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DISCUSSES PRISON
REFORM AND LYNCHING
Warden Wolfer, of Minnesota,

Gives a Strong Address Be-
fore Prison Association.

LOUISVILLE,Ky., Oct. 3.—The Na-
tional Prison Association of the United
States held the opening session of its
annual congress here tonight, the dele-grates crowding Music hall almost to
suffocation. The opening session was
devoted for the most part to responses
by officers of the association. The con-
gress will continue for six days, and
nearly every state and Canada is rep-
lesented.

The feature of tonight's session was
the address of the president, Henry
.wolfer, warden of the state peniten-
tiary, Stlllwater, Minn. He said:

"I do not think there is any line of
human endeavor in which more rapid ad-vance has been made during the last cen-tury than in prison reform. There is stillmuch to be done. There are still penalinstitutions in so-called civilized coun-tries which are turning out hardenedcriminals by the score; but we have public
sentiment with us now and it.will only be
Sn i,

c*e

* whlie before these reactionistswill be forced to get into line.
"The education of public sentiment hasbeen our most difficult task. Through

our efforts to protect society from thecamlnally inclined and to protect thecriminal from himself, we have learnedmuch, not only of the must approvedtreatment of criminals, but of crimeItself in the abstract. - - c
"From the evolutionary viewpoint, what
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we call evil and crime originated in the
struggle for existence. Such traits of
character as we condemn today were atone time necessary to man in his con-
stant warfare against other organic be-ings. And as long-continued habits be-come fixed, more or less, and as even
when such habits have been partly over-come by external conditions and internaladaptations to them, there still con-
stantly recur reversions to the primitive
type, the evolutionist seems justified inconcluding that criminal tendencies, in-
herited or otherwise, may be the result
of conditions that once forced man to
adapt himself to them in order to main-
tain his existence. Hence crime must al-
ways have existed, but was not always
recognized as such. The men of the
thirtieth century will condemn many ofour practices which we consider entirely
harmless.

"The modern scientist has shown us
that traits of character that have notonly become useless to man, but are
detrimental, are evil, possibly criminal.
The struggle for existence continually
forces man to adopt new methods to meetnew conditions; and as he slowly changes
from one mode of existence into anotherold methods gradually take on the ap-
pearance of evil, while new methods, bet-
ter suited to new conditions, are termed
good. Hence evil and crime are necessary
concomitants of the law of evolution,
or at least of superorgonic evolution.

Indeterminate Sentence and Parole.
"Philanthropists, humanitarians, theo-

rists and practical prison men are agreed
that the Indeterminate sentence and
parole law presents the most feasible
method of dealing with criminals.

"The underlying principle of the law is
sound. It presupposes that the offender,
although he is for the time being opposed
to society and its laws, yet may be trans-
formed into a social being if the useful
traits of character are encouraged and
the vicious ones discouraged. It deals
with the criminal, not with the crime;
and to appreciate the necessity of thisone need but remember that life is cumu-
lative. Nothing is isolated in this world.
There is a cause for each effect. And a
large and emotional school of so-called
criminologists to the contrary notwith-
standing, there is no such thing as acci-dental crime. Accidental criminals are
creations of fervent and overheated im-aginations.

"But while the indeterminate sentence
and parole law is based on a scientificprinciple, and while it has been productive
of much good in the past, and is accom-plishing much today, it will not do to
make a fetich of it and look upon it as apanacea of all social ills or the solutionof the eternal prpblem of crime. Admir-}% ?w tneory. it cannot be gain-
said that it has to a certain extent failedto meet our expectations when put intopiactice. This, however, is not the fault

ON DEBATABLE GROUND

United States Surveyors in the Shadow of the Mountains on the Alaskan Boundary.
of the law. It is due to the carelessness
and inefficiency of those who are selectedto admisister it.

"The indeterminate sentence and parole

AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY.

law. unless it is administered with more
system, care and canservatism than hasbeen exercised in the past, is destined to
become an object of ridicule for practical
men. A law designed To Tfcform criminals
which when put into operation serves to
furnish desperate and dangero..; charac-
ters with an easy means of escaping theconsequence of their vicious lives Is notlikely to become popular with thinking
people. And. to a considerable extent, this»s what the indeterminate sentence law isdoing at the present time. There are far
too many parole breakers. It Is far tooeasy for convicts to .break their paroles
with impunity.

So Thinks at Least One Traveling Man.
I would as soon think of starting out

without my mileage books and grip as to
start out on a trip without a box of Stu-
art's Dyspepsia Tablets in my valise, saida traveling man who represents a St.
Louis hardware house. Why? Because I
have to put up at all kinds of hotels and
boarding houses. I have to eat good, bad
and indifferent food at all hours of the
day and night and I don't believe any
man's stomach will stand that sort of
thing without protest, anyway I know
mine won't. It has to have something to
break the fall and Stuart's Dyspepsia Tab-
lets is the crutch I fall back on.

My friends often "Josh" me about it,
tell me I'm an easy mark for patent medi-cine fakers, that advertised medicines are
humbugs, etc., but I notice that they arenearly always complaining of their achesand pains and poor digestion, while I can
stand most any old kind of fare and feelgood and ready for my work when it needs
me, and I believe I owe my good diges-
tion and sound health to the daily, regu-
lar use of Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets, year
in and year out, and all the "joshing" in
the world will never convince me to thecontrary.

Must Know the Sinners.
we are to get the best results from

the indeterminate sentence and parole law,we must perforce devise some plan bymeans of which we can make ourselvesthoroughly conservant with the lives, hab-
its, associates and temperament of thosein our charge. It is not enough that a
convict has been a good prisoner. It is
not enough that he has shown a disposi-
tion to obey the rules and perform satis-factory work while he is in prison. Be-
fore he is granted, a parole we should
know beyond peradventure what his past
life has been. With such knowledge inour possession we can act with our eyes
open, and if a parole be granted can so
condition it that in cage it is violatedescape will be extremely difficult. Thereis at present entirely too much negligence
displayed in administering the parole law
In some localities it has become almost a

What is needed to prevent frequent
violations of paroles is active co-opera-
tion between the head's' of penal institu-
tions in the various states. The means atpresent employed to' supervise paroled
prisoners are well enough, so far as they
go, but in many states are insufficientand inadequate. The prisoner should notonly be carefully watched and his move-
ments noted, but he should be encouragedto persevere in his well-<Jolng. The war-
t?' 9r the official appointed by him toattend to such matters,; should keep in

touch with the prisoner: encourage him towrite and tell his troubles, and plans andgive him good advice aW?en the oppor-
tunity offers. Above afyifcings, the pris-
oner should be given /to"understand that
it will go hard with liirfi i* he breaks hisparole. And, indeed, tfitH the means of
communication at our.Jjwposal, It shouldbe Impossible for a fflpjj.who has been
measured and photogr&Dhcii by experts toescape identification. ,Jyfd that bringsme to the Bertillon s^tfth.

I used to have heartburn. about three
times a day and a headache about threeor four times a week and after standing
for this for four or five years I began to
look around or a v crutch and- found it
when my doctor told me the best invest-
ment I could make would be a 50-cent box
of Stuart's Dyspepsia Tablets, and Ihaveinvested about 60 cents a month for them
ever since, and when I stop to think that
that is what I spend every day for cigars,
I feel like shaking ; hands .with myself,' for
I can keep my stomach and digestion In
first-class order for 60 .cents a month. -1
don't care for any better life insuranceMy druggist tells me they are the mostpopular of all stomach medicines and that
they have maintained their popularity andsuccess because they do as advertised.
They bring results, and results are what
seOmn & P^ te,nt mediClne as much -as<inselling, barbwlre.

The Bertillon System.

"If the parole law' is to be Universally
adopted, and there is every indication that
such will be the case, a single standard
of measurement and identification is ab-
solutely essential. If the BertiHon .sys-

tem is inadequate, we must invent some
other. But I believe the Bertillon system,
when it is properly employed, will be
found to give full satisfaction.

"The question of establishing a na-tional bureau of identification is now be-
fore congress, and in all probability a law
will be enacted creating such a bureauat the next regular session, as it is ofimportance to us to bring this matterto a rapid conclusion.

"To return to parole breakers. They
must not be permitted to escape. Where
violations occur we must be tireless andunremitting in our efforts to apprehend
the culprits. If we cannot do this we
would better abandon the intermediatesentence and hark back to the old time
sentence once more. In saying this Ihavethe interest of both the prisoner and ofsociety at heart.

"Our business is to build up, to try tostrengthen those who are weak, and to
do what we can to uphold those whoare prone to fall; not to place temptation
in the path of weak men. It is only anexceptionally strong man who can safely
court temptation.

Politics and Prison Management.
"We hear much nowadays about re-moving the judiciary from the realm ofpolitics, and I believe the consensus is

that it should be removed. As theprison, in a way, supplements the bench,
it would seem a necessary corallary that
if one is removed the other should be
also. However, be that as it may, it isunquestionably true that politics and the
best prison management are as antag-
onistic as oil and water.

"To appoint a warden, deputy warden,
or even a subordinate official simply be-
cause he has been an active worker dur-
ing the doubtful moments of a political
campaign, while it may be a friendly
act, is detrimental to the best interests
of society. I even question if it is good
politics; for there is nothing the opposi-
tion relishes more than the opportunity
to attack the party in power with the
weapon furnished by a misgoverned state
institution. And incompetent men are
pretty sure to be poor managers. The
prison has nothing whatever to do with
politics. If it Is properly managed, it
cannot possibly be made an issue of the
campaign, and its management must
work for the best interests of the whole
state, no matter which party is in
power.

"According to my notion, there Is no
room for the theorist, the hobbyist or
the quasi-sentimental student of crimi-
nology in the government of a prison.
It is a business proposition and demands
practical men. The warden or superin-
tendent in particular should be conversant
with every detail of prison affairs. He
should be one who started at the bottom
of the ladder and worked his way up'
through superior ability. A warden or
higher official who has to rely on some

one else to tell him how the institution
should be conducted is as certain to failas he-would be if he undertook the super-
intendence of a factory under like cir-
cumstances.

"Scientific Penology."
"I do not believe penology can be re-

duced to a science. It is hampered with
too many ifs and butg and hows. To
treat all criminals alike in every respect,
and at the same time have in view what
is best for the individual criminal, andfor society, would lead to results alto-gether unsatisfactory. The ultimate aim
of penology should be the protection ofsociety and the reformation of the crimi-
nal. And the treatment that will be con-
ducive to the reformation of one crimi-
nal, may prove altogether abortive whenapplied to another criminal. Even in the
maintenance of discipline criminals of
different temperament require different
treatment.

"As the careful physician makes in-quiry concerning; his patient's physical
condition, and minutely examines the part
or parts affected by disease, and then
selects the drugs which according to hisjudgment will best suit the ascertainedconditions; so the penologist before he
begins a certain mode of treatment should
first make reasonably sure that such
mode of treatment will produce the de-
sired effect. But he is greatly handi-capped. Before he has had time to study
his ward thoroughly, or has had the op-
portunity to ascertain the nature andmagnitude of the criminal's moral in-
firmity, in about 50 per cent of the cases
under the time sentence the criminal's
sentence will have expired and he is
turned loose, it may be unchanged unre-pentant or possibly hardened and more
set in his evil ways. And while it is true
that the general treatment of criminals
in our time is a tremendous improvement
on the treatment accorded criminals in
times past, it is extremely doubtful ifpenology will ever be put upon such a
basis as will entitle it to be classed as a
science.

"Admitting that the best way to reform
a criminal is to set him a good example,
it is still a mooted question how such anexample can best be made to appeal to
the better nature of the criminal.

"The one thing the people fail to under-
stand is that the penologist cannot take
a man and mold him anew, and in a form
more in accordance with accepted notions
of ethics. To speak of penology as a
science is a perversion of terms. Science
should have as a foundation certain

Three Sets of Twins.

fundamental truths or well establish.-<Jfacts; which truths and facts are almostaltogether if not wholly wanting In pen-
ology.

Lynching,
"There Is a spirit of laitlessnesaabroad in the land which has grown

to puch magnitude as to concern every
thinking person in tho country. It hasmanifested itself in lynching*. In the lasttwenty-one and one-half years LVMI per-
sona have been lynched in the 171 ted
States. These lynchings have not been
confined to any particular section, nornave they been the result of any particu-
lar crime. We cannot look with indif-
ference on the widespread moral oblique-
ness indicated by mob rule. I need notsay it is inexcusable. The excuse thatjustice is slow and uncertain is not in
accordance with the facts. In no part ofthe United States would it be diillciilt
to select a jury to adequately punish
those who now fall victims to mob rul<-.
and furthermore it is inexcusable because
it exerts influence on the criminally in-
clined. Violence begets violence, and dis-respect for law and order propagates It-
self.

"We need to get at the root of this
matter, to discover if possible why our
country has been subjected to this con-
flagration of mob rule within the last
two decades.

"Lynching Is frequently condon<-<! on
the ground that the better clan of citi-
zens compose the mobs that perpetrate
the outrages. Even if this assertion Were
true. I cannot see how it could be ac-
cepted in extenuation of the crime; but
there never was anything loss proved or
less probable. Every p^rsion who makes

one of a lynching mob should be treated
as a murderer. Ido not say that when
they are so treated lynching will • •
but I am convinced that the knowledge
that swift and sure justice will follow the
commission of a crime has a salutary
effect on all lawbreakers."

NEW YORK, Oct. 3.—Mrs. John
Beam, of Mitchellsville, N. V., sixty-
five years old, has given birfh to twins.
Her daughter, who lives in the neigh-
boring township, presented her hus-
band twins about the same hour. Be-
fore congratulations were finished Mrs.
Beam's granddaughter sent word that
she had just become the mother of two
healthy children.
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