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TEAGHERS DUE TODAY

SRR
SAINTLY CITY WILL BELONG TO
. THE SCHOOLMA’AMS

——

They Will Come to Town Prepared to
Enjoy Social Functions as Well as to
Discuss Educational Problems—Con-
vention of Association Will Be in
Session Three Days.

Beginning tomorrow the school
teachers of Minnesota will take pos-
session of the city and hoid it for three

s at least. Though, of course, the
schoolmasters will be in town, it is the
schoolma’ams who receive the most at-
tention, for the former are very seri-
ous individuals, but the latter have
learned to mix a little frivolity with
their knowledge, and it is because of
this that the visiting schoolma’am al-
ways receives a cordial welcome. She
packs in with her text books an even-
ing gown or two and some frivolous
high-heeled shoes, and when the more
serious sessions of the educational as-
sociation are over the pretty school-
ma’am removes her spectacles, piles
her hair high on top of her head, puts

on her pretty gown and is ready for
the social features that have been ar-
ranged for her.

For a great change has come over

the schoolma'am in the past few years.
The sharp-featured, excessively lean
and hopelessly serious young woman
of a few years past survives now only
in the comic supplements. A sensible
—and attractive—creature has taken
her place, a creature who realizes that
“all- work and no play makes Jack a
dull boy.” So, though she works while
she works, when that work is over she
plays.

And it is not the city schoolma’am
alone who has learned this wisdom.
Her sister from the towns and villages
are just as up to date. If there is not
room in the trunk for the evening
dresses and the text books—well, it is
not the evening dresses that are left
out. And so this week her socially in-
clined sisters in St. Paul will gladly
welcome her, as they welcomed her last
vear and the year before, and she will
enjoy a taste of the gayeties of the
capital city.

SOCIAL.

Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Graves gave a
dancing party last night for their son,
William G. Graves, who is home from
Harvard spending the holidays with
his parents. The party was given at
the Graves residence on Summit ave-
nue, and the guests included only mem-
bers of the younger set, many of them
home from college for the holidays.
The house was simply but. effectively
decorated with holly, crimson carna-
tions and mistletoe.

Punch was served by Mrs. Maurice
Auerbach and Mrs. Paris Fletcher.
Others assisting Mrs. Graves were Miss
TLiouise Cochran, Miss Katherine Ab-
bott, Miss Laura Furness, Miss Helen
Davis and Miss Anna Carpenter.

The guests were Misses Lorina Ab-
bott, Alice Maxfield, Isabella Selmes,
Mary Dawson, Florence Gheen, Elsie
Kopper, Mary Squires, Bonny Blakely,
Marjorie Barrows, Dorothy arrows,
Helen Cooper, Esther McDavitt, Rach-
ael Abbott, Lillian Ranney, Eleanor
Jilson, Lucile Davis, Rachael O’Brien,
Margaret Ames, Charlotte Harden-
bergh, Katherine Sneve, Alice Forest,

Penina Jones and Sarah M(‘Da‘:itt,
Messrs. Thorold Field, Louis Collins,
Daniel and Sheldon Johnson, from out

of town, and the following young St.
Paul men: Charles Power, Reinold
Noyes, Kenneth Taylor, John Abbott,
Robert Myers, Willls Ranney, Allan
Cary, Marshall Peabody, Oscar Auer-
bach, Arthur Smith, William Rhodes,
Jr., Fred Ritzinger, Leslie Ames, Sam
Ordway, Carl Smith, Ed. Warren, John
O’Brien, Jr., Jack Ordway, Harold Ros-
sum, Roland Myers and Thurston
Johnston.
* * *

Frederick D. Monfort, of Dayton
avenue, gave a dinner party last night
at the Minnesota club for Miss Steven-
son, of Boston, who is visiting Mrs.
George B. Young, of Summit avenue.
Covers were laid for ten and Mrs.
Young chaperoned the party.

* * *

Mrs. E. J. Hodgson, of Dayton ave-
nue, gave a reception yesterday after-
noon from 4 until 6 o'clock to intro-
duce her daughter, Miss Lucile' Hodg-
son, who has recently returned from
Paris. The rocoms were decorated with
ithe holiday colors, holly, palms and
crimson poinsettia blossoms being used
profusely. Mrs. Frank J. Waterous
served the punch and Mrs. D. S. B.
Johnston, Mrs. E. H. Scriber, Mrs. H.
R. Brill and Mrs. W. E. Hale presided
in the dining room. Others assisting
about the rooms were Mrs. A. C.
Keith, Mrs. C. G. Titcomb, Mrs. S. O.
Arnold, Mrs. A. F. Goodrich, Mrs. C.
L. Johnston, Dr. Auten Pine, Mrs. J.
A. Swenson, Mrs. E. S. Durment, Mrs.
Oscar Hallam, Mrs. Jabez Brooks, Mrs.
A. D. Brown, Mrs. J. Corrin Hutchin-
son, Mrs. E.. W. Osborn, Miss N. A.
Hope and Miss Parnell, Miss N. B.
Hope, Miss Brill, Miss Swenson and
Miss Brooks.

* *

Miss Alice Forest, of Holly- avenue,
gave a luncheon yesterday for Miss
Lucile Davis, entertaining a number
of college girls home for the holidays.

* * *
Theodore Griggs gave a box party

last night at the Metropolitan opera
house for Miss Criggs, of Tacoma,
Wash.

* * *

Miss Lusk, of Dayton avenue, en-
tertained yesterday afternoon for Miss
Compton.

* * *

Mrs. Schroeder, of Carroll street, will
give a dinner New Year's day in honor
of Miss Laura Dohm. Covers will &2
laid for sixteen. :

2 * %
Miss Jefferson, of Summit avenue,
will give a dinner dance this evening

for her sister, Miss Genevieve Jeffer-
scn.
* * =
Mrs. Daniel M. Robbins, of Summit
avenue, will give an informal tea this
afternoon for her daughters, Mrs. Mar-
tin, of Columbus, Ohio, and Mrs. Fred-

RHEUMATISM.

R. RADWAY & CO.—

T-have been a sufferer from Rheumatism
for more than six months. I could not
raise- my. -hands. to. my-head er put my
hands hehind me, or even take off my
own shirt. Before T had finished three-
fourths- of a bottle of Radway's Ready
Relief I could use my arms as well as
ever. .You can see why I have such great
faith in your relief. Yours truly,

. C. BAKER,
Shoe Factory, 939 Julia st.,, New Orleans.

%

Radway's Ready Rellef is & sure cure
for every Pain, Sprains, Bruises, Pains in
the Back, Chest and Limbs,
Taken inwardly there I8 not a remedial
agent in. the world that ocure faver
and ague, and all other malarious, bilious
end other fovers, aided by RADWA‘!'S
PILLS& B0 qpulek}y 88 RADWAY'
READY RELIEP, by all & 5ts,
RADWAY & CO., 55 Eim st., Nww

spend the holidays at their old home.
* * *

Richmond P. Warner gave a box
party last night at the Metropolitan
opera house. The party was chaperon-
ed by Dr. and Mrs. ‘Archibaid Mac-
Laren.

* = *

Mrs. John F. Stevens, of Summit
avenue, will give a dinner dance this
evening at the Town and Country club
for her son.

g * * *

Miss Lillian Ranney, of Virginia ave-
nue, will give a progressive heart’s
party this evening.

L 3 * *

Mrs. George M. Read, of Grand ave-
nue, will entertain informally at cards
this evening at her home.

* * »*

Mrs. Charles Schuneman, of Summit
avenue, entertained informally last
evening for Miss Lufkin, of Chicago.

CLUBS AND CHARITIES.

Mrs. T. S. F. Hayes, of Lincoln ave-
nue, will give the second annual card
party for the Endless Chain Social club
and their friends at her home Saturday
afternoon, Jan. 10

Dr. and Mrs. H. G. Dampier, of Wini-
fred street, will entertain the members
of the Thursday club New Year’s even-
ing.

The children of St. John’s Episcopal
church held their holiday festival last
evening in the guild rooms of the
church. There was a tree from which

dren, and there was a programme of
Christmas carols by the Sunday school
children and the vested choir of the
church. Rev. Theodore Sedgwick, rec-
tor of the church, had charge of the
programme.

Miss Boeringer, of Colorado street,
entertained the members of the Met-
ropolitan Dramatic club last night at
her home.

Miss Cora Kloman, of East Winiferd
street, entertained the Luther League
of the English Memorial Lutheran
Church at her home last evening.

Mrs. D. H. Eastman, of Marshall
avenue, entertained the members of the
Bishop Gilbert Chaptér of the King's
Daughters yesterday afternoon at her
home.

Mrs. Emil Binet, of West Central
avenue, will entertain the Chrysanthe-
mum Cinch club this afternoon.

The regular monthly meeting of the
trustees and board of managers of the
Church Home of Minnesota will be held
tomorrow at Christ church guild house
at 2:30 p. m.

The Endless Chain Social club met
at Central annex Saturday afternoon.
Prize winners were Mrs. J. W. Leni-
han, Mrs. M. J. Howe, Mrs. Gordy. Mrs.
N. B. Pike and Mrs. T. S. F. Hayes.
The next regular meeting will be Wed-
nesday afternoon, Jan. 14.

PERSONAL.

Mrs. Oliver Dalrymple has as her
guests this week Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Dalrymple, of Duluth; Miss
Noyes, of Milwaukee, and Miss Briggs,
of Jamestown, N. Y.

Miss Myra Earhuff, of Milwaukee,
is the guest of Mrs. J. G. Earhuff.

Mrs. Anson McCook Beard, of New
York, who has been spending the holi-
days with her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
J. J. Hill, of Summit avenue, will re-
turn to the Kast the latter part of
this week.

Miss Bowlin, of Summit avenue, has
gone to Pasadena, Cal., to spend the
remainder of the winter. ;

Dr. E. V. Robinson has gone to
Philadelphia to attend a meeting of
the American Historical and Economic
association.

Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Wilde, of Macku-

St. Louis.

Miss Virtue, of Ashland avenue, who
has been teaching in the Jefferson
school, has gone to Brooklyn to enter
the Pratt institute.

Mrs. J. C. Gauthier, of Central Park
place, is spending the holidays in Chi-
cago.

Mrs. A. E. Wallace, of the Virginia,
has gone to Ottawa, Can., to spend a
few weeks with her daughter, Mrs. W.
J. H. Shillington. g

Mrs. D. R. Smuker, of St. Louis, is
the guest of Mrs, C. L. Brownell, of
South St. Albans street.

Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Kunody have re-
turned from New York and will be at
home at the Willard for the winter.

Folk Songs of the South.

Miss Finch will present her unigue en-
tertainment, ““Folk Songs of the South,”
this evening at Park Congregational
church, under the auspices of the Ladies’
Aid society of the church. The follow-
ing programme will be presented:
Overture—"'Flying Dutchman”...Wagner

““The Story of Tar Baby” .... Miss Finch
Group of Southern folk-lore songs-—
Miss Iinch

“Lip to Lip,” “Booger Man,”
“Hard to Lub.”
Military march........... Schubert-Tausig
“The End of Br'er Wolf”....Miss Finch
Group of religious songs of the
OR=Bouth - e o L % Miss Finch
“Lil Davy,” “Laz’us,” * de
Lord,” *“Swing Low.”

“L’Africaine” Meyerbeer

Has Grude Against Queen Anne.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. Dec. 29.—Be-
lieving that Queen Anne’s accession to
the throne of England ruined all her
hopes of ever ruling over Great Brit-
ain, Mrs. Jennies Weinstein, of this
city, made an attempt to destroy the
large oil painting of the queen in In-
dependence hall. She was arraigned
subsequently before a magistrate and

gifts were distributed among the chil-.

bin street, are spending the holidays in-

erick Miller, of Chicago, Wwho arel held in $500 bail. A physician will ex-

amine into her sanity.

This is the second time within ten
months that the woman has attempted
to mutilate the picture. She tried to
destroy it with a stick in March, but
was arrested before any damage was
done.

Before her latest attempt she went
to the state house and asked the cus-
todian to remove the picture and place
her’s in its place, claiming that she,
and not Queen Anne, should have as-
cended the throne. When the custodian
refused to accede to her demand she
tried to pull the picture from the wall

Pope Will Not Disselve Marriage.

ROME, Dec. 29.—The request to dis-
solve the marriage of the Crown
Princess of Saxony has not yet been
received at the Vatican. It is also said
the request will be refused if it is made

F ? K
accordance with her “wishes the body
of Mrs. Jessie Benton Fremont, widow
of Gen. Fremont, wifl be cremated. The
funeral is to be held. tomorrow from
the Episcopal church. Mrs. Fremont
had left in safety deposit vault simple
but explicit directions for the disposi-
tion of her remains, and her wishes
will be carried out as far as it is pos-
sible to do so. Her ashes are to be
buried beside the gravé of Gen. Fre-
mont, on the Hudsoh, and thus will be
fulfilled one of thé cHief desires of
Mrs. Fremont's last: yveafrs.
g

Memorial to Mrs.‘Palmer.

BOSTON, Mass., Dec. 29.—Represen-
tative educators, in a conference here
today, decided to invite subscriptions
to a fund with which to establish a

suitable memorial to the life and work

MAY YET WEAR A CROWN

Princess Helene of Orleans, Duchess of Aosta, May Hope t.o
Be a Queen.

Although at the time of her marriage to the Duke ofiAosta, Princess
THeiene, daughter of the Count of Paris, was deemed to have slight chance
of ascending a throne, it is now believed not improbable t_!;at she may be

the next queen of Italy.

because there is absolutely no canoni-
cal ground for the annulment of the
marriage. -

The pope, greatly grieved at the
scandal, is reported to have dispatched
to the Emperor of Austria a .letter ex-
pressing condolence.

BERLIN, Dec. 29.—The Lutheran
clergy of Saxony have issued an order
striking the name of the crown prin-
cess from public prayers.

VIENNA, Dec: 20.—The semi=official }

Wiener Abdenpost says Emperor Fran-
cis Joseph has accepted Archduke Leo-
pold Ferdinand's,K renunciation of his
rank, has sanctioned his adoption  of
the civil name of the Woofling, and
has also ordered that his name be
stricken off the lists of the Knights of
the Golden Fleece and of the army.

Schoolma’™ams Introduce Our System.

NEW YORK, Dec. 29.—Twenty-five
women school teachers went from the
United States to the Argentine republic
a few years ago for the purpose of in-
troducing American educational
methods in that country. The result
is that the schools of the great republic
of the South are now modeled upon the
system born and developed here. * As
a further result Argentina has sent
James H. Fitzsimmons, director of the
national school of commerce of Buenos
Ayres, as a special commissioner to
the United States to make a study of
the latest school methods, to buy
school supplies and to engage seven
competent educators as directors of
the new normal schools that are to be
opened next year.

Ashman Is Rich for Awhile.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.,, Dec. 28.—In
her efforts to select a hiding place
where her $800 worth of diamonds
would be safe from burglars, Mrs.
Mary Burroughs, of this city, forgot
all about the ashman. Mrs. Burroughs,
the day before Christmas, wrapped $800
worth of diamonds in chamois and
tucked them away in a well-worn shoe
belonging to her small son. She then
left the house.

Before she returned the ashman
called. Mrs. Burroughs' sister threw
the shoe away with other rubbish.
Mrs. Burroughs returned and her sis-
ter incidentally mentioned the ash-
man's visit.

“I gave him those old shoes of Wil-
lie’s,” said she.

After a long search the ashman was
found and the diamonds were recov-
ered. 3

Nuptials of Well Known Players.

GREENWICH, Conn., Dec. 28.—Wil-
liam Faversham, the English actor,
and Mrs. Julie Opp Loraine, an actress,
were married here today by Judge
Burnes, of the Greenwich borough
court.

Mrs. Fremont’s Body to Be Cremated.
LOS ANGELES, Cal, Dec. 29.—In

PICTURE

PUZZLE.

S

Solution for yesterday’s pusgzle:

This young lady sees Santa Claus. Where is he?
The duck is back of the frog on right

and the stork on extreme left of picture.

of the late Alice Freeman Palmer, for-
merly president of Wellesly - college,long
a member of the Massachusetts state
board of education and former advisory
dean of the woman's department of
Chicago university. :

~
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ASH WANT ADS.

Also get the little green stamps
CALL AT THE OFFICE

s Daily Short Story E

THE REAL, TRUE SANTA CLAUS

The Lovely L€gehd; That Have Made St. Nicholas
Beloved of All Men.

- ¢

Though the actual facts known about
St. Nicholas, whose’ commemoration
falls on Dec. 6, would go into a nut-
shell, there is no other saint in the cal-
endar who has enjoyed so wide and
long-sustained a popularity. The mass
of legendary . accretions that have
grown around his memory and have
given rise to a vast -amount of pop-
ular customs, folk tales and observ-
ances might fill_a re8pectable volume.
The Cottonian MS,” Legendary says:
“He ys mych preysed in holy Chyrch
for thre thyngs specyaly, for his mek
lyunyng, for his hevenly chesyng, for
his gret compasyon hauyng.” How ex-
tensive was his popularity may be es-
timated from the fact that no fewer
than 376 churches in England alone
are said to have been dedicated to his
honor. And how deéply his genial,
if somewhat mythical, personality im-
pressed the imagination of Catholic
Europe may be judged from the varied
and heterogenious clientele, of persons
and occupations that have desired to
shelter themselves wunder his saintly
protection. He is the chosen patron
of children and schoolboys, of virgins
and marriageable maidens, of scholars
and parish clerks, of pawnbrokers and
travelers, of sailors and thieves, of per-
sons in danger either from fire or wa-
ter;

Even in his tenderest infancy “Saint
Nicholas the nobil clerk” became an
exemplar of strict ecclesiastical- ob=
servance. With an accurate knowl-
edge of the rules laid down in that
belief, hardly to have been expected
in a new-born babe, he always abstain-
ed from taking his natural nourish-
ment on the appointed fast days of
each week until eventide.

For, while he souked his moder milk,
Noght-withstanding that he ying (young)
He chastyd his flesch with fasting,

The ferth fery (feria) and the sext alway
Souked hot ones on al the day.

So striking a pattern of infantile
piety was naturally assumed to take a
special interest in children, whb were
taught to hold him in reverence as
their peculiar saint; and on the day
of his festival, as his proteges, they
were conceded more than ordinary
privileges and indulgences. In Brit-
tany a long calvacade of schoolchildren
may be met, to whom their master is
giving a ride—“comme il est d’usage
le jour de la Saint Nicolas.”

The Boys' Bishop.

Here, then, we have the origin of
that peculiar custom—so popular in
mediaeval times, but::to our modern
ideas of such doubtful propriety—the
Boy Bishop, or Boys’' Bishop, Episco-
pus Puerorum, in the North called
“Barns’ Bishop.” On_ St. Nicholas’s
day the “children of the choir” in ca-
~thedrals and many - parish churches
were allowed to choose one of their
number who' had the :best voice and
comeliest appearance, to be invested
with the mock powers of a little bishop
over his fellows. He entered on his
office on Childermas, or, Innocents’ day,
when he was permitted to take posses-
sion of the sacred bwilding and, robed
in pontificals, to mimic the services of
the church. ¢
. A curious survival or reminiscence of
| the old belief is still kept up. among
schoolboys in Warwickshire and, per-
haps, in other counties.
ground, if a boy wishes for a tempor-
ary truce or suspension of the game,
when a Northerner would cry “Barley!”
he exclaims “Niclas!” or “I cry Nick-
las!” and by thus inveking the pro-
tection of the schoolboys' saint he is
entitled to immunity, and for the time
1s safe from molestation.

Not only was St. Nicholas himself a
student in his youth, but he showed
himself the zealous protector of schol-
.ars. The legend tells how & gentleman
of Asia .once sent his three sons to

In the play-

pursue their studies at Athens. On
their journey, arriving at Myra, they
put up at an inn, intending to pay their
respects to Archbishop Nicholas the
next morning. But the innkeeper, hav-
ing his avarice excited by the impedi-
menta of his guests, rose by night and
murdered the luckless students in their
sleep; and then, to get rid of the bod-
ies, he proceeded to cut them in pieces,
to stow them away in a pickling tub
which stood convenient, and to salt
them down as pork. This atrocious
business being supernaturally revealed
to St. Nicholas, he hastened to the inn
and demanded the three scholars of
the host, who, unable to conceal his
crime, confessed all. The good arch-
bishop, by his prayers, soon brought
back the souls into the mutilated bod-
ies, and the youths, having received
his benediction, pursued their way,
nothing the worse for their painful ex-
perience. This  incident, furnished
mediaeval art with its favorite repre-
sentation of the saint, who is depicted
standing, in his episcopal robes and
with his pastoral staff, beside a huge
tub in which three naked boys are seen
plunged up to the waist and holding up
their hands in Anglo-Saxon attitudes.
Remains of such frescoes are found in
churches at Colton and Tamworth in
Staffordshire and at St. Cross, Win=-
chester. “Because he did such honor
to clerks,” says Master Wace, Henry
II’'s chaplain, who tells the story,
“clerks hold his festival to this day.”
Claimed St. Nicholas Patron.

As being the professed friend of all
scholars, for whom the generic name
was “clerk,” the parish clerk in par-
ticular thought himself justified by vir-
tue of his office in claiming St. Nicho-
las as his patron. With better right
the boys at Eton, as being both youths
and scholars, placed themselves under
the patronage of St. Nicholas, and used
formerly to hold their chief Gaudy day
about the time of his festival, though
afterward it weas transferred to Whit-
suntide. The once famous “Eton Mon-
tem”—so called as involving an excur-
sion ad montem to the neighboring
mount of Salt Hill—preserved many
features of the old Boy Bishop pro-
cession, one lad masquerading in the
garb of a priest and another taking
the role of his clerk. A peculiar rite
essential to the festivity was the dis-
tributing of salt by certain boys, called
“salt bearers” for the nonce, in return
for money gifts. This custom has been
traced to the initiation of freshmen
or newcomers to a school, who were
said to be “salted” when compelled to
undergo sundry sportive trials of en-
durance. As the phrase went, they
“were pickled with salt to begin with.”
‘We may fairly suppose that it was re-
ally a faded reminiscence of the salt-
ing in the pickle tub which St. Niche-
las’ scholars had to undergo in the
legend before he came to their rescue
and sent them on their way rejoicing.
The “salt money™ collected was to help
the captain of the school to pursue his
studies at the uniVersity. So conserva-
tive are boy’s games! ot

One of the Golden Legends of Jacob-
us de Voragine relates how a certain
man of good birth in St. Nicholas’ na-
tive city, who had three fair daugh-
ters, was reduced to such dire straits
of poverty that he was sorely tempted
to sacrifice her honor and surrender
them to a life of shame. $St. Nicholas,
who happily was as wealthy as he was
benevolent, coming to know of this, re-
solved to save the poor family from
the impending degradation. Stealing
forth by night to avoid observation,
he approached their dwelling with a
purse well filled with gold. A gleam
of moonlight revealed to him an open
window, through which he dexterously
threw in his gift and fled away. It
fell at the very feet of the astonished

kL above his head;

father, who used the welcome godsend
to portion his eldest daughter in mar-
riage. Apgain the kind-hearted saint
sallied out on a similar nightly mis-
sion, and again through the convenient
window -he cast in a dowry for the
second daughter. When for the third
time he essayed to do good by stealth
for the third girl’'s behoof the grateful
father was lying in wait, and, seizing
his benefactor, forced him to reveal
himself. St. Nicholas pledged him to
secrecy and departed, having thus by
three golden gifts enabled three de-
serving maidens to be happily married.

And all he did cuer so priuely,
That none wist hot God Almighty.

There is an obvious reason, there-
fore, why marriageable maids and vir-
gins should recognize their guardian
saint in good-natured St. Nicholas. So
Margaret, Countess of Richmond, as a
girl, is said to have done when she
prayed for him for a good husband
“inasmuch as he was the patron and
helper of all true maidens.” And so
country girls in France still use the
rhyme:

“Patron des filles, Saint Nicolas,
Mariez nous, ne tardez pas.”

The above incident, it is equally evi-
dent, has suggested the custom, preva-
lent in Slavic countries, of children on
St. Nicholas’ day putting their shoes
and stockings in the windows before
going to bed in the hope, which is sel-
dom disappointed, that the kind bishop,
as he goes about at night, will fill them
with his presents. Transferred now to
Christmas eve the same child belief,
as is well known, exists in Teutonic
lands whence it has been introduced
into England, that Santa Claus, a
bountiful but mysteriously invisible
being, delights in filling suspended
stockings with bon-bons, toys and other
rewards of juvenile virtue.

The secrecy with which he bestows
his gift is still his prominent feature. It
is not always remembered, perhaps,
that Claus, or Klas, is only an abbre-
viated form of Nicholas, or Niclas, the
name having been dichotomized into
Nick and Clas (14), just as the Scots
have manufactured Alick and Saunders
out of Alexander. The most Prostest-
ant countries, under the softening in-
fluence of childhood and the Christ-
Child festival, have not been behind in
yielding this homage to the mediaeval
saint.

Secrecy of St. Nicholas.

In Christian art this saint is usually
painted with three golden balls to sym-
bolize the gifts of gold which he pro-
vided for the three poor maidens.
Sometimes these balls of gold are
in Raphael’s famous
“Madonna degli Ansidel” they are seen
lying at his feet. The Medici.at Flor-
ence, no doubt taking St. Nicholas as
their patron, adopted this emblem as
their device and rose to great power
and wealth by trading and money lend-
ing. In allusion to this badge of theirs
the Florentine cry in popular commo-
tions used to be ‘Palle Palle!” or,
“Abbasso le Palle” (Down with the
balls!) Many Lombard merchants em-
ployed the same emblem, and introduc-
ed it into London as their business
sign, as bankers and money lenders in
Lombard street and elsewhere. From
them it has passed down to their low-
lier kinsmen, the pawnbrokers. And
thus the three golden balls, which once
proclaimed the charitable munificence
of the Lycian saint, now only announce
the habitat of the poor man’s conven-
ient, but less disinterested friend.

Once when on a pilgrimage of Jeru-
salem the vessel in which St. Nicholas
embarked was nearly wrecked through
the malice of the devil, who had secret-
ed himself on board. Seeing the ap-
proach of the fearful storm which he
was brewing, the saint forewarned the
sailors, who made every preparation to
meet its fury. In the midst of the
hurricane they threw themselves at his
feet in supplication, and at the saint’s
intervention the winds. subsided and
the sea grew calm. It was only natural,
therefore, that St. Nicholas came to be
regarded as the protector of sailors,

make a votive offering for his deliv<
erance as soon as ever he came t¢
shore. And hence it comes to p
that churches dedicated to St. Nicholag
are so commonly to be found in seapor{
towns. s

At Bari, in southern Italy, whither

lar holiday in the year, and its celebra-
tion is chiefly in the hands of the mari-
ners, who carry his image out to sea,
where his power was 80 conspicuously
manifested, and afterward bear it round
the town in solemn procession by
torchlight. In many places, owing, no
doubt, to his connection with seamen
and the resemblance of the names; St.
Nicholas seems to have been confound-
ed with the Nicker, or Nix, the water
spirit of northern Europe. Millers in
Germany used sometimes to throw of-
ferings into the millstream on St
Nicholas’ day, in order to propitiate the
Nicker. In Servian songs the dominion
of the waters is assigned to this saint
in particular; and a vilage in Brittany
bears the name of St. Nicholas des
Eaux. Indeed, a modern Greek writer,
Prof. Constantinides, says that the
Holy Nikolaos occupies the Greeks of
the present day the same place as
Poseidon held among their forefathers;
he is lord of the sea, and in the hour
of danger sailors address more prayers
to him than to God the creator of the
universe. Mr. Tozer further tells us
that an ancient temple of Poseidon in
the isle of Eleussa has actually been
converted into a church of St. Nicholas.

Enough has been told to show that
all sorts and conditions of men have
been drawn to this large-heated worthy
“for his mek lyuying and gret com-
pasyon,” so that, as the old legendary
concludes by remarking, “al thai loued
saynt Nicholas.”—A. Smythe Palmer,
in The Guardian.

Mrs. McKinley Gives a Prize.

NEW YORK, Dec. 29.—Mrs. McKin-
ley has given a prize to be contested
for at the progressive euchre to be held
at the Waldorf-Astoria under the au-
spices of the alumni of St. Joseph’s
academy of this city on the evening
of Jan. T.

HIS CHRISTMAS REVERIE.

How fas’ dey comes—de Christmuses!
Hit's des lak yisterday

Sence you en me wus dancin’
One Chris'mus fur away!

De same wide worl” eroun’ you—
De young folks sing en shout!

But w’en dey calls de quadrille,
Dey laughs, en—leaves us out!

How fas’ de time is flyin’
How lonesome looks de snow!

You feels de white worl’ slippin’ 'way-
You old befo’ you know!

You never see no warnin'—
De time so fas’ in flight—

You turn ter say “Good mawnin’,”
‘W’'en—yander come de night!

Dey done fergit—dem young folks—
Wid all dey halleloo,
Dat half a mile back yander
Us folks wuz young folks, too!
En hearn’ de Kkildees callin’,
En tromped de picnic groun’,
En danced “Ole Times in Georgy,”
En swinged de sweet gals roun'!

But time en tide ain’t waitin’,
En still de Chris'mus sweet,

En still de fiddle’s makin’
A fidget in yo’ feet!

De latchstring's on de outside—
You heah de music soun’;

Come in, you head féllers,
En swing de old gals roun’! .
—Frank L. Stanton, in Atlanta Constitu~

tion.

Glory Was Denijed Him.

Achilles was sulking in his tent.

“You see,” he exclaimed bitterly, “my
mother left my heel vulnerable, and I can
never play football!”

Seeing the great glory was denied him
he rushed forth to engage in a minor fra-
gas before the walls of Troy.—New York

un.
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The Kind You Have Always Bough

and that many a shipwrecked mariner

hastened to return thanks to him and

Bears the 3
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his relics were transported in 1087, the .
Festa of St. Nicholas is the most popu-
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