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hand, and as soon as a body which
looked as though it might possess life
was carried out, it was at once examin-
ed and, if dead placed on the pile lying
on the sidewalk. The others were at
once placed in ambulances and whirled
away to hospitals or to the offices of
physicians in the immediate neighbor-
hood. *

WAITERS AND COOKS -
SAVE FIFTEEN LIVES

Waiters and coeks from Thompson's
restaurant, which adjoins the theater
on the east, rescued fifteen persons
by raising a ladder from the roof of a
shed to a window in the rear of the
building, around which a mass of
screaming women and children were
congregated. C. Little, the head cook,
mounted to the top of the ladder and
told them to jump into his arms. Fif-
teen women and children did this and
were passed by Little down to other
men on the ladder below them. One
woman attempted to jump into his
arms before he was ready to take hold
of her, and she fell to the alley, frac-
turing her skull, dying instantly.

D. A. Stratton, of Alpena, Mich., was
in the theater with his fifteen-year-old
daughter Mattie and his niece Louise
Rushway, of Chicago. In the rush for
the door he became separated from
both girls and attempted to fight his
way back in order to find them, bnt
was buffeted aside by the rush of
maddened peovnle. He was knockgd
down, trampied on and his head cut in
a dozen places. Not for an hour after
being carried out did he learn that
the two children had also escaped, both
of them being burned badly, his daugh-
ter having inhaled flame and being un-
able to speak. 3

William H. Meyer, an usher in the
first balcony, said tonight:

“My balcony was crowded, and there
were a number of people standing
when the fire broke out. It all came
so suddenly that I barely had time to
open the fire exits before the audit_o-
rium was in flames. I tried to quiet
the crowd, but it was no use. The
women screamed and the men fought
to get to the doors, trampling on wom-
en and children. If they would have
been quiet everybody could have got
out of my bhalcony.”

SCALP OF A LITTLE
BOY IS TORN OFF

Mrs. F. A. Morgan, of Chicago, was
In the theater with her sister, Miss
Marcella Warren, of Detroit, and her
son, five years old. The party was in
the first balcony, and when the first
sparks were seen arose to depart. All
of them had reached the first floor
when the panic came and the rush for
the doors commenced. Although they
hastened as rapidly as possible, they
were knocked down and sustained se-
vere bruises. A man seized the little
boy by the head in attempting to throw
him from his path, and the little boy’s
scalp was practically torn froin his
head. g

Mrs. William Mueller, of Chicago,
was in the theater with her two chil-
dren, five and seven years old. When
the fire appeared she left her seat on
the first floor and grasping the two lit-
tle girls by the hands started for the
door. She had just reached the en-
trance when the crowd rushed upon
her, bore her down and trampled her
into unconsciousness. She knew noth-
ing more until she was revived in the
Samaritan hospital, when she at once
begged for her children. While she
was asking for them, one of them was
brought to the hospital seriously
burned. The other escaped uninjured.

R. W. Wilson, who assisted in taking
the injured from the theater to the hes-
pital, said that many of the deaths
were caused by falling from the bal-
cony steps in the efforts of the crowd
to reach the exit.

“The first evidence of the fire,” he
said, “was a thin column of smoke
which floated from the stage. This was
followed by a sheet of flame which
mounted to the ceiling and enveloped
the hangings about the front of the
stage. The people in the parquette
started for the door in an orderly man-
ner. The people on the stage, the
ushers and a number of spectators
arose to their feet and shouted for or-
der and did everything in their power
to prevent a panic. Then somebody
pcreamed and everybody apparently
lost all control of themselves and ran
for the doors. I was knocked down
twice by men who seemed to have lost
their minds. Men sprang to the stairs
apparently regardless of the women
and children who were going down at
the time. Many women and children
were knocked down in this way who
might have been saved had they not
been pushed to one side by men who
thought of nothing but themselves.”

BISHOP FALLOWS
ASSISTS IN RESCUE

Among the hundreds of people who
rushed to the rescue when the call of
fire was heard on the streets was Bish-
op Fallows, who happened to be
passing. Without fear or hesitation
he made his way through the darkness
that was intensified by the volume of
smoke that filled the auditorium to the
top gallery and assisted in carrying out
the victims.

“God forbid that I ever again see
such a heartrending sight,” said the
bishop tonight. *“I have been in wars
and on the bloody field of battle, but
in all my experience I have ncver seen
anything half so grewsome as the sight
that met my eyes when, with the aid of
a tiny lantern, I was finally able to
penetrate the inky darkness of that
balcony. There was a pile of twisted
and bleeding bodies ten feet high with
blackened faces and remnants of
charred clothing clinging to them.
Some were alive and moaning in their
agony. Others, and by far the greater
number, were dead. Iassisted in car-
rying many of the injured down and
ministered to them the best I could.”

It was the presence of the children,
hundreds of whom were in the audi-
ence, and the efforts of their frantic
mothers, impelled by their first thought
to seek the safety of their young, that
caused much of the pandemonium. Al-
exander H. Revell, who had sent his
little daughter Margaret with a little
friend in charge of a maid to see the
performance, five minutes after the
fire started heard of it in his store, and,
hastily calling a carriage, drove mad-
ly to the burning theater. By the
greatest good fortune one of the first
persons he eneountered was the hys-
terical maid, who informed him that
the two children had been saved with-
out injury. Mr. Revell then hastened
Into the theater and participated in the
rescue,

DIE TRYING TO B-AT
THEIR WAY TO SAFETY

“I worked in the upper balconies”
said he. “The sight of those poor wom-
en and their little children, with clinch-
ed fists raised as If trying to beat their
way to safety and stricken down in the
attempt, is too horrible to describe.
But I thought of how my little ones
had been saved and I forgot my herror
and did all I could to save those who
welr‘:e n:;d sonfortuna:e. I assisted the
pol remen in carrying down
more than twenty bodies.” -

Sheriff Barrett and a score of -

carrying cout the injureg

i

ties from his office were .emam_,iﬁj"
people. apl

In keeplng order among the frantic
relatives who occupied the street in
front of the burning building, vainly
seeking information that no one could
give them.

“I have never before witnessed such
a scene in all my life,” said Sheriff
Barrett. “On all sides were heaps of
mangled and charred humanity. We
carried out so many injured and dead
that at last they grew so numerous
that we were unable to keep count of
them. Such a dreadful sight I trust
I will never be called to witness again.
Crazed men fought to get within the
corridors, thinking to find their lovei
ones among the pile of corpses that
filled every available foot of space.
Strong men with tear-blinded eyes
stood on the sidewalk and called loud-
ly the names of their loved ones as
though there were a chance of the ‘dead
hearing. We did all we could to lessen
their grief, but such scenes cannot be
forgotten in a lifetime.”

ASBESTOS CURTAIN
FAILS TO WORK

The accounts of the origin of the fire
are conflicting and none of them cer-
tain, but the best reason given is that
an electric wire near the lower part
of a piece of drop scenery, suddenly
broke and was grounded.  The fire
spread rapidly toward the front of the
stage, causing the members of the
chorus, who were then engaged in the
performance, to flee to the wings with
screams of terror. The fire in itself up
to this time was not serious and pos-
sibly could have-been checked had not
the asbestos curtain failed to work.

As soon as the fire was discovered
Eddie Foy, the chief comedian of the
company, shouted to lower the curtain,
and this was immediately done. It
descended about half way and stuck.
The fire thus was given practically a
flue through which a strong draft was
setting, aided by the doors which had
been thrown open in the front of the
theater. With a roar and a bound, the
flames shot through the opening over
the heads of people on the first floor
and reaching clear up to those in the
first balcony, caught them and burned
them to death where they sat.

EXPLOSION LIFTS
THE ENTIRE ROOF

Immediately- following this rush of
flames there came an explosion which
lifted the entire roof of the theater
from its walls, shattering the great
skylight into fragments. As soon as
the Mames first appeared beyond the
curtain a man in the rear of the hall
shouted, *‘Fire! fire!” and the entire
audience rose as one person and made
for the doors.

It is believed that the explosion was
caused by the flames coming in contact
with the gas reservoirs of the theater,
causing them to burst. Will J. Davis,
manager of the theater, said after the
catastrophe, that if the people had re-
mained in their seats and had not been
excited by the ery of fire, not a single
life would have been lost. This is,
however, contradicted by the state-
ment of the firemen, who found num-
bers of people sitting in their seats,
their facés directed toward the stage as
if the performance was still going on.

It was the opinion of the firemen that
these people had been suffocated at
once by the flow of gas which came
from behind the asbestos curtain.

As near as can be estimated about
1,300 people were in the theater. Three
hundred of these were on the first floor,
the rest being in the two upper balco-
nies and in the hallways back of them.

GREAT LOSS OF LIFE
IS IN BALCONIES

The theater 1is modeled after the
Opera Comique in Paris, and from the
rear of each balcony there are three
doors leading out to. passageways to-
ward the front of the theater. Two-of
these doorways are at the end of the
balcony, and one in the center. The
audience, in its rush for the outer air,
seems to have, for the greater part,
chosen to fiee to the left entrance and
to attempt to make its way down the
eastern stairway, leading into the lob-
by of the theater.

Outside of the people burned and
suffocated by gas, it was in these two
doorways on the first and second bal-
conies that the greatest loss of life
occurred. When the firemen entered
the building, the dead were found
stretched in a pile reaching from the
head of the stalrway, at least eight
feet from the door, back to a point
about five feet in the rear of the door.
This mass of dead bodies in the center
of the doorway reached to within two
feet of the top of the passageway. All
of the corpses at this point were wom-
en and children.

The fight for life which must have
taken place at these two points is
something that is simply beyond hu-
man power to adequately describe.
Only a faint idea of its horror could
be derived from the aspect of the
bodies as they lay. Women on top of
these masses of dead had been over-
taken by death as they were crawling
on their hands and knees over the
bodies of those who had died before.
Others lay with arms stretched out in
the direction toward which lay life and
safety, holding in their hands frag-
ments of garments not their own. They
were evidently torn from the clothing
of others whom they had endeavored
to pull down and trample under foot
as they fought for their own lives.

CUT IN HALF BY
BACK OF SEAT

A woman was found cut nearly in
half by the back of the seat, she having
been forced over it face downward.

In the aisles nearest to the doors the
scenes were harrowing in the extreme.
Bodies lay in every conceivable atti-
tude half naked, the look on their faces
revealing some portion of the agony
which must have preceded their death.
There were scores and scores of people
whose entire faces had been trampled
completely off by the heels of those
who rushed over them, and in one aisle
the body of a man was found with not
a vestige of clothing, flesh or bone re-
maining above his waist line. The en-
tire upper portion of his body had been
tut into mince meat and carried away
by the feet of those who trampled him;
a search was carefully made with a
hope of finding his head, but at a late
hour tonight it had not been discov-
ered and all that will ever tell his
friends who he was is the color and
appearance of the clothing on the low-

er limbs, and this is in such a condi- |

tion as to be hardly recognizable.

CAWTHORN THINKS IT
WAS CALCIUM LIGHT

Herbert Cawthorn, a member of the
cast, assisted many of the chorus girls
from the stage exits in the fc. After
being driven from the building, he made
two attempts to enter his dressing room,
but both times was driven back by the
firemen, who feared he would be over-
come by smoke. Mr. Cawthorn said:

“I was in a position to see the origin
of the fire and I feel positive that it was
an electric calctum ligh ¢
blaze. The calcium lights w 3
to illuminate the stage in

the second act, when th

M t"” was bein

f the. cmmﬁwve ve. the stage, per- |
gaps‘twqe?%e‘ tt?’gt' gher than the top of

the curtain exposed to th
a swinging platform from which twelve
calciums - were operated. It appeared to
me that one of the calciums had flared
up and the sparks ignited the lint on the

cu n.

“Instantly I tumedl 1ed m; aittg;ion toward |
the stage and I saw -song was
being carried out and that many of the
actors and actresses )‘wt vet discover-
ed the blaze, Just then fireman who is
kept behind the scenes ed up with
some kind of a patent fire extingujsher.
Instead of the stream from the apparatus
striking the flames it went almost in the
opposite direction. Up to this time the
flames had not been in sight of the audi-
ence. While the fireman was w § z-

in an end to use the chemicyls
the flames suddenly swooped down and
out. Eddie Foy shouted something about
the asbestos curtain and the fireman at-
tempted to use it, and the stage hands
ran to his assistance. The asbestos cuptain
refused to work and then the stage hands
and players began to hurry from the
theater. In my opinion, the stage fireman
might have averted the whole affair if he
had not become so excited. The chorus
girls and everybody else, to my mind, was
less excited than he, There were at least
500 persons behind the scenes when . the
fire started. I assisted many of the chorus
girls from the theater and some of them
were only partially attired. Two of the
young women in particular were naked
from the waist up. They had absolutely
no time to throw a stitch ‘of clothing
over their shoulders.”

PEOPLE ARE TAKEN
THROUGH THE ROOF

About a score of persons in the second
balcony were saved by firemen who took
them through the roof and carried them
down ladders in the rear of the building.
Two bodies tightly locked in each other’'s
arms, young ladies apparently about 25

vears of age, were found in one end of |

the orchestra pit. They must have fallen
there from the balcony above,

and in

Stoc

The body of a dark-haired girl, appar-
ently 12 years of age, was found impaled |
on the iron railing of the first balcony,
she evidently having been thrown over |
from the second balcony above.

With all of its clothing torn from it but
a pair of baby shoes the body of a child |
about 1 year old, was found in a far
corner of the second balcony. It had
evidently been knocked from its mother’s
axi'm.s and was trampled beyond all recog-
nition.

Willlam A. Brady, the well-known New
York theatrical manager, who was in the
audience at the time the fire started,
said tonight:

“I had just got in from New York and
reached the theater not more than fifteen
minutes before the fire broke out. It was |
one of the biggest audieaces I ever saw |
and I was unable to secure a seat. 1
was standing near the door when, look-
ing up, I saw that the caicium light ap-
paratus was out of order. Some one came
on the stage and assured the audience
that there was no danger and for them
to keep their seats. Then a ballet dancer
came on and performed, but in another
second the whole baleony seemed to be in
flames. Everyone down stairs rushed for
the doors, and as far as I know no one
in that part of the house was killed. It
Wwas upstairs where the smoke blown by
the strong draft that came in through
the skylights, where death was dealt out
to hundreds before they realized what
had happened.

“Such a panic as followed the first cry
of fire I have never seen in all my life.
The stairways and exits became jammed
with fighting humanity in a moment and
the shrieks and moans of the poor people
cut off from all escape was the most aw-
ful thing imaginable. It can only be lik-
ened to Dante’s ‘Inferno.”’ With two
companions I tried to reach the balcony,
but we were driven back by the suffo-
cating smoke and were unable to accom-
plish anything unti] the firemen had ex-
tinguished the flames. Hundreds of per-
sons joined the rescuers and from one
of the entrances to the balcony we re-
moved 150 bodies by actual count. They
were jammed and twisted together in all
shapes. Many of the women and children
had been stripped alinost naked in their
mad efforts to escape from that living
tomb. If the audience had not become
panic stricken I am sure not more than
fifty persons would have been killed or.
injured, as all the bodies I helped to re-
move from the place were those of per-
;ons who had been killed in the terrible
am."”

FILL BASKETS WITH
VALUABLES OF DEAD

While scores of men were busy carry-
ing out the dead and injured, others, fortu-
nately few in number, searched the aisles
and seats for valuables. Two mén were
found who had provided themselves with
baskets and were filling them with the
property of the dead. They were immedi-
ately placed under arrest and the theater.
ushers and stage hands were given the
work of collecting all the valuables on
the floor of the theater. During the even-
ing the police arrested over a dozen men
ag-used of being thieves and pickpock-
els.

The count of the dead was practically

complete at midnight, but it is not yet ac-
curate, and the exact number will not be
known before some time tomorrow, De-
spite the utmost care great confusion
marked the removal of the bodies. In
their haste the police transported bodies to
undertaking rooms and in many instances
forgot to report the fact to their station.
This is evidenced by the fact that in five
different undertaking establishments
bodies were received of which the police
had no record whatever. Allowing for
these discrepancies the lists made by the
police and the newspapers practically
agree. The newspapers claim 562 dead:
the police 536.
_ Coroner Treager made as complete an
inspection of the theater as ig possible
in the condition in which it is tonight.
He said:

‘‘If the asbestos curtain had been in
working order I believe that the fire might
have been prevented from spreading into
the audience chamber. An iron railing
which separated each row of seats from
the adjoining tier prevented, I think,
many from reaching places of safely.
This circumstance combined with the
steep incline made it difficult for so large
an audience to escape without great de-
lay. Now this,” sai@ the coroner, “is a
modern fireproof theater, furnished with
all the appliances and equipment that
are supposed to prevent just such a catas-
trophe as has now occurred. The plush on
the seats of the first balceny was charred
but still visible,

“This does not look to me as though
everybody would have gotten out of the
theater alive when you take into ac-
count the speed with which the flames
had spread. My inspection showed that
the seats on the main floor were burned
but little. The balconies had evidently
shielded to a large extent the seats in the
parquette. The path of the flames was
evident. The stage and the ceiling of the
theater was blistered and blackened.
There was practically no damage to the
furniture on the first ficor. The boxes on
the second tier were entirely destroyved
by fire, while those on the first floor were

BUILDING ORDINANCES
WERE ALL OBSERVED

The Iroquois theater was - completed
less than two months ago at a cost of

$500,000 and was the finest ghyhouse in
Chicago. It was opened to the blic on
tt:: ";x" ht of Nov. 23 with “Mr. Blue-

The le of the structure architectur-
ally is nch ce, which has a
strong s tion of the classic. It had a
total seating capacity of 1,724 chairs, with

lenty  of s ng room on each
oor. The y had seatings for 475
persons. &

The records of

partment show that the eater was

’mbsoml e in every det:.lfl andwthnx “ts mof
abselu req en
the law ng been ‘complied with.
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rics, These are positively the greatest $15 values in the city.

and lloheﬁ Streets.

Plymou | gpéﬁo:ity is evident in the readiness with which our customers make purchases,
satisfaction every article affords in the home.
able store. ALWAYS THE LO‘WEST PRICES IN TOWN.

-Reducing Sale|

$15.00 - :

Suitss

.(LOTHING - Hous

The Great

Absolutee Reliability.

Akt

Plymouth is a depend-

$12.00

Overcoats

,; 7.75 $6.75

Single and double breasted styles in all the newest fab.

Strictly all-wool black and oxford long overcoats, well
made and trimmed and good values at $10 and $:2.

Big Reductions in All Other Depariments.
The Great Plymouth Clothing House.

which was freer from danger. The ex-
its were numerous and all the work which
our company performed was absolutely
fireproof. E

“After making a very careful examina-
tion of the building since the fire I find

that the structure as erected still stands
intact.”

RECOGNIZES HIS
CHRISTMAS PRESENT

One of the pathetic incidents which oc-
curred in the identifying of the dead to-
night was when Patrick O'Donnell, a
wealthy brewer of this city, found the
body of his wife among the hundred or
more corpses in an undertaking estab-
lishment. Mr. O'Deonnell had started
down town as soon as he learned of the
fire, knowing that his wife had attended
the theater. He was walking through
the aisles of tables on ‘which bodies were
stacked when his attention was attracted
by a womawn’s hand which extended from
beneath a sheet which was covered with
a pile of bodies,

“It's my wife, my Poor wife,” he
moaned, and without lifting the sheet
he knelt and kissed the hand, on one of
the fingers of ‘which he recognized a ring
he had given his wife as a Christmas
present. s

“I know the ring,” he said, between his
sobs. “My wife is dead and I prayed to
God on the way down town that she
might be spared.”” The body of Mrs.
O’Donnell was removed from the pile of
dead and taken to her home. 2

One of the narrow eseapes in the first
rush for the open air was that of Winnie
Gallagher, a girl 11 years of ago. The
child, who was with her mother in the
third row from the stage, was separated
from her in the mad rush for safety. She
climbed to the top of the seat in which
she had been sitting, from one chair to
another, finally reached the door. There
she was nearly crushed in the erowd
and all her clothing was stripped from
her. She was carried to the police sta-
tion, where she found her mother, who
had also escapedr uninjured.

STAGE ELECTRICIAN
DOES HEROIC WORK

John E. Farrell, the stage electrician,
was one of the beroes of the fire. He
was the first to discover the blaze when
it was a little tohgue of flame runring up
the canvas border of the curtain. He
climbed a ladder twenty feet above the
stage and sought to extinguish it with
his hand. He helplessly until his

ds were badly burned and the fire
had run up the cdnvas border into the
flies. Seizing a hand grenade he dashed
it at the fire and the falling fluld nearly
blinded him. With the cry of “save
yourselves!” he fell, to the floor and then,
running to the rear door of the theater,
he threw it open, calling to the members
of the company 'to rush into the alley.

In the work of 'assisting the women he
was aided by Stage Manager Cummings.
As the frightened actors and aectresses
rushed in a body off the stage, some of
them attempted to leap into the orchestra
pit, which would in all probability have
led ‘to their death. Cummings ran in
front of them. “I'll] kill the first one
that tries to pass -me!” he shouted, and
the members of the company shrank
back. With the aid of Eddie Foy and
Farrell the members of the company
were hustled from the rear of the the-
ater into the alley.

Penned below the stage, running about
c¢razed by the panic overhead, were fifty
supernumeraries and members of the
ballet. They were shut off from exit by
the crowds wedged in the stage stairway.
They were saved by James J. Hamilton,
a trunk handler attached to the theater,
who led the way to a coal hole in the
rear of the buliding, broke off the cover
with his bare fists and stood guard until
all had left the basement. Through this
narrow hole he lifted men and women
clad in tbgh;j‘;taget %ostumes, wea'hrinx
helmets an s, and one “supe” 0
insisted upon carrying his spear with him
until Hamiiton threatened to brain him
with it unless he dropped it.

L~

STRIKERS REFUSE ‘
TO DRIVE CARRIAGES

Frederick W. Job, secretary of the Chi-
cago Employers’ ‘association; telephoned

to W. D. Moone,. a livery stable
prietor at 2021 Wabash avenue, .&E;
iages [

would give his carriages for the work.
He later told Mr.” Job that he went to
the union headquarters, where the drivers
who are now on strike, were congregated,
that he had donated the e-tng
U0

closed their doors to trons
the fire. Theuevngzn:em and
Powers th ich are owned by

~whi

the ill-fated Iroquois.
All other meq:;; remained open as
usual and there was no perceptibie falling
off in the attendance. -

N THE 1RCQUOIS

ter since its opening something over a
month ago. Three weeks ago last Sun-
day, they declared, fire broke out in the
dressing rooms underneath the stage, but
it was extinguished without coming to
the knowledge of the audience. Slight
damage was done to several dressing
rooms. and a number of costumes were
destroyed before flames were extinguished.
The fire department was not called and
no report of the blaze was made to the
city authorities.

Never was there a busier night in Chi-
cago than this one. All night long hun-
dreds of people were going between the
police station and the hospitals and the
morgue, first to one, then to the other,
then back again, seeking news of miss-
ing friends and relatives and trying to
identify the dead.

At the central police station, within
one and one-half squares from the thea-
ter, a dozen policemen were kept busy
all night taking names and description of
missing people. In the squad room of
the station, the lists of injured recelved
from hosgltals and from police stations
were read to the crowd. The throngs
were silent while the names were read,
except for an occasional outbreak of sob-
bing as someone recognized in the de-
scription of severe injury or death the
name of a friend or relative. The hospi-
tals were all night long besieged by call-
ers and eager questioners over the tele-
phone. In spite of all this the work of
identification went on but slowly, and
at 2 o'clock this morning approximately
one-fifth of the bodies lying the rooms of
down town undertakers had been recog-
nized by their friends.

One large truck, ordinarily used for
conveying freight to depots, was s6
heavily loaded with dead in front of the
theater that two large horses attached
to it were unable to start it and the po-
lice were compelled to assist by tugging
at the wheels. When the need of trucks
for removing the dead was more pressing
a huge electric delive wagon, owned
by Montgomery, Ward Co., was hailed
by the police. The automobile headed
for the scene, but at State street en-
countered so great a press of people that
it could not get through. The chauffeur
clanged his gong repeatedly but the
crowd refused to part, and the automo-
bile was finally turned away.

MANAGER SCOTT SAYS
HOUSE WAS A FINE ONE

“The Iroquois was one of the handsom-
est theaters in Chicago,” said L. N. Scott
last evening. “I visited the theater a
few days before it opened. It was a fine
house, with a seating capaecity of 1,800.
I think the cost of construction was $500,-
000. Benjamin Marshall, a Chicago archi-
tect, planned the building and superin-
tended its erection. The owners of the
structure are Al Hyman, Nixon & Zim-
merman, Klaw & Erlinger, Will J. Davis,
Harry Powers and Charles Frohman.

“I know notaing of what occurred yet,
and cannot understand how such an aw-
ful loss of life should have resulted. The
movement of the poor people must have

been hindered by smoke and darkness
after the explosion.

-~ _'“There were many exits to the house,
though not as many as in the Metropoli-
tan, for we can throw open forty doors.
The panic and its consequences were aw-
ful, and quite incomprehensible.”

MANAGER DAVIS
GIVES HIS VERSION

Continued From First Page.

ing the actors and trying to save those
who were in trouple.

MEN NEARLY AS
FRANTIC AS WOMEN

“The women were frantic and the
men not much better. I stood at the
stairway leading to the dressing rooms
where the chorus people were located
and kept hurrying them up to get their
street clothes. As others came hurry-
ing up I forced them to leave the
building. I do not know how they got
out all those women and girls who
came crowding down the stairs, for the
stage entrance was blocked by a mass
of flame.” -

E. B. Leavitt, ticket taker at the
theater, was at the main entrance, and
realizing the gravity of the situation
at a glance he burst open the three
double doors and then ran to turn in
the fire alarm. ¢

“I heard and saw the mob rushing
for the door,” said he. *I could not see
the fire from where I stood, and I
thought that it was not so bad as it
really was. When the first of the
frenzied audience reached the outside

v

humanity and
street.”

DAVIS COLLAPSES
UNDER THE STRAIN

Manager Davis collapsed tonight un-
der the worry and distress occasioned
by the catastrophe. After the fire he
and Mr. Powers made their head-
quarters in the women’s dressing room,
where they were constantly besieged
by people who were frantically seeking
for inforamtion of their relatives. The
climax came with Mr. Davis when he
was approached by Mr. George C. San-
born, a prominent business man, who
sald:

“I had twelve children in two boxes
in there and they.are missing. Are
they in there now?”

“My God! This is what kills a man!”
said Mr. Davis, as ‘he turned away,
and the next instant would have fallen
to the floor. He was assisted to a car-
riage and driven to his home. Later
it was ascertained that Mr. Sanborn’s
son Harold, nineteen years old, had
taken the entire party in safety from
the theater.

carried out to the

The scene around the office of thg

managers was pathetic in the extreme,
It was a constant succession of tragic
episodes. One woman with hair flying
and streaming eyes fought desperately
with the policemen who would have
prevented her from seeing the man-
agers and slipped past them. Falling
at the feet of the first man in the
room, she said:

“Please, please,
Harold is in there.” _

“I ecannot tell you where he is,” was
the reply.

“My God, man! That's my
boy!” she moaned, and then
made her way into the street.

“What do you want?” asked a police-
man in front of the office of C. E. El-
liott, as he tried to force his way in.

“My wife, that's all,” he sobbed, and
turned away.

PROPRIETORS
MAKE STATEMENT

Will F. Davis and Harry J. Powers,
proprietors of the Iroquois theater,
make the following statement:

“So far as we have been able to as-
certain, the cause or causes of the
most unfortunate accident of the fire
in the Iroquois, it appears that one of
the scenic draperies was noticed to
have ignited from some cause. It was
detected before it had reached: an ap-
preciable flame, and the city fireman
who is deteiled and constantly on duty
when the theater is opened, noticed it
simultaneously with the electrician.
The fireman, who was only a few feet
away, immediately pulled a tube of
kilfyre, of which many were hung
about the stage, and threw the con-
tents upon the blaze, which would have
been more than enough, if the Kkilfyre
had been effective, to extinguish the
flame at once; but for some cause in-
herent to the tube, the kilfyre had no
effect.

“The fireman and electrician then
ordered down the asbestos curtain and
the fireman threw the contents of an-
other tube of kilfyre upon the blaze,
with no better result.

““The commotion thus caused excited the
alarm of the audience, who immediately
started for the exits, of which there are

tell me if my son

only
rising,

twenty-five of unusual width, all opening
out and ready to the hand of anvone
reaching them. The draft thus caused, it
is believed, had, before the curtain could
be entirely lowered, produced a bellying
of the asbestos curtain, causing a pres-
sure on the guides against the solid brick

wall of the proscenium, thus stopping its
descent. HEvery effort was made by those
on the stage to pull it down, but the draft

was so great it s
against the pros
tion caused

emed that the pressure
cenium wall and the fric-

thereby so strong that
they could not be ove e. The audi-
ence hecame panic stricken in their ef-
forts to reach the exits and tripped and
fell over each other and blocked the way.
The audience was promptly admonished
and importuned by persons employed on
the stage and in the auditorium to be
calm and avoid any rush; that the exits

and facilities for emptying the theater
were ample to enable them al] to get out
without confusion.

‘‘No expense or precaution was omit-
ted to make the theater as fireproof as
it could be made, there being nothing

combustible in the constructure of the
house except the trimmings and furnish-
Ings of the stage and auditorium. In
the building of the theater we sacrificed
more space to aisles and exits than any
theater in America.”

EDDIE FOY TELLS
OF THE HORROR

Continued From First Page.

the rear of the stage. The stage is un-
usually wide, and there was so great
a draft the flames spreaq rapidly.
They soon had attacked all the scenery
in the rear of the house. I never be-
lieved it was possible for fire to spread
S0 quickly. When it flirst started I
went to the footlight, and, to prevent
alarming the audience, said that there
was a slight blaze,- and that it would
be better for all to leave quietly. Then
I stepped back and called for the as-
bestos curtain to be lowered.

“This, when about half way down,
refused to go farther, and thus an ad-
ditional draft was created. This swept
the flames out into the auditorium,
and I knew that the theater was doom-
ed. I hurried back to the stage and
aided in getting the women members
of the company into the alley. Some
of them were in their dressing rooms
and were almost overcome by smoke
before they could get down to the
stage and to the doors.

HITCH SAVES LIVES
OF THE COMPANY

“The simple fact that the curtain
did not descend entirely was what
saved the lives of the company, al-
though it caused such a horrible ca-
tastrophe in the front of the house.
After the curtain had refused to de-
scend, there came the explosion of the
gas tanks, and, with 4¢he curtain down,
all the fire and gas would have been
confined between the rear wall of the
theater and the fireproof curtain in
front.

“Under these circumstances, it woulq
not have been possible for a single
member of the-- company to escape
alive unless he or she had been stand-
ing immediately in front of the door
leading into the alley, As it was, the
draft carried all the gas and fire out
beneath the curtain and the company
was saved, although " their salvation
was the death of so many poor people
in front.”
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