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Duchs says the pro-
a little further on, it
' to the length of the per-

nlot has been elim-

vou ha

seen the performance
Anna Held and the aggrega-

ive

t inine beauty surrounding
he never miss the plot. You
v gaze in amazement on the
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MARION IVELL.

‘ what if it does?
tune.

Descending to earth agalin, reference
was made to Miss Held’'s comedians
| of the genus homo, who afford the con-
trast to occasionally rest the dazzled
eye. They are that exceedingly clever
actor George Marion, whose Italian
dialect specialities first attracted at-
tention to him, Joseph W. Herbert,

That's their misfor-

|

THREE OF THE PRINCIPALS.

JOSEPH SHEEHAN.
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has always 1f¥ed on the farm and who AMUSEMENTS,
is a somnambulist, emerges from the y
house, walking in his sleep. The mur- e

taken advantage of by the management
to make this organization one of great-
est excellence and the artistic growth
of the company has been steady and
as rapid as sound development along all
essential lines rendered possible since
its organization. From season to sea-
son the best and most promising ma-
terial has been retained, hopeless
voices weeded out of the chorus and
singers of merit and high repute added
from time to time.

It is a compliment to the musical
taste of the Twin Cities that St. Paul
and Minneapolis have been mcludr:d
among the few cities which will hear
this company in the brilliant repertoire
that has been selected for the engage-
ment. The critics of all the other cities
which have been visited thus far tk!ls
season have been unanimous in lavish-
ing the most unstinted pra.ise upon
the organization as a whole, its artist-
fc merits, its scenery, its ('ostumps.
and its orchestra and the repertoire
to .be presented has been (~:1_rofully
gelected with the view to pleasing all
musical tastes.

The artistic and numerical sxr.rzngth
of ‘this company as it is constituted
this season provides for three :
of equal merit, and in this connection
it may be remarked that the plan of al-
| ternating the principals has given the
| (lastle Square Opera company the

proud record of over 4,000 perform-
ances without a bill being changed,
once it has been officially announced
by the management.

The principals of the nrgun!'/,ufirm
include five sopranos. Adelaide Nor-
wood, Gertrude Rennyson, Norma Ro-

casts

{ shows

derer slips nife with which the
crime was gﬁﬂfﬂtted into the hand
of the sleeping youth, who a moment
later stumbles over the prostrate form
of the farmer, awakes, and thinks he
has killed his step-father in a dream.
He s forthwith accused by his step-
brother and conwiction follows, but is
saved by hislsweetheart who discovers
evidence againstithe real murderer.

The charadters of the play have been
intrusted to-what is said to be‘a com-
petent company the leading members
of which are Hal Brown, Miss Ger-
trude Swiggett -and Miss Julia West.
The engagement will be for one week
with the usual matinees.

THE STAR.

Tom Miner will present his Bohemian
‘Burlesquers at the Star today. The
performance is a spectacular musical
extravaganza, in three acts, the cast
being a large one and the parts in cap-
able hands. Charles Burke, the come-
dian, is well known in this city, and in
the character of Ketchum Nit has am-
ple scope for his ability. Act one
the interior of an up-to-date
drug store, and from- the rise of the
curtain the fun eommences, and bright
musical numbers are introduced in
rapid succession. The costuming and
action of these numbers are praise-
worthy. :

During the action of the play speclal-
ties are introduced by Johnsen and
Hilliard, in a clever travesty entitled
“Fifth Avenue to the Bowery;” Miss
Grace -La Rué and her musical pick-
i aninnies present an entertainihg act;
Campbell'and Matthews do a very fun-
ny take-off on “Virginius,” and Edna
Davenport is a phenomenal buck dane-
er, the best ever seen in this theater.
Master Nichols*Wright will sing beau-
tiful illustrated ‘songs. The ¥oung man
has a fine range of voice. Andy Gard-
ner, the bhoy of mischler, has things all
his own way in the second act, the
dressing room of a circus tent, in which
a wrestling match takes place. Act
third is the Diamond Palace hotel, and

mano, Maude Ramey, Padger Watrous.
The contraltos are Marion Ivell, Ethel
Houston Du Fre, Claude Albright. The
tenors are Joseph Sheehan,

basses Francis J. Boyle and Parker
Combs. y

A great feature with the organization
jand one which has received most favor-
| able comment everywhere is the cho-

rus. Numerically it is stronger now
than it has ever been before and its
ensemble singing bas enlisted com- |

ment of the most favorable character.
The orchestra, likewise, has been en-

NORMA ROMANO.

Castle Square Opera Company.

Castle Square Opera Company. Castle Square Opera Company.
man who would presume to criticise “_'hos«- grolesue caricature of an impos-
the show because he could find no plot. | Sible s\\'i];zlxxing tf‘;u-her ;u-zu:llly Brows
Yet there are such malcontents. funny, after lh'» first act, Knox Wilsen,
T = a : . . whose concertina and saxophone spe-

For it is a beauty show primarily | G 1i¥ie provoke insistent encores, and

B secondarily, the dimunitive Franz Ebert, who is
not to say that its whole | an artist to his littlest finger tips.

v is in the display of female Marion is an actor, a fact amply

s, for it does not by any dlﬁmunsuutycd w hoq he -:l.\b'.Ul]l(‘f‘ the

. s disguise of an Italian organ grinder.

X Miss ,”"M has also surr ‘.'lm""'l This speciality, in which he is strenu-

: ::E:”\- ‘l:;"lli‘ ;“::f‘uli"l’:hh\:,lﬁ”lllr:l ously and gracefully assisted by the

I 1 ( ‘Tous situs S <

and specialities which
iginal and entertain-

in

terpsichorean accompaniment furnish-
ed by Marguerite Favart, is one of the
| most enjovable of all.

fas Never think for a mo- | "y ) .var gid think that the art of be-
ment that when the girls are not on | ing funny was indigenous to Joe Her-
the's .‘ time 1‘.1‘4,‘*. A']‘,'\lll‘.\' 5:‘.-“(.711111 is | bert, but he comes nearer to it than
ofitably a 'l '.11Il.“>u]) employed In | .vor pefore in this vehicle. It is re-
amusing the beholde: . . | freshing to hear the English language
Phere is not a single tedlous interval spoken as he speaks it with that incig-

1 I the is of a time-filler.

from the expressive ver .
ular there is “something doing” all
ind something clever at that.
Id had nothing
s to commend her to the
she would be might pop-
ss the fact that she chal-
arison with a galaxy of
beautiful womeg, and
s naught. If she did, the writer
to note that her luster was
ned. But when you add to her un-
1lable physical graces the posses-
sion of unmistakable histrionic talent,
as manifested by her powers of facial

expression, the intelligence that domi-
n: every word and action, the fit-
n and appropriateness of her de-
meanor, the keen appreciation of the
sentiment she conveys—you have a
combination that the theater-going

public has quite naturally found irre-
sistible,

Some misguided commentators—not
many to be sure—have betrayed their
unfortunate inability to see anything
more than this little woman’s beauty
of person. Let us deplore their infirm-
ity, not remonstrate or argue _with
them. To do so would be to set up
4 man of straw to be blown away by
& mere zephyr.

I could not help but feel that the
nost eloquent expression of the Held’s
found its vent in the little snatch
song she sings in her native tongue
ovening of the second act. It
gem—as she sang it—with volumes
meaning. It seemed too bad for her
lover to enter the room and so put an

is

o1

end to it after only one verse. Just
one more stanza it surely deserves,
while her ardent admirer cools his

heels and his heart outside,

But something about the girls who
constitute the brilliant setting, for
Miss Held like “good wine needs no
bush.”

Nothing quite so potent in the way
of a composite beauty show has ever
been exhibited upon the local stage
within the writer's recollection. The
spectacle of the twelve richly gowned
"Sadie” girls who drop into the bou-
of Claire de Brion in the second
. Is captivating, not to say confus -
Perhaps exasperating is even a
ter word to express the sensation
used by trying to pick out the pret-
fest face, the finest figure, the sweet-

gown. It is certain you can’t make

’
e
b b
b
«
t

all three decisions in one evening’s
study. Tall, graceful and lissom is
every figure, pretty and animated

is every face, rich and superb in fit is
every gown. What are you going to
do? Nothing but sit back, gaze upon
the vision and admire.

This may sound somewhat tropical
or even hyperbolic to those who have
not beheld these radiently robed crea-
tures with Anna Held sparkling in -the
very center of the constellation® But

but her |

DEFECTIVE PAGE

ive, distinct enunciation
cates that he can “spell all the words
that he uses,” an accomplishment for
which some of *“these, our actors,” are
not distinguished.
| As for IFranz Ebert, he is immensely
funny, if such a big word can be prop-
erly applied to such a mite of a fellow.

It would be a pleasure to speak in
i enthusiastic terms of the music fur-
nished by the fecund Reginal De Ko-
ven and the libretto of the prolific
Harry B. Smith, but it wouldn't be
fair to some of their more pretentious
efforts—"“Robin Hood,” for insts-:ce.
“The Little Duchess” doesn’t pretend
to be a comic opera—but only a vehicle
in which to display Anna Held and her
fair exponents of beauty under warm
tints, and give her comedians an on-
portunity to excite laughter. So never
mind Reggie’s score, which is dotted
here and there with catchy tuneg and
don’'t look for Gilbert's equisite En-
glish and pungent wit in Harry's dia-
logue.

Be satisfieq with a efenuine show,
sparkling with life, light, beauty and
kaleidoscopic color.

which indi-

—Fred G. Hunt.

GRAND OPERA AT METROPOLITAN

The able manner in which the first
two operas of the present grand opera
festival in the Twin Cities were put
upon the stage and sung at the Metro-
| politan in Minneapolis holds out a
: bright future for the remainder of the
engagement of the Castle Square com-
pany. Both “Il Trovatore” and “Faust”
won the highest praise from all and
from every point of view.

The coming week is to be the second
of the festival of song and it will open
at the Metropolitan in this city on
Monday evening. Grand opera in Eng-
lish has been the aim of many im-
pressarios to produce successfully at a
reasonable price, but it has remained
for Henry W. Savage to solve the prob-
| lem, for this organization bhas long
1 proved a delightful feature in the mu-
| sic of this country, and this coming
| engagement in the Twin Cities promises

to be worthy of the attention of all
true lovers of the best that is to be
found in music, for the reason that
Mr. Savage's organization is stronger
and better equipped than ever before in
its history.

It is a fact worthy of special note
that the Castle Square Opera com-
pany as now constituted is one of the
great educational factors in the
music of the country, for the prices
which obtain during its engagements
are such as to place the compositions
of the great masters within the reach
of all and at the same time to popu-
larize grand opera sung in our own
tongue. 3

Eveyy po§sible opportunity has been

thuslastically received In all of the
citles thus far visited by the organi-
zation. It is under the able direction
of Mr. N. B. Emanuel, one of the best
known European operatic conductors.

As to the productions themselves,
nothing couid better indicate the con-
scientious endeavor of the management
to give the music-loving public the
greatest possible values at prices that
are reasonable in tee extreme, than
the lengths it has gone in providing
mountings and stage investiture for all
the oper

For the coming week at the Metro-
politan two faverite works have been
selected for presentation. They~ are
Wagner's “Lohengrin” and Balfe's
“Bohemian Girl.” “Lonengrin” will bé
presented on Monday, Thursday °© and
V evenings and at the Wednes-
] matir and “The 3ohemian
Girl” en T lay, Wednesday and Fri-
day evenings, and at the Saturday
matinee.

In the cast of the Wagner opera will
be found the names of Mr. Sheehan or
Mr. Gerhardi in the title role, Miss
Rennyson as Elsa, Miss Du Fre as Or-
trud and Mr. Goff as Telrmund. Miss
Norwood is to sing all of the Arlines
in the “Bohemian Girl;” Miss Ivell all
of the Queens of the Gypsies, and Mr.
Carrier all of the Counts. The tenor
role will be divided between Mr.
D’Aubigne and Mr. Sheehan, each of.
whom will sing it twice.

The second week in Minneapolis, the
week of March 29, is to open with a
grand sacred concert, which enlists the
services of the entire company and
which includes Rossini's beautiful Lat-
in hymn, “Stabat Mater.” The cperas
for the second week in Minneapolis
will be Bizet's “Carmen” and Wagner's
“Tannhauser.” The second week in St.
Paul is to open with a sacred concert
April 5, and like the concert of the pre-
vious Sunday in Minneapolis, will en-
list the services of the entire company
and is to include Gounod's delightful
“The St. Cecelia,” and the operas for
that week will be Verdi’'s “Aida” and
Flotow’s “Martha.” This engagement
should be a most important one to the
music lovers, for the repertoire is such
that it appeals to all classes.

THE GRAND.

The Grand offers for its attraction
this week one of last season's melo-

Lloyd |

D!Aubigne, Piero Gherardi, “(‘h-'.l!']v.\' |
Fulton. The baritones are Winnifred
Goff and Francis Carrier, and the

here f§ where the fun is continuous.
Mr. Miner snd his Bohemian Bur-
lesquers will doubtless play to a ca-
pacity business at every performance
throughout the week.

PUNCTURES A FALLACY.

i James O'Neifl Says No Good Play is

Over Heads of People.

“There Is a common saying,” says
James O'Neill, “which is often used in
our business, when a good pilay does
not make money, that it is over the
heads of the people; this, to my think-
ing, is a fallaey.: Nothing that is good
is over the heads of the people, for
the average American is very bright.
An evidence of this fact may be ob-
served in the newsboys; he certainly
has very little education, but if any-
one thinks that he is dense I must fall
out with his judgment. Few people
enjoy Shakespeare more than the street
gamin, hence I say nothing is over the
heads of the people. DBut there is a
great deal in custom and it takes a lit-
tle while to acquire a liking for olives,
or to get out of the habit of eating with
vour knife. v

“There is a very thrifty town on the
northwestern ceast of thig  country,
which, "on @ecount of its_isolation sel-

dom sees a classic performance.
‘Grimes’s Cellar Door’ and ‘MecGonni-
gal's Wedding’' are big shows in this

town and can easily draw a $500 house.
No raiiroad runs into Castoria, but the
traffic Jby.boat and ocean traders is
wonderful. The town is-richs indus-
trious and“peaceful. I was once in-
duced (o go there and selected for per-
formance a Shakesperecan play; my ad-
vance agent sent back some queer sto-

METRO

POLITAN |

L. N. SCOTT, Less22 and Maaazer.

Evanings at 8 p. m,  Matinees at 2 p. m.

Beginning Tomorrow Night * 923 cr

GRAND OPERA

RAND CPERA

NIGHTS AND SATURDAY MATINEE
50¢, 75¢, $1.00, $1.50

Henry W. Savage Presents

IN ENGLISH

FOFULAR MAT. WED.
50¢, 75¢, $1.00
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and wore a fuil dress suit in the street
at noonday. Idic as I the agent whaut
play we would put up and was taid
‘As You Like It

*“*Not as I like,” replied the manager.
‘We will be pleased with anything yvou
wish te give up.” The agent tried to
explain that it was a Shakespearean
comedy, bwnut Imginm:n‘zumn fell flat,
for the dancing ma allowed that
Shakespeuare i:;td. never been to  the

dramas entitled “A Ragged Hero.” The
story is founded on occurrences in the
daily routine life in a New Englsnd |
village. Most of the characters are rec-
ognized types. The drama contains a !
number of thrills and climaxes. i

The central figure of the play is an |
outcast whose life has been \\'Pecked'
by a villain’s perfidy. While he is the i
typical tramp and indulges in no end
of antics, the serious side of the story }
is never lost sight of. He has a faculty
of bobbing up at the right moment, and |
his heroic deeds are an important fac-
tor in the development of the plot. He !
is not the comic paper type of “hobo,”
however, but an unfortunate fellow
whose domestic troubles have driven
him first to drink and then to the road.
He is a genial 'character, notwithstand-.
ing his many faults. This character
will Be. portrayed by Hal Brown, The
story of the play is as follows:

A wealthy farmer’s profligate - son
robs the bank in which he is employed
and then implores his father to save
him from the disgrace and imprison-
ment. The parent refuses and a quar-
rel ensues which culminates in the
murder of the old man: At this junc-
ture the profligate’s stepbrother,. who

| To this the
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Muldoon’'s.

“Well, to make a long story narrois,
if ever we. go to the coast agdin they
swear that they will bring us to- Cas-
toria if they have to send a fleet of
sealers to San Francisco to get-us.
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THE HILARIOUS MUSICAL COMEDY

March 29| Bolivar's Bu

vannah, Charleston, Richmond, Norfolk |
and New York follow. His repertory will
include “Rip Van Winkle,” “The Rivals,” |
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- - L
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