
1O

NEWS AND VIEWS OF THE BOOK WORLD
On the Choosing of Holiday

Books—Effect of the Busy

Book Season — Two Fa-

mous Bachelors—A Nota-

ble Book About Audubon.

My Herbert Brewster.
The Christmas time heralds the quest

of the wise men, but, unfortunately, the

wise men who are seeking the best in.

books have no single guiding star to
direct them. Amid the hubbub and
clamor of those who cry their wares in
public places, there are a few who
ehout with honesty of purpose, but
their voices are lost in the confusion of
the multitude anxious to dispose of
their printed merchandise.

"Alas, that the noble invention of
Guttenberg should be so debased," is a
German lament with which many of us
will syfnpathize, but' it is an old and
somewhat futile cry in the wilderness.
Not one one of us would have our par-
ticular world of books taken away
from us, and, doubtless, the world of
each of us is somewhat different from
that of any other person. The spirit of
Christmas is not one of complaint and,
bo long as the freedom of choice in
book companions is left to us, we shall
not object to our neighbor's exercising

the same right. Out of some ten
thousand different books published this
year, no one should despair of finding

what £is heart most desires in printing
treasures. As the Christmas book shelf
points out in its present issue, the
wealth of books is now set forth for
holiday choosing. "None but can find
here some amulet to bear his Christmas
message of peace and good will. For
little children, here are the keys to un-
lock the gates of storyland, where the

world is just-so, and school never
keeps. For youth, here are golden
scrolls, - telling of the heart's delight,

be it love, or war, or far journeys or
quiet lives. For age, here are clear
phials of peace, or caskets of life's
wisdom."

Is a Difficult Season.
As ar matter of fact, to more than

one class of people the present season
is a most difficult one. The publishers
are well nigh exhausted from their la-
bors, the book sellers are working night
and day to supply the demands of their
customers and probably the purchasers

themselves will be glad when the end
of the year ccmesi and they may, as
they always do, stop buying books and
begin to enjoy reading them. For it is
is the dead of winter that books are
most appreciated. The fireside and the
old favorites, the cozy chair and a
good book, these are the elements of
magic to drive away everything but
solid enjoyment. Prof. Flinders Petrie,
a well known scientist, once remarked
in a lecture that "the happiest peoples
are those that cannot read, but who
will believe that? Mankind, a good
share of mankind at .least, has. always.
wanted to read and Prof. Petrie has
gone far 4» prove that in his archellog-

ical explorations, by turning up man-
uscrips and records made centuries be-
fore the first Christmas. We must have
books, that is one certain fact in life.

Books About Authors.
There have recently been published

several volumes especially designed to
satisfy the curiosity regarding writers.
"Authors of the Day in Their Domes"
is a collection of essays published dur-
ing the past ten years, which makes
some of the sketches somewhat out of
date, though, of course, the publisher
is the »nly one to blame for that. More
satisfying is "Stories of Authors'
Xioves," by Miss Clara Laughlin, got-
ten out in two well illustrated and
printed volumes. Only the classic au-
thors have been dealt with, but a great
deal of very interesting biographical
matter has been thus collected to-
gether.

"Interest in the heart affairs of men
and women who wrote," says Miss
Laughlin, is an easily understandable
curiosity. In large "part they created
the traditions of romance, these -men
and women; their written ideals of
love have set the standard for the ma-
jority, have sent young blood and oft-
times blood not so young, coursing
through veins in a swifter current,
have filled young hearts, and ofttimes
hearts not so young, with beating de-
sire to love, to be loved, to bear and
forbear, give and forgive in love's
name. It is only natural that these
young hearts and hearts that once
were young should wish tc know in
what manner these men and women
realized their own ideals. * * * It
is because their ideals and standards
have become, in large part, our ideals
and standards, that we have so great
curiosity to know what befell these
men and women who wrote. In this
spirit, and in this spirit only, are we
pardonable for inquiring into their sa-
credest relations.

The two famous bachelors of the col-
lection are Thoreau and Irving. Of
their love affairs little is to be told, but
there is much of pathos in them. Tho-
reau gave his brief explanation in a. letter to a friend—his sweetheart ask-
ed him a question.

"I parted from my beloved because
there was one thing I had tc tell her.
She questioned me. She should have
known all by sympathy. That I had to
tell it her was the difference between
us—the misunderstanding."

Irving was a bachelor from an en-
tirely different cause. He became en-
gaged to Matilda Hoffman just about
the time he began working on his
Knickerbocker history of New York.
The chronicle tells us that the young
lady died shortly afterwards. One
might doubt the seriousness of Irv-
lng*s love affair on learning that shewas only in her eighteenth year when
she died, but for the effect which her
death had on Irving all the rest of his
life. It was months before he was
able to take up his work again, he nev-
er mentioned her name afterward as
long as he lived. It is said that nearly
thirty years after her death he was at
her father's house when a niece of Ma-
tilda's having been requested to play
for Mr. Irving, in taking a sheet of
music from a drawer, accidentally draw
forth with it a piece of embroidery.
"Washington," said Mr. Hoffman, pick-
ing up the faded relic, "this is a piece
of poor Matilda's workmanship." "The
effect," says Irving's biographer, "was
electric. He had been conversing in thesprightliest mood before, and he sunk
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at once into utter silence, and in a few
moments got up and left the house."

Authors Ask for Books.
Not long ago one of the literary sup-

plements hit .upon a plan of loading
fifty or more of the most popular au-
thors, on the good ship "Literature,"
which sailed along the coast of Fiction
and was wrecked on the island of Re-
production. The novel trust had paid
the expenses of the voyage, but no
books were taken along, save vest
pocket editions of the Bible and of
Shakespeare. As soon as the wrecked
party had established their camp, they
set up wireless telegraph communica-
tion with New York, and by Mar-
conigeaii reply each one learned that
any two books he might choose would
be sent him. John Tabb sent for the
driest book, so that he might make a
raft; Hamlin Garland wanted a dic-tionary; Kirk Munro asked for Rob-
inson Crusie and Stevenson's Treasure
Island, .because of their local color;
Henry Van Dyke desired only a cook
book and a Boy's Handy Book. Per-haps the happiest request" was that of
Ernest Seton, who asked for "A Wom-an Tenderfoot," because she was his
wife.

Burroughs Biography of Audubon.
A Beacon biography of importance is

that of John James Audubon, by JohnBurroughs, recently published. Audu-
bon was not only a great wanderer, a
great ornithologist, but he was also,
in a sense, one of our first de luxe pub-
lishers. He was nine years bringing
out his masterpiece, "Birds of North
America." No publishing house would
undertake the task, so, undaunted, Au-dubon took up the matter himself.
More than $100,000 were expended in
the enterprise, and when he began theauthor had scarcely a dollar of hisown. With infinite patience, Audubon
worked at his drawings and writingHe sought the subscribers, and it was
not easy, seventy years ago to findenough men to pledge $1,000 each for a
set of pictures of birds. As John Bur-
roughs says, few enterprises involv-
ing such labor and expense have ever
been carried through against such
odds.

One of the amusing incidents of the
task, writes Mr. Burroughs, is Audu-bon's and his son's interview with the
Baron Rothchild, to whom he had a
lcter of introduction from a distin-guished American banking house. The
baron was not present when they en-
tered his private office, but "soon acorpulent man appeared, hitching up
his trousers, and a face red with the
exertion of walking, and without no-
ticing anyone present, dropped his fatbody into a comfortable chair, as ifcaring for no one else in this wide
world but himself. While the baronsat, we stood with our hats held re-
spectfully in our hands.. I stepped
forward, and with a bow tendered my
credentials. 'Pray sir,' said the man
of golden consequences, 'is this a let-
ter of business, or is it a mere letter
of introduction?' This I could not wellanswer, for I had not read the con-
tents of It, and I was forced to answer
awkwardly, that I could not tell. The
banker then opened the letter, read it
with the manner of one who was look-
ing only at the temporal side of things,
and after reading it said, 'This is only
a letter of introduction, and I expect
from its contents that you are the
-publisher of some book or other and
need my subscribtion.'

"Had a man the size of a mountain
-spoken -to -me- -in- that arregatit style
in America, I should have indignantly
resented it; but where I then was it
seemed best to swallow and digest it
as well as I could. So in reply to the
offensive arrogance of the banker I
said I should be honored by his sxib-
scription to the 'Birds of America.'
'Sir,' he said, I never sign my name
to any subscription list, but you may
send me your work and Iwill pay for
a copy of it. Gentlemen, I am busy.
I wish you good morning.' We were
busy men, too, and so bowing respect-
fully we retired -pretty well satisfied
with the small slice of his opulence
which our labor was likelyto obtain.

"A few days afterwards I sent the
first volume of my work half bound,
and all the numbers besides then pub-
lished. On seeing them we were told
that he ordered the bearer to take
them to his house, which was done di-
rectly. Number after number was sent
and delivered to the baron, and after
eight or ten months my son made out
his account and sent it by Mr. Havell,
my engraver, to his banking house.
The baron looked at it with amaze-
ment and cried out, 'What, a hundred
pounds for birds! Why,, sir, I will
give you five pounds and not a farth-
ing more!' Representations were
made to him of the magnificence and
expense of the work, and how pleased
his baroness and wealthy children
would be to have a copy; but the great
financier was unrelenting. The copy
of the work was actually sent back to
Mr. Havell's shop, and as I found that
instituting legal proceedings against
him would cost more than it would
come to, I kept the work, and after-
wards sold it to a man with less
money, but a nobler heart. What a
distance there is between two such
men as the Baron Rothchild, of Lon-
don, and the merchant of Savannah!"

THE MAGAZINES.

Ernest Thompson Seton's plea for de-
tailed records of observations made afield,
F. A. Lucas' account of birds' weapons,
and Frank M. Chapman's instructions to
students as to the best ways to study
birds, are the leading articles in Bird-
Lore (the Macmillan company) for De-
cember. The illustrations include one of
Ernest Thompson Seton in his Manitoba
camp, the first group in a series of the
prominent ornithologists forming Bird-
Lore's advisory council, and a remark-
able view of a cojony containing 2,000
Flamingoes' nests.

Among the noticeable features of the
Delineator for January is its fine cover—
the first of a series that will continue
throughout the year. The scope cf the
magazine has been generally widened, and
new and valuable material has been in-
troduced into all the departments.

The Literary Digest for December 20
contains, among: other timely articles,
symposiums upon the following1 subjects:
More Trouble in the Philippines; Presi-
dent Castro and His Creditors; Mr.
Reed's Farewell Words on the Trusts and
the Tariff; Fuel Shortage in New York
and New England: What Makes a Terri-
tory Fit for Statehood; The Army "Can-
teen" Once More; The Monroe Doctrine
and Venezuela.

E. W. Horriung. author of "The Am-
ateur Cracksman," and other well known
stories, contributes the complete novel
to Ainslee's for January. It is entitled,
"No Hero," and is notable for distinction
of style, charm in the narrative and ac-
curacy of insight into human ' motives.
The late lamented Frank Norris is in evi-
dence hy a short story, "Two Hearts That
Beat As One," full of the vigor and force
that characterized his best work. In all-
Ainslee's contains about thirty-four con-
tributions, including some well- selected
poems by such writers as Arthur String-
er, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Albert Bige-
low Paine, Harold MacGrath. Richard
Burton, Arthur Ketchum and many
others.

A POPULAR CALENDAR.

The "Omaha". Road's Useful Calendar
Now Ready for Distribution.

The popular calendar issued every year
by the "Omaha" Read is now ready for
distribution. This is without doubt the
most useful calendar issued, and will be
found In more business houses and homes
than any other. It is ten by fourteen
inches in size, has a nice silk cord
for hanging, and runs a week to a page.
The figures are two inches In height
and can be easily seen the length of a
large room. Copies of this very useful
calendar may be had free on application
at City Ticket offices to J. A. O'Brien, 60C
Nicollet Aye., Minneapolis: E. A—Whita-
ker, 382 Robert St.. St. Paul, or a copy
will he sent by mail to any address in
the United States or Canada for 10 cents
in stamps, to cover postage, wrapping,'
etc.j on application to T. W. Teasdale,
General Passenger Agent. The North- j
Western Lhie, St. Paul, -Minn.

Poked Fun at the Ready-

Made Advance Notices Sent
Out by Publishers of Some

of the Books of the Year-
Book Reviews*

The Bookman has recently been
making fun of advance notices sent
out by enterprising publishers with
their wares. It was Harper's "young

man" to whom the editor- of the
Bookman gave the blue ribbon for
fulsomeness and ridiculous exaggera-
tion, but surely he could not have been
acquainted with the imaginative lit-
erature which accompanies the
volumes issued by F. Tennyson Neely.

One book which he has recently been
exploiting is said to have been written
on a typewriter behind prison bars.
The little notice which accompanied
the story is a gem in its way. Among

other delightful things its exploiter
says: "We shall be surprised if its
extraordinary character and fascinat-
ing style do not make it the literary

sensation of the year; it is as thrilling

as 'The Three Musketeers,' Howard
Gordon, the hero is a complex and lov-
able character. His offenses seem to

be the product of caprice more than
contemplation. A wonderful charming
story- We lay down the book with a
sigh as the curtain falls on the happy

reunion of Howard, Emily and Grace.
In the book, at any rate, Howard Gor-
don is at peace."

This psychological study" is the
most prosperous trash about an ab-
normal boy who takes naturally to
low things and gets in all kinds of
scrapes and falls in love with every
girl he meets and finally marries two
of them unblusfiingly, the whole in-
terlarded with balderdash and mock
sentiment. Beside the low tone of the
affair there are several chapters that
are positively indecent and should it

have been published in the "Red Mike"
series it could not have been more
thoroughly evil. It is surprising to
find the book coming from the suppos-
edly decent publishing house of Neely,

as it is the most flaggrant case of ab-
surd puffing in advance that has yet

appeared. The best thing to do with

this precious volume is to put it in
the fire.

Review of the Year.
The Christmas number of one of the

New York papers has just been issued
and contains reviews of the year in
music, in society, on the stage and in
literature. The writer says that the
year in literature means practically the
year in fiction, as the output of novels
exceeds so greatly anything else in
the way of printed matter; it is esti-
mated that of 5,000 books published in
this country* in a year, one-fourth are
novels. Of course the large part of the
other three-fourths are text books,

school books and other things that
cannot properly come under the head
of literature. The writer above men-
tioned, in his backward look over the
dying year, does not see anything of
moment or much that is likely to live.
In potery, once of prime importance,

there has been nothing worthy of ser-
ious comment save Stephen Phirlij2.s'
"Ulysses," which is more remarkable
for its dramatic than literary value.
Kipling has written nothing of im-
portance and yet he is the poet to
whom the world looks now for orig-
inality and fire. In this country we
have Bliss Carman, William Vaughn
Moody and Madison Gawein, all of
whom are doing good work. The writ-
er says that as yet we have no coun-
terpart over here to the movement in
Europe represented by D'Annunizo in
Italy and Maeterlinck in Belgium and
France.

He does not add—as he might—that
it should be a matter of gratitude that
we have nothing in literature here
Which corresponds to these decadent
writers, and it is a healthful sign that
we have not. This is part of what the
writer has to say about fiction: "With
the best literary effort—perhaps, also,
the worst, but certainly, on the whole,
the best— -ot the day going into fic-
tion, one wonders, looking back over
the year just past, why it has so little
saliency. Ithas been a year of no sur-
prises, of few notable achievements.
Probably it has been a fallow time, a
period of rest and transition from the
feverish industry of a few years past,

* • * but if the literary landscape

shows no lofty peaks, the average
level is perhaps higher than before. If
we have acquired no work of perma-
nent value, wahave at least been
spared the spectacle of a single "pop-

ular" novel running into editions of
hundreds of thousands. * * * " The
lists of the best selling novels now
show a little better and higher taste
than formerly. The writer speaks of
a few cf the successes of the past
year, but finds nothing very notable.
He does say, however, that, happily,
the "by gosh novel" seems to be a
thing of the past, and that we have
had all cf Elizabeth and. her garden
that we are likelyto have or want, and
that one thing to be very thankful for
is that the love letters of an English-
woman were not followed by lave let-
ters ad nauseum. The reviewer says
that the two men who bring down to
us the splendid traditions of English
fiction, Thomas Hardy and George
Meredith, alone have been silent. They
are both becoming old men, and it is
difficult to decide who, among the
horde cf English writers, are worthy
to be their successors. The writer
seems to think of all the novels of the
last twelve mcnths in America that
"The Virginian," as distinctive and
blazoning out a new path, and Ger-
trude Atherton's "The Conqueror," are
notable achievements cf the past year.
It is not to one writer, but to a group
that the reviewer attributes a new
movement in fiction, following the lead
of their master; Kipling. He says:
"A few years back there was scoffing
and ridicule for the novelist who dared
to assert that there w

4
as romance,

rightly considered, in the affairs of,
practical life—in business and the in-
dustrial world, in politics and the
world of government. To use these in-
terests, not as mere pegs on which to
hang a casual lcve story, but as~ bases
for genuine intimate study and treat-
ment in fiction, is the object of a
group of young writers who have al-
most attained the dignity of a "school."
The late Frank Norris, whose untimely
death has broken off his vast project
of a trilogy dealing with the whole
world of industry,was perhaps the first
of these. But closely following him
have ccme such writers as Edwin
Lefevre, with his stories of Wall
street; Will Payne, treating of busi-
ness life in general; Henry K. Web-
ster and Samuel Merwin, describing
the methods of the great railroad mag-
nates; Stewart Edward White, and his
exploitation of the romance in the
great lumber deals of the Northwest;
Mark Lee Luther, with a novel por-
traying political life as it actually ex-
ists. These men are bringing into fic-
tion the great problems of our social
life today—problems the solution of
which will determine what the society
of tomorrow will be. I cannot doubt
that the opportunities laid open by
these young writers of the twentieth
century will prove increasingly at-
tractive, and that they are to bring
ere loner important additions to the
body of our permanent literature."

A Morbid Book.
Something decidedly new in the lit-

erary line is a bock soon to be pub-
lished, written by Dr. George M. Gould
entitled "Biographic Clinics," and re-
lating to physical aiiments of literary
folk. We have been regaled with the
likes, dislikes, foibles and fads of the
writing community, and about the only
thing left unsaid of them relates to in-
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formation concerning their health. If
we are not mistaken this Dr. Gould is
the editor of a well known medical
journal published in Philadelphia, and
was one of.the most prominent of the
visitors to St. Paul two years ago when
the American Medical association met
in this city. Dr. Gould, is a tall, fine-
looking man and a great authority
among medici. H is reported that he
has subjected! th« lives and letters of
Darwin, Huxley, Carlyle and other
leading lights t» the most severe
scrutiny and .medical examination. He
avers that each «f these_famous men
was the victim ofa disease which puz-
zled their pobysieians, and now the
writer declares that they were afflicted
with what he cafls "eye strain," and
what they needed was attention from
an expert ocalisfc. This curious book
will be of interest-to writers and med-
ics.

Another book treating of authors
from an entirely different point of
view, called ; "Stories of Authors'
Loves," has just been published by J.
B. Lippincott^and; was written by Miss
Clara E. Laughlin. The writer is the
editor of "The Interior," a Chicago
publication, whiefi position she has
held nearly a dozen years, and is also
a contributor to prominent magazines.
Miss Laughlin was l»orn in New York,
but has lived in Chicago for many
years and has held responsible posi-
tions with publishing houses. Her
present work is in two volumes and is
a very beautiful piece of bookmaking,
the whole illustrated by photogravures.
Among other things in her new book
Miss Laughlin asks the following perti-
nent question: "Who was the Rosie
who played so important a part in the
life of John Ruskin, and for whom he
wrote "Sesame and Lilies?" "Who was
the child-wife of Edgar Allen Poe?"
"What do you know of the terrible do-
mestic tragedy in -the life of Thack-
eray?" "What frightful catastrophe:
clouded,, the life of Longfellow, and
what interesting romance antedated
it?"

A Late Fad.
\u25a0 Book binding has become a.positive
fad in New York as an occupation for
women, and most of the prominent
book binderies sere entirely run by the
fair sex. It is easy to see why an ar-
tistic woman who needed an Income
and had no special accomplishments to
turn to account, have studied the art.
One of-the successful ones; Miss May
Rosina Pratt, recently held" an exhibi-
tion in- New York of her work, and
among the beautiful books she showed
were Browning's "The Last Ride,"
bound in white levant morocco, with a
symbollic figure of music, tinted in
colors on the front cover. Palm leaves
were tooled in gold, and the book was
wonderfully rich—and expensive. She
bound Whitman's "Leaves of Grass"
most suitably 1n green levant morocco,
with conventionalized clover leaves.
Another exquisite thing was three vol-
umes of "The Book of Gems," done in
pigskin, with gold clasps and maple,
rose and ivy ornaments. These are, of
course, gift books for rare occasions
and cannot be called serviceable, but
are wonderful specimens of what wom-
en have done in book binding. Miss
Pratt was much praised for her work
and artistic designs.

Another tPoem by Kipling.
Among interesting itemß of W. L.

Alden from England is the report that
Kipling has written a patriotic poem
which will soon be issued, and that
there is a chance of his writting a
sequel to "Kirn," that strange and won-
derful book. Miss Rhoda Broughton,
who has written much interesting- fic-
tion, has just published another novel
called "Lavinia," which is said to be
like her other work in that her women
are good types, but her men less well
drawn* Ifis seldom that a feminine
writer gives hs a flesh and- blood man.
This may arise from either of two
causes, one that ste. knows the mas-
culine mind too well, or not well
enough. Aldfn speaks well of this
latest production of Miss Broughton's
pen, whicb'he says has .all the old
fascination of her> earlier efforts, and
ends well with the right persons mar-
ried to each other and all problems
solved. The birth of a new O'Connor
paper is a recent evont of interest in
London, where "M. A. P." is already
popular, and followed closely on the
death of a literary weekly, The Pilot,
which had a short life full of sorrows. -

The Tenth Commanment.
Miss Glentworth, who has written

"The Tenth Commandment," is at-
tracting a good deal of attention in the
literary world just now because of the
popularity of her book. She tells one
or two good stories in connection with
it; one that a friend who supposed
the book was out went to a store and
inquqired for it before it was issued,
and the puzzled -clerk referred him to
the Bible counter. Recently Miss
Glentworth went into a department
store to purchase some copies of her
own,work and when she asked for It
the knowing young woman behind the
counter asked her if she' was particu-
lar about having the tenth command-
ment bound separately, for her part
she thought they came all together."
Miss Glentworth has the satisfaction
of knowing that Jier story is attracting
much attention In England and that
it was mentioned by the London Times
in its list- of important bocks for the
year and also as a "strong problem
novel."

Letters of Darwin.
"The Letters of Charles Darwin" Is

an important book which will appear
shortly after the holidays from the
press of D. Appleton & Co. It will be
in two volumes and will be edited by
the scientist's son, Francis Darwin. It
will contain a mass of correspondence
recently come tc light and said to be
singularly characteristic of Darwin's
gentle spirit, as well as scientific in
intent. The tribute to his wife, which
was left out of the other volume of
correspondence because she was still
living, is included in these letters.

Psychic Phenomena.
"Can Telegraphy Explain?" by Dr.

Minot J. Savage and just issued by
G. P. Putnam's Sons, is a new volume
relating to phychical research; He
frankly says that he believes —or is
inclined to believe —that continual,
personal existence is capable of proof,
and he includes in this the possibility
of at least occasional communication
after death. This volume will prove a
very interesting one to those concern-
ed in phychic phenomina.

—The Book Lover.
St. Paul, Dec. 22, 1902.

Words That Burn—By Mrs. Lida Briggs
Browne. F. Tennyson Neely, New York
and London, publishers.
"Words That Burn" is obviously a first

book. It deals with the life story of
Adelaide and Clifford Mercier, who have
married for love, in consequence of which
Adelaide has been disowned by her titled
English parents. The words that are
supposed to burn are the pet opinions and
ideas of the writer, Mrs. Brown, who is
without doubt a would-be reformer of the
problems connected with marriage. Her
ideas are highlymoral, if not strictly orig-
inal, and she advocates love as the only
basis for conjugal happiness, and scores
American girls for selling themselves to
titled foreigners. Among other things,
she would have women on juries before
which any case pertaining to women is
tried, believing that women alone under-
stand the troubles of their sex and are
able to judge impartially. Mrs. Browne
has dragged her story out unduly, but it
is well told and has a happy ending in
England, where the differences existing
so long between the disowned daughter
and her interesting family are adjusted.
The story is now in its second edition.

The Flesh and the Devil— Horace L.
V•» Cole. F. Tennyson 5 Neely, New York

\u25a0V and London, ~ publishers. ;-i-\u25a0 .:-,-; ..-.\u25a0 V--=A
This ' nauseating book is announced with

, great I nourish lof1 trumpets \u25a0as : a "psycho-
logical study. \u25a0\u25a0 It is \u25a0in \reality the « story

rof a - very•>bad Jboy,"who ]recounts; his • ca-
ireer with!no 5 apparent irealization \ of2 the
• shame» of-. it. At-'eighteen '-he 7is ? a jail-
\u25a0 bird s and \ a bigamist, "and vthe imanner in
I.which Ithe ;'latter offense :Is treated iby all
concerned.: :Including ta % supposed s~< heart-

ibroken father, shows a strange : moral per-
version. The book- is \ said to have ibeen
written behind the bars •;- and by avre-

• pentant criminal, \u25a0. but the: only, evidence tof
;repentance >.-' is ,>•" in 'ithe = advance "inotices.
Written gin janother spirit and '\u25a0 with the;

icoarseness eliminated, the story might
jpossibly point a • moral fforjwayward boys,;
but in its present < shape *it can only do
harm, and ~;- it •seems a pity'that so much

".:\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0• : : -\u25a0' ,~ :. i.. if. '\u25a0 V-.\-";_'7* '\u25a0\u25a0*'-• -\u25a0'\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0^;. \u25a0'-\u25a0:;\u25a0\u25a0 :'->:..'\u25a0"\u25a0

good white paper is put to such an evil
use. ahe glorification of a thief.and big-
amist has no claim to be called a study
in psychology.

Boston Days—By Lilian Whiting. Little,
Brown & Co., Boston. Publishers.There is much literature pertaining to

the famous persons who made the rirst
half of the nineteenth century memorable
in Boston and Concord, but no record v*more interesting or complete than this
volume of Miss Whitings, just published.
She gives an entertaining account of that-
little group of Transcendentalists o*
Brook Farm, about whom so much has
been said, but manages to tell us some-thing new—or at least she puts herthoughts in an original way—and we get
a better Idea of tneir aims and purposes
than anything yet written. The bopk
is notable for its tribute to Phillip Brooks
giving one aii insight into the deep spir-
ituality of his nature, and a comprehen-
sion of the love felt by him by all classes
and creeds in Boston. She describes
his funeral, the closing of the Boston
shops to do- him honor and the great
grief of all kinds and classes because of
his untimely taking off. To those who
have Boston affiliations or for th^ose who
have not, this book will be an interesting
one and particularly for those persons
who are interested in American literature
and its leading lights in the nineteenthcentury. The volume is illustrated by
photographs of notable places in Bos-
ton and Concord.

Thoroughbreds—By W. A. Fraser. Mc-
clure, Phillips & Co., New York, pub-
lishers.
To the lovers of horses and racing, this

book should by all rights, prove irre-
sistibly interesting and exciting. It con-cerns John Dixon and his daughter Allis,
who is as much of a horse lover as her
father and who, disguised as a jockey,
rides Lauzanne to victory in a great race

jd.vt.3 ncr father's stables and his
name. There is a thread of a love story
running through it, which ends happily
in the marriage of Allis to a very prim
man who does not know a horse race froma merry-go-round, but who takes Allis,
horse slang and all, and is very happy
to get her. There are 400 pages in the
volume and they are taken up entirely
with talk about horses, by trainers, jockeys
and hangers-on of race courses. Thestory ought to have a large sale among
the lovers of horse flesh. As a piece of
book making the volume is very fine and
well illustrated with characteristic pic-
tures.

The Left Side Man—By Margaret Blake
Robinson. Published by J. S. Ogilvie
Publishing company, New York.
A pretty story, interesting, but oddly

named, is this book of Margaret Blake
Robinson's. The story tells of Ireland's
struggles during Parnell's time, and in-
terwoven with it is one of the sweetest
love stories imaginable. Naneen, the lit-
tle Irish heroine, is all that any romantic
reader could wish for. Sweet, winning
and true, with the rosy cheeks, blue eyes
and black hair, we have a typical Irish
beauty. The hero, "The Left Side Man,"
grows up with a desire to free Ireland
from her bonds and clear away her trou-
bles. When little more than boy and
girl, the hero, Cahal Desmond, and Na-
neen were married at moonlight in Cahal's
father's woods by a schoolmaster who had
been ordained priest years before.

There is a villain, of course, but all
comes out as it should, in the love part
of the story. Of course, the ambitious
hero does not accomplish the righting of
all of Ireland's wrongs, and in this way
the story is unfinished. The entire story,
with the exception of the thread of love
running through it, is of this controversy,
and then the author- suddenly forgets all
about it in the end, at the deathbed of the
schoolmaster priest.

However, the hero's Intimacy with Par-
nell is perhaps the best part of the book
in many ways, though Cahal Desmond is
certainly an interesting character. The
raid of the "moonlighters" on unjust
landlords lend the necessary hairbreadth
adventures to the tale. Cahal's visit to
America and work among the slums of
New York is also good. But the story is
a little tiresome because it tries to cover
so much ground, at the same time enter-
ing into too many details.

BOOK NOTES.

"The Pharaoh and the Priest," Alex-
ander Glovatski's powerful portrayal of
ancient Egypt, translated from tho Pol-
ish by Jeremiah Curtln, has already gone
into a third edition.

The death of the widely known pastor
of the City temple, London, will lead to
the earlier publication of "The Life of
Joseph Parker," by his long-time friend
and associate. Dr. William Adamson,
which the Fleming H. Revell company
had announced as in preparation. The
author is adding a final chapter relating
to the last days.

A new book of considerable civic and
political interest is "Americans in Pro-
cess" (Houghton, Mifflin & Co.), which
has been edited by Robert A. Woods. It
is a study by a gr^up of experienced set-
tlement workers, men and women, of the
round cf life in the North and West ends,
the two principal immigrant districts of
Boston.

"The Handbook of Birds of (he West-
ern United States," by Florence Merriaxn
Bailey, which Houghton, Mifflin & Co.
have just published, is intended to do for
the western part of the United Statea
what Mr. Frank M. Chapman's handbook
has done for the East.

John Burroughs has been known chiefly
as a writer on out-door themes, but his
latest book. "Literary Values and Other
Papers" (Houghton, Mifflin & Co.), will
also give him a place among literary crit-
ics. His papers on criticism have, to be
sure, been welcomed by editors on their
rare appearances, &n6 some of the es-
says in this volume are taken from the
Atlantic and the Century, but the collec-
tion will be a welcome surprisa to many
of Mr. Burroughs' readers.

Hamlin Garland has arrived in New
York, where he willremain all winter. He
is at work on a series of short stories for
Harper's Weekly which deal with the
American Indian in his human and do-
mestic aspect, written from an intimatepoint of view. The first story appears in
the Christmas number of Harper's Weekly.

"An Old Country House,* 1

Richard Le
Galliene's new romance, will shortly be
published in Lcndon by Grant Richards,
in his "Breviary" series. The Harpers,
who issue the book here, were obliged to
order a second editiori~of it a week before
it was published.

One of the most beautiful of the holi-
day books is "Ad Astra," Just published
by R. H. Russell, New York. The volume
is made up of selections from the "Divine
Comedy" of Dante, which have been
brought together with great intelligence
and sympathy. Life and death and "all
that lies between" are illuminated by these
selections from the^reatest poem in the
world.

Jacob Riis' new took, "The Battle With
the Slum,'" is on the press for its second
edition bearing a dedication to President
Roosevelt who. so Mr. Rils tells us, has
been the most valiant battler with the
slum.

Sir Walter Besant said not long before
he died, that he had been walking about
London for thirty years. He also had
been writing about the things he had
seen. His "Magnum, Opus" on "London
in the Eighteenth Century" is to he pub-
lished this month by The Macmillan com-
pany.

The holiday catalogue of Messrs. Little.
Brown & Co., the Boston publishers, is
printed on coated paper in two colors, and
is illustrated with nearly fifty halfrtbne
cuts and line drawings. It will be sent to
book lovers on application.

We have the word of Mr. Mayo W.
Hazeltine, of the New York Sun, that
Whittier and Longfellow are mere read
in England than is any other American
poet, and that of the two Whittier is
the more distinotiyely American. He re-
wards The Macmillan- company's choice
of a biographer for. Whittier as felicitous:
there being in his opinion "no American
better qualified for the task, on the score
both of knowledge and of sympathy, than
Mr. Thomas Wentworth Higginson."

Lilli Lehmann, the famous dramatic so-
prano and opponent of the use of birds'
plumage on hats, is at home in Berlin,
where she lives frugally on the substan-
tial accumulations of some thirty years
of industry, economy and prudence. It
was-always predicted that Mme. Lehmann
would not be found suffering from want
m her old age. Of course she is not old
yet. She is flfty-two and she has been
on the stage thirty-four years. She says
so herself in the introduction to her book
on singing, which the Macmillan a have
just published.

Books may come and books may go,
"but books which have once "caught on"
go- on forever. During the past fortnight
"The Virginian," by Owen Wister. has
been selling at the rate of 1,000 copies a
day. Over 160,000 copies have been sold
up to date. The Macmillan company.

Our Safety Deposit Vaults are the best.
Security Trust Company, N. Y. Life Bldg.

RAILROAD NOTICES.
ROCK ISLAND SYSTEM.

Golden State Limited.
Kewest of California trains—and the

finest.
Leaves Kansa3 City 10:40 a. m. daily.

To connect with it, taKe morning trains
from Twin Cities over North-Western, M.
& St. L. or C. G. W- rafircaaa. Only 53
hours, Kansas City to Los Angeles.

STORE OPEN EVEfiY EVENING UNTIL XMAS
Prompt Mail Order Servicr. SiJk Headquarters of the Northwest.

Sixth and Robert Streets, St. Paul, Minn
The Recognized Fashion Leaders in Cloaks and Costumes.

Gift Buying
Is now at its height—the three days only now remaining wiil be days of even
greater activity at the Mannheimer store. Many, owing to circumstances and
condtions.will be forced to buy in a hurry; so come direct to the Mannhelmey*
store, as it is a well-known fact that you run no risk here, as

"What, YoL Buy at, Mannhelraers' Is Good."
NOTE— lncidentally we may add that for anything you may buy here that

quality considered, you only pay
The Lowest, Prices Always.

SPECIAL ON SALE FROM 7 TO 9 P. M. ONLY.
Carpet* Department | Stationery

Wilton Samples—All 1% yards long, Sterling Silver; Pencils, >-*•«»;*'•
at one- third their ffi»| /\/\ worth up to 75c, for J*B%»
value, namely ......"•^livv * ' •

-.•-^-

--iSl^Miffiiieryfe?; Perfumery v
... "1 -./-\u25a0.'--.-. \u25a0..----..-•\u25a0\u25a0 Sachet Envelopes, many odors,
English Street; Hats, worth from worth up to 50c, lAjw "
$7.00 ; and $8.00, for 1; v: 4£| :/- A(Y for '*• ............. .... I7V

\u25a0 only- ...... '.v.^.i. *PI*W _._ '" ' -\u25a0•'-:-". r-'

With Dolls Silverware
- :.-:: : .--^.\u25a0\u25a0-\u25a0 ,»-\u25a0:..--\u25a0• . --• -": : • Toilet Sets — Quadruple - plated,

White Enamel Beds,, with woven- man patterns, all finishes, comb,
wire springs, 16 inches I*7/* brush and C!/S- Aft.;....................I /V mirr0r........ : ••/^^\u2666^V
Rag Dolls, worth up to 25c, - l/\j» Fruit Knives — Quadruple-plated,
for only IVW special, per set of six, /*(%<*_ ... only . v ; ... .^-....0VCPetticoats v

1 Black-Mercerized Satin, accordion-
7 ShOe Department

'H£Hs flounce ' slx rows of d (%/* Little Gents' box calf School Shoes,
stitching,...... ........... V"V high cut, good, heavy soles; regu-

" \u25a0-\u25a0-\u25a0'\u25a0''""•\u25a0\u25a0•--\u25a0:•\u25a0• . .. lar $3.00 Shoe -.:-"-' C»i ' t*jCJewelry for .............. .....^l./^
cuff Buttons—i4k gold

' ••V'fl'ff**
' Hosiery

filled. Special, per pair...... JL3V ' . • " -- A_. r\ ± - -." ' Lisle Thread Hose —50c
:": Art Deportment * :-• ' .value; black only, or ;..... £,&%,
China Tea Set, hand-painted, con- Mane |Turi\i^hlll<r<i
sisting of sugar, creamer and tea- \u25a0

men 5 ::. rWrmsningS
pot; never sold for less : AAA Neckties —Four-in-Hands, fli%j«
than $1.50 ....: OvC 50c and 25c qualities, only I^V

Ready-to-Wear Art Embroidery
cWomen's Winter Coats— new, Silk Work Bags, Pin Cushions and
this year's styles, -C. tf» £" i\/\ Shoe Bags/ a good {\Per Cent*
worth up to $10, for....^^^^l^. assortment ...... XvOff

Dress Goods Drapery Section
. Novelty Waist Patterns, ; nicely Ruffled Bobbinet Curtains,' with real
boxed: for presentation only— ' Renaissance insertion and edge

s will be sold * -;. ' *%>> $3.75 value 'ti> A i%/%
•for...\u25a0.\u25a0:-..'.•:. .......... $fl^?« -for ...;....;^..........52*9v

Through cars for Santa Barbara and San
Francisco.

Southern Route—through a land of per-
petual sunshine.

Tickets and berths at Rock Island ticket
offices. Sixth and Robert streets, St. Paul,
and 322 Nicollet avenue, Minneapolis.

F. P. Rutherford. C. P. A.. St PauL

ROCK ISLAND SYSTEM.

Tuesdays and Thursdays (two cars>
from St. Paul and Minneapolis. Southern
or Scenic Route, whichever you prefer.

Full information at Rock Island ticket
offices. Sixth and Robert streets, St.
Paul, and 322 Nicollet avenue, Minneapo-
lis. F. P. Rutherford. C. P. A., St PauL

California Tourist Car Service.

Homeseekers* Excursions.
Homeseekers' tickets to nearly all

points on sale at low rates by Chi-
cago Great Western Railway on first and
third Tuesday of each month. November
to April, . inclusive. Available in the
through tourist sleeping cars. For par-
ticulars apply to J. N. Storr, City Tkt.
Agt.. corner Fifth and Robert streets, St
Paul

Lehlgh Valley Calendar for 1903.
The usual fine steel plate engraved

work is continued In the Lehigh Valley
Railroad's calendar for 1903. These cal-
endars are becoming exceedingly popular
all over the country, as they are high-
class in workmanship and design, and an
acceptable ornament to any office or
house. One of the calendars may be ob-
tained by mailing four cents in stamps,

to cover postage, to the Passenger De-
partment of the Lehlgh Valley Railroad,
New York.

Christmas and New Year's Holiday Rates.
One fare and a third for the round ttfp

to points on the Chicago Great Western
Railway within a distance of 200 miles
from selling station.

Tickets on sale Dec. 24. 25. 31 and Jan.
Ist. For further Information apply to
J. N. Storr, City Tkt. Agt.. corner Fifth
and Robert streets, St. Paul.

Service to California via the Minneapolis
& St. Louis R. R. every Wednesday
morning via Kansas City and the Santa
Fe Route, and every Thursday evening
via Omaha and the Denver & Rio
Grande Ry. (the scenic line) through
Salt Lake City. Rates and other informa-
tion furnish£d upon application to J. G.
Rickel, City Ticket Agent, 398 Robert
Street, St. Paul, Minn.

Through Tourist Car

To Florida—Cuba—Mexico
Via the Mm eapolis and St. Louis R. R.
The shortest route through three gate-
ways and without depot transfers on the
North Star Limited, which is the new-
est and best train to' Chicago and St.
Louis. Rates and other information
cheerfully furnished upon application to
J. G. Rickel, City Ticket Agent, 398
Robert Street, St. Paul, Minn.

Vhe shortest line and best service to
Mason City, Marshalltown, Grinnell,
Oskaloosa, lowa. Moberly. Mexico and St.
Louis, Mo., is via the Minneapolis & St.
Louis R. R. Ticket office, 398 Robert St.,
St. Paul, Minn.

SPECIAL CANADIAN EXCURSION
Rates via the

MILWAUKEE ROAD.
Buffalo and return $35.00
Albany and return 40.00
Montreal, and return 35.00
Portland. Me., and return 40.00
Boston and return 40.00
Springfield and return 40.00
Quebec and return 40.00
St. Johns, N. 8.. and return 50.00

On sale Dec. 12 to 22.
Still lower rates Dec. 17-22.
Return limit January 12, 1903.
Ticket Office. 365 Robert st. W. B.

Dixon, N.-W. P. A.

Sunshine Route to California.
Through Pullman Tourist sleepers to

California via the Sunshine Route (C,
M. & St. P. and Santa Fe Lines), every
Tuesday, commencing October 14th. Berth
rate. $6.

Ticket office, 365 Robert street, or ad-
dress W. B. Dixon, N. W. P. A., St
Paul.

Holiday Excursion Rates,

Via Chicago Great Western Railway.
Low round trip rates to Canadian and
New England Cities. Tickets on sale De-
cember 12-22, good to return Jan. 12th,
1903. For further information apply to
J, N. Storr, City Ticket Agent. Cor. Fifth
and Robert sts., St. Paul, Minn.

Holiday Excursion Rates East.
On sale Dec. 12th to 22d, good to return

to Jan. 12th. to New England points; on
sale Dec. 17th to 20th to Canadian points
at greatly reduced rates. Take the "North
Star Limited" and avoid a depot transfer
In Chicago. Resides, it is the newest and
best train and the employes are polite
and courteous. Call on J- <v jaickeL Cltx

Ticket Agent, Minneapolis & St. LouisR. R., 898 Robert St., St. Paul, Minn.
To Omaha and the West.

Take the road which will get you there
most quickly. BUFFET CARS, LIBRARYCARS, DINING CARS, PARLOR CARSand SLEEPERS over the Minneapolis &St. Louis R. R. John G. Rlckel, City
Ticket Agent, No. 398 Robert st. Tele-phone N. W. Main 661. T. C. 690.

LOS ANGELES, Cal., Dec. 21. — The
committee appointed from the state sen-
ate to investigate the circumstances of
the coming of consumptives to California
from Eastern states and the proposed
plah to establish a state institution for
such cases, has decided to report to the
legislature that legislation restricting the
coming of consumptives to the coast from
the East be enacted.

Lungers to Be Barred.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

THE MEMBERS OF ANCIENT LAND-
mark Lodge, No. 5, A. F. & A. M., are
requested to attend the funeral of our
late brother. C. D. Gilfillan, from his'
residence, 287 South Exchange street,
this (Monday) afternoon at 2 o'clock.

GEORGE C. KNISPEL, W. M.

DIED.

WEED—In St. Paul, Minn., Dec. 21, 1902,
at family residence. No. 2385 Pym st.
(St. Anthony Park), Ellen 1., wife of
the late George C. Weed, aged fifty-
nine years. Funeral services today at
3 p. m. Interment at Spring Valley,
Minn.

BORDEN—In St. Paul, Minn., Dec. 21,
William T. Borden, aged twenty-three
years. Funeral service at the residence
of D. A. Canmack, 601. Goodrich ay.,
Monday, Dec. 22, at 4 o'clock p. m.
Interment at Champaign, 111. Chicago
and Champaign, 111., papers please
copy.

AMUSEMENTS.

\u25a0ETROPOLm^S'sr, Wed, Xmis .HICIItUITULIIHi land Sat, all weak

""-:\u25a0'\u25a0 KLAW & ERLANGER'S V

Stupendous Production of Gen. Lev
• • Wallace's

BEN HUR
Evenings 3. p. m. . Matinees 2. p. m.
\u25a0 Curtain will rise promptly at these T
hours on the beautiful tableau, "The
Star . of Bethelhem." -

Prices 50c, 75c, $1, $1.50 and $2.
Desirable seats for Every . Performance.

ALL NEW YFAR'S WEEK
•BEGINNING SUNDAY, . Dec. 28,

Henry W. Savage's Great Musical Comedy '

THE PRINCE
OF PS L JEN

(Successor -to "King Dodo.") /-:
Company of \u25a0 100 and 'Original Production.- - Seat Sale Opens Tomorow 9a. m. .

-\u25a0-• :•\u25a0 \u25a0-..\u25a0•" \u25a0\u25a0'•\u25a0•. - .-:.:-.-. ~~~ '
CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

' '/\u25a0 Christmas Night, 8 O'cKJck. •

V^ A f \u25a0»> GLEE, BANJO
JV J\ pL ANDmandolin:* Zr-* CLUBS. i

Tickets on sale today at vW. J. IDyer &;, .- v- Bros.' Music Store. ;' -\u25a0-

,;;. Prices, ;75c,;5i:06 and $1.50. ;?j£

Vitt% t% IfPROPRIETOR:
Special "; Funny George 5 Sidney

Matinee - an* 45 Singing Comedians,
XmaS Day in the New Musical Fun Show

" pUSY IZZY. "r Next Week—"THE EVIL EYE."•

STAR Matinees Dally.
THEATRE Evenings 81«

Alll week Xmas Matinee.

SAM DEVERE'S BIG COMPANY:
Ladies' matinee every Friilay. Next
week. "Bowery Burlesquers.". Seats
10c, 20c, 30c.


