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NOT A GRAB.
An evening* paper In this city makes

a vicious and unwarranted assault
upon the people of North Dakota on
account of their . demand for such a

change in the national irrigation act
as will permit the funds collected un-

der it to be spent in the states that
contribute them. As the act stands,
the proceeds of public land sales in the

several states are covered into the ir-
rigation fund, and this is available for
carrying out irrigation projects wher-
ever decided upon by the federal au-
thorities. There is no connection be-
tween the origin of the money and the
locality where reservoirs are con-

structed and other improvements made.
At the meeting held in North Dakota
recently, it was urged that the money

should be spent in the states that con-
tributed it, and a bill to that effect is
now before the senate. {\

This is what the contemporary refer-
red to calls "encumbering the policy
with local graft." It argues that the
public lands are federal and not state
property; that money derived from
their sales goes into the federal and
not the state treasury; that irrigation
is a national matter; and that this de- '
mand in which the people of North Da-
kota are practically unanimous, and
•which is seconded not only by their
representatives at Washington but by

the national irrigation authorities as
well, is "scandalous graft."

The people of North Dakota are not
open to any such accusation either in
theory or in fact. Legally, the public
lands in the several states do belong
to the United States government, but
there has been shameful inequality in
dealing with the different states in this
respect. When the older states of the
Union were admitted, they received
from the federal government a free
gift of all public lands within their
boundaries, and these were afterwards
disposed of at their pleasure for state
purposes. At a later period the federal
government asserted its control over
the public lands; but upon the admis-
sion of the state such large grants were
made to it to be held in trust for inter-
nal improvements and the like that it
amounted to a gift in the major part if
not the whole of the public lands. The
newest states got nothing. When they
were admitted,, the government retain-
ed all its holding- except the cus-
tomary grant for education, and these
states have been defrauded in compar-

ison with their older sisters.
If' we start,

(- therefore, to argue on
principles of equity, the funds de-
rived from land sales in the states of
the Northwest should properly go to
the states themselves instead of to the
federal government. The claim of
North Dakota is thus _ historically
proper and fair. Practically, it is very
forceful. Under the irrigation act a
fund of some $15,000,000 has already
been accumulated. The states that
have contributed most to this are
North Dakota and Oregon. From it
they are to derive no present and lit-
tle prospective benefit. Instead of that,
the projects first to be carried out are
located In Nevada, where J2,000,000
fire to bo spent on one reservoir, and
**here there are not enough people in
the whole state to make a city of the
fourth class; and in Arizona,, where
the accrufngr benefits are likewise
wholly prospective; It fs not unreason-

able tfett the people of communities

where an irrigation fund could be used

to great public advantage and whose
public lands are supplying the money

for irrigation projects should demand
some share in its benefits.

Our contemporary is singularly be-
hind the times in assuming that the
demand of North Dakota is inimical to
the irrigation policy. Mr. George H.
Maxwell, who represents the National
Irrigation association, is one of its
most jealous and enthusiastic support-

ers. He has taken a lead in the work

and is probably as well informed upon

its details as any man in the United
States. He is heartily in favor of
granting the demand of North Dakota,

and set forth convincingly the argu-

ments in its favor during his recent
visits to this city. He believes an-.l
says that the people of North Dakota
have right on their side and that the
granting of their demand will popular-

ize the irrigation movement, will open

the eyes of the country to what it
means and what it requires, and will
further instead of retarding irrigation
work.

The question is a large one and one
upon which a man should be well in-

formed before he ventures serious
charges. The framers of the national
irrigation act were pledged to concede

the creation of a general fund, distrib-
uted by official favor from Washington,

when they were pushing their bill

there. The alteration now proposed is
historically just, and would be de-

manded and approved by the people of
those thriving communities which have
given their only value to the very lands
from which the irrigation fund must be
collected. The granting of their re-
quest will not impede, but promote ir-
rigation work. It will distribute it all
over the West, instead of centering it

in a few pet localities. It will consti-
tute an object lesson by which the pub-
lic will be persuaded to grant larger
and more abundant assistance to the
national work.

It ought to be granted, and we be-
lieve that congress will be persuaded

to perform this act of justice. Whether
it is granted or not, we protest in the
name of the people of North Dakota
against the aspersions cast upon them.
What they are asking for is not a grab,
not even the present enjoyment of a

property to which they are denied their
rightful share, but only the adoption of
a policy that shall secure to them
even-handed justice for the future.

A Chicago doctor protests that too

frequent bathing is injurious to the
system. But •if Chicago gives up
its annual bath, how about the health
of the people from~ outside who are
compelled to visit the town?

The action of the Oregon delegation
in congress is almost inconceivable
from a political point of view. These
gentlemen from a state away out at

the jumping off place, a state usually

about as sure to give a Republican

majority as is Vermont, have threaten-
ed the president and the speaker of the
house with their enmity, going "as far
as to predict a Democratic victory in
the state, if they could not have their
way about committee appointments.

Binger Hermann was until recently
commissioner of the general land office.
After leaving that job, for reasons

which Secretary Hitchcock could
doubtless explain if he would, he was
nominated and elected to congress.
Having an extraordinarily good opinion

of himself, he demanded a position on
the rivers and harbors committee.
That was to be expected; but that he
should be backed by the delegation in
the course he took to get it is more

amazing. For there are men in con-
gress from Oregon who understand the
amenities of public life, and men who
are acquainted with "Uncle Joe" Can-
non; and it needed but the slightest
acquaintance with either to tell that
Mr. Hermann was preparing for him-
self a vigorous visitation of the speak-

er's boot.
Mr. Hermann demanded the position

that he thought consonant with his
own importance. He was told that he
could not have It, but that a place on
the insular committee was reserved
for him. Whereupon this daft delega-
tion proceeded to appeal the case to
the president, demanding the conces-
sion of what Hermann wanted, threat-
ening dire disaster if this were not
yielded, and sending a copy of the let-
ter to Speaker Cannon himseif. Of
course that settled it. A president who
should interfere with the constitution
of the house committees in such wise
would be taught to know his place. A
speaker who should yield to such con-
straint would be the butt of his asso-
ciates, if he escaped impeachment and
removal.

OREGON GETS CHESTY.

Mr. Cannon did the only possible
thing by leaving Mr. Hermann off every
important committee. The delegation
can now reduce its inflated chest at lei-
sure; and If it has many performances

like this up its sleeve, there will be
food for serious thought in its predic-
tion that the Democrats may carry
Oregon. Few states would care to be
governed by a party capable of such
asinine politics and such gross personal
and official Improprieties as the Ore-
gon politicians have committed.

The Chicago police department is in.
capable of coping with the criminals
that belong there, and there is small
prospect that the town will be able to
resist successfully the threatened de-

IN THE SHINY EAST.

termination of the Republican national
committee to turn loose there a gang

of spoilsmen on the lake front, using

the national convention for an excuse.

SPOILING FOR WAR*
Gen. MacArthur is oppressed by the

imminence of war with Germany. He
scents trouble in the air—but it is pos-
sible that there is some psychic con-

nection between the nose of him and

the wish that he conceals under the
mantle of prophecy

Something must be done to keep

these heroes of ours from going about
prophesying trouble or starting it.
Since that day when Diediich, German,

steered his craft athwart the hawse of
Dewey, Yankee, in Manila -bay atvA

was directed to heave to or take a

chance of being blown out of the water
there has been a disposition oh the part

of our heroes, nautical and military, to

view with equanimity born of hope the
probability of a war with Germany.

It is going to get us into tremble
eventually—this conversational miscel-
laneousness on the part of those who
are engaged to do our fighting. They

all seem to be impressed with the
idea that diplomacy has gone to the
bad; that the politicians who are sent
to lie abroad for their country don't-
understand the game or are tiding the
imminence of war from their employ-
ers.

There was Coghlan, admiral, who
made the American pig to be hated of
the Germans by his inimitable after-
dinner declamation of "Me Und Gott."
It cost us something like eight million
dollars to settle the trouble that en-
sued and the American sausage ha 3no
champions in Germany yet—except
when it is labeled as a product of the
fatherland. Then Dewey butted in—
with some show of reason, but with
most belligerent seeming. We had
barely got through fixing up. the en-
tente again when Admiral Evans—the
man behind the typewriter—unlimber-

ed his machine and fired a few maga-

zine shots at Prince Henry and his en-
tourage.

We are most unfortunate In our he-
roes. As Nat Goodwin used to say of
the ladies: "There is no getting along

with them—and there is no getting
along without 'em." We ought to ren-
der them dumb—the heroes, not the
ladies—before turning them loose. They
talk iike a flock of Funstons.

Perhaps the patriotic indignation of
the Colombians might have been
checked if they had been declared in
with the ten millions.

The Hon. John Goodnow, sometime
coal merchant, baseball magnate and
political boss, always a bit picturesque
and with a dash of color to the setting

of him, says that the charges that have
been made against him in the state de-
partment are not worth a snap of the
fingers. "The consul doesn't exist who
has held office in the Orient and against
whom charges have not been trumped
up by American adventurers," says
John. There may be something in what
John says—though, to be sure he has
been rather In the habit of snapping
his fingers at charges, and that suc-
cessfully.

Consular duties anywhere East of
Suez are onerous in that they entail
the necessity of hardening one's heart
to the touching touch of the expatriate

who confesses a common country and
party with the consul. It was neces-
sary in the case of Consul Goodnow
that he should steel himself to a cut-
ting edge to resist the approach of the
embarrassed American on his travels,
for he had had some years experience

in Minneapolis politics and had been
in the habit of giving up under pres-
sure of a tale of woe well told. Also he
was unfortunate in his -location.
Shanghai stands in about the same re-
lation to the road followed by foreign
adventurers on the coast of China as
would the homestead of a well-to-do
farmer located at a cross roads to the
way of Weary Willie.

It might therefore be conceived that
John Goodnow must go broke or deny
himself to his fellow countrymen in
distress. Your American who is dis-
tressed in foreign parts is a very dif-
ferent sort of person when he plants

his foot on his native soil and puts

himself in communication with his
congressman. Then he wants revenge
on the viper he has nursed in his tax-
paying bosom and which stung him
when he would have assistance.

It is probable that Mr, Goodnow has
ma-dc some of the litigious Americans
who have appeared in his consular
court to hit only the high places of the
Orient—John was always a bit imperi-
ous in Jiis dealings with those over
whom he was put in authority. Of
course there is the constitution which
defines the rights of the citizen, but
one could hardly expect the constitu-
tion to follow a prisoner into a consu-
lar court in Shanghai. John Goodnow
stands in lieu of the constitution in
Shanghai and we are not going to com-
plain too loudly about him until he is
attacked with more directness than he
is at this juncture.

Prof. Langley is not as foolish as his
aerial navigation theories might indi-
cate. He always sends some other
chap when he turns his airship loose
.for a plunge Into the Potomac,

Contemporary Comment

Sobering Responsibility.
'IMayor Harrison, of Chicago, seems
to :be graftiiaily coming to 'himself. Aft-
er having, .catered to " the red Ifgirt,' to
the e^jteripij^es of vice, thje.mosi
<Jepra\*ed|t|hdencles )in the" life of Chi-

| cago,, Masdr Harrison begins. to- brace
'>up»£*ln-tB&T

recent strike he seems, ;orr
4he wftete^ to have acted in the inter-
'ests of rmbhc peace instead of fa"par-
tisan of disorder, although his sympa-
thies have generally been with muti-
neers. \u0084 Now he issues a sweeping or-
der lor ~ the arrest \u25a0of such loafers and
dangerous ; idlers \u25a0as have recently been
perpetrating J hideous crimes on the
West side.—Boston Journal. • \u25a0

"Grafting" Follows th* Fl»g.
''The gentle art of grafting' extend-

ed to Hawaii just as soon as the Pa-
cific paradise became an .American de-
pendency. Under the administration
of Dole as territorial governor numer-
ous scandals cropped out and sundry
defaulting officials decamped. Report
now comes from Honolulu that a fed-
eral grand jury has accused the legis-
lature of 'systematic aud monumental'
fraud, $50,000 --having, been paid for
work neVer done, or for -excessive over-
charges."—Buffalo Courier.

South Dakota Divorces.
Heretofore many of the state courts

hare fert compeTled to' recognize the
South Dakota "Divorce under all cir-
cumstances. "In the future it is Xo be
hoped that none of them will recognize
it, except where it is based on bona
fide South Dakota citizenship. The
mere fact of the speedy return of a di-
vorced person to his old haunts, imme-
diately after securing his freedom,
should be sufficient proof that the
South Dakota residence was fraudu-
lent.—Chicago Record-Herald.

What Are We Coming To?
The revelations of municipal corrup-

tion in Grand Rapids, Mich., are as bad
in their >Tay? as anything that has oc-
curred. Grand Rapids is not a large
city, but in its sphere it is a represent-
ative one. Are we becoming ,a nation
of boodlers and thieves, or is there yet
chance for reform? —Indianapolis Jour-
nal.

Temperance Among Employes.
Employers in all lines of business

are becoming more and more unwilling
to employ men who drink. Perhaps
their attitude will ultimately solve the
temperance problem, so far as it ap-
plies to men who have an honest desire
to make a decent living.—Ohio State
Journal.

—,
Hantia and His Friends.

Whatev^jf else one may say of Sena-
tor Hannav it is unquestioned that he
stands firmly by his friends, and that
must be all the harder for him to do
when one considers what sort of peo-
ple some of his friends are.—Boston
Transcript.

But First Get the Navy.
When Mr. Hobson succeeds in get-

ting a two and three-fourths billion-
dollar navy he may overcome his nat-
ural modesty long enough to tell the
government the particular hero who
should be placed in command of it.—
Kansas City Star.

Keeping Them Guessing.
The question now heard in high Re-

publican circles is: "Will the Ohio state
convention, which is to meet next
spring to name delegates at large to
the Republican national convention, in-
dorse Roosevelt for the nomination*'—
New York Sun.

But Henri Needs the Rest.
It is a sure sign that Col. Watterson

is mellowing up in his old age when he
confesses he is willingto trust the run-
ning of things to the Almighty.—Balti-
more Herald.

A 6 Big a Hoodoo as Bryan.
It is suspected that there are several

ambitious Democrats in the country
who do not begrudge Judge Parker his
Indorsement by Jerry Simpson.—Kan-
sas City Journal.

Keeping the Audience Worried.
Being a bit foggy it cannot be seen

clearly, just now, whether Senator
Hanna is amicably waltzing with the
president or holding in a clinch. —New
York Telegram.

Is Trying to Dodge the Ravens.
Dowie, in the hands of a receiver, will

be put down by the public sense of hu-
mor in the lists of prophet and loss. —
Baltimore. American.

Badger Heads Yale Committee.
NEW HAVEN, Conn.. Dec. 11.—The

senior class of the Yale law school held
their annual meeting today in preparation
for commencement. J. J. Fisher, of White
Creek. Wis., was chosen chairman of the
class day committee.

Would Reduce Naval Armament.
WASHINGTON, D. C. Dec. 11.—Repre-

sentative Gibson, of Tennessee, today in-
troduced a resolution directed toward the
reduction of the naval armament of the
maritime nations of tke world. It au-
thorizes the president to open negotia-
tions with other countries to this end.

TODAY'S WEATHER

Minnesota—Snow Saturday; colder in
west portion. Sunday fair, except snow in
northeast portion; colder in southwest
portion; increasing west to northwest
winds.

Upper Michigan—lncreasing cloudiness
Saturday, followed by snow. Sunday
snow; increasing west to northwest winds.

Montana —Fair in east; snow in west
portion Saturday; cold wave in east and
south portions. Sunday fair and not so
cold.

North Dakota—Fair Saturday; colder in
east and south portions, with a cold wave.
Sunday fair and not so coid.

South Dakota—Snow and colder Satur-day, with a cold wave. Sunday fair; not
so cold in extreme west portion.

Wisconsin—Snow Saturday; warmer in
east portion. Sunday colder, with fair in
west and snow in east portion; brisk to
high west to north winds.

lowa—Rain or snow Saturday; colder
in northwest portion; cold wave in north-
western portion. Sunday fair; much
colder in central and east portions; brisk
to high winds, becoming northerly.

St. Patil—Yesterday's observations,
taken by the United States weather bu-
reau. St. Paul, W. E. Oliver, observer, for
the twenty-four hours ended at 7 o'clock
last night. Barometer corrected for tem-
perature and elevation. Highest tempera-
ture, 10; lowest temperature, 0; average
temperature, 5; daily range. 10; barom-eter, 29.96; humidity. 84; precipitatton,
.01; 7 p. m. temperature. 8; 7 p. m. wind,
southeast; weather, cloudy.

Yesterday's Temperatures—
»BpmHigh| »BpmHigh

Alpena 18 22|Moorhead ... 14 14
Battleford .\u25a0 —14 —4jMarquette .. 10 18
Buffalo 22 28! Milwaukee .. 16 18Bismarck ..". 6 16!Minnedosa .. —8 6
Boston 34 361 Montgomery 52 58
Calgary 16;Montreal 26 28
Cheyenne ... 18 48 Nashville ... 40 46
Chicago 20 22|New Orleans. 52 68
Cincinnati .. 28 30lNew York .. 30 32
Cleveland .. 22 22|Norfolk 34 38Davenport .. 22 24JN. Platte ... 34. 42
Dcs Moines.. 26 32JOmaha 26 32
Detroit 20 22 Philadelphia 30 34
Duluth 4 lOlPittsburg ... 22 26
Edmonton \u0084 2 4|Qu'Appefie ..—2O 14
Galveston .. 62 64rFrisco 56 58
Gd. Rapids. 22 24|St. Louis ... 32 36
Green Bay . 8 16!Salt Lake ... 34 36
Helena 16 28JS. Ste. Marie 14 22
Huron . 18 20|Washington . 30 36
Jacksonville 48 58] Winnipeg ... —4 8
Kansas City. 34 38| *

•Washington time (7 p. m. St. Paul).
—Below zero-

What the Editors Say
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When the board of control bill was
under discussion the Times passed this
opinion on it. If three men could be
found combining honesty, business
ability and a determination to make
the board non-partisan, the proposed
new system would be a good thing for
the state. We have no reason to ques-
tion the honesty of the present board,
and it may be fairly successful from a
pusiness standpoint, but Indications
certainly point to the fact it is degen-
erating into a mere cog in a political
machine and as such its usefulness is
destined to become seriously impaired.
Just watch and see.—Preston Times.

We rejoice to know that Congress-
men Stevens and Tawney are at work
upon a bill, to be brought before con-
gress, proposing reciprocity with Cana-
da. This particular bill may never get
any nearer adoption than a committee's
waste basket, but it will serve to pave
the way for another and stronger plea.
Minnesota's fine future prosperity de-
pends largely on free trade with Can-
ada. Let us fight for it and vote for
it.—Clay County Herald.

The special session of congress has
been a failure. It was called to do
only one thing, to pass the Cuban
bill. The house has done so, but the
senate has hung it up till the regular
session. The members of congress
will not, however, regard it as a total
failure. They drew the liberal mileage
allowance and traveled on passes, thus
adding something to their income.—
Willmar Tribune.

John Goodnow, of Minneapolis, con-
sul at Shanghai, is in Washington.
Accompanying him are a whole lot of
charges of a very serious character.
Somehow John is usually in company
with such little affairs. Perry Heath,
who is equally well fitted out with
charges, is an old friend of John's, and
he, too, is in Washington—they are
friends. —St. Cloud Times.

If Attorney General Douglas gets
that judgeship, where does Private
Secretary Jamison get off at? After
all, it is not always well to make ap-
pointments to a judgeship not yet va-
cant. The reception of Judge Collins'
candidacy has not been such as to
make him eager to resign the very
desirable office he now holds. —Fari-
bault Journal.

Pork and grain prices continue to go
down; household necessities continue
to soar skywards. Yet are we to con-
sider these divergent tendencies as
evidence of prosperity, or are we to
harmonize them by some blind trust in
the ability of Mark Hanna or other
kindred politician to make good?— Belle
Plaine Herald.

The ardent rays of senatorial indig-
nation ring a halo of prestige around
the semi-bald head of Uncle Joseph G.
Cannon, who does not seem to have
met in the jungles of Washington of-
ficialdom the thing of which he Is
afraid. —Duluth News-Tribune.

Graft follows the flag. There is to
be $16,000,000 of it for the Panama and
Washington political scamps to divide.
Bleeding Uncle Sam's treasury is the
bottom principle in the Panama job
from start to finish.—Freeborn County

Standard.

Happy thought! Why not make Holy
Ray Jones minister to Panama? The
trespass cases can then be pigeonholed
and he would fit th» office like a plug-
ged nickel in a telephone slot. —Red
Wing Argus.

The Union is in hopes that the peo-
ple will give the state administration
such a blow next year as will scatter
it Erfl over the field.—Anoka Union.

Among the (Merrymakers

One Advantage.
"I must admit. Charley, dear," said

young Mrs. Torkins, "that when a lot of
women get together they talk about noth-
ing in particular."

'•Of course they do," was the rather
crusty rejoinder.

"But there's one advantage in that. So
long as they are talking about nothing
in particular they aren't getting any of
those dreadfully expensive tips on the
races." —Washington Star.

Exactly.

"Of course, there is considerable differ-
ence between the hotels conducted on the
European plan and those of the Ameri-
can plan."

"Oh, yes; On the European plan you
merely pay for- what you want, and —""Arid on the American plan you pay for
what you don't get."—Philadelphia
Ledger.

Anything but Mirthful. /
"Yes," said the melancholy man, "his

was indeed a sad pnd."

"How did he die?" asked the inquisitive
party.

"Oh. he didn't die," explained the sor-
rowful chap. "He was one of the end men
of an amateur minstrel show."—Chicago
News.

The Good That Came of It. '
"Her marriage was very unhappy,

wasn't it?"
"O! no, she considers it very fortunate."
"Why, I understand she was divorced."
"Yes, and her divorce was the open-

ing of her stage career which is now
very promising."—Philadelphia Press.

Why He Complained.

Gritty George—Sleep well last night,
pard?

Dusty Dennis—No; I had on a paper
undershirt.

Gritty George—What of dat?
Dusty Dennis —It was a comic paper,

an" I was tickled.—Chicago News.

Automoblllng in the Wooly West
Jimmie Zipper (touring through Ari-

zona in his Red Garroter) —Ah, I say,
Marshal, what's the the —ah —speed regu-
lations in your little city?

Marshal of Lone Pup—Well, mister, ot-
termobeeles hain't allowed out yer to go
faster"n a bullet. —Chicago Tribune.

Not Worrying.
"Don't you sometimes feel that you

owe your country more than you can ever
repay?"

"Why should I worry about that?" said
Senator Sorghum. "My country isn't
sending any collectors around." —Wash-
ington Star.

Olfactory.

There was an old man of Madrid,
Who went to an auction to bid;

He bought, if you please,
A case of old cheese—.

But O gosh! when they lifted the lid.
—Limerick Book.

No Doubt True.
"Now," said the kind-hearted woman,

after the hobo had eaten everything in
sight; "there's the wood pile."

"Wonderful!" exclaimed the knight of
the road, as he began to sidestep. "I
never saw the like."—Chicago News.

Her Private Opinion.

"Did you ever permit a man to kiss
you?" asked the stately brunette.

"Never," answered the petite blonde. "I
haven't any use for a man who waits to
be permitted."—Chicago News.

The Only Thing.
Gaussip—Oh, say. did you hear about

Jenkins down at the First bank?
Ascum —Ah. how much did he get away

with?— Philadelphia Press.

Stay-at-Home Remedies.
A. D. Vyse—An onion a day keeps the

doctor away.
X. Sepshun—Yes. and everybody else.—

Pennsylvania Punch BowL

At St. Paul Theaters

Beginning 1 tomorrow night, for four
nights and Wednesday matinee, "The
Storks" will be the bill at the Metro-
politan.

The sale of seats will open Monday
morning: at the Metropolitan for the en-
gagement of William H. Crane in "The
Spenders."

A matinee today at 2:30 and a per-
formance tonight at 8:15 will conclude
a successful engagement of the drama,
"A Desperate Chance," at the Grand.

Beginning tomorrow night and re-
maining the entire week a new melo-
drama, entitled "Why Women Sin," will
be the attraction at the Grand.

The souvenir matinee at the Star
yesterday afternoon was attended by an
audience of women that quite filled the
lower floor of the auditorium. The billgiven by the "Moonlight Maidens" very
apparently pleased the ladies. It will
be given this evening for the last time.

DECIDES KILLING
WAS JUSTIFIABLE

Sequel to the Shooting of a Striker in
West Virginia.

CHARLESTON, W. Va., Dec. 11.—
United States Judge John Jay Jackson
today decided the habeas corpus case
of John Laing and Stewart Hurt, hold-
ing that they were federal officers act-ing under process of the United States
court when they killed John Harles and
were therefore justified and not amena-
ble to state courts. Laing is an op-
erator and Hurt in his employ. They
accompanied Deputy Marshal Cunning-
ham last winter to arrest John Harles,
a leader among the striking miners, for
whom Cunningham had a rule in con-
tempt for violating United States Judge
Keller's "blanket injunction." Harles
fled when Cunningham and others ap-
proached his house. As he went by
Laing and Hurt, who had been told to
look out for him, fired and killed him,
asserting self-defense, as Harles, with
revolver in hand, was defying arrest.

"DISTINGUISHED GRADE"
FOR ARMY OFFICERS

Bill Provides a Special Award for Ex-
cellent Service.

WASHINGTON, D. C, Dec. 11—The
war department has prepared a bill, to
be submitted to congress, providing a
method of award for distinguished
services. The measure authorizes the
president, when in his judgment the
services of any officer shall warrant it,
to grant such officer a distinguished
service commission not to exceed two
grades above that held by him, such
commission to carry with it the pay of
such grade, and the officer to be en-
titled to wear upon the collar of the
coat the designation of grade so con-
ferred; said distinguished service com-
mission not to supersede or affect the
regular commission held by the officer,
so far as the privileges of rank and
command are concerned. Officers so
commissioned shall constitute a class
known as distinguished service.

CUBA AND THE
ISTHMIAN QUESTION

Upon These Are the Speeches of the Day
in Congress Based.

WASHINGTON, D. C. Dec. 11.—There
were two speeches in the senate today
oh the Cuban reciprocity bill, one of
them a statement by a Democrat in sup-
port of the bill, and the other by a Re-
publican In opposition to it. The opposi-
tion speech was made by Mr. Bard, of
California, who contended that the Unit-
ed States was under no obligation to give
further aid to Cuba, especially when to
do so we must pursue a course injurious
to our own industries.

Mr. McCreery, of Kentucky, made his
maiden speech in the senate, and sup-
ported the bill, as in line with our past
magnanimous course toward Cuba es-
pecially because he believed it to be a
step towards tariffreform. He said that
the protective policy of the United States
already had brought about retaliation by
Germany, and he predicted that other
European nations, possibly including
Great Britain, soon would follow the ex-
ample set by that country.

The birth of the republic of Panama
and its recognition by this government
was the subject of a spirited debate in
the house today. Mr. Dinsmore (Dem.,
Ark.), severely criticised the administra-
tion in connection with the canal, and
Mr. Hitt (Rep., 111.), chairman of the
foreign affairs committee, replied in a
vigorous defense of the president and his
Central American policy. Mr. Williams
(Miss.), the minority leader, replied to
Mr. Hitt. declaring that the minority did
not condone the part taken by this gov-
ernment in connection with Panama af-
fairs. Nearly the whole of the four-hour
session was taken up in a discussion of
the isthmian question. The pension ap-
propriation bill was considered. Adjourn-
ed till Monday.

BANKER REFUSES
TO TESTIFY

Grand Jury Investigates the Assassina-
tion of Miss Gillespie.

RISING SUN, Ind., Dec. 11—Myron
Barbour, a banker, and a relative by
marriage of a brother of Miss Elizabeth
Gillespie, who was assassinated recently
in her heme, today refused to answer
questions before a grand jury that is in-
vestigating the assassination, and Bar-
bour was taken before Judge Downey.
The judge told Barbour that he must an-
swer questions or go to jail. Barbour
returned to the grand juryroom and was
not sent to jail.

Barbour lives across the street from the
house in which the girl was assassinated.
He lives in the house with Miss Gillesple"s
twin brother. James Gillespie, and with
Mrs. Seward, a sister of Miss Gillespie.
The houses have been at swords' points
over the estate of Miss Gillespie s fa-
ther. Barbour's wife is a sister of Dr.
William Giliespie's wife. Barbour was
the first person to reach the side of the
assassinated woman, who lived with her
aged mother.

Yesterday Judge Gillespie was taken be-
fore Judge Downey for refusing to an-
swer questions before th«> grand jury, but
Gillespie was not forced to answer, prob-
ably because of some legal right.

Charges Misrepresentation.

NEW YORK, D«c. 11.—Suit was insti-
tuted today by Gardiner Hall Jr., a w*»
known Connecticut manufacturer, in the
United States circuit court against the
North American Trust company for therecovery of $225,000 subscribed and paid
by him as a member of the underwriting
syndicate of the White Mountain Paper
company. The paper company, which
never went into active operation, is now in
the hands of a receiver and a reorganiza-
tion committee Is attempting to reor-
ganize and start it. Mr. Hail alleges
that he was made a victim of misrepre-
sentation.

Held for Double Murder.

MERCHANDISE GROWS
Cold Weather and Approach of

the Holidays Have Their

Natural Effect.

NEW YORK, Dec. 11.—Bradst reefs
tomorrow will say: All distribution
along consumptive lines grows in vol-ume with the continuance of cold
weather and the nearer approach of
the holidays. Jobbing distribution also
feels the stimulus in reorders to fill de-
pleted stocks, and also markets reflectmore assured buying for next spring.
Wholesale trade generally la quiet, as
usual at this period, and industry
shows slackening in some lines. The
improvement in crude iron apparently
hold3, judging from small price ad-vances at several markets. Eastern
shoe manufacturers are still shipping
heavily on winter account, have an av-
erage spring business booked and re-
port fair orders for next fall.

Railway earnings are really good an,i
will show a gain of fully 5 per centover last November. Seasonal con-
ditions, stock taking or readjustment*
to lessened demand are assignable rea-
sons for the quietening down of out-
door activity.

High raw material renders the mar-
gin of profit in cotton manufacturing
precarious, and talk of curtailment,
first seriously considered at the South,
is now generally talked of, but the feas-
ibility of agreement by American man-
ufacturers as a whole is doubted. There
is a heavy demand for the next three
months' delivery, and advances de-
manded of 25 to 50 cents in prices,
with refusals to book beyond that time,
lead to the belief that the lowest point
has been seen in the iron trade.

The drop in finished products hns
not been in proportion, nor is the
awakening in demand for these prod-
ucts so marked, but it is noted that
wire and nails, structural and plates
are rather better at Pittsburg, with
more inquiry noted for rails at Chi-
cago. Hardware is in fair demand for
this season. Lumber is rather quiet,
as usual at this period, and the outlook
for next year's building is not as yet
clearly defined. Coal shows the effect
of heavy anticipatory sales summer
and autumn. Coke prices tend lower.

Wheat, including flour, exports for
the week ending Dec. 10 aggregate
4,607,610 bushels, against 4,201,504 last
week, 3,761,047 this week last year,
3,879,809 in 1901, and 4,785,577 in 1900.
For twenty-three weeks of the cereal
year they aggregate 77,536,909 bushels,
against 118,902.498 In 1902, 131,778,259
in 1901, and 81,989,171 in 1900. Corn
exports for the week aggregate 641,945
bushels, against 1.098,951 last week, and
1,301,286 a year ago, 278,307 in 1901, and
4,853,458 in 1900. B"or twenty-three
weeks of the present cereal year they
aggregate 26,244,431 bushels, against
5,096,203 in 1902, 18,301.020 in 1901, and
81.293,104 in 1900.

Business failures in the United States
for the week ending with Dec. 10 num-
ber 241, against 239 last week. 247 in
the like week of 1902, 233 in 1901. 247
in 1900 and 211 in 1899. In Canada
failures number 7, against 23 last week
and 17 in this week a year ago.

Clearings aggregate $57,694,615, a
gain of 4 per cent over last week, and
of 10.7 per cent over last year.

BANK CLEARINGS.

Week's Showing of Financial Institutions
of Leadina Cities.

NEW YORK. Dec. 11.—The following
table, compiled by Bradstreet, shows tha
bank clearings at the principal cities for
the week ended Dec. 10, with the percent-
age of increase and decrease as com-
pared with the corresponding week last
year: •

) Inc. | Dec.
•New York $1,317,278,654 3.9
•Chicago 179,498,613 8.6
•Boston ....... 128.106,770 3.7
•Philadelphia .. 100,864,028 .. 5.7
•St. Louis .... 53.925,9241 14.9
Pittsburg ..... 35.627,077 ...... 0.8
•San Francisco 28,964,130.. 07
\u2666Baltimore 21,848,4561 0.9
Cincinnati 23,365,100 2.3
•Kansas City .. 21,662.386 3.3
Cleveland 13,743,192 | 3.1
•Minneapolis .. 19,138,347 10.0:

\u2666New Orleans.. 28,680.822 63.7
Detroit 9,886.4581 3.9
•Louisville 11.888,878 7.4
Omaha 7,652,317 4.6
•Milwaukee ... 8,854,993 9.0
•Providence ...I 7,063,400 2.9
•Buffalo 6,895,317 1.8
\u2666St. Paul 6.791,901 ...... 7.4
Indianapolis ... 6.494.465 7.4
Los Angeles 7,735,392 37.9
•St. Joseph ! 4.288.410 13.1
Denver I 4,596,715 3.3 "

Seattle | 4,104.561 j 6.0
Washington ... 4,535.272] * 7.7 ••....
Salt Lake City. 4,452,593 5.7
•Portland, 0r... 3.680,927 2.8
Dcs Moines ! 2,459,519
Spokane. Wash. 2,224,154 4.1
Sioux City 1.324.882 18.»
Tacoma 2,093.3611 2.8
Topeka 1,447,690 9.5
Davenport 938,407 10.6
Helena 768,741 15.7
Fargo, N. D.... | 780.117 12.8
Sioux Falls, S.D! 321,319 15.5
••Houston I 20,793.162 38.9j
••Galveston .... 11.055,000 6.1

| , {
Totals, U. $2,171,524,728! 4.2

Outside N. V... 854,246,074, 4.6;

Canada.

Montreal ! $21,822,222 ¥. 07777771
Toronto ....... 17,875,802 10.6 •
Winnipeg 6,919,676 18.5
Halifax 2,133,973 16.6>
Ottawa '\u25a0. 2,191,802 7.7
Vancouver, B C 1,377.016 36.7.
Quebec ........ . 1,569.016 10.6
Hamilton .. 1,213.503 20.0
St. John, N. B. 1,073,950 10.2
Victoria. 8.C.. 630,755 1 12.5
\u2666\u2666\u2666London 886,870 3.7

I 1 t

Totals, Can.. | $57,694,615j 10.7|
\u2666Balances paid in cash. \u2666\u2666Not in-

cluded in totals because containing other
items than clearings. \u2666•\u2666No included in
totals because of no comparison for last
year.

is Morrell Owed or Owing?
CHICAGO, Dec. 11.—Judge Kavaisaugh

today appointed Willet Cornwell re-
ceiver of the Bankers' Consolidated Home
Safe company upon the petition of Pres-
ident Charles J. Morrison, who charges
that Treasurer Herbert H. Morrell em-
bezzled funds of the company. Morrell.
who was arrested at Minneapolis, said
that the money he collected was due him
under his contract, and that $3,500 is still
due him. President Morrison says Mor-
rell owes the company $12,600 on notes.

Expects Much of Canadian Wheat.
NEW YORK, Dec. 11.—George E. Fos-

ter, former finance minister of Canada,
who has just returned from England,
where he has been making \u25a0speeches in
favor of a preferential tariff and "assist-
ing in the campaign of former Colonial
Secretary Joseph Chamberlain, declares
that within rive • years the dominion will
be able to supply England with the wheat
now sent from the United States.

Insurance Swindler Punished.

NEW YORK, Dec. 11.—Max*Kornfeld,
the insurance adjuster who made a con-
fession of dishonest methods employed by
public insurance adjusters, was sentenced
today to not fewer than three years nor
more than three years and nine months in
state's prison for the presentation of a
false claim to an insurance company.

Illinois Murderer Is Hanged.
PEORIA. 111.. Dec. 11. -John MeCrea.

the colored murderer of Detective Wil-
liam: Murphy, was hanged today. :

BUFFALO. N. V.. Dec. 11.—Charles
Bonier, seventy-four years old. was held
today on the charge of having murderea
Franz and Johanna Frehr. the aged
couple who disappeared on Nor. 19, and
whose mutilated bodies were found on
Dec. 3 buried in their own yard.


