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Yrw SIX V YrS

Stcctmer Islander Strikes Floating
Ice and Sinks in Twenty

Minutes

Wild Scramble for Life Among the
Passengers—Crew Acted

Excellently*

POIiT TOWNSBND, Wash., Aug. 19.—
Tl c steamer Queen has just arrived from
tut North, bringing news of one of the
most appalling marine disasters on the
Pacific coast.

The steamer Islander, sailing from
Bkagway on Aug. 14, when nearing the
southwest end <>f Douglas island, at 2 p.
in.. Aug. 16, and running at full spetd,
struck a Boating iceberg and in less than
twenty minutes weal to the bottom of

deep channel, carrying men, women
and children to watery graves.

The [slander had 108 passengers, and all
of them were In bed when the vessel
struck. The shock was so severe that
many were thrown from their I < rths,
and thi wildest excitement prevailed.
Woni was soon passed that the vessel
was doomed, and a general scramble for
the lifeboats ensued ,many jumping over-
board and attempting to swim to the
shore, the distance being short. In the
scramble to get into the boats many
were hurled headlong into the chilly wa-
ter, which, according to passengers ar-
riving from tin eemed alive with
human beings. Before all the passen-
gers had left the v< ss< 1 she gave a lunge
and went down bow lirst.

It is known that sixty-seven lives were
lost.

It will 1"' some time before their names
can be definitely learned, as the purser
lost his passenger list.

Among the passengers known to have
been saved arc the following:

THE KNOWN HEAD.
MRS. ROSS, wife of thd governor of

the Yukon territory, her child and niece.
JOHN DUNCAN, of this city.
W. C. PRESTON and bride, of Seattle.
P. MILLS, Victoria.
MRS. .!. c HENDERSON, Victoria
W. 11. KEATING and two sons, Los

Angeles, Cal.
J. V. DOUGLAS, Vancouver.
MRS. PHILLIPS and child, Seattle.
MR, PALL, Victoria.
MRS. NICHOLSON 1, wife of Capt.

X Icholson.
HUGH PORTER, coal passer.
M. FOLK, saloon waiter. *MRS. j. w. smith. Vancouver.
J. L. BLETHEN, Vancouver.
MRS. J 1.. WILSON, Seattle.
A. KENDALL, night saloon man.

'i HESE WERE SAVED.
N. A. Belcourt, M. P., Ottawa
C. C. Hay, Ottawa.
R. Bowman, wife and son Oscar Van-couver.
A. Morrison. Dawson.
Charles Doyle, Port Cudahy
Virgin D .vi,.. Foil Cudahy.
Arthur Lbngmane, Port t'udahy
JT. Real, Dawson.
Dr. VV. li. Smith. Vancouver.
11. W. 11. nderson, Dawson.
H- I!. Mart. San Francisco.
J. E. Bannin, San Bernardino, Cal.
\u25a0A. S. La Blanch, pilot, Victoria.
All< n J, Walker and wife Skatrwav
R. N. Highon, Victoria.
Charles Denny, fourth engineer.
H, Fraser, third pantryman, Victoria.
C. H L. Sherman, Northwest mounted

Ii ilice, White Horse.
11. Walker, mounted police, "White

I. Morse, White Pass & Yukon
railw

G. W. Simpson, steward.
<;. L. Cotter, mounted police, White

A. Berth, Dawson.
John L. < miss, Seati li .
J. W. Snodgrass, Dawson.
A. Dickey, Seattle.
D. O. Ferry, quartermaster.
Owen McLaughlin, wife and child

Skagway.
L. J. Dean. Cariboo Crossing.
\'. C. Flint and wife, Dawson.
,i. C. Henderson, Skagway.
Everett •;. Soung, Vancouver.
Anton Kreishe, Dawson.
Jack Kochver, Dawson.
J. B. McLennan. Vancouver.
O. Olson, coal passer, Victoria.
D. Carter, sailor.
C. M. Fraser, Vancouver.
Joe Kochver, Vancouver.
A. P. l.uth, Dawson.
Charlie Ross, Dawson.
W, 11. Seames and wife Dawson.
T. R. Rob, rtson, Skagway.
Mrs. Gertrude Whitmore," Tacoma.
B. M. Green, Vancouver.
S. Jameson, Vancouver.
Mrs. E. Mills, Dawson.

George Poddicom (or Roddycomb), Ta-
coma.

1. \V. McFarland, Atlin.
L. G. Gill, Vancouver.
F. Didish, Racine, AVis.
Russell Wilkinson, Leamington, Out.
J. L. Wilcox, San Francisco.
Max Green, Tacoma.
L. T. Maxwell, Seattle.
R. M. Wright. Willows, N. D.
J. D. Daniels, Seattle.
L. S. Robb, Dawson.
E. M. Dennis, Dawson.
Judge Morgan, insurance agent, Win-

nip< g.
H. Danllsh, Atlin.
T. Knowles, Atlin.
S. A. Applebaum, Dawson.
Capt. McFarland, Dawson.
George S. Spece, steward, S. D.
E. D. Hudson, coal passer.
Dave Stewart, fireman.
J. Nash, fireman.
William Chalmers, steward's depart-

ment.
Harry Lacey, Seattle.
M. Blumurc, Portland, Or.
John Dickson, porter, Victoria.
H. M. Macbeth, Portland.
Dick Morrisy, fireman.
Pat Lavin, <ir. man.
J. McDonald, fireman.
.M Hansen, Dawson.
If. A. Dickey, Seattle.
M. H Murphy, fireman.
H. H. McDonald.
R. R. Taylor, deck boy.
F. C. Castleburjj.
WiUiam Needlands, Dawson.
J. D. Yeoman, Dawson.
P. If. Brown, Dawson.
F. G. Hlnilebocker, Vancouver.
F. F MacNaughton, White Horse.
K. H. Carlton, Seattle.
J. T. Snyder, Seattle.
Noble Johnson, St. Marys, Ont.
George Powell, second mate.
William \y. Powers, Eagle City.
G. L. Spinks, Dawson.
Dr. Phillips. Seattle. Wife drowned.
A. T. Brownlee, chief engineer.
H. N. Bishop, purser.
George T. Brown. Dawson.
E P. Pringley, Dawson.
.1. A. Dean, Cariboo Crossing.
A. C. Beach, Dominion Creek.
Capt. Harrison, Victoria.
E. F. Comfort Dawson.
W. S. Herbert, Dawson.
J. K. Devlin. Porcupine.
W. G. Preston and wife, Seattle.
11 A. Bingnam.
.1. <;. Sti yens.

M. E. Empnrey.
W. Pucron.

THE PILOT'S STORY.
VICTORIA, B. C, Aug. 19.--Pi!ot La

Blanc, who had charge of the steamer
[slander at the time she struck, says:

"The night was Tine, and as we all ex-
pected to meet ice, a sharp lookout was
lcr-; t. About 2:la a. m. the crash came.
The boat was under full speed, and no
Ice was in sight, and there was no fog,

but the wind was blowing and it was
uark and cloudy. Th,e fatal berg was no
donbi even with the water. After she

k L stopped the engines, when Capt.
K(" n appeared with the night watchman,

who reported the ship leaking forward. I
Capt. Poote that we would better

head for the beach, but he dcmurreil, and
when he decided to do pn the ship was
taking water so fas! that she would not
answer her helm. Then I called the mate
and ordered th< boats. This was done,
;ind they w< re lowered with passengers.
Many passengers jumped overboard with
life ireservers on. I jumped overboard
and was in the water two hours and a
quarter before securing a piece of wreck-

The pilot also said that many of the
w.n acted badly, attempting to jump into
the boats before they had been launched.
Had H : ;'- ;' en for this crowding- and
rushing, he thinks all would have been
saved, \\ith the possible exception of
thoye who did not get out of their state-
rooms, among whom were Andrew Keat-
ing and his two sons, Arthur and Julius,
of Los Angeles. The crew, on the other
hand, behaved splendidly ana' looked to
the safety of the passengers. After the
boats had been launched, the crew turn-
ed their attention to the rafts, but these
were also rushed, and after they had
been launched eomc of the crew had to
swim for wreckage, as there were too

Continued on Third I'ajie.

STEAMBOAT CAPSIZED,
SIXTEEN LIVES LOST

PADUCAH, Ky., Aug. ,10.— steamer
City of Golconda, plying between this
city and Elizabethtown, II!., was struck
by a squall during a storm tonight, while
en route to Paducah, and turned over in
ten feet of water, six miles above the
city, as she was going into Crowell's
Landing.. .

Sixteen persons are reported drowned.
The disaster occurred as supper was be-
ing m rved, and man;' of the seventy-five
passengers were in the cabin. The wind
struck the boat without warning, and
there was no time for those on the in-
tad( to escape, ('apt. J>s=e Bauer and
Pilot S. K. Peck wore the last to leave
the boat and swam ashore. They save:
several persons who wore struggling- in
the water, and left the survivors in a
house near the bank and came to the
city. Capt. Bauer, who arrived here two
hours after the catastrophe, said: "The
boat was getting ready to land v:hen the
squall struck her and she listed. Several
passengers who were inside jumped over-
board and were caught by the boat. The
laflfes, all of whom were In the cabin,
could not be reached. The boat settled
flown In ten feet of water, over a reef,
and two of the men who were in the

H. E. Worten and N. S. Quarter-mousc, of Hami.ton^broke through the
glass and were saved. Three colored
deckhands saved a woman anS child, and
1 think she was the only woman saved.
A yawl that had broken loose was caught
by some of those struggling in the water
and taken to the bank. We eturned to
tlic boat on this, but could not find any
sisals of life, and returned to shore."

The boat was valued at about $2,500 and
had been In the trade for several years
being owned by Capt. Otto Bauer of
Go! onda. 111. There is no way-to de-
termine the number or names of the dead
untU the boat's books are found. Capt.
Peck places the number at sixteen. The
Mary N left soon after the survivors
reached the city for the scene an» is ex-
pected back tonight. Among those be-
lleved to be lost are:

MISS LUCY BARNETT, of Smith-
land.

AII3S LIZZIE GRAHAM.
MISS TRIXIE ADAMS, of GreenvilleMRS. DAVID ADAMS, of Smithland "
\u25a0WAIT HAVIS. a prominent farmer ofLivingston county.
CLARENCE SLAYTON. of Lola Ky

and three colored deck hands.

DYNAMITE EXPLODES,
SEVERAL ARE KILLED

' LITTLE FALLS, N. V., Aug. . 19.-Tho
Mohawk &.. Mulone roundhouse • at.
Herkimer was discovered to be on fire
nt 10:30" o'clock tonight. -" Watchman Gil.

, btrt and an engine tender mimed John
Deck, assisted by residents of the vicin-
ity find ' members of the bridge building
gang, attempted to extinguish the

• flame*. While they were battling with

the ' fire a .large quantity of dynamite
stored in. the building . exploded * with
terrific' force, killing Gilhert and Deckand -four others." The bodies bt thTfourlast raetioned are unrecognizable. The
roundhouse was wrecked and burned Itis. feared there, arguother. bodies- in the
ruins. The roundhouse is owned by theX.v York Central &-Hudson ; River rail-

road. ra"

EXPLODED TOO SOON
SEVEX-IXCH SHELL. KILLS OXE

ARTILLERYMAN" AND FATALLY
WOI'XD-S THREE MORE

WERE AT TARGET PRACTICE

Private Watson's Head Was Torn
Off, and the Others Were

Frightfully Man-
gled.

JUNCTION CITY, Kan.. Aug. 19.—
"While at target practice today on the
Fort Riley reservation, half a mile north

of this city, a seven-inch 107-pound shell
exploded as it was being placed in the

breech of the third section gun of Siege

Battery O, Seventh artillery, commanded
by Capt. Van Dusen. Casualties:

Henry C. Watson, killed instantly.
John ,T. King, wounded fatally.
Murray Sykes, wounded fatally.
Charles Duncan, wounded fatally.
Henry Logsdon. wounded seriously.
Dennis Mahoney, wounded, not dan-

gerous.
Recruit Lloyd, wounded seriously.
Rons Duck, wounded slightly.
James Brady, wounded slightly.

The big siege battery of four guns has
been on the target range, north of this
city, since Wednesday of last week. To-
day the usual practice was in progress.
The 107-pound shell had been put into
th" third section gun, and Private Wat-
son was in the act of ramming the sh°ll
home, when there was a terrific explo-
sion, and the headless body of Watson
was seen standing- perfectly erect for al-
most fifteen seconds, when it moved as
if to step and then fell, alighting on his
back, with shoulders toward the gun.

Private King had both arms torn
off and lost both eyes.

Private Murray Sykea had a portion of
the skull torn off and right eye badly in-
jured.

Charles Duncan was badly bruised
about the head and blinded in both eyes.

Henry Logsdon's body is badly hurt
and he may go blind from powder burns.

Sergeant Dennis Mahoney was hit in
the mouth with a fragment of shell and
lost several teeth.

Recruit Lloyd had his left forearm
blown off and right eye badly burned.

The wounded men were at once taken
to the post hospital, where proper medi-
cal attention could be given them.

RACE QUESTION ABROAD
HOTEL, CAISES TROIBLE

ENTEKTAIXMEXT OK NEGROES AT

Other Americans Take Umbrage at
Colored Invasion, itml Remove

Themselves anil Their
lie longings.

TRUST INVASION OF EUROPE.

TUESDAY MORNING, AUGUST 20, 1901.

Uncle Sam—<"Why don't yon use your coal, John. Instead of shlppine it to yonr chief competitorf"

LONDON, Aug. 19.—The Afro-American
delegates to the international ecumenical
council, which is to meet in Wesley's
chapel, in City road, London. next
month, are already arriving. Their ad-
vent is causing unexpected difficulty at
one of the big hotels In the West end,
where a large number of Americans are
staying. The latter, amazed by the an-
nouncement that some 203 colored men
were coming, formally protested to the
proprietor, assuring him that such a
thing would not be permitted in the Unit-
ed States, and demanding that the color-
ed people he accommodated in a separate
part of the hotel. The proprietor declin-
ed to interfere, with the result that some
of the Americans are already arranging
to leave.

To a representative of the Associated
Press, he said tonight:

"I could not think of offering an insult
to such men asTJishop Derrick, of NewYork; Bishop Janner, of Philadelphia-
Bishop Games, of Atlanta, and Bishop
Arnett. I told the American* that whenthe Tndian princes were here no one ob-jected to meeting them, and I do not pro-
pose to make any distinction at the ex-pense of Africans. 1"

M. de Witte Exchanges Viewn With,
Vienna and Berlin.

LONDON, Aug. 20.-ln a dispatch dis-cusing the Russo-American tariff war theOdessa correspondent of the Standardsays:
"It is understood here that M De Witt*has already exchanged views with Vi-enna and Berlin with the object of pre-

venting an American trust invasion ot
Central and Northern Europe,

BLLLETIX OF -
IMPORTANT NEWS OF THE DAY

Weather Forecast for St. Paul:
Fair.

Over Sixty Lives Lost.
Strikers Loh<? Ground.
Isthmian Wat Goes On.
Filial Premature Explosion.
MIIHiMIII vs. Sen ley.

— liitehorne Case Up to Van Sant
White Bear In Getting Low.
Hoard of Control Goes to Court.
Aged Man Commit* Suicide.

War at Redwood Falls.
Trade With South Africa.
Xc«s of the Invest.

—Editorial Comment.

C—-Games in the - Dig: Leagues.
General Sporting Information.

ii—Miller Goin^r lo .Chicago.
\civ.s of the Kailroud.'i.

7—Grain and Provision Markets.
September Wheat, 71 l-8!gl—
liar Silver, .IS :5-Sc.
Stocks Firm.

River Tirade In Heavy.

Blind Pig Problem*.
Coal Contract* Let.

WEATHER FOR TODAY.
Minnesota—Fair Tuesday; Wednesday,

fair in eastern, showers and cooler in
western portion; winds mostly southerly.

Wisconsin— Tuesday and Wednes-
day; light easterly winds.

North Dakota—Showers Tuesday; cool-
er in central portion; Wednesday, show-
ers; southerly winds, becoming variable.

South Dakota—Generally fair Tuesday;
Wednesday, showers and cooler; souther,
ly winds, becoming variable.

Montana—Cooler and partly cloudy
Tuesday, with showers in eastern por-
tion; Wednesday, fair, variable winds.

St: Paul — Yesterday's observations,
taken by the United States weather bu-
reau, St. Paul, P. F. Lyons, observer, for
the twenty-four hours ended at 7 o'clock
last .night—Barometer corrected for tem-
perature and -elevation: Highest temper-
ature, S8; minimum temperature, 02; aver,
age temperature, 7.">; daily range, 26; bar-
ometer, 30.00; humidity, 58; precipitation,
0; 7 p. m. temperature, 84; 7 p.' m. wind,
north; weather, clear.

Yesterday's Temperatures—
*Spml-iis'n| , *BpmHigh

Huron .......82 82 Heron 82 88
Med. Hat ....80 SO Jacksonville .78 "SS
Pr. Albert ..6fi .70 1 Kansas City..Bß 92
S. Current ...70 7C Marquette ...66 CS
Williston ....70 B*s Minnedosa ...68 80
Alpena 64 G6 Montgomery. 74 88
Battleford ...72 76 Montreal ....70 78
Bismarck 80 s>i Nashville 76 SS
Boston .......60 70 New Orleans.B2 90
Calgary 66 72 New York ..68 76
Cheyenne ....60 S2 Norfolk .......82 SO
Chicago 60 72j North Plattelß4 88
Cincinnati ...74 s-lj Omaha ... .88 94
Cleveland ...71 &2 Philadelphia 72 82'DavenDort ...84 SS Pittsbur* ....80 88
Detroit 76 82 On'Appflle ..R2 TO
Duluth 70 72 St. Louis ....86 88Kflmnntnn ...74 74 Salt Lake 62 72Grand Haven.7s 74 Ste. Marie ..64 66Green Bay ..74 S", Washington .80 88Helena 74 7-3 Winnipeg ...,70 80

WashJrie+on time: 7 p. m. St. PauLRiver Bulletin—
\u0084 .. :• Dansrer Gauere Chance inStations. Line. Heading: 24 hou-=

St. Paul ...14 2.7 '
—0 l"Havenport IS 2.6

La Crosse in 2.9 _,0 i
st Louis ..SO .5.3

—Fall.
River forecast till Bp. m. Tuesday:The MississiDpi will remain stationnrv or

fall slowly in the vicinity of St. Paul

OCEAN LINERS.
Bremen—Arrived: Uatrfca/rossa, NewYork.
Queenstown—Arrived: Ivernia, Bostonfor Liverpool.
Glasgow—Sailed: State' of NebraskaNew York. Sailed: Mongolian, New

\ork.
Boston—Arrived: Livonian, Glasgow
Gibraltar— Arrived: Werra, New Yorkfor Naples and Genoa.
Browhead—Arrived: Dominion, Port-land, Me., for Liverpool.
Ponta Do Arnet—Passed: Georgia Na-ples, for New York.
Lizard—Passed: Roearian, Montrealfor London: Statendam, New York forBoulogne Sur Mer and Rotterdam 'Moville-Sailed: Tacotna (from Hong-kong, Shanghai and Kobe), Victoria BC. and Tacoma. '
Japan Port—Arrived: Peru, San Fran-cisco, via Honolulu, for Yokohama andHongkong.
Brisbane—Arrived: Aorangi, Vancou-ver, via Honolulu, for Sydney N S WLiverpool—Arrivesd: Parisian ' Mon-

treal. Sailed: Corfathfan, Montreal.Suez—Arrived: Xllenask Tacoma. viaYokohama, etc., far London.

Om the European Station.
WASHINGTON, Aug. 19.—The navy de-partment announces that the European

ssqua.dron of American war vessels will
rendezvous at Genoa, Italy. The cruiser
Chicago, now at Southampton, will pro-
ceed south to that port, whore she will
meet the cruiser Albany and the gun-
boat Nashville, now at the Sicily isl-
auds.

HOWSSON VS. SGHLEY
COI'XSEiL FOR THE LATTER HAVE

A LITTLE COM MlMC ATION
FOR THE FORMER

NO CREDIT DUE TO SCHLEY,

Admiral HotviNon In Alleged to
Have Said DiaeiMSixs the But-

tle of Sji i;t ia».',ii in an
Interview.

WASHINGTON, Aug. 19.—The navy de-
partment has decided that the Schi< y

court of inquiry shall be held in the
gunners' workshop at the navy yard.
The workshop is a large new building
and well adapted to the requirements of
the court.

Judge Jere Wilson and Hon. Isadore.
Rayner, counsel for Rear Admiral Schley
in the coming court of inquiry, called on
Acting Secretary of the Navy Hackett
today and made inquiries regarding the
department's list of witnesses. Tli>
informed that the department had no
prepared list; that the- preparation of this
list is in the hands of Capt. Lemley, the
judge advocate of the court, who is now
in Canada, and who is expected to return
to Washington next Monday. They also
were informed that the counsel for Ad-
miral Schley could write a letter to
Capt. Lemley, asking for the list, which
letter would be forwarded to the judge
advocate, or they could await his return
and then make application. It is under-
stood a letter will be addressed to the
department by Admiral Schley's counsel,
asking for a list of witnesses. It is stated
that the call on Secretary Hack) it was
informal. During their conference with
Acting Secretary Hackett today, Messrs.
Raynor and Wilson advised him that a
communication would be sent him this
afternoon relative to certain statements
reported to have been made by Rear
Admiral Howison, a member of the court
of inquiry, in regard to the Bchley-
Bampson controversy.

HOWISON TALKED, TOO.
The letter to Secretary Hackett will in-

close copies of interviews purporting to
have come from Admiral Howison, st.it-
ing. among other things, that the battle
of Santiago was won by Sampson; that
the latter's presence was unnecessary at
that fight; that Schley deserved no credit
for the victory, and that between the two
officers Sampson is the better man.

Mr. Hackett is requested to forward
this communication to Admiral Howison
for his consideration, and a copy of that
officer's reply to the department is asked
for.

While the request of the counsel of
Admiral Schley for a list of witnesses
will be submitted to Judge Advoate Gen-
eral Lemley, as a matter of form, it has
already been determined at the depart-
ment that the request will be complied
with and the list furnished Admiral
Schley's lawyers, possibly this will not
be done until after the return of Capt.
Lerrjiey to Washington.

Vdt. B. W. Wells, who was a flag
to Admiral Schley during the

West Indian campaign, has been detach-
ed from the Kearsarge and ordered to
Washingl' l to assist Admiral Schley in
the preparation of his case. This action
was taken at the request of P .admiral
who said he desired the assistance of
Lieut. Wells because of his familiarity
with all the correspondence during the
time he (Schley.) was in command of the
liying squadron.

BIG BOSS COMING HOME
START FOR NEW YORK.

DICK CROKER PREPARE* TO

LONDON, Aug. 19.—Richard CrokeT
John Fox, of the New York Democratic
club, and Andrew Freedman, all of whom
are now in London, were in conference
today regarding the political situation in
New York city. Mr. Freedman passed
Sunday at Wantage and will accompany
Mr. Croker across the Atlantic.

Mr. Croker dented himself to all callers !
except a few intimates, his excuse being !
that he was busy arranging for his de- t
parture so as to arrive in New York,
Sept. 5.

PILGRIMS TO CANTON MECCA.
Senator Barton, of Kansas Among

the President's Callers.
CANTON, Ohio, Aug. 19.-Senator J. R.

Burton, of Kansas, called on President
McKinley today. He said he was here to
talk over some Kansas appointments. Of
legislation he said he did not expect any
general revision this year, but he did ex-
pect the passage of a ship subsidy bill.

M. W. Gibbs, United States consul to
Madagascar, home on leave of absence,
came here to pay his respects and also
on some personal matters.

Col. Cohran, U. S. A. (retired), was
aUo among the day's callers.

PRICE TWO CEXTS-J

REBELS ACTIVE
COLOMBIAN LIBERALS ATTACK

THE OUTSKIRTS OF PA.KAMA

AND COLOX

GOVERNMENT IS WEAKENING

In the Opinion of People on the

Groonil—Dr. Silvn <"isll.s on

Secretary of State

Hay.

GEN. TJRIBE IS NEAR BOGOTA

KINGSTON, Jamaica. Aug. 19.—The
British steamer Rosneath arrived here
today from Central American ports, and
brought advices from Colon of continued
and persistent attacks by the rebels on
the outskirts of Colon and Panama. The
repeated efforts on tha part of the gov-
ernment to repulse the rebels have failed,
and the belief is gaining ground that the
Colombian government is weakening.

When the Rosneath left Colon, on the
loth, the French cruiser Suchet was
there, and the arrival of British and
American war v< ssela wan anxiously
awaittd. Business generally was crippled.

SII.VA t A1.1.S ON HAY.

Colombian Hintrter Dlaevases Proat-
i'cnh ul' the itclx Ilion.

WASHINGTON. Aug. 19.—The Colom-
bian minister, Dr. Silva, had a confer-
ence with Secretary Hay this morning.

It is the first personal exchange between
the secretary and the Colombian mm- |
istei since the present - disturbances
started. Dr. Silva gave Mr. Hay informa-
tion- to the effect that traflic on the
isthmus was entirely unobstructed, and
also assured of the ability of Colom-
bia to keep traffic open.

The minister's communication to Sec-
rr^\ry Hay did not take any formal or
wntten shape, but was an informal dis-
cussion of the situation based on the

#

minister's latest advices. He informed
the secretary that a cable dispatch from
Bogota, sent last Thursday, stated that
traffic across the isthmus was entirely

unobstructed as a result of the efforts
of the Cplombla'n authorities. He ex-
pressed the fullest confidence that Co-
lombia was able to maintain free traffic
across the isthmus. So far as the Unit-
ed States government is concerned, there
never has been any purpose to exert any
military force in keeping open the
isthmian traffic, unless it became per-
fectly plain that Colombia was unable to
dc so. This • view was doubtless made
known to Dr. Silva, although the nature
of the exchange'is known only in the
most general way. The assurances given
by Dr. Silva make clear certain features
of the situation. First, there is no inter-
ruption of traffic at the present time,
Colombia giving official assurance of
this, and the United States having no ad-
vices from its representatives showing
an actual stoppage of traffic within re-
cent days. - Second, both governments
are agreed that first responsibility for
maintaining free traffic is on Colombia,
and that the United States is not called
upon to act until Colombia finds herself
unable to fulfill, the primary responsi-
bility. Third, the United States undoubt. I
edly will judge for itself when any oc-
casion arises for exercising Its authority
on the isthmus.- A request from Colom-
bia would be strong evidence that such
occasion had arisen. But it is not essen-
tial to await, a request or notice from
Colombia, although such a communica-
tion undoubtedly would receive the fullest
consideration. The actual conditions as
to whether traffic is open or closed will
determine finally whether there is any
occasion for the exercise of force by th<-
United States.

Although the foregoing is not an offi-
cial statement, yet it is believed to cover
the main questions involved at the pres-
ent time. It discloses that the movement
of our warships, southward has beenmerely a precautionary measure to look
after American Interests in gase Of an
actual obstruction of traffic, and that the
situation as it exists today does not call
for an exercise of any American au-thority on the isthmus.

It was stated at the navy department
today that the battleship lowa, now at
San Francisco, probably will sail for
Panama tomorrow morning. The lowa is
undergoing repairs to her boilers. This
work is being pushed with all possible
expedition in order that there sh* bo
as little delay as possible In her trip
southward.

When seen after his visit to the statedepartment, Dr. Silva expressed himself
as largely satisfied with assurances given
him by Mr. Hay that the United States
would not take a hand in affairs on the
isthmus unless a request came from the
Colombian government itself, or else the
need of intervention became so apparent
as to make a request unnecessary. The
minister stated that, some time ago, he
informed his government that the Unit-
ed States would not put Into operation
the treaty provision for keeping open
traffic on the isthmus unless Colombia
found herself unable to do so. He says
his interview with Mr. Hay strengthened
this view of affairs, and he advised bis
government of the. entirely disinterestedpurposes of the United States, and'of its
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STEEL STRIKE

KORE MILLS ARE STARTED UP

Strike Lenders on the Oilier Ilnud
Claim That They Are Organ-

izing; the Men at the
Carnegie .Mills.

STRIKERS EXPECT TO WIN

PIT rSBURG, Pa., Aug. 19.—T
; i orporatlon made a -

na l"t!ay ID th.
iled by the Btrike of the Amal-gamated association and its

thizers. The steel mills at I
after a long period of inactivity
partly put In motion by etrik<
*ath< red In some of the South* i
two more milla In the Painter plan)
also started up ,and another
at the Clark property wa<

\u25a0-t time. 'I here was s< m
order In the str.'.-ts of M<
the day, but th»' local p dice n
control of the demonstrative crowds, .-uxi
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ig of the Moness. n mill It
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and thai none of their men i
despite claims to the contrary, Th. .

- of the Painter mills, which now
have four mills on, claim that part <\u25a0(
their two new crews is mad- up of nIJ
employes who ><\u25a0\u25a0 \ ime back lo <
At tht Clark mill, where the ten-Inch mill
wae \u25a0t \u25a0; i' •' for the Brsi time toda
when everything exc< pi a small •
Inch nilll Is now being operated, it ii

\u25a0 ! that mor.. skilled men a i

their servlcea than can be accommo-
dated, fifty more were taken on there
today, bringing the total force up I
it v thtt then
at work in the Painter mills, ml that
fifty of them w. r.' skilled.

CONTEST AT DUQUBSNE

master] at the Duqui sne mills oi
Carnegii company Both

The greatest light In this district

Ing secretly, the Amalgai
tion to extend its organization and

among the work- rs, and

FIREMEN MEET DEATH
FROM FLAMING OIL

•*
PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 20.—While a

large force of firemen were endeavoring
to check the fire In a nest of burning

oil tanks at the Atlantic Oil Refining

company's plant at Point Breece in the
southwestern section of the city about
12:30 o'clock this morning an immense
tank of benzine suddenly exploded.
Many firemen were in close proximity
to the tank and fell victims to the blaz-
ing oil and flying pieces of iron, Three
or four were killed and many were
badly burned before they could be res-
cued by their more fortunate compan-
ions. A general call waa telegraphed
for ambulances and patrol wagons, and
the injured were hurried to the hospi-

tals in the lower end of the city. At
this writing the names of the dead fire-
men cannot be learned. They were hor-
ribly burned and their bodies badly mu-
tilated."' The bodies were hardly recog-
nizable when brought to the morgue at
1:30 o'clock 7.this morning. Some of the
injured will die. Ten or twelve..tanks*
of benzine and petroleum, have already
been destroyed, and the fire has not
been checked. The fire, it is thought,
will not burn Itself out for several days.
The loss; "It"Is ' estimated, will reach,
probably $500,000. .. ... .

The flre began about 4 o'clock yester-
day afternoon, when a benzine tank was

•
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They an not \u25a0 ntlth d to d will
have none. Tl are al llbe
as they b< p tit.
do so on their own i
will do nothing about t! . from
this time. 'ii 'hi whole, the
polnf* on very well. We are Retting nut
more men every day. and will continue
to do bo. The light Is hardly hecrmi yet.
There will be plenty of trouble for th«?
trust before tons if they keep on In their
present course. There ha 3been 50 effort
on anyone's part toward peace, and there
will be none on our part again. Abo.it
the situation Ii Duquesne^ all I can pay
In that there has been no strike ordered
In that mill as yet. I said last w-ek
that when we were ready that mill
would be fittended to."

STRII OAINS.
The mi of the Pennsylvania works of

the National Tub* company in this city
joined the strikers tonight and it Is ex-
pected that the force in the Fraukstown
plant will follow them tomorrow. About

\u25a0fiOO men left the Pennsylvania works and
it is almost certain thai ill of the re-
maining 6CO will join in the. movement
and completely tie the property up.
There are about 6 0 men in the Franks-
town property and the total number ot
jr.' a added to the army of strikers by

111 • \u25a0 movement will ho af.out 1,300. When
the strikers filed oat of th Pennsylvania
works they made no explanation to tho
officials; but to the newspaper men who
met them outside they Bald that they ha<i
quit rather than v/ork non-union m;nl«
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struck by lightning during a severe elec-
trical storm. [i less than fifteen minutes
three adjoining tanks had caught fire.
Each tank contain^ SO.OOO barrels of re-
linecl oil. Immediately after the fire was
discovered the companies' employes tried
to draw off the oil from the bottoms of
the tanks with escape pipes, a precaution
which is always taken when a fire starts,
but owing to the extreme heat tho pipes
burned, and as a result the oil had to
be left In the big tanks to burn. A gen-
eral alarm was transmitted, and engines
wore call 'd from every section of the
city. In spite of the vigorous effort of
the flreny-n, the flames spread to another
tank containing 20,000 barrels of partially
refined oil, and the fifth tank was soon
in ruins !:ke the-four others. Shortly aft-
er this two benzine tank* of 5,000 gallon 3
each blew up with a tremendous reijurt.
•Near these two tanks were two smaller
oil tanks, which were being pumped out
os rapidly as possible. Each contained
about C.COO srnl'or.s of oil. These were also
reached by the Clumcs. About 12:30 o'clock:
this morning, when It was thought the
firemen Jhad the lire under control, an-
other large tank of benzin? exploded
Many firemen were In the vicinity of tho
tfink at the time, and but few escaped
uninjured. Th bodies of three firemen
wore recovered, but it Is feared others
v.ere killed, The Intense hent ami th<s
drmgrer of further ,explosions render a
March for bodies almost Impossible-
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