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INDIANS WHO REFUSE
TO BE CIVILIZED

Tribe of Chippewas in Northeastern Corner of Minnesota Who
Live as Did Their Ancestors Before the White Man's Comfng—
Other Tribes in the State Respond Readily to the Govern-
ment's Efforts to Better Their Condition.

THE civilisation of the Chippewaln-
\u25a0 dians who live in the northern

Tvoods of Minnesota is one of the
greatest problems which confronts the
interior department at Washington
toady.

No further advanced than were their
forefathers, hundreds of these red-
Bkins live in the big woods up in the
north solely by fishing and hunting.
All efforts of the government to civ-
ilize this tribe have been in vain, and
today their mode of living and their
habits are almost identical with those
followed by their ancestors more than
half a century ago, before there was
any considerable effort to educate and
civilize the race.

By fishing during the summer
months and hunting and trapping dur-
ing the cold weather the Chippewas
of the north woods make a living, and
that is all they care for. They live
largely on wild rice, which is plentiful
in their domain, and maple syrup.
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Stop to compare the effi-
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The annuity of $5.20 paid to each of
them by the government, to which is
added a small dividend from timber
cut off their lands, is but slight help
to them, and they are more indepen-
dent than any other tribe of Indians
within the borders of the state.

The schools founded in their midst
by the government are not attended,
the parents preferring to bring their
children up in true Indian style. Not-
withstanding the extreme cold this
band lives in little teepees built in
some protected spot where the sound
of the hammer and the saw has not
yet been heard.

Cling to Pagan Customs.
The Chippewas of .the northern

woods are nearly all pagans, and all
of the peculiar customs observed by
their forefathers are followed by them.
The dead are buried in the little yard
which surrounds the teepee, and over
e*ch grave is to be found a "spirit
house."

These "spirit houses," as they are
called by the Indians, are erected di-
rectly over the grave, and are about
the size of a dog kennel. It is the
belief of the Indians that the spirits
live in these little houses, and a small
hole in the gable end of each one pro-
vides a way for the spirit to enter and
leave. At intervals food for the spirits
is placed in the houses, it being the
belief of the Indians that the spirit
body must have nourishment in order
to exist.

There are several hundred Chippe-
was in the tribe which makes its home
in the great north woods, and so far
removed are they from civilization that
they are little troubled by their pale-
faced brothers.

Traders go into the country at in-
tervals and gather up peits and bead
work, giving ammunition and firearms
in return, but the Indians are not at
all dependent upon the traders and
live largely upon their own resources.

The Indians of this tribe make theirown laws, and marriage, according to
the custom of the paleface, is un-
known among them. When a Chippe-
wa desires to take unto himself a wife
he simply enters into a verbal contract
with the woman, by which *they agree
to live together so long as they can
do so without trouble. When the
"trouble" comes, which is rare, they
separate, and each is at liberty to"marry" again.

But Little Crime Among Them.
Notwithstanding their wild mode of

living there is comparatively little
crime among them, and murders are
far more infrequent than in a civilized
community. An offender against the
laws as laid down by the Indians is
dealt with severely, and as a result
there are few causes for complaint.

The hunting ground of the Chippe-
was is in the vicinity of Grand Portage,
which is in the extreme northeasterncorner of Minnesota, where they have
things mostly to themselves.

The government Indian inspectors
visit the place In the summer time,

but during the winter months no at-
tempt is made to keep in touch with
them. To reach Grand Portage in the
winter would mean a long trip with a
sled and a dog team, such as few would
care to undertake.

But aside from the pagan Chippewas
of the northern woods,the 10,000 Indians
in Minnesota are rapidly becoming civ-
ilized, and many of the Indian children
are receiving education almost as
broad as is afforded their palefaced
brothers and sisters.

In fact, the school book and the
Bible are doing more towards civiliz-
ing the redskin ttian the soldiers in
Uncle Sam's army have been able to
do. Throughout the Indian settle-
ments in Minnesota are scores of little
school houses where Indian children
\u25a0re being educated and taught to for-
get the customs of their race, and
much is being done by the government
at the present time to increase the
educational facilities on the different
reservations.

During the past few months A. O.
Wright, one of the five government
Indian inspectors, has devoted his en-
tire time to an investigation of theIndian schools in Minnesota, and it is
expected that his recommendations to
the authorities at Washington will re-
sult in many more schools being pro-
vided for the children of Minnesota
Indians.

Of the twenty or more Indian schools
already established in Minnesota, thegreater number are inadequate to ac-
commodate the children who desire
to attend, and the government is now
planning to establish non-reservation
schools to which the older and more
advanced pupils may be sent, thus
making more room at the reservation
schools for the smaller children who
could not leave their homes to attenda boarding school.

Three Classes of Indian Schools,

There are three different classes of
Indian schools in Minnesota —the day
school, the reservation boarding schooland the non-reservation boarding
school.

The day schools are established in
the midst of the Indian settlements
and are attended by children who live
at their own homes, while reservation
boarding schools are larger, establlsh-

ed at some point on the reservation'
and attended by pupils who are pro-
vided for at a boarding house conduct-
ed by the agents of the government.
The non-reservation boarding schools
are the highest grade of the three, and
are attended by Indian children who
have been promoted from the smaller
schools on the reservation. The pu-
pils at these schools are provided with
their board and clothing at govern-
ment expense, and much care has to
be exercised to prevent the schools
from being imposed upon by children
who are not entitled to government
assistance.

Every year a thorough investiga-
tion is made of the pupils who apply
for admittance to the non-reservation
boarding schools, and scores of appli-
cants are turned away. The attempt
to impose upon the government in this
manner comes largely from children
who have but a trace of Indian blood in
their veins, and whose parents are not
members of any of the different tribes
native to Minnesota or any other state.

Less than two years ago A. O.
Wright, inspector of Indian schools,
discovered that almost half of the pu-
pils attending one of the South Da-
kota non-reservation schools were the
children of parents who had only a
trace of Indian blood, and who passed
as white people. The children were
turned out of the schools, and it was
found that almost a hundred of them
were St Paul children, whose parents
had sent them to the Indian schools
with a view of having the government
provide for them during the school
year.

Non-Reservation Schools.
In Minnesota there are but two non-

reservation schools, one at Morris and
another at PiDestone. Each is capable
of accommodating about 150 pupils,
while the other two are capable of
caring for seventy-five each. The day
schools are not. so largely attended,
but many new schools are being es-
tablished, and in the near future the
children on the White Earth reserva-
tion will be well cared for so far as
educational advantages go.

On the Leech Lake reservation the
day schools have not yet been estab-
lished, but there are three boarding
schools on the reservation which are
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largely attended, and during the com-
ing summer it is proposed to estab-
lish a number of day schools and possi-
bly two more additional boarding
schools. One of the Leech Lake schools
is attended by 100 pupils, while the
other two accommodate fifty each, and
all three of the schools have all of the
children they can care for. On the Red
Lake reservation there are two schools,
where 150 pupils are being given an
education.

There is a boarding school on the
Vermillion Lake reservation, but it is
surrounded largely by the pagan Chip-
pewas, and fut few children attend the
school. Much the same condition ex-
ists at Grand Portage, where there is
little benefit derived from the govern-
ment schools by the Indian children.

While Minnesota is credited with
10,000 Indians, many hundreds of them
have so little Indian blood in their
veins that they would have no trouble
in passing for white people. But they
have no desire to conceal the fact that
they have Indian blood flowing through
their veins, for it means a living for
them at the expense of the govern-
ment, and there are far more white
people who try to pass for Indians than
there are Indians who try to pass for
white people.

Band of Gypsy Indians.
One of the most shiftless and at the

same time most interesting tribes of
Indians in Minnesota is the Mede-
wankton Sioux.

Scattered along the Mississippi river
In Southern Minnesota the members of
this tribe live from hand to mouth,
relying largely upon their craftiness in
trading and upon their luck in fishing
and hunting.

They are nothing more than a low
class of gypsies, and they roam from
one vicinity to another, trading horses,
selling their fancy work and getting
along as best they can. They are will-
ing to do almost anything except work.

In striking contrast to this tribe of
roving reds are the Sioux in the vi-
cinity of Birch Coulee. The Birch Cou-
lee Indians are among the most pro-
gressive in the state. Many of them
are wealthy and some of them are
highly educated and refined. Many a
white man has found a wife among the
Birch Coulee Sioux and apparently has
never had cause to regret his choice.

It was this tribe that remained
friendly to the whites at the time of
the uprising in 1862, and the pioneers
who lived in their midst at that time
owe them much.

Many of the Indian children in Min-
nesota do not average more than one-
fourth Indian blood, and there are
scores of them with much less. But
they are entitled to assistance from
the government and their parents see
that they get it.

The large Mille Lacs reservation 13
soon to be abandoned by the 900 In-
dians who have lived there so many
years. The government has sold the
land for the Indians, and the tribe Is
soon to be transferred to the White
Earth reservation, where each man,
woman and child is to be given a quar-
ter section of fine agricultural land.

But the transfer is not relished by
the Mille Lacs. They care but little
for farming, having for years made
their living by hunting and "fishing,
to which has been added the assist-
ance given them by the government.
When they are transferred to the
White Earth reservation they will have
to give up their fishing, for there are
no waters for them to fish from, and
for this reason it is with much re-
luctance that they will leave the Mille
Lacs reservation with its lakes and
splendid hunting reserves.

So decided is the opposition of this
tribe to the transfer that the govern-
ment has decided to avoid a possible
outbreak by transferring them a few at
a time, ?jut before another year it is
expected to have all of them located

on the White Earth reservation, where
efforts will be made to induce them to
settle down to an agricultural life.
There Is plenty of room for all of
them up on the White Earth reserva-
tion and their transfer to that lo-
cality will cause no complaint from the
Indians already there.

Indian Women's Needlework.
Among the Indian women, always

noted for their ability to make fancy
work, lace-making is rapidly becoming
a most profitable occupation. Miss
Sybil Carter and her assistants, gov-
ernment instructors, are largely re-
sponsible for this industry among the
Indian women. The lace made by the
Indians is classed with the best na-
tive lace in America. The better pieces
are sent to New York, where it brings
large prices. Only recently a lace
bedspread made by an Indian woman
at Birch Coulee sold for $500.

But time is rapidly depleting the
Indian race. Where hundreds of the
copper-faced braves were to be found
less than a half a century ago, there
are today very few full-blooded In-
dians in Minnesota, and the prediction
that the race will in time become ex-
tinct is being rapidly verified in Min-
nesota.

The only place where civilization Is
not making any noticeable progress is
among the pagan Indians of the north
woods, and this tribe, according to the
belief of the government's agents, will
be one of the last to give up the cus-
toms of the race.

THE WIND IN MO.
B. P. Hammond, of New Windsor, lIL,

sends the following:

Dear Sir as I saw an account of the
winds in Kansas in poetry I thought I
would try my hand on the Mo winds.

I want that Jay Hawk
to know that he has mo
to show Im from Mo.

I saw it blow the hay
endways through the stay
of a Beer Kegg one day

in Mo.

I saw It strip A Hen
and not A feather leave
the pen in Mo.

Bill Jones to me Swor
that he saw a Two by four
through the St. Lo Iron bridg
Beem bore in Mo.
I all most for got to tell
that that Kansas Jaw Hawk Well
by chance in Mo fell
last week it blowed to Hell

from Mo.
—Chicago Record-Herald.

"Didn't think I could speak, did yoa.
eh?" said Bragg, exultantly, after his
first attempt at post-prandial oratory.

"Well, I confess I can't imagine any-
thing so marvelous that has happened for
years."

"Nothing like it in a century, eh?"
"Oh, louder than that. Not sinoa

Balaam's time."—Tit-Bits.

Remarkable Event.
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Thto. Bob Brewing Co.,

St. Paul, Minn.

Gentleaent

2n an»«r to your inquiry *• to whether «r r.ot n hare risiaOr
analysed saajlee of your product, we would state that, as it oastonary

with v«, w« hare recently analysed a nwater of the producta of boor »oi4
in thi» aarket, and asong thea your*. w t kare no heoitccoy in oartlfyi|«
that wo found *y our uiual analyais that your beer Is absolutely purs aa«
fre» fro« any substance that sight bo deleterious or injurlons*to.he&lth*
and wo feel Justified in prosounoins the mi as well-aatured, wholoMtw
and heaathfal beer.
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