP
THE FIGHT

HAD A FORCE OF 650 MEN

After the Insurgent Troops Had
Laid Down Their Arms, Officers
and Men Took Oath of
Allegiance.

SANTA CRUZ, Province of Laguna,
P. I, June 24.—When Gen. Cailles sur-
rendered here today, with 650 men and
600 rifles, he entered Santa Cruz to thne
music of native bands, which were drawn
up in ‘six lines, in the church yard.
Cailles and his staff entered the church,
where mass was celebrated by Chaplain
Hart, of the Righth United States In-
fantry.

The column passed in review hefore the
United States army headquarters, with
arms at port. returned to the convent
enclosure, there surrendered their rifies
and received receipts entitling them to
30 pesos each. All the receipts were de-
posited in the hats of Cailles and his
officers, Cailles insisting that the arms
were not being sold, but belonged to the
revolutionary government and that the
proceeds must go to the widows and or-
phans. During the surrender of arms
Cailles and his staff, who were outsida
the enclosure, wept.

The officers afterwards walked to head-
quarters, where Cailles tendered his
sword to Gen. Sumner, who gallantly
handed it back. Gen. Sumner also hand-
ed back the revolutionists’ flag, which
Cailles will personally present to Gen.
MacArthur. Gen. Sumner congratulated
Callles on his surrender, and the latter
responded that it was a happy day for
nguns, province.

The president of the Federalists in
guna made a patriotic address to tha
former Filipino officers, and then the
latter and the rank and file of the Fil-
ipinos took the oath of allegiance pub-
licly on the plaza.

F. Mekin, the deserter, from the Thir-
ty-seventh Infantry, who had been act-
ing as a lieutenant with the insurgents
under Cailles and who surrendered to-
day, was placed in iroms.

PRISONERS LIBERATED.

WASHINGTON, June 2{.—The war de-
partment has made public an order is-
sued by Gen. MacArthur on May 30, lib-
erating Filipino prisoners. The order fol-
lows:

“In pursuance of the general policy of
the division commander in respect to
matters appertaining to the pacification
of the archipelago, 500 prisoners of war
will be released, to especlally signalize
the surrender and acceptance of the sov-
ereignty of the Untfted States by Gen.
Mascardo, commanding insurgent forces
in the provinces of Bataan and Zambales,
and Gen. Lacuna, commanding in the
provinces of Buldcan and Nueva Ecija.”

Gen. MacArthur announces the arrival
of the Lawton at Manila, with Companies
K and L, of the Eleventh Infantry.

e
Mason City Barglar Dying.

MASON CITY, Iowa, June 2i.—(Special.)
—Charles Smith, who was shot last
night In attempting to escape from a
posse of men after breaking into Kluzer
Bros.’ store, is very low and will hardly
survive the night..

La-

TORNAPO SWEEPS
OVER JAMESTOWN

JAMESTOWN, N. D., June 24.—(Spe-
cjal.;)—The most destructive hail storm
that has ever vigited Jamestown and
Stutsman county began at 4:30 this morn.
ing. Plate and common gliss windows
were shattered, - holes knocked through
roofs, branches. stripped from trees and
damage amounting to 31 :000 done,

The principal damage was done on the
side of Fifth avenue facing west. Driven
by a northwest wind hail stones of un-
usually large size struck plate glass and
other windows with great force and
shattered them. Of the numerous firms
on the street but two escaped damage.
Heavy rain accompanled ths hall and
was blown through the holes made by
the hall and caused a.great deal of loss
by flooding. ML -~

In Opera ho@iﬁ block $1,200 worth of
glass was destroy

ed. Other lcsscs weré:
, $600; state hospital for
thodist church, $20;
Northern Paciffe .Railway company, $500.
um&u other losses of over

residence In the clty es-

§100, scarcely a
caping damage
A tornado

of Stutsman county. The residence of
Charles Mahoney, who lives six miles
northwest of Jamestown, was completely
demolished. A threshing separator be-
longing to him weas picked up and thrown
against his barn and smashed. A
house belonging to H. M. Taber was
picked up and carried one-quarter of a
mile northeast from Jamestown. A valu-
able granary belonging to Mrs. Sell was
carried away and demolished. Other
lcsses were: John McQinnis, residence
demolished; Alexander Bros., barn worfh
$1,500 destroyed; Brown Bros., 1,000 acres
of grain and a valuable barn desiroyed;
Al Weedman, house and barn worth
$3,000 destroved and himself badly in-
jured. A number of young cattle, sheep

and horses were killed by ‘nuge bhail
stones.
On the James river branch -of the

Northern Pacific 2 number of cars were
blown off the. track and badly iwisted.
The storm was scattering and the injury
to crops was light, when its fury is con-
sidered. But few cases of grain damaged
have bet# reported.

'.};f_

GRAND JURY REPORT
SCORES W.R. JOHNSON

If Charges Sustained, Recommends
Removal and Impeachment of
Auditor and E. B. Lott.

Scathing Arraignment of Alleged
Corrupt Practices in Ramsey
County Auditor’s Office.

“It appears that there I8 gross carelessnesss in themanagement

of the office of county auditor, resulting in the

loss of revenue

and great danger of further loss Loth to the county und to indi-

vidual taxpayers, and the placing of some taxpayers in danger

of losing their property.

“We also recommend that the proper authorities investignte

the foregoing charges and, if sustained, ilmpeach or remove from

ofiice W. R. Johnson and E. B,

feasance, or both.”

One of the most scathing arraignments |

ever made by a grand jury against a
public official is that contained in the ro
port of the present grand Jury, submitted
to Judge Lewis yesterday, against Coun-

ty Auditor W. R. Johnson,
The report had been anticipated, in a
measure, as it was expected that thoa

lengthy investigation into the alleged mis-
management of the affairs in the county
auditor’'s. office would bear fruit: but
nothing quite so severe was looked

Lott for malfeasance or mis-
publle affairs u rd r
cumstances,

Thus it is that the first I -
raignment of the county auditor 1s made
by an official body after a delibercate
vestigation of the circumstances of the
entire case

Mr. Johnson still professes his inno-

for |

cence. In referring to the reporc he said
that it made him 1eel badly and

re-

| garded the “roast” as unfair, for the
reason that he had been given no op-
portunity for a hearing,

even by the avowed political enemies of |

the county auditor.

The ' charges, as originally made by
Public Examiner Pope to Gov. Van Sant,
as to gross mismanagement, resulting in
the loss of revenue, are sustained, and
the jury recommends if, after a com-
plete investigation by the proper authori-
ties, they are found to be true, that both
W. R. Johnson and Commissioner E. B.
Lott be removed from office or Impeach-
ed for malfeasance, misfeasance, or both.

E. B. LOTT INVOLVED,

E. B. Lott’s connection with the case
arises from his position as chairman of
the tax committee of the county commis-
sion. It 18 the duty of this functionary
to certify to the legality of all tax re-
fundments before they are made.

The report contains a detalled history
of the notorious matters in connection
with the refunding certifieates,—and, as
will be seen, the jury pays its respects
to ex-Deputy County Auditor Bourne,
who is charged with having made false
entries as to delinquent taxes charged

against his wife's property, and regret |
is expressed that he Is exempt from erim-

inal action by the statute of limitations.

The practice of paying 10 per cent in-
terest on tax certificate redemptions is
condemned by the jury, and the convic-
tion Is expressed that the most effecti-
agency that can be employed to preven:
continued looseness In the administration
of city and county affairs is the
solidation of the dual form of govern-
ment at present existing.

After the report had been submitted,
Judge Lewis excused the jury until this
morning, when further
may be made. During the day a lengthy
consultation was held between Judge
Lewis and County Attorney Kane,
the former being engaged all afternoon
in a careful review of the report.

con-

CAUSES MUCH EXCITEMENT.

The report caused a
tion in court house circles, despite the
fact that it had been rather generally
anticipated. Those who make the big
building their lounging place, and whoso
attention has been directed to the out-
come of the case since the start, found
little else to talk about all yvesterday fol-
lowing the grand jury’'s actlon.

Owing to the complicated aspect of this
case, and the thorough investigation pre-
viously conducted by Public Examiner
Pope, together with the brief hearings
held before Gov. Van Sant, all of which
resulted in the removal from office of
County Auditor Johnson's chief deputy,
Harry Griswold, it had from the first ap-
pealed to those interested In good govern-
ment as one of the most vital import-
ance. The interest aroused by the grand
jury’s report is, therefore, not to be won-
dered at.

It will be remembered that when Gen.
Pope began his invistigations of the tax
refundment transactions, growing out of
the so-called Lightner deal, certain fac-
tions endeavored, for party political pur-
poses, to minimize the serlousness of the
entire affair. The basic prineiple of Gin
Pope’s investigation was that the county
auditor or his deputies had allowed the
issuance of warrants for the payment of
abatements without the certificates, unon
which the law says the Wwarrants must
be made out, being In the possession of
the auditor., A long drawn out investi-
gation by the public examiner and his
deputies, culminaung in a public hear-
ing of the cases and the examination of
witnesses before the governor, estab-
lished Gen. Pope’s case with such con-
clusiveness as to make the immediate
removal of the chief deputy under Mr.
Johnson, necessary. The facts brought
out in this hearing before the governor
pointed to Mr, Griswold as the man dli-
rectly responsible, under his chief, for
the issuance of the warrants without the
tax certificates. No condemnation was
made of Mr. Johnson, personally, at that
time, but he was severely criticised far
being redelict in the performance of his
officlal duty to the extent of allowing
these illegal practices in his office. The
testimony showed that at the time the
Lightner deal was carrfed through, Mr,
Johnson was out of the city, but in the
ves of the temporary court this 414 not
excuse him from what took place nor
exonerate him from the respensibility of
similar proceedings which, it appeared
had been engaged In at varlous times
when he was not out of the office.

WERE GOOD TO JOHNSON,

profound sensa-

Assistant Attorney General Somerby,
by whom the examination for the state
was conducted, and others engaged in it
were charitable enough to withhold any
decisive censure from Mr, Johnson, pre-
ferring to exhaust the case before ar-
riving at the ultimate conclusion that a
different course or attitude was neces-
sary. It appears that now, notwith-
standing the scathing arraignment of the
grand jury, Mr. Johnson is still receiv-
ing this same degree of charity from
those disinterested in the case other than
from the standpoint of taxpayers who
desire to have fair and honest admin-

investigations :

Those who have seen the case alre for
the past six we« ks or more may feel cone
Stralned to express some surprise at this
kind of a remark,

“It 1s the same report,” said he, ‘“as
that made by Gen, Pope to the wor,

The governor found that no r

been lost to the county or paf tho
wrong man, and that one of tae deputies
had conducted business in an ircegular
manner. tI is certainly not claim 1t
I have been guilty of any malfeasance,
The only’ money ever lost by the ty
was through Bourne, a deputy litor,¥
and this was long before m te of
office."”

Here Is the report in full:

“It appears that the cour r
has not been complying with AW
which are on the statute book { vith
the usual business mgthods wii )
neeessary to the proper conduc y
oifice,- -~

“The statutes provide that warranpts
must be entered in a book provide for
the purpose at the time of lssus 1
May 4, 1901, no entries had been m 1
this book since April 19, 1901 S 1
%6, G. 8. 1894, provides that 1
warrants returned by the treas |

be canceled by the auditor on
Iimmediately, and at the el
shall be credited to the treasu
records. On May 4, 191, no entries had
been made since April 19, 1901

CANCELLATION
“Section 1697, GG
certificates

OFCERTIFICATES.
neral 8 that
must be or it

itutes 1:94
surrenier.d

only recorded an asslgnment mus ba
exccuted, acknowledged and recorde 3
fore the warrant shall be dra
county auditor delivered wa
6 to James Schoonmaker y
Aprdl 29, 1501, before the cer.ific es
ielivered On auditor s ants

o823, April 3, 151, for eleven

cates, four are on hand, but are recorded
in the office of the register of deeds in
the name of A, G Creston, and not ase
signed; five cannot be found, All wer
pald for,

“On warrants 6153, April 23
for twelve certliicates, three are on hand,
but not cancelled; nine cannot be

6152, 1901,

foand

All were paid for,
“On warrant 6153, for three cert cates,
two are on hani, but not canceled na

cannot be found All were paid for

“'On warrant 6,153 for fourteen certifl-
cates, four are on hand, but not can-
celed, ten cannot be found. All were
palid for,

‘‘On warrant 6,163, for five cortifieat a,
all are on hand but not canceled All
were paid for,

“On warrant 6,218, for elghteen certifi-
cates, all are on hand but not canceled
All were paid for. None of the

certificates were endorsed to t ur
by the party to whom they were is
and the county's claim to them nuy |
questioned. There Is no evidence thas ti
missing certiticates were ever deliveres
to the county auditor,

BURNS, DUCIUS ET Al

"It appears that In all cases, petitions
were properly sworn to and certificates
assigned and canceled, excep whe. a
James H. Burns was interes It ¢

pears that where he
Carl Ducius

had
or Walter D
application for h'm, the facts

stated, and apparently no effort “n
made to prove tham. Some of t} r=
tificates were not delivered, anl are not
now in the possession of the cour wudl-
tor. The balance were not % -
signed and can:eled. The es | 5
county iditor's office k -
or J. H. Burn
and mad 3 1
3 18 to their progres i
v when the warrants were read 18
warrant was paid to Harry
the application was made T 2
dy. Weiss did not present
ity from Cassidy, but Burr 1
deputy to pay it to Welss was
paid.
LAW DIRECTLY VIOLATED
“It a2ppears that it has been th Lom
tice in the county a r's office t alte
out warrants AVe
heen deliverec ha

Do until

violation of th

ner issued h's ins

county auditors an

the iditor of Ramsey coun

ing m to onsecutivel
plications. *hers for these

tions, and warrants for the s

all bear the same number an« fi
away together. It has also been t

practice in the county auditor's office to
throw these certificates into a drawer to
be bundled up at the end of month.
These certiflcates are the real voucher in
cases of redemption of tax sale

‘It appears that the auditor has r
proper check upon the county treas
The list of taxes is given by the
auditor to the treasurer, who marks

against such items as are pald before
the expiration of the time allowed hy
law. he list is then returned to tha

avditor, but no effort is made to see that
the total amount recelved by the tre
urer corresponds with the amount mar
ed paid. There 1s no check from one of-
fice to the 6Other. There are no spécial
instructions in the statutes covering this,
but the general duties of the auditor as
bookkeeper for the county require it,
“It appears that about Dec. 27, 1399,
James H. Burns made appMgation in the
name of Gustav Wlilllus for the purchase
of the state's right to lots 1-13, Mav's
Transfer Factor and arehouss addat-.
tlo, ten acres acquired through the fafl-
uré to pay taxes. The taxes amounted
to $1,217.28. The offer was 00 to pur-
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