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ENORMOUS SYNDICATE TO

BUILD PANAMA CANAL
World's Largest Construc-

tion Syndicate Being Or-
ganized to Bid for the Con
tract — Points for and
Against the Proposition—

President Roosevelt Will
Move Very Slowly in the
Matter.

Special to Th<> Globe.
WASHINGTON, D. C, March 18.—

Simultaneously with the ratification of

the Panama treaty by the senate word

comes to Washington that the initial
st< ps are being taken in the organiza-

tion of the world's largest construction
\u25a0syndicate which will bid for the con-
tract for building llio canal. Accord-
ing to information received here, finan-
cial leaders of the country are uniting

in this syndicate, which will be nearly

four times as large as any organizalVm
for a similar purpose. It is estimated
thai between $135,000,000 and $145,000,-
I'fiO will be expended before the canal
Is completed and the syndicate expects

to make a proposal to hand over to tne
government the canal completed to the
smallest details.

At the offices of the isthmian canal
commission it was said that the work
Df construction undoubtedly would be
done by contract and that while this
matter will have to be settled by a
commission yet to be appointed by the
president, Investigation by the present

commission has resulted In finding
;u<h overwhelming argument in favor
jf contract work as distinguished from
that done under the direct supervision
Df the government that there is no
3oubt of the decision of the new com-
mission in this respect.

Concentration Thought Desirable.
According to W. H. Burr, of the

rommission, this question was gone
Into extensively and all investigation
pointed to the desirability of conct|i-
Lrating the responsibility for the com-
pletion of the canal as soon i^> possi-
ble. The only way to do this, he
says, is to award a contract for its
construction to one responsible com-
pany which will be able to safeguard
•he government from loss In case it
fails to perform the task It assumes.
The feasibility of dividing the contract
Into sections has been discussed, but
the general sentiment of the experts is
against such a disvision of responsi-
bility.

"It may be," said Mr. Burr, "that the
committee will see fit to award sep-
arate contracts for the construction of
the Bahia clam and the terminals at
Colon and Panama, but I am confident
that the great work of the canal will
be given, to a single syndicate. Ot
course, the government will take every
precaution to see that the people's in-
terests fire properly guarded. Although
the syndicate is said to be now organ-
izing, it Is doubtful if there will be any
move made toward letting the contract
for the next two years."

Samuel Pasco, another member of
the old commission, sees a danger in
the formation of bo immense a syndi-
cate. He said that It would be of such
trememlous influence and wealth that
It may entirely overshadow the com-
mission of seven which Is to supervise
the Avork for the government and that
great danger lies in the chance that
the syndicate will become stronger
with congress than the commission and
thus become the master of the situa-
tion.

According to the latest information
at the White house, President Roose-
velt will move slowly in naming tne
commission after the treaty has been
ratified by Colombia. Today he told a
senator that it would probably be five
months before he made a move in the
matter. The only votes cast against
the treaty in the senate were those of
Morgan and Pettus, of Alabama; Dan-
iel and Martin, of Virgina, and Teller,
of Colorado.

Opposition in Colombia.
COLON, March 18.—The ratification

of the Panama canal convention by the
\u25a0United States senate yesterday' has
caused much jubilation among the
isthmian supporters of the Panama
route. There are, hoover, many clear
indications from the department of
Bolivar and other points in the Colom-
bian republic that the ratification of
the convention will certainly meet
with strong opposition in the Colom-
bian congress.

Mr. Cleveland's Opinion.
PRINCETON, N. J., March 18.—

Former President Grover Cleveland
was sixty-five years old today. He
passed the day with his family at his
residence on Bayard Lane. He was
the recipient of many congratulatory
telegrams and his intimate Princeton
friends called and extended their best
•wishes. In response to a request for
his opinion on the passage of the Pan-
ama canal bill by the senate, Mr. Cleve-
land dictated the following statement:

"It Is very gratifying that the bill
has passed the senate and I hope there
will be no further delay with the be-
ginning of the work, which, I believe,
is «oing to mark an epoch In the com-

merce and transportation of the age
and will be a gloiious contribution by
the American navy to the trade of the
world."

MR.iLEVIW
IN POLITICS

This Is the Interpretation
Placed Upon His Coming

Western Trip.

Special to The Globe.
WASHINGTON, D. C, March 18.—

Washington is disposed to accept fhe
announcement of Grover Cleveland that
he will make a long Western trip,
touching at many points which Roose-

velt will visit, as a flat announcement
that he is beginning to take a hand in
presidential politics. But the so-called
Democratic leaders, as their opinions

are known here, are not for Cleveland.
On the other hand, it appears that

Cleveland is entirely in accord with
the Democratic policy as it gains ex-
pression in Washington. The Demo-
cratic senators here are preparing for
a tariff campaign, not only In congress
but in the wh tie country before the
presidential conventions.

m
Coal Commission's Report Filed.

WASHINGTON, D. C. March 18.—Judge
Cray, chairman, and Carroll D. Wright,
recorder, of the anthracite strike commis-
sion, tailed on the president today and
presented to him the report of the com-
mission. It covers fully all phases of
tho controversy between the operators
and the miners. Both sides have prom-
ised to abide by the decision of the
tribunal. Col. Wright announced that the"report would be public at his office on
Saturday morning. About the same time
it will be placed in the hands of the rep-
resentatives of the operators and miners.

DAY'S NEWS SUMMARIZED
Weather for St. Paul and vicinity: Snow

and colder today; fair tomorrow.

LEGISLATIVE—
Gross earnings tax bill passes the

house.
Senator Schutz proposes abolition of

three state normal schools.
State prison management is praised by

investigating committee.
Senator Horton proposes retaliatory

legislation against states barring reputa-
ble Minnesota old line life insurance
companies.

Representative Tighe would prohibit
employment of special attorneys by state
boards.

House adopts j-esolution fixing April 18
as date for final adjournment.

DOMESTIC—
Letter from Pennell is found In which

he said he felt that he must kill Burdlck.
There is said to be proof that high gov-

ernment official was paid by St. Louis
get-rich-quick concerns for protection in
use of mails.

Navigation opens on Lakes Michigan
and Erie.

Whole army of candidates for additional
judge in Fourteenth district materializes.
WASHINGTON—
It Is proposed to have Panama canal

built by syndicate, largest of its kind in
world.

Senators agTee to take vote on Cuban
reciprocity treaty today.

President withdraws nomination of
William Plimley to be assistant United
States treasurer at New York and ap-
points Hamilton Fissh to the office.

Special session of senate will end to-
day.

BUSINESS—

Grain trading Is less active. Wheat Is
only cereal to close at higher figures.

Stocks reveal some hardiness and tone
Is better. Prices are shaded toward
close, which Is irregular.

FOREIGN—
French chamber of deputies adopts re-

port of commission refusing authorization
to male religious congregations.

Swedish and Norwegian consulates wilf
probably be separated.

LOCAL—
Mayor Smith meets ex-Mayor Ames

upon his arrival in Minneapolis and en-
joys a chat with him.

Report of school board committee will
exonerate Secretary Healy, against whom
bidders made charges.

Representatives of Minnesota towns
and villages organize Municipal and Com-
mercial league.

City officials find that big main under
Wabasha bridge is badly damaged.

Effort will be made to induce pur-
chasers of armory bonds to accept them.

Crazy man gives deputy sheriffs a des-
perate struggle in front of the court
house.

John Summers, a pioneer resident of 9k
Paul, dies suddenly at the Windsor hotel.
MINNEAPOLIS—

Ex-Mayor Ames Is arraigned on seven
indictments and his ball fixed at $18,000.

RAILROADS—
Arguments in Northern Securities case

open at St. Louis.
SPORTING—

Tommy Ryan holds out for the 154-
--pound limit in discussing fight with Fltz-
simmons.

Columbus baseball management to ar-
range to check babies at ball games.

McGovern's talk of coming fight with
Young Corbett arouses the champion.

VOTE ON CUBAN
TREATY TODAY

Senator Nelson Speaks
Against It—Amendments

Would Cause Delay.

WASHINGTON, D. C, March 18.—
Tonight the senate entered into a
unanimous agreement to vote on the
Cuban reciprocity treaty at 3 o'clock
tomorrow. The hope of securing a vote
today was dissipated by the discovery
that there were more speeches to be
made in opposition to the treaty than
had been counted upon. Indeed, it was
difficult to secure an agreement to
vote even tomorrow and it was evi-
dent that this result could not have
"been accomplished but for the anxiety
of senators to secure a final adjourn-
ment of the session, which will be tak-
en tomorrow.

The executive session covered six
hours and was devoted largely to ad-
verse criticisms of the treaty. Senator
Newlands made a plea for the annexa-
tion of Cuba and presented an amend-
ment to the treaty tendering an invi-
tation to that island to become a state
of the American Union. The debate
was participated in by Senators Mc-
Enery, Newlands, Spooner, Teller, Nel-
son, Cullom, Gorman, Bailey and Car-
mack.

Without announcing his Intention to
vote for or agj^nst the treaty, Senator
Nelson criticised it sharply. He re-
plied to a contention of Senator Spoon-
er that the United States is under ob-
ligation to aid Cuba and the Cubans
and said that this country had cer-
tainly done all for that country that
one nation could be expected to do
for another. He said that there had
originally been two pleas on behalf of
Cuban reciprocity, one on account of
obligations to the Cubans and the oth-
er because of their poverty. The lat-
ter had been completely exploded by a
showing of the facts, and in the light
of reason the former was just as ficti-
tious.

During the day Senator Nelson offer-
ed an amendment placing flour import-
ed to Cuba in the 40 per cent reduction
schedule, and Senator McEnery an
amendment striking out the articles of
the treaty providing against any re-
duction on American tobaccoa imported
into Cuba.

The race question again wfis dis-
cussed in the senate today. Mr. Money
spoke two hours. His remarks had di-
rect reference to the action of'the pres-
ident in closing the Indianola (Miss.)
postoffice. Mr. Money explained that
if he could secure unanimous consent
for leave to print he would not take
up the time of the senate. The senti-
ment of the senate seemed to be that
remarks not delivered should not be
spread' in the record. He thereupon
proceeded and delivered himself of
some severe strictures of the president,
saying that Mr. Roosevelt was not the
president of America, but the presi-
dent of the "black txslt." At times he

was closely Interrogated by Messrs.
Foraker nd Spooner.

It is said at the state department
that the,stiarpest kind of work will be
required to save the Cuban treaty from
total failure If it is ratified tomor-
row with amendments as proposed.
The slightest amendment will require
the convention again to be ratified by
the Cuban congress, and while there is
little doubt that small opposition will
be offered there, it Is pointed out that
the period allowed for the exchange of
ratifications expires on the 31st inst
This is a very short 6pa.ee of time in
which to complete formalities in Wash-"
ington and have the treaty acted on by
the Cuban congress. If there la any
failure on this point a new treaty will
have to be drawn, or have additional
articles in the initial protocols adopted,
which will require fresh action of the
legislative branches of govern-
ments and Involve as much work as
drawing a new treaty.

CONSULATES TO
BE SEPARATED

Partial Divorcement Between
Sweden and Norway

at Hand.

CHRISTIANIA, March 18.—Negotia-
tions for the separation of the con-
r-ulates are nearing success. The pro-
posals of the committee have been ac-
cepted by the Norwegian cabinet and
parliament. Two-Norwegian ministers
will probably resign. Dv. Sigurd Ibsen
and Mr. Lagerheim, the foreign min-
isters of Norway and Sweden, respect-
ively, are chiefly responsible for the
success of the negotiations.

Special Cable to The Globe.

J. WHITAKER WRIGHT.
British promoter who is accyred of

swindling the stockholders of the Lon-
don and Globe corporation out of sums
variously estimated between $100,000,-
--000 and $150,000,000. He is being held
by the New York police pending ex-
tradition. It is said that he has letters
showing complicity by Iving Edward
and the Prince of Wales in his deals.

What tire Gods Provide.

Special to The Globe.

GOVERNMENT
OFFICIAL BRIBED

Was Paid $5,000 for Protec-
tion of "(jet-Ricli-Quick"

Concerns.

ST. LOUIS, Mo., March 18.—A re-
ceipt for $5,000 now in the possession

of a well-known St. Louis attorney, is
responsible for the trouble that is
brewing in the attorney general's of-
fice at Washington. This receipt is
signed by a former attache of the at-
torney general's office, who has a rela-
tive who holds high rank in that of-
fice and who appears to be the target
for charges in connection with "get-
rich" schemes.

This receipt showed that 15,000 was
paid to the official by E. J. Arnold "for
services." It is charged that other sim-
ilar concerns, not only in St. Louis, but
In Chicago, New York and elsewhere,
gave liberally to this former official,
who guaranteed them protection in the
use of the mails. When the Arnold
safe was forced open by Receiver Sol-
cmon Swartz the receipt was found
among the papers. For the interest of
all concerned the find was kept secret
at the time, but In some way the news
reached Washington and found Its way
to President Roosevelt.

The finding of this $5,000 receipt,
coupled with charges made by a Cin-
cinnati attorney, who represents the
Ryan concern, set the executive wheels
in motion. Fourth Assistant Postmas-
ter General Bristow is expected to ar-
rive in St. Louis at an early date, and
the first person he will call upon will
be the holder of the receipt. It is said
ether receipts are in existence, show-
ing how Washington officials were in-
fluenced through relatives in office.— m

DECIDES AGAINST MALE
RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES

French Chamber of Deputies Refuses
Authorization.

PARIS, March 18.—The chamber of
deputies devoted its entire sitting to
finishing the debate on the law refusing
the authorization to male religious con-
gregations, required under the law of
associations. The house, 300 to 257,
adopted the report of the commission
against the authorization by a small
majority.

This vote implied that the chamber
refused to discms the articles of the
report, but adopted the conclusions of
the report in favor of rejecting appli-
cations for authorization by all teaching

Fryberger Bill for Increase
of Gross Earnings Taxis
Unanimously Adopted by
the House — Makes No
Change in Method of Com-
puting Earnings.

The Fryberger 4 per cent gross earn-
ings tax bill yestefflay passed the
house without a negative vote and
without substantial amendment. Therewere 103 votes recorded.

< 'onsideration of the measure as a
special order evoked no oratory and
the only discussion was Incident to the
adoption of minor corrects
menta and the substitution o4 E
protective section 5, which differs from
the original cl&ttse only In a word or
two.

Mr. Johnson, liennepiri, secured th>*
injection of a provision to make the
bill jibe with the proposed enaetmeni
providing for submission of constitu-
tional propositions on separate ballots.
The bill. less the enacting clause and
the sections providing for its submis-
sion to the people nt the general
tlon of 1904, follows:

The Bill Adopted.
Section 1. That every railroad com-

pany owning or operating any lln<^ of
railway situated within or partly with-
in this state, shall, during the year
1905, and annually thereafter pay into
the treasury of this state In lieu of
all taxes, assessments upon all proper-
ty within this state, owned or operated
for railway purposes by such com-
pany, including equipment, appurten-
aaces, appendages and franchises
thereof, a sum of money equal to four
(4) per cent of the gross etrnings deriv-
ed from the operation of such line of
railway within this state; and the pay-
ment of such sum shall be in full and
in lieu of all other taxes and assess-
ments upon the property and franchises
so taxed. The lands acquired by pub-
lic grant shall be and remain exempt
from taxation until sold or contract-
ed to be sold, or conveyed, as provided
in the respective acus whereby such
acts were made or recognized.

Computation Unchanged.
Sec. 2. The term "gross earnings"

derived from the operation of such line
of railway within this state, as used in
section 1 of this act, is hereby declared
and shall be construed to mean, all
earnings on business beginning and
ending within the state, and a propor-
tion, based upon the proportion of tho
mileage within the state to the entire
mileage over which such business is
done, of earnings on all interstate bus-
iness passing through, inlo or out of
the state.

Sec. 3. All acts ami parts of acts
not inconsistent herewith regulating
the payment, collection, time of pay-
ment, enforcement or reports involving
the amount of taxes upon the gross
earnings of railroad companies within
this state, or providing penalties for
the non-payment of such taxes, are
hereby made applicable to this act so
far as may be; and all acts and parts
of acts inconsistent with the provisions
of this act are hereby repealed.

New Protective Clause.
Sec. 4. Upon failure to pay the

amount of such taxes legally due upon
the dates heretofore provided by law
for the payment thereof, in addition to
existing remedies, collection may be
enforced in a civil action brought in
the name of the State of Minnesota
in the district court of any county.

Sec. 5. Before any railroad company
shall be heard to contest or continue
to contest the validity of this act or
any part thereof, such railroad com-
pany shall as a condition precedent
thereto, pay into the treasury of the
State of Minnesota, the amuont of tax-
es due or payable from such railroad
company under the existing tax laws
of this state applicable to such com-
pany.

PRAISE WARDEN WOLFER.

Report of Prison Labor Investigation
Sent to the House.

The prison labor committee yester-
day returned to the house the report
of its investigation, secured by Rep-
resentative Frynerger, of Hennepin

The report is substantially as ie-
ported by The Globe a week ago.
It commends highly the management
of Warden Wolfer and the prison con-
ditions. It recommends that the num-
ber of convicts employed on the shoe
contract shall be 250, which is about
the number now employed. Enlarge-
ment of the twine plant and the em-
ployment of convicts In the manufact-
ure of clothing for inmates of the pris-
on and other state institutions are
among the /ecommenaations.

Mr. Fiyberger is not plea.cd with
that portion of the report which sanc-
tions the employment of 250 convictson the shoe contract. It is not proba-
ble that he will send In a minority re-
port, but he will introduce a bill limit-ing the number of convicts that may
be employed in any one industry com-
peting with free labor in Minnesota to
7 per cent of the whole number of free
labors In the same employment.

EDITORS AS INSURERS.

Mutual Law Extended to Include State
Press Association.

A bill authorizing mutual fire Insur-
ance companies to issue policies when
they have secured 200 separate risks
aggregating $250,000 was introduced
in the senate yesterday by Senator
Campbell. The bill is designed to per-
mit the State Editorial association to
organize ah Insurance company, it al-
ready having 279 risks. The same bill
was introduced In the house by R?-.p-

,xes£jxtallvfi..W. A. Kolau.

PASS RAILROAD TAX BILL
ABOLISH NORMAL SCHOOLS

Schutz Would Transform
Mankato, Moorhead and
Duluth Institutions Into
Dairy, Manual Training
and .Mining Schools, Re-
spectively.

A bomb, in the shape of a bill d
ed to transform three of the state nor-
mal schools Into schools for m Itraining, mining and dairying

c making, was dropped Insi nate yesterday morning by Si i
John Si hutz, ol L: on i ounty.

The measure provides thai the nor-
mal school at Duluth be abandoned
and the building turned over to
luth for the establishment or a
of mining; that the Manfc ito normal
be abandoned and the building turnedover to Mankato for the establishment
of a school of dairying and cheese mak-ing, and that the normal school atMoorh'-ud l).- abandoned and the build-Ing turned over to Moorhead for theestablishment of a school for n Itraining.

Schutz in Earnest.
The bill startled the senators

the "institution towns." and SenatorBrower, unable to believe that the sen-
ator from Lyon was serious, asked that
the bill b" referred back to Its author.

Senator Schutz protested and themeasure was referred back to the nor-
r:in I Bchools commit tee.

Senator Schutz is sincere In his at-tempt to abolish several of the n
bcTiools, but he Is not confident that tht>
measure win ever gel any farther than
the committee on normal schools.

The Benator from Lyon declares thathe Introduced »h- bill because it Is his
honest belief that there are too many
normal schools at the present time.

Too Many Normal Schools.
"All these normal schools are unnec-

essary," he said, "and in these townsmerely run in opposition to the high
Bchoolß. The normals are for teachers,
but two normals can handle 800 stu-
dents, and I believe this number will
fully cover the number of teachers
turned out for school work by these
normal schools. We do not need all
these normals, for we are now taking
students from other states.

"I am serious with this bill. I be-
lieve that we ar.' wasting money l>y
operating all these schools, and, while
I feel confident that my bill will not
get out of the normal schools commit-tee, I at least have the pleasure ofknowing that I had an opportunity toexpress my opinion."

INSURE SESSION
OF NINETY DAYS

House Picks April 18 us Date
For Final Adjourn-

ment.

The house yesterday, after a running
fight*of an hour, agreed upon April IS
as the day for final adjournment and
fixed March 28-an the last day for the
reception of new bills.

The house amendment of the senate
resolution fixing April 15 as the date
for final adjournment is generally <\u25a0\u0084,.,.

sidered as a filibuster movement, and
that the legislature will not adjourn
short of the constitutional limitation,
willmake April21 the last day Is open-
ly admitted by the members closest
in touch with legislative methods and
the temper of the present house.

Ten days ago Representative Walz
introduced a resolution fixing April 15
as the last day. Before the senate
took action on the Lord resolution
amending it to read April 15, Mr. W;.!z
and the friends of the early adjourn-
ment proposition had made up their
minds that their plan was not feasible
and that by concurring In the sen.tto
resolution, the house stood to get the
short end of the work in the last few
days. '

The senate resolution was laid on
the table for a wr.-ek and waa called up
yesterday by Representative Johnson.
Burns opposed taking the resolution
from the table on the ground that toomany bills still await consideration to
warrant the house In deciding upon
a date for adjournment. Johnson ad-
mitted that thK-re are too many bills,
but advocaTed th« early adjoin:.
date on the theory that it were I
for the state to have most of the sing bills killed.

Mr. Stevenson. Hennepln, supported
Johnson's proposition with th»- claim
that if a definite d»ite were fix. \u25a0! tho
house would set down to harder work.
It began to look like the adoptu.n <>f
the resolution, when the day was
by an amendment to fix April Is ..
last day. A show of hands 1. \u25a0

61 votes for the amendment.
Representative W. A. Nolan, one of

the early adjournment men and one of
the experienced legislators, \ •
opinion of a large number of members
and senators, when he said:

"We might as well let this resolu-
tion go bac-k to the table now. \Y
done for now. We willhave to Btay the
full session out."

There Is very little hope of the
amended resolution being at.
the Benate and the expected fight will
probably drag along until it results in
no action. The saving of t;

is not enough to fool the dear people
into a belief that a desire to Bavfl
money is at the bottom of the propo-
sition, and the members and senators
generally are not particularly Intel t-

Continued on Fourth Pape.
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