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THE AGRICULTURAL SCHOOL BILL,

There appears to be some slight opposition in the
legislature to the Lightly bill, which provides for the
raising of a fund to be used in the erection of addtional
buildings at the state agricultural school. The position
of those in opposition is that it is not safe to make laws
levying special taxes and their contention is ordinarily
sound. But this is a case in which they might, without
violating principles, sink their objections.

The agricultural school should be properly main-
tained. Its value to the state is not to be calculated in
money and no efforts should be spared which will make
for the improvement of the facilities for the proper edu-
cation of those young people who desire to secure a
knowledge of scientific farming. The public has a rath-
er vague idea of the work that is beiftg done at the
school. There is a general impression that farmers are
ground out to order. As a matter of fact, the great
value of the school to the state is in its investigations in
the experimental field. The study of grains and the re-
sult of actnal experiments have been of more value to the
farmers of Minnesota in a single year than the total cost
of the building and maintenance of the school since it
was established. Nothing should be done that might
cripple this scheme of investigation and nothing left un-
done that would enlarge the field of usefulness of the
college.

The Lightly bill provides for the addition of one-
fifth of a mill to the tax levy. This will yield a revenue
of about $150,000 to be used in the erection of necessary
buildings. The regents of the university propose to put
all the money into a main building in which several of
the departments may be housed. At present the depart-
ments are distributed about the grounds in‘a manner
that seriously interferes with the work of the faculty and
students.

The state is spending money lavishly for much less
important institutions and there should be no hesitancy
about passing the Lightly bill. The state will approve
the act and the members who are opposed to making an
addition to the tax levy may very well put aside their ob-
jections when considering this bill.

Tle paucity of hosts at the reception given the ad-
miral in Minneapolis must have made the old seadog
think that the reception committee was trying to do
things on the Schley.

——

THE KING IN PARIS.

For the first time in his life Edward of England will
visit Paris officially May 1. The event is worthy of note
from the fact that it may be the forerunner 6f a new un-
derstanding between France and England and have some
effect upon world politics. :

The last time that a sovereign of England visited
Paris there was a Napoleon on the throne and the event
was notable because it established the position of the
Empress Eugenie among the royalties of Europe. Queen
Victoria was as great a stickler for the rights of royalty
as ever sat upon a throne. Lacking the essentials of roy-
alty in looks and the method of her private life she was
the very type of the royal prerogative. The courts of
Europe looked askance at the woman who had been rais-
ed from the humble position of the Countess of Montijo
to the exalted state of the empress of France. The
queen gave her the hall mark and the friends of the
French empress did not forget it for the queen’s son.

As the Earl of Chester the present king of England
has been a frequent visitor in Paris. There are stories
told of him which make much for the reputation of
Paris as the center of the great world, but neither the
fauburgs nor the republican tuilleries have been aware of
his presence officially. As a private individual he has
seen all of Paris—tout Paris—and has sipped absinthe
at tables set on the boulevards. He has been for many
years a subscriber to the opera and a patron of racing
in France. Now that he intends visiting Paris officially
it will be very different. In spite of the Gallic antipathy
to all that is English there is no doubt of the personal
popularity of Edward, for he is not charged with the nar-
rowness that distinguished his mother. The incidents
that arose out of the Boer war have already been for-
gotten in France and with the close business relations
between France and England that exist now it would not
be surprising if out of this visit there should come a bet-
ter understanding politically. The event will be of im-
portance because it foreshadows a revision of the exist-
ing tariffs and is meant to indicate that Great Britain is
not committed to the domination of the Teutonic idea.

Chicago Republicans did not profit by Elijah's sup-
port of their ticket at the recent election, which shows a

prophet is not worth much until he has delivered the
goods.

STEEL TRUST PROFITS.

Under Republican protection the $1,000,000,000
steel trust is prosperous.~ Just how prosperous its em-
ployes are is not shown by the annual report, although
it will be remembered that the big trust had no trouble
in. defeating a strike for higher wages a few months
since.

After paying all expenses for repairs, allowing for
depreciation of plant, renewals, dividends on preferred
and common stocks, the trust had an undivided surplus
of $34.254,000 as a result of its operations for the year.

And now just a word about those dividends on pre-
ferred and common stocks. It is well kiown that at
least half the stock of the $1,000,000,000 trust is water
and nothing but water—it doesn’t represent anything but
the cinch the steel magnates have, thanks to the high
protective tariff enacted by the Republican congress, and
signed by a Republican president. Hence, instead of
paying 7 per cent on preferred stock, it paid at least 14
per cent on actual investment; and instead of paying 4
per cent on common stock it paid 8 per cent on actual
investment—and after paying these usurious dividends
it had $34,000,000 lcft undivided.

The tariff-bred trust has two sources of strength which
make it practically invulnerable: It has a monopoly of the
home market and can exact sich prices as it sees fit from
the llome consumer, who can get no other article; and
it is so strong by reason of its numerous plants that it
can defy its'employes. With the enormous capital at its

command the steel trust can pile up an immense stock of
its product and when its men strike it can shut down for
months and never lose a cent; in fact, it can make more
money, for, under the pretext of lessened supply, it can
raise prices.

But as for the workingman with his dinner bucket—
there is no more in the bucket and the bucket itself costs
more than it did before the trust was organized.

Minneapolis is going in for an auditorium in the top
of her court house. Good idea. Why not use the space
formerly a jail in the St. Paul court house for a like pur-
pose?

THE DANGERS OF PEACE.

The man behind the gun appears to be in the posi-
tion of danger. There have been more men killed in tar-.
get practice with big guns in the American navy than were
sacrificed on shipboard in the Spanish war—even thoqgh
only the accidents of this year be reckoned with. The
catastrophe on the Iowa is the latest in the list and com-
ing as it does within a few weeks after the killing of sev-
eral men on board another man of war by the explosion of
a piece of ordnance, it serves to remind us of the danger
of handling explosives under any conditions. But some
means should be found to protect the enlisted men o
the navy. % =%

It is not to be doubted that the killing of these men
is to be charged to defective ammunition and when shells
are defective it may be regarded as very certain that
somebody is robbing the government by the use of faulty
material. So far as is possible the manufacture of ex-
plosives has been safeguarded. They are handled with
impunity in transportation, but either they do not fit the
guns or the castings are misfits.

There were nine men killed or wounded a few weeks
ago on the Massachusetts and now eight have laid down
their lives or have sustained injuries that will maim them
for life on the Iowa. Army and navy contractors have
been known to take long chances on human life in order
to save money on their contracts. The unsavory odor of
embalmed beef still reeks in the air. Is there an em-
balmed beef combine in the navy department?

While the departments are being investigated it
might be as well to fix, if possible, the blame for the loss
of life in the turrets of the American battleships. Flesh
and blood is cheap, but not so cheap that we can afford
to kill off our fighting men to the end that government
contractors may wax fatter.

Now that the cyclone b.clt has moved down South
it is probable that the banana will fail to grow as it used
to in South Dakota.

ROOSEVELT SUITS THEM.

Roosevelt’s declaration in his Minneapolis speech
that the tariff must not be disturbed and that the trust
question is entirely apart from the tariff question satis-
fies the trusts. They are for Roosevelt just as heartily
as they were for McKinley. They will give their money
just as lavishly to elect him. & g

Hanna, Platt, Quay and the other Republican lead-
ers hate Roosevelt thoroughly and would like to beat
him for the nomination, but these same bosses are de-
pendent upon the favor of the trusts for their continu-
ance in office, and they will do the trust’s bidding meelkly-
if not joyfully. : PAe—

The only opposition to Roosevelt in the Republicag,
party comes from the stock speculators and owners of
speculative stocks. These men fear him, for there is no
telling at sundown what he may do over night to sexy'iﬁ
stocks plunging toward the bottom, thus wiping out tllgN
investments and the profits of the speculators and the
owners of trust stocks. And in the morning no one cdt
foretell what he will do before sundown to bring on a4
stock panic. So there is fear and trembling in Wall,
street and its dependencies. =

Having pledged himself in public to maintain the
high protective tariff the trusts are at ease, and as the
trusts own the Republican party, body and soul, the in-
surgents of the Hanna, Platt, Quay and Elkins kind w1LL
be compelled to lump it if they don’t like it.

Roosevelt for president!
Let the trusts alone for platform!

T

Navigation will open next week and Minneapolis witk
be invited to come over and witness the arrival of 't‘&?
first of the fleet. g

THE DUTCH MAY LOSE HOLLAN'D.

It has been known in Europe for years that Emperor
William has been looking covetously on Holland. He
has insisted that the little Dutch kingdom belonged
properly to the great German empire, of which he is the
ruler.

At this time there is trouble in the little kingdom
ruled by the little queen. Strikes are many and strikers
unruly, and there is talk that Wilhelmina may call upon
Wilhelm for troops to quell the disturbances. .

And there is much speculation as to the result if the
emperor’s troops should once invade the little kingdom.
Many believe the troops would never leave, but that they
would be followed by more, and the kingdom absorbed
by the empire, as has been the wish of the kaiser for
years.

Doubtless Queen Wilhelmina is aware of this possi-
bility and will not ask for neighborly aid, howéver sorely
tried by turbulent conditions in Holland. There is no
dissatisfaction with the government of Holland, although
the strikes are on government owned railroads, but a
great deal of bitterness might promptly develop should
troops employ harsh means to break the strike and re-
store order.

The integrity of Holland will be menaced should for-
eign troops cross the boundary to pteserve domestic

peace, \

The Tanke drama at St. James is apparently not
much of a hit with the gentleman who is playing the
name part.

The attorney general and the governor are still
about even in the bouquet throwing on the outcome ot
the merger case.

Roosevelt is more at ease among the tame bears of
Yellowstone park than with the Wall street variety.

' SOME SELECTED GPINIONS.

The Steel Trust Unafraid.

From the Rochester (N. Y.) Herald.

The “Iowa idea” is all well enough for those states-
men who represent the agricultural districts of the West”
and who do not have to rely upon trust contributions to
their campaign funds to obtain a re-election. But a pres-
ident’s view of ecoromic policy must be much broader.
It must not overlook the possibilities of stress and strin-
gency in the party treasury in 1904. So the steel trust
is undisturbed by the dissenting voices from Iowa and
the Northwest. It has been watching the senate and lis-
tening to the president’s recantations of his tariff reform
promises, and it can assure its English rivals that the
tariff will remain untouched as long as revision depends
upon Mr. Roosevelt and a Republican ébh'greséﬁ 3

-

—_—

Trying to Suppress Facts.

From the Milwaukee Journal.
Pressure of all kinds is brought to bear on the presi-
dent to put a stop to the investigation of the postoffice
department. Perry S. Heath, of Cuban unsavory fame
secretary of the national Repulfiican commtittee, has ap-,
peared, and so has James S. Clarkson, once the “axman”
in the department, urging a cessation of the inquiry. The
rottenness of the one department of government held up
as a sample of. municipal management is something
amazing, even in these times of big hauls from

{ fving in the upper register,.was heard

4»7 Commencfng tomorrow evening, for'

1 The advance

the treas- |

Bute to the divine pas-
ger,” was the offering ot
ihdre Opera company at
the Metropolit§® last night. e g
egdary. to know the story
b drink in- the beauty
danusie, but if the hear-
er happens to be on familiar terms
with it, he or she will experience a
musical ecstasy far in excess of that
vouchsafed to:#fhe stranger to the
work. FRY T N

‘When it i3 remembered that Wag-
‘ner wrote the-ferds of his operas, the
complete wedding of the music to the
'sentiment is explained. It is this sym-
‘pathetic weldingiof -music and the dra..
ma by this suppeme “genius that has
€ndowed his creations with immor-
tality.. For. they pepresent the high-
est types of both.

Miss Rennyson and Mr. Goff—Eliza-
bet and Wolfram—achieved artistic
distinction last night. They sang ad-
mirably apd acted with fervor
throughout.

Mr. Gherardi, one could not help but
note was overweighted veocally with the
title role, albeit he atoned much by the
Intensity of his acting. It is greatly to
his credit that in the last and: most ex-
acting scene of all, he proved the most
expressive and effective. Favored with
a pleasing stage’presence, innate dra-
matic instinct, and a sound voice, he
presents a most satisfactory composite,
that many an operatic tenor might well
envy. He flatted once at the top of a
climax, but that was his sole offense.

It is a pleasure to commend the Eliz-
abeth of Miss Rennyson. Her embodi-
ment of this vestal virgin appealed
convincingly to the eye, mind and heart.
She was the plcture of meodesty, re-
finement and honesty. She sang glori-
ously. Her fine dramatic soprano is
surely attuned to the Wagnerian muse.
She sings with apparent ease and pur-
ity of tone in all registers. Her voice
is not phenomenally high, and lacks a
trifie of the plaintive lachrymose qual-
ity, so effective, say in “La Traviata,”
but Wagner’s heroines are stoics who
abjure tears gor the most part—and
Rennyson shines in them. She was in
excellent voice last night. To hear her
sing the final supplication was a posi-
tive recreation. A highly promising ar-
tist is this woman, whom the alleged
musical patrons of the Twin Cifies
may not be able to hear at the same
price again. c

Another artist adorned the east, Mr.
Goff, who impersonated Wolfram.
Here is an operatic baritone, whose
work stamps him high. He has pres-
ence, he has histrionic ability, he has
volce. The audience first recognized
him when he sang the love ode to Eliz-
abeth. The applause was not, however,
commensurate with the achievement.
In the last act, Mr. Goff sang the
“Evening Star” song with fine expres-
sion. Applause would have jarred
upon the scene. To the credit of the
audience, there was no demonstra-
tion, which. was in itself a tribute to
the atmosphere created by the singer.

Mr. Boyle appeered in the role of
the Landgrace of Thuringla. His big
bass voice,"which is especially satis-

to better advantage than Tn any other
role which he has assumed in this city.
His tendency to slur intervals was ab-
sent. Every tone was distinct and not
Eun into,mﬁ next note.

In the s
“the yotmE™'shepherd be¥g.who sings.
manym.gvithout a note of orches-
tral support, Miss Du Pre*acquitted®
herseiamest creditably. She.was re-
warded w, merited applause. The
Venus of Miss Ramey was quite ac-
ceptable. = g -y
.30 opulent is the muslc of the pll-
grims’ majestic chorus that one could
p-not- help but wish that a hundred men
were emploged to sing it, even though
["that desire might be extravagant. It
| must be confessed that it was thade-
quate in volume, but it was neverthes
-less deservedly applauded. So, too,
with the chorus in the throne scene.
The sopranos and tenors just miss the
climaxes.
_All manger of praise is due M ]

anuel, the director ang his orches=:
tra, which rendered efﬂl%%n support.

kg —Fred G. Hunt,

. The Castle Square Opera company
willeclose its engagement at the Met-
ropolitan opera house with two per-
formances today, presenting “Tann-
F'hauser” at the matinee and “Aida” at®
“the evening performance,

four nights and a Wednesday matinee,
| Frank L. Pendpy’'s “The Chaperons”
will be the, t the “Metropolitan.

e _t_seat\x_ls promising.

“At Cripple Creek” will close its en-
gagement at the Grand with perform-
ances this afternoon and evening.

Tomorrgw, night the Gefman dialect

mw ¢ singer, Al H. Wilson,
gill.%mﬁn 81'114 ek’s engagement at the
- Grand in ‘Hew romantic play, “A
Prinee of Tatigrs.” sl

The ladies’ &natmee at the Star yes-
.terday afternoon was very largely at-
tended. The City Sports company gives
a performancd that is strong in vaude-
ville parts. The company will close its
(tengagement with-4he two performances

oday.

James O'Neill, in'“The Manxman,”
will be seen at the Metropolitan. for
the first-half of the week, beginning
Sunday, April 19. May Buckley, who
was“such ‘a favorite here in the stock
company two years ago, is the leading
lady of the company.

Miss Mary Shaw will play an en-
gagement at the Metropolitan opera
house of one week, begining Thursday,
April 23, in Ibsen’s “Ghosts.”

———

TODAY’S WEATHER.

Minnesota—Rain Saturday; high east
winds. Sunday fair; colder.

Upper Michigan—Rain Saturday. Sun-
day rain or snow and colder; high east
winds Saturday.

Wisconsin—Rain and warmer Saturday;
high east winds Sunday; fair; colder.

Montana—Rain or snow Saturday, ex-
cept in extreme northwest portion: much
colder in_east portion.. Sunday fair.

North Dakota—Rain or snow and much
colder Saturday. Sunday fair.

South Dakota—Rain and much colder
Saturday. Sunday fair.

ITowa—Rain Saturday; colder in extreme
west portion. Sunday fair; colder.

. St. Paul — Yesterday’s temperatures,
taken by the United States weather bu-
reau, St. Paul, \'§ . Oliver, -observer, for

the twenty-four fheurs ended at 7 o'clock
last night—Baropefer corrected for tem-
perature and elevation. Highest tempera-
ture, 52; lowest perature; 45; average
temperature, 483 Hz'range. 7, barome-
ter, 29.82; humidity, 74; precipitation,_ 27;
7 p. m. tempeﬂ-t e, 456; 7.p. m. wind,
east; weather, glbudy. - N o
Yesterday's Temperatures—
*SpmIHigh! *$pmH
Alpena .......36 4dlJacksenville .68 76
Battleford ....34 ..!Kansas City ,.76 78
Bismarck ....52 68/Marquette ....40 50
Buffalo ...... 40 44 Milwaukee 42 4
....50¢ 54|Montgomery
@/ Montrea] =,

2

34 Nashville .. 72..78

..a8 ew_%glpans._.ﬂz 80

....... 44 New  York ..64 66

6 orfolk = ..., 56 - 64

<=2.46 North Platte ..74 76

Davenport .,.52 mBha 3. 508, 2 82
Des Moines § Philadelphia ,.58 64
Detrolt ~ii.. 5t 8 ittsburg .....58 60
Puluth ™ i35 40 42|Qu’Appelle ....42 ..
Edmonton ....26 ..|'Frisco ....... 0 62
Galveston ....70 72ISt. Louis ..... 62 62
Grand Haven .50 52|Salt.Lake ....36 56
Greén Bay ...44 b52IS. Ste. Marie. 44 5
Helena, .. ..... 42 - 36 Washington ...66 64
Huron ........ 52 ©0S|Winnipeg ......42 .,

*Washington time (7 p. m. St. Paul),
River Bulletin—

Danger® Gauge Change in

Line. | Reading. 24 Hrs.
14 6.9 —0.2
10 2 —0.1
15 8.9 —0.4
30_ 21.6. —0.2

- will remain nearly sta-

ury. Where the political boss is there is plunder,

Men, Women
and Things

The club women of the country are
beginning to tedk about something that
occurred lastryear at the biennial meet-
Ing at Los Angeles. It is certainly
natural that when club women meet
together they do not care particularly
for masculine orators, Why should
they? The majority of them have hus-
bands who tell them all they know in
the privacy of home, and when they
travel miles to a convention which is
avowedly for the advancement of wom-
an, they naturally desire all the new
ideas that can be conjured aup in the
advanced feminine mind. So last year
when it was seen that on the pro-
gramme there was the announcement
of an address by a mere man, many
women did not conceal that they were
bored at the thought and that they had
not come so far to hear what any man
had to say. The whole thing was made
worse when the man hove in sight, for
he was discovered to be small and stout
and with no claim to distinction what-
ever. And more the wonder grew when
he opened his mouth and gave expres-
sion to many mediocre and trite ideas.
How did he get upon the programme?
He did not know as much as the hum-
blest club woman. Some one deter-
mined to discover the cause for him,
and it appeared that the charming
president of *the federation had his
name put on the programme. This but
deepened the mystery. Now it has
come out, for the charming ex-presi-
dent of the federation is spending the
winter in New York and everywherg
that she appears she is followed by a
dumpy, stumpy little man. And club
women who have seen her have good
memories for faces and they recognize
in him the stout little man who made
the poor speech at the biennial. The
ex-president is a widow, and no one
blames the dumpy little man for his
devotion, they only blame her for think-
ing that club women could learn any-
thing from any man in general, and
the stumpy little man in particular.
There will probably never be another
man on the programme unless it be one
who might join the organization and
sink all his mediaeval ideas and en-
deavor to keep up with the feminine
procession.

Publicity Demanded.

It is very hard to wait, and yet there
are some minor details of the wedding
of Miss Thaw, of Pittsburg and Wash-
ington, and the Earl of Yarmouth,
which we may not know for nearly two
weeks. Of course, the Thaws are doing
the best they can and issue bulletins to
the press constantly, and we must re-
member that they cannot tell what they
are going to do until they know them-
selves; come to think of it, that is im-
possible; still we would like to know
more. We have the word of Mrs. Thaw
the the wedding will occur in Pitts-
burg on the 27th of April, and that the
family will leave Washington two
weeks before that day and proceed to
Pittsburg, where they will be joined by
the noble Earl of Yarmouth. The earl
-was . regarded as a poor actor when he
Lappeared on the stage; off the stage he
is exceedingly good. We know, too,
from the public prints that the trouble
threatened by reason of the financial
settlements being not quite satisfactory
to the earl, have been adjusted. One
cannot blame the earl; he has to think
of the future, and if he held out for a

ort but exACHME" part of |vai

‘Taise it was only because he knew what
‘was due his position. Mrs. Thaw is a
woman of sense; she knows that when
an American girl makes an alliance
with a noble house it is due the public
to know all about it, and she has been
working overtime writing proclama-
tions for the press; for this will we
ever remember Mrs. Thaw. But—we
would like to know the time that the
train starts from Washington which
carrles the Thaws to Pittsburg, also
what the bride is going to wear and
who is golng to give her away. Per-
haps it will not be necessary to provide
any one. It is not strange, indeed, it is
but natural curiosity in us to desire to
know the details of an iInternational
|.marriage which makes one more tie to
bind us to the English aristocracy. As
@“nation we rejoice; as a people we

4 have a right to know. However, our

faith {n Mrs. Thaw is firm; it is only a
Fquestion of time when she will tell us
everything, for she realizes that our
rich families stand to us as the royal
families of Europe, and that it is a pub-

lic duty to keep us informed of their
movements.

One More Froak Luncheon.

It is unfortunate that we did not
learn of a unique idea for a luncheon
[in time to have it in its proper setting,

that is during the month of March.
“The luncheon herein described was not
given in a lunatic asylum; it is merely
a suggestion to those who like novelty.
The name of it is “Mad as a March
Hare” luncheon. Use a tablecloth of
green linen; not pink linen, but green
linen. Place a box of sand in the cen-
ter 6f the table in which plant jonquils
and in the middle of this put a fine
stuffed hare. The candles are to have
yellow shades on which are printed
pictures of hares In various positions.
The name cards have tied to them
each the left hind foot of a graveyard
rabbit. This s for luck. Among
other things in this unique repast are
croquets made to resemble ping-pong
balls put on toast, cut in the shape of
racquets. Also aspic jelly made in
the shape of hares nestling in lettuce,
is a most appropriate salad, while the
ice cream is Pistache, served in the
form of cabbages, with chocolate rab-
bit heads in the center, finishes this
appetizing luncheon. It may be added
that if this delectable affair was given
in April, no rules of etiquette or gas-
tronomy would be broken.

Dogs and Husbands,

A man In Chicago feverishly asks
whether a husband should play second
fiddle to a dog. That depends on what
kind of a dog It is. There are dogs
and dogs; also husbands and hus-
bands. Surely in this advanced day,
when mothers’ and other clubs are
telling us how to live and what to do,
it is a strange thing that a man whose
household consists of one wife and one
dog should ask any such questions.
Some things should be taken for
granted, and the less said about them
the better. No woman wants to hurt
her husband’s feelings by drawing
comparisons between him and the dog.
This man should think of Mr. Smoot
and let well enough alone.

B3 - -

Seattle is the latest city to claim
shame fame. A Chicago paper re-
marks, “Westward the course of boodle
takes its way.”

* . -

It is said there is a new comic paper.

Can-it be our own Razoo?
* * *

The president is to be shown the big
families of Iowa. This does not neces-
sarily mean the best families.

* * *

John Kendrick Bangs has lost his
wife. . It must be a comfort to him
that he can see a humorous side to
everything.

- * e+ 3

Someone claims that disease can be
cured by thinking. This ig hard on
persons who have nothing to think

with. —Mab.

‘St. Paul, April 10, 1903,

Left the President Hungry.

BISMARCK, N. D., April 10. — An
amusing event in connection with the
president’s visit occurred at the barbecue,
The president made away with two roast
beef sandwiches, and as he bit a section
out of a third and laid it down to speak
to a friend, someone stole the partially
eaten sandwich and bore it off proudly as
a souvenir of the presidential teeth.

Wires Go Under Ground.

LA CROSSE, Wis.,, April 10.—The La
Crosse Telephone pany has decided to
put all wires on Main street under ground
and the work on the big improvement is

 Pvicinity” of Bt. Panl the

et -/ | i

already started. 1

s

What the Religious World
Is Thinking About and Doing

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON AND YOUNG PEQPLE’S TOPIC

THE CHRISTIAN
AS A CITIZEN

International Sunday School Lesson
for April 199—“The Law of Love.”
Romans xiii.,, 1-14. (Temperance Les-
son.

The next great awakening within the
Christian church in America, it is free-
ly predicted, will be an awakening to
civic righteousness. Already we see
signs of it. The pulpit is beginning to
speak in clear tones; the real leaders
of patriotic sentiment and action are
devoting their best thought to the sub-
ject, and we may expect a wave of po-
litical reform to sweep over the coun-
try that will be but the outward mani-
festation of a deep national, Christian
purpose. As the biggest problems be-
fore the churches in the United States
today relate to citizenship and politics,
so one of the gravest questions con-
fronting the church in Paul's time was
that of the disciples’ duty toward civil
authorities. How should a Christian
act toward heathen rulers, whose au-
thority was bound up with all man-
ner of idolatrous observances? The
question was an important one, espe-
cially to the disciples of Rome, the
fountain head alike of government and
of corruption.

In order to settle some of these
perplexities, Paul wrote this thirteenth
chapter of his letter to the Christians
at Rome, a passage that hag been call-
ed “the Christian citizen's chapter.” Its
counsels may be summed up as these:
Obey your rulers; owe no man any-
thing; love everybody; be vigilant; put
off your old nature, with its fleshly
lusts, and put on the new life that is
in Jesus Christ.

The Corner Stone of the State.

One danger that confronted these
new Christians was that in their new
liberty they might attempt to throw off
all authority and all restraint. Their
teachersg repeatedly warned them that
the spirit of the gospel was not a
spirit of disorder, but of order and
law. Paul here emphasizes the im-
portance of obedience to duly consti-
tuted authority. Christians must obey
their rulers, no matter how bad these
may be. “The worst government is
better than the best anarchy.” Men
can live together only by yielding
obedience to commonly recognized law.

A natural consequence of this teach-
ing is, as the apostle developes it, that
the Christlan must give every man his
due., The gospel way is “straight.”
This is only one of numerous instances
in the New Testament where the gos-
pel touches .practical conduct. A very
free rendering of this seventh verse
might be “Let there be no tax-dodg-
irg, no unpaid bills, no underpaid em-
ployes, no defrauded masters, no
skimping of tasks or lessons, no cheat-
ing of the government, by so much as
a postage stamp, no disrespect to su-
periors and no jealousy of equals.”

The Higher Type.

While emphasizing obedience to hu-
man and particular laws, Paul was not
unmindful that there is a higher and
all-inclusive law. The simplest way to
keep these lesser laws, he declares, is
to obey the supreme law of love, as
laid down and interpreted by Jesus. It
comprehends all other laws. The per-
son who is animated by the spirit of
love, and ever eager to pay his debt of
love to his fellow men and to God, will
have no need of a book of etiquette or
of a copy of the laws of his city or
state,

In the world's greatest novel, “Les
Miserables,” we have a pleture of a
man, Jean Val Jean, who obeyed the
law of love to the uttermost. He fol-
lowed it even to his own apparent hurt;
thus his character rises to a dignity
attained by no other in all the realm
of fiction. He was a good man, a help-
ful cltizen, and a hero, because heloved.
Jean Val Jean followed in the foot-
steps of the One who first clearly
taught and perfectly exemplified the
law of love. Like the Master, no op-
pression, no injustice could make him
hate his fellow men.

Principles Versus Rules,

It is said that the Arabian commen-
tators of Mohammed published a code
containing 75,000 rules; but cases soon
arose to which none of these rules would
apply. We know that in the time of
Jesus the doctors of the law had over-
laid the divine connmandments with
human interpretations and regulations,
as some of the masterpieces of paint-
ing in the old cathedrals were at times
covered with common paint. This
framing of religion into a set of rules
made it a burden too grievous to be
borne. Jesus pierced to the core of the
matter when he enunciated, as the one
essential principle, simple brotherly
love to men and filial love to the Fa-
ther in heaven. “Love is the fulfillment
of the law;” the person who obeys that
new commandment will disobey none
of the older ones. Communities of
Christians have ever made the best
citizens of a state, because they have
endeavored to obey this supreme law.

New Life Under the New Law.

During the late war a man could
not fight under both the red and yel-
low of Spain and the red, white and
blue of the United States. Paul, who
as a stern logician, relentlessly follow-
ed every course of reasoning to its
conclusion, made it plain that whoever
walked this new way, of which he was
a teacher, must cut loose from the old
life. Love's disciples must —simply
must—cast off all works of darkness.
The old life of the flesh must go abso-
lutely. The new life is life in the sun-
light; it is done with the deeds ot
darkness. If Christ's teachings mean
anything, they mean a new manner of
living to those who have walked the
world’s way.

Clean and Strong Citizens.

The lesson committee did not wrest
the Scriptures in call this a temper-
ance lesson. For its plain and princi-
pal teaching is clean living and helpful
brotherly conduct. Its closing exhor-
tation is “Make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.” The
gospel gives to the state citizens who
are pure and powerful; of every
Christian it should be said—

“His strength was as the strength of
ten,
Because his heart was pure.”

The healthiest, wisest, most pros-
perous and happiest nations are those
whose people honor the teachings of
the book of which this lesson is a part.

The Nation’'s Worst Foe.

It is folly,to close our eyes to the
fact that perils beset our national life:
and it is not wisdom to shut our ears
to the voices which proclaim intem-
perance as one of the chief of these.
The words of Lord Wolseley, former
commander-in-chief of the British
army, may be applied to our own land.
He said: “There are yet some great
enemies to be encountered by the
United Kingdom, but the most press-
ing enemy is drink. It kills more than
all our newest weapons of warfare, and
not only destroys the body, but the
mind and soul also.”

The mayor of New York has recent-
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ly come out in open antagonism of the
Liquor Dealers’ association, for he has
found it a potent foe of municipal re-
form. Multiplied experience has shown
that if any line of political corruption
be followed back to its beginning it
will usually be found to pass through
the liquor saloon, if jt does not origi-
nate there.

How the Foe Works.

It is not to be forgotten that, as Mra.
Stevens says, “The assassin of Presi-
dent McKinley imbibed his first les-
sons in anarchy in his father's saloon,
which was the headquarters of anarch-
ists; and a Buffalo saloon was his
home while he was nerving himselif to
do the dreadful deed.” It iIs a rare
c_rimixml case in which liquor does not
figure. Today the most powerful agen-
cy for debauching American manhood
is the saloon. It is degrading the
characters, debasing the affections,
weakening the intellects and emptying
the purses of our citizens at a rate
that should give us pause. There i{s a
pathetic little poem, “How My Boy

Went Down,” which might properly
prucved_frpm the lips of Columbia, al-
though it is written as the plaint of an

individual mother:

“It was on the field of battle,
It was not with a ship at sea;
But a fate far worse than either
- That stole him away from
I‘yy:ls the death in the ruby
That the reason and senses drown;
He drank the alluring poison,
And thus my boy went down.

me
wine cup,

D-)ym from the heights of manhood,
To the depths of disgrace and sin:
Dny.'n to a worthless being, h
From ‘the hope of what might have

been,
For the brand of a beast besotted

He bartered his manhood’s crown:
Through the gate of a sinful pleasure

My poor, weak boy went down.”

Some Temperance Sayings.

Grape julce has killed more than
grape shot.—Spurgeon.

Every moderate drinker could aban=-
don the cup if he would: every ine-
briate would if he could.—John B,
Gough.

Temperance puts wood on the fire,
meal in the barrel, flour in the tub,
money in the purse, credit in the coun-
try, contentment in the house, clothes
on the back and vigor in the body.—
Benjamin Franklin.

William Hargreaves, M. D., after
thorough research, gives the annual
ei(penditun- for strong drink in the
Ln!ted States as $1,464,887,598. Tha
indirect cost of drink, in erime, pauper-
Ism, ete., 1s estimated at $1,678,504,864,
To offset these figures is the revenue
derived from the liquor traffic, which is
$141,000,487.

O thou Invincible spirit of wine, if
thou hast no name to be known by, let
us call thee—devil.—Shakespeare,

THE SUNDAY QUESTION.

Terse Comments on the Uniform Pray-
er Meeting Topics of the Christian
Endeavor Societies, the Baptist
Young People’s Union, Etc., for April
19—“The Sacred Sabbath,” Matt. 12,
1-13.

The Bible deals with principles, and
men in every generation twist these
into rules. Thus in the fourth com-
mandment Jehovah laid down a great
principle, which was to gbtain through-
out the whole of human history. But
in the time of Jesus the ecclesiastical
lawyers had made of It innumerable
rules, governing all of a man’s actions
on the Sabbath. These specific re-
quirements almost nullified the benefi-
cent purpose of the divine command-
ment. So Jesus did not hesitate to go
directly against regulations! He dis-
obeyed the ecclesiastical law, but Ha
kept the Sabbath. His answer to the
horrified and self-righteous scribes and
pharisees reached the heart of the mat-
ter, and is today the best interpreta-
tion of the law of a rest day: “The Sab-
bath was made for man, and not man
for the Sabbath.”

The Sabbath is the best day and
should be put to the best use. It s a
perversion of the spirit of the Mas-
ter’'s words to plead that the Sabbath
was made for man’'s dissipation, idle-
ness or worldly employment. It was
made for the best that is in man; for
his higher, spiritual self, and to keep
clear and deflnite the image of the di-
vine upon his spirit. The Sabbath Is
abused if i1t is not used for the cultiva-
tion of our highest capabllities,

Christ found the Sabbath a day of
restraint and repression; He made it a
day of llberty and helpfulness.

Times change, but principles remain.
The danger is that we shalll fall to
adapt the principles to the changing
conditions. The Sunday question has
been beclouded in many minds by the
endeavor of some to observe the day In
the old-fashioned way. Now, what i3
wanted in this year, 1903, is not a Sab-
bath kept as it was in the days of the
Pilgrim, Puritan and Quaker forefa-
thers, but a day kept in the spirit of the
fourth commandment, and in the spirit
of the teachings of Jesus. This observ-
ance will necessarily differ from that of
our grandfathers, just as our clothes
and home, and transportation, and en-
tire civilization differ from theirs. Wa
should seek a twentleth century Sun-
day, kept In accordonce with the un-
changing principle of the law of God as
enunciated on Mount Sinal, and as In-
terpreted by the example and teachings
of Jesus.

The Sabbath day is a day for devo-
tion. It is the occasion when men
should statedly give themselves to the
cultivation of the interests of the Inner
life.

Because it is a holy day, Sunday
should not be a hard day. Into It
should be put whatever makes for
pure joy, for brightness and for beau-
ty. The Lord {is scarcely acceptably
worshiped unless in “the beauty” of
holiness.

That Sunday falls of its first purposs
which does not bring to men's hearts

thoughts of God. Primarily the day
is a memorial day. It tells of the
goodness of God to the children of
men. Its message is that we are His

children and that He is our Father
and our Lord. It declares that He
cared for us in the day of creation,
and that He cares for us still. For the
Christian Sabbath speaks of the resur-
rection as well as of the creation.

Man's body should rest and his
spirit should exercise on the Sabbath
day.

The difference between the Sabbath
and other days should be emphasized
by every means. For it is a day
apart: its meaning and its purpose
are different from the meaning and
purpose of other days. So even our
attire, which should be best on the
day that is best, as well as our em-
ployments, our reading, our conversa-
tion and our very thoughts, should
have a different character on this day
that is dedicated to God.

One of the anclent religious rites of
the American Indlans was the placing
of a dead man’'s possessions in his
grave. A newspaper in Indian terri-
tory declares that, on account of white
men’'s thievery, the Indians now place
money in the bank and put the certifi-
cate of deposit in the coffin of the dead
Indian!
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