The Plot Jhat Failed.

Willilam Pitt Murray, who may be
the Nestor of St. Paul and Min-
nesota democracy, is- a native of the
I keve state, Ohio, and he was educat- |
Hamilton and Oxford, Ohlo, anad !
attended the law school of
12 state university, from which
graduated in the class of 1849. He
came to St. Paul in December of the
same vear, and is now one of the oldest
aftorncys in the state. He has also filled
number of official positions: He was a
mber of the territorial house In 1852
53, territorial council in 1854 and
1 * year president), member
se In 1857, of the constitution-
: f the same year, member
of the house in 1868, and the senate again
875 d 1876—eleven session in all.
vas a member of the common counell
[ St. Paul continuously from
¢ v yvear while in South Amer-
intil 1876, when he resigned to ac-
fMice of city attorney, which of
«d that of corporation attorney,
held for thirteen years, and after-
s member of the assembly, and
i of that body.
18 one of the managers of the

representatives, offered a resolution at
the session of 1857, “That one-third of all
lands in the territory be reserved for
agricultural purposes, two-thirds being

; deemed sufficient for townsite and road

purposes.” :

In the fall of 1855, or spring of 1856, a
number of active and energetic men, who
were on the make, at the head of whom
was the territorlal governor, not satis-
fied with an ordinary townsife, with a
frontier tavern, a little church and four
or five saloons, concluded they would se-
lect one, at which they would locate the
territorial capital and several other state
institutions. With this In view, they sent
out some of their camp followers, at the
head of whom was W. B. Dodd, to- lo-
cate a site for the future metropolis of
Minnesota. After running up and down
the Minnesota from Carver to Mankato
and on the south tof Faribault, and the
north to St. Cloud, they finally selected
as the home of the future capitol the
town of St. Peter, where some three or
four hundred acres of land were purchas.
ed. Having organized their company,
“The St. Peter Land Company,' platted

WILLIAM PITT MURRAY.

state training school for over fifteen
years, and until legislated out of office,
It may be said truthfully that Mr. Mur-
ras the father of this institution, and
is the peer of any similar insti-

1 in the country. No man in the
city of St. Paul has been-.so honored with
ns of this kind as Mr. Murray, and
» man has been more faithful at-
ntive and hard working as a legislator,
alderr 1, city and corporation attorney,
than he.” Fhere has hardly ever been a
movement;~undertaking or project, in tae
history of St. Paul, which was intended
omote the interests of the city, In
1 Mr. Murray has not taken an
> part for its accomplishment and

~

referring to Mr. Murray, Maj. New-
scn sald.In his “Pen Pictures:” *“If Mur-
ray and Ramsey were pitted against each |
r, it would be hard to say who would
get the most meat from the political
bone I would not like to bet on either,
as Murray is an Ohio man, I would
fer odds on nim.”
Murray is one of the oldest Masons
state, having been worshipful
naster of St. Paul lodge, the oldest lodge
the state, over forty-eight years ago.
Yet he gets offended {f you suggest that |
he is getting old. |
Mr, Murray has a tund of stories and
incidents which occurred during his ear-
ly days of political life which, as he nar- |
rates them, are intevesting as illustrat- |
ing of the earlier days of the territory
and state. His story of the attempt to
remove the capitol from St. Paul to St.
Peter In 187 is a readable one. Mr. Mur-
ray says that in territorial days about
hird of the young fellows who came
West wanted to own and plat a town-
site, The cragze was so great that Sam-
uel B. Abbe, a member of the house Ofl

S

There will be another car. But the man
can’t wait, He chases the car and swings
on, panting and hot, but satisfied. He
keeps this gait upall day. He works that
way, he lunches that way. He contin-
ues this until his stomach “breaks dows”
and nature compels him to *go slow.”

Business men who have impaired their
digestion by hasty eating will find in
Dr. Pierce’s Golden Medical Discovery
a cure for-dyspepsia and other diseases
of the stomach and organs of digestion
and nutrition. It does not give mere
temporary relief, but it effects a radical
cure. Itstrengthens the stomach, nour-
ishes the nerves and purifies the bloed.

“For six long years I suffered with my liver,
kidueys, and with indigestion, which baffle
the best doctors in our country,” writes E. L.
Ransell, Esq., of Woolsey, Prince William Co.,

a. ] suffered with my stomach and back for
a long time, and after taking a ‘cart-load’ of
medlgnc from three doctors, I grew so bad I
could hardly do a day's work. Would have
death-like pains in the side, and blind spells,
end thought life was hardly worth hvmf’ X
began taking Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Dis-
covery and ‘Pleasant Pellets,’ as advised. Be-
fore I had taken half of the second bottle T
began to feel relieved. I got six bottles and
used them, and am happy to say I owe my life
to Dr. Pierce and his medicines.”

Dr. Pierce’s Pellets cure biliousness.

the townsite and gotten up a beautiful
lithograph map showing the future cap-
itol, court house, churches, school houses
and other public buildings, they were
ready for business, shortly after and prior
to the meeeting of the territorial legis-
lature of 1857. All the members of the
legislature had been seen; who. could be
relied upon the division and sllence; in
fact, it was a majority of both houses.
The records afterwards disclosed  the
price—some members got“two lots in the
new town, some four, others half a block
—Iin one instance a whole block and five
acres adjoining the town plat. It is dif-
ferent now—nothing but spot cash goes;
certified checks and money under a stone
are not considered legal tender.

On the T7th of ¥February, William D.
Lowry, a member of the council from
St. Cloud, as previously arranged, opened
the ball by the introduction of “a bill for
the removal of the seat of government
of the territory of Minnesota,”' at the
same time making a few remarks, say-
ing among_other things that in his opin-
ion the time had come to take action in
regard to the locati'n of a permanent

| seat of government for the territory and

future State of Minnesota, and that the
place named in the bill for the future seat
of government, St. Peter, he thought
would give general satisfaction. The lo-
cation wis more central than St. Paul,
and would be easy of access, as it was at
the head of Navigation of Minnesota riv-
er. This was before the day of railroads.
Henry N. Setzer, a member of the coun-
cil from the St. Croix valley, believing
the matter to be a farce, at once jumped
to his feet and gave notice of the intro-
dvction of a bill to repeal so much of the
crganic act as would enable the legisla-
ture to locate the seat of government at
St. Peter. :

The Town Lot brigade was invincible.
After many motions to tuble, commit and
amend, all of which failed, the bill passed
by a vote of 8 to 7. W. W. Wales,
of St. Anthony, and Joe E. Bassett, of
Hennepin county, no doubt in a spirit of
neighborly kindness, working to the best
of their ability o secure the passage of
the bill and voting for it, as it would be
s0 much more convenient for their con-
stituents at the Falls to go to St. Peter
than ‘to 8t. Paul to do business which
they might have at the capitol, or, per-
haps, because the morals of the members
of the legisiature and state offices were
safer, and there would be less temptation
for them to do wrong in a country viilage
than in a city. .

I may say here that the Hon. John D.
Ludden, then a member of the council
from the St. Croix, now a resident of this
city, was one of the stalwarts who op-
posed the passage of the bill.

The bill was reported to the house on
the 12th of February, and then commen-
ced another struggle, but friends jn the
house were too well trained. While un-
der consideration in the house a motion
was made to submit the question of the
relocation of the capitol to the voters of
the territory, which was voted down with
a whoop. Another motion, to eleect com-
missioners by the people, who would have
power 1o relocate, met with the same fate.

After these motions and some others
had been voted down, thinking it possible
that if the bill had to pass it might be
amended so as to locate the capitol on
Nicollet island, at the Falls of St. An-
thony, with the approval of my associate
in the house, I made a motion to that
effect, but it met with no better success
than the other motions to amend. What
was remarkable about the matter was
that Henry Hetchman and Jonathan
Chase, of St. Anthony, and T. P. Plummer
and T. P. Trol, of the Hennepin county
district, voted against the amendment,
perhaps on the theory that St. Peter
was going to be a larger town than Min-
neapolig, and it may be possible that if
Minneapolls and St. Anthony delegations
had done what they ought to, if they
had been loyal to their constituents, the
capitol of Minnesota today might be at
Minneapolis instead of St. Paul, yet then
as now, there were some people living
around the Falls of 8t. Anthony who
wore a six and three-quarter hat. After
‘the passage of the bill it was returned to
the council. After having been enrolled,
it was given to the Hon. Joséph Roulette,
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~GARMENTS.

They stand in a class by themselves, embodying all' the snappy s'yle and
individuality of the highest-priced merchant-tailored clothiny and at the
same time selling at a price within the reach of men ot moderate means.
These matchless garments arc designed by the foremost ereators of mase1-
line styles, and tailored by expert men tailors, from the choicest products
of the foreign and American woolen mills.
creations of the custom tailor only in price.

Clothing.

Ordinary ready-to-wear clothing lacks the smart style that marks the made-to-orier gar-
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Extra Pants if desired,

Theé Bowlby 'Sﬁé‘eial School Suit with” rein::
forced seat and double knees
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chairman of the enrollment committee
of the council. Roulette, like myself, was
fond of a good joke—and by the way, he
was a great wag. After Roulette had
receiyed the blll he eame over to the
house, called me out into the lobby, and
said, *“Murray, let us go down to the
Fuller house.” ‘**What aré you up to?”
was my reply. ‘‘Come along,” was the
answer. I may have thought he wanted
me to go and get a drink. After we had
left thf capilol and got out of the hearing
of anyone, he said: *“Murray, I have the
capitol bill in my pocket, and as those
St. Peter fellows have been — (using
language that would not look well in
print), suppose we play a joke upon them
by keeping out of sight for a day or
two.”

It was a joke I was thoroughly in-ac-
cord with. By the time we reached the
Fuller house we had our plans matured,
Truman M. Smith had a bank at the cor-
ner of Seventh and Jackson street, in
the Fuller house building. We stepped
into the bank, Roulette saying to Mr.
Smith, “‘that he had just recelved some
papers from Prairie du Chien in regarad
to the settlement of an estate, and as
he would not have time to give them any
attention until after the legislature ad-
journed, he wanted to know if Mr. Smith
would kindly put them In his safe until
he was ready to use them, as they were
very valuable.” Mr. Smith assented, and
the capitol bill went under lock and key.
We then went up into the Fuller house,
and calling Bro. Long aside (by the way,
Long was something of a Joker himself),
that we had a confidential communication
to make, and that Roulette wanted to go
into retirement for a day or two. Long
at once entered into the spirit of the
thing, and Roulette was glven a room on
the top floor, and as much away from the
public as possible,

The next day was one of gloom at. the
territorial capitol, with the town lot bri-
gade. Where, oh where was Roulette—as
the hours went by, friends of the meas-
ure began to realize that there was ‘‘a
darky in the woodpile.” During the day
St. A. D. Balcome offered a resolution,
the effect of which was that Roulette

should report the bill forthwith and in
case of refusal, then ‘W. W. Wales, the
next member on the committee, should
do so. H. N. Setzer at once moved a
call of the councll, which was ordered,
a motion to suspend the call of the coun-
cil failed to pass—the yeas 9, nays 5.
In those daysit required a two-thirdsvote
to suspend a call of the counecil. For
over five days after this the council re-
mained under call—during all tHis time
the officers and members of the council
camped in the*councll. chamber sleeping
on the floor, a buffalo robe for a bed;
eating off their desks; their food as good
as the country afforded, with some real
old stuff to wash it down. During the
time the council was under a call, Bal-
come and his confederates, chafing like

caged tigers, swearing now and then to-

keep their spirit up, making a motlon
every now and then to suspend the call
or adjourn. i

‘While this was going on it the coun-
¢il, Roulette was enteftaining some con-
fidential friends, who fere infthe secret;
under the skylights ﬁsthe Faller house,
with a game of poker, stories of fron-
tier life and soma old Kentucky whis-
ky. Out in the city everybody was won-

dering and guessing where Roulette was, .

in the hotels and salogns bets were being
made that Roulette would not be found.
John M, Lamb, sergeant-at-arms of the
council, with-a half dozen assistants,
were scouring the territory for Rou-
lette, looking only in pplacesiwhere they
know they would not find himx  Tn fact,
at'night these faithful officerssmight have
been found in Rouiette’s room, enjoying
his hospitality. All kinds of stories had
been put in circulation: Roulette had be-
come ubiquitous, he had béen seen at
Sauk Raplds, W

I am now of the opinfon that Lamb did
not want to find Roulette and that if he
had met him on the street’ he would
not have known him.

In the meantime, the call still pending.,
a copy of the bill 'was procured and en-
rolled, but Mr. Brisbin, president of the
council, and Mr. Furber, of the house,
refused to sign it in the shape it was
presented to them, indorsing on it thelr
reasons therefore. 'The bill, however,
was sent to the governor and signed by
him on the 5th day of March,

On the 7th of March, being the last

abashaw, Little Canada °
-and other places all about the same time.

day of the session, on motion of J. .
Ludden, all further proceedin~s under
thie call were dispensed with to give the
enrollment committee an opportunity {o
report Council File No. 52—to remcv . the
capitol.’ Mr. Freeborn then reported 'Mr.

Roulette joining in the written r pot) !

that the enrollment committec, owing tu
many errors and mistakes found in the
enrolled bill, was unable to

senarg

it correctly enrolled, but retained the '

bill in its possession, subject to t>- -
der of the council. A few minutes a“tor,
and at midnight, the president annoinced
that time limited by law for the cont'n:-
aticn of the territorial legislation had ex-
pired, and he therefore declared
council adjourned without day. As the
gavel fell, in walked Roulette to the
council chamber and commenced joking
his fellow members for being in such a
hurry as they ought to have known h=
was coming, ‘‘dog trains moved slow.”

St. Paul was jubflant—the capitol had
been saved—the people were wild, they
paraded up and down the streets with
musie, song and whooping and howling,
the bars and saloons were all open,
Hqu'd refreshments were served, without
money or price, and daylight found a
goodly number on the war path, looking
for the fellows who wanted to remove
capitol, “discretion was the better part
of wvalor,” th were not to be found,
they had crawled into their holes, small
holes at that.

It was to Joseph Roulette, who falled
to report the bill, Willlam Freeborn,
Lewls Stone, Henry N. Setzer, Jchn D.
Ludden and John B. Brisbin, who refused
to vote to suspend the call of theeouncil,
and John M. Lamb, sergeant-at-arms of
the council. for being unabie to find
Rculette, all honor and credit is due
for having prevented the removal of the
capitol from St. Paul. As the last act
in one of the greatest farces ever at-
tempted to be played off on the peox{h

y

-of the territory, was an application

the St. Peter company to Judge R. R.
Nelson; of the supreme court, for a writ
of mandamus to compel the territorial
officers to remove their offices to B8t.
Peter, as provided for in the bogus act
approved March 6. Prior to this time
the St. Peter company had erected a
frame buﬂdlnf at St. Peter for the use of
the territorial officers, which was after-
wards as a court house.

Judge Nelson took the application un-
der advisement, and on July 12 flled an
opinion. After reviewing at considerable
length the evidence concerning the pas-

the -

sage of the act. he decides: ™We are of
the opinion that there has been n» law
passed by the legislative power of tue
territory removing the capitol frem St
Paut to St. Pete:; the appliration for a
mandamus is therefore ‘refused.”

MIGHT HAVE BEEN SFETRIOUS.

Woman's Skirt Caught in Car ¥Fen-
der, but Little Iinmage PRone,

Miss Emma Scharr narrowly.escaped
being serviously injured by being caught
in the wgoden fcnder of a trailer of a
Mississippi strcet car at Iifth and Wa-
basha strccts Friday evening. Miss
Scharr livea at 611 Goff avenue, and was
preparinz to board the car when the
accident hanpened. Her skirts were

{ caught, and she was dragged along be-

side the wheels for a short distance un-
til the motorman stopped the car. She
was carricd into the office of Dr. Ste-
vens., wiere it was ascertained that her
gemi-conscious condition was due only
to fright, and her left wrist and elbow
were snrained. Spe was removed to her
home.

N S e ST B el ol e
EOYS IN TROURBLE.
Found Guilty of Insulting a Girl on

the Street.

Joseph Steiner,*-a ' seventeen-year-old
boy, residing with his father at. (82
Palace street, and Joseph Winkler, aged
eighteen, and living with his parents at
420 Clifton street, were before Judge Orr
in the police court vesterday on the
charge of disorderly conduct preferred
by J. W. Cable, living at 1016 IL.nwood

ace. Mr, Cable alleged that the boys
Rad insulted his thirteen-year-old daugh-
ter, Louise. :

The two lads wers found guiity, and
Judge Orr will sentence them tomorrow
morning. .

She Aimed Straight.

H. Wolf, living on Granite street, was
a visitor at the city prosecutor's office
yesterday. afternoon, with a view of

tting a warrant for the arrest of Mus.
ﬁll. a neighbor. Wolf alleged that Mrs.
Gill broke his jaw with a flatiron Fri-
day evening, and elso struck his wife,
The trouble is said to have originated
in Wolf going into the Gill yard to get
water from a pump,

(GONFERENGE ENDSTODAY

NORWEGIAN-DANISH CHURCH ToO
MEET NEXT YEAR IN CHICAGO.

! sishop IFowler will preach the closing

sermon of the annual conference of the
No gian-Danish Methodist church this

morning.  In the afternoon B. B. Nord-
sett and P. M. Peterson, as deacons, and
B. T. Carlson and M. C. Hanson, as
elders, will be ordained. The concluding
event will be the announcement of the
conference appointments this evening.

At the meeting yesterday morning C.
F. Edtzholts was re-elected editor of the
official church paper; 1l. P. Borgh was
elected agent of the bLock concern, and
Rev.  W. E. Simonton was elected prin-
cipal of the theological school at Ev-
anston, Iil. The regular reports of com-
mittees and officers were read.

The ncxt mectmg of the conference is
to be held one vear hence at Chicago.
The closing mceting marks the fiftieth
anniversary of tho conference, and this
will be commemorated by a jubilee this
evening.

A I YA L o gl
Goes to Suprenwe Coaurt.

The case of the State of Minnesota
and County of Hennepin agdinst the
Northwestern Telephone Exchange Com-
pany has been certiled by the defendant
to the supreme court for review. The
casc arises from the taxation of the de
i fendart company’s exchange bullding, at
Minnoapolis, to which the telephone
+ company objected on the ground that it
pald a grosz earnings tax in leu of al
othsr taxation. The Hennepin county
Gistrict court held the tax upon_ the
! puilding to be valid, and the company
hias now resorted to the supreme court.
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