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How ﬂh Unattractive Hou

se May Be Converted Into An

Inviting and Cheerful Home:--Two Pictures Showing
Possibilities in the Way of Transformation

O improve an unattractive
house and convert it into an
inviting and cheerful home is
a task which conironts many

people who have acquired a house
dy made. It is seldomn that a com
pleted house can be purchased which

will satisfy the incoming owner as it
stands. Some changes will be made
sooner or though the
amount of money expended may be
small.

later, even

The two pictures reproduced here
show the improvement that can be
made in an old house by a few simple
changes and a carefuily thought out
and attractive color scheme for its
exterior as well as its environments,
for it must be admitted that the way
a house is set and its surrounding
grounds make a deal of difference in
the coloring it is best to choose for it.

An Unpromising Start.

As will be seen in the picture in the
upper-right hand corner, the earlier
state of this house was not promising;
also, the grounds had been left much
to themselves, though in the summer
months an unpleasing combination of
marigold and magenta colored petu-
nias grew in close profusion about the
steps. No color or flower is more
effective when massed than strong yel-
low, but in placing it 1ts immediate
neighbors must be well censidered, or
the good effect is quite lost.

The woman of the family who had
acquired this house had the faculty of

home making and beautifying. She
saw in the house possibilities of an ar-
tistically correct example of New
England Colonial architecture. She
felt that consistency in form and orna-
mentation was one great requisite to-
vard successful-improvement. She re-
garded good and harmonious color-
ing for house and grounds as essential
to her happiness; thereiore, she looked
the place over carefully inside and
out.

Improving the Upper Rooms.

The upper rooms were dark within,
because the windows were small and
deep-set. Her necessity demanded that
at least one of these upper rooms
should be somewhat enlarged. She
decided to throw out three dormer
windows across the front —the central
one to be large enough to give the re-
quired extra space for the nursery.

The small, narrow porch, which ex-
tended from the jog of the house to
the east end, was without a railing,
and seemed incomplete. She planned
to carry it around the corner and to
the rear, widening it ali; and she ar-
gued that the portion which led to the
kitchen, if latticed enclosed, would
make a good place for the laundry
tubs to be set ‘n the hot weather.

In the beginning she had determined
to repaint the house, its monotonous
putty-colored front and nondescript
roof being particularly unattractive
and oppressive. She had the paint
mixed under her own eyve. The foun-
dation was good white lead rubbed in
raw oil, and enough of clear, clean
gray was added to produce the silvery
shade che had seen in her mind’s eye.
The trim was ivory white. Moss
green creosote stain was used for the
roof, the faint green-brown tint which

it had shown previously in nowise in-
terfering with the brush application
and effect of the new stain, which was
put over it. The color of the body of
the house would now extend to its
corners.

In its first state the body was en-
closed in a blue white trim. This is a
stvle much affected in frame houses,
but it takes from the apparent size
of the house, besides giving a boxed-in
look that is objectionabie. On the
other hand, the color combination or
the new occupant was extremely satis-
factory. The wide porch floor was
given a more yellowish grav tone than
the body of the house, as that color
is less likely to show dusty footprints.

Brightening the Outside Show.

The next step was the setting in of
window boxes, painted dark green like
the blinds of shutters that were used
at all of*the windows. This paint had
a glossy finish. The boxes were filled
with flowering scarlet geraniums.

The question of awnings had to be
considered. The men of the family
favored green and white striped can-
vas. “It will be dirty brown before
the sumner is half over,” they were
told. “Red and white will be the more
effective and less likely to chahee col-
or.” Though there may have been
some misgivings as to the suitability
of such gayly colored stuffs for so
sedate a dwelling, the woman was per-
mitted to have her way.

Two barrels were secured and saw-
ed in two, the lower halves forming
high tubs. These were given an ex-
tra band or two about the top and bot-
tom, which made them entirely secure.
Then they were ,painted a brilliant
scarlet, a portion of varnish being
added to the l!ast coat, which gave

them a finish resembling lacquer.
Small trees of box, closely trimmed in
correct. cone shape, were set with
them. Then they were placed on
cither c¢ide of tie steps, and gave to
the entrance a striking touch of
color.

When the geraniums glowed amid
their green leaves in the window
boxes, and the scarlet and white pop-
pies swayed in the wind against the
lattice about the house, and the dia-
mond shaped bed of gerariums began
to blossom on the green lawn, the
mistress of the house felt that her
ideal was rapidly materializing.

The lawn was intersected by neat
cement walks and a well-graveiled and
rolled driveway. Everything combined
to give the house so attractive an ap-
pearance that it caught and held the
attention of even the casusl passer-hy.

She curtained all windows in the
same style, using clear white 1usiin.
Some wicker chairs and a small table
were placed on the porch. and a gayly
fringed red and white hammeck was in
place across a corner.

A Perfect Color Scheme.

The tall pine tree, which reared its
fringed top above the peak -of the
roof, presented a length of brown
trunk which seemed to invite the
greenness of a vine. So here was
planted a white moon flower, its quick
growth proving the wisdom of its
selection.

One felt, in looking at this house.,
that not a mistake had been made in
its color scheme or environments. The
simple lines of the New England Colo-
nial house had been kept well in mind
throughout. Jutting bay windows,
with diamond panes, little upper bal-
conies with a tangle of vines over

The Effect of Paint, the Addition of a
Window or Two and the Planting

of Flowers and Proper Dines

them, a riot of variously colored flow-
ers in beds and borders would have
been utterly unsuitable and unbecom-
ing.

The real charm of this remodelled
dwelling lay in the strength and sim-
plicity of the color scheme employed.
On its west side another season will
see a formal garden. 'Tall stalks of
pure white lilies will grow against a
wall of sweet pea vines, and roses will
blossom and fill the air with their de-
licious  fragrance bcade closely
cropped hedges of the glossy leaved
box. A bed of pansies is planned to
be edged about with the airy foliage
and little deep blue flowers of the
lobelia, and another waik will be set
vetween rows of gayly colored holly-
Ix(:.clﬁ. But everywhere the delicate
primness of our great-grandmother’s
day will be preserved.

Answers to Correspondents

Lylian writes: “Perhaps you can
help me with a small bedroom, It is
very small and has one window. I
have a black iron bed, an oak dresser
and a Roman stool. This is all I can
have for it. I intend having the fioor
finished, so please tell what paint or

stain I can get, as the woodwork is
oak.

“The walls and ceiling show a tiny |

gilt striped paper with vellow, and net
curtains are at the window. Should

I carry out the color in the wall paper,
and what pictures shouid be used? 1
have plenty of photographs and small
pictures in gilt frames.

“Would a black fur rug in front of
the bed look well? What shouid my
bed be dressed in? Could | drace the
glass of my dresser, and in what ma-
terial?”

Do not drape your glass. A pretty
vellow and white flowered silkoline or
lawn could be used for your bed
spread and for over draperies at your
windcw. Make the window curtains
with a ten-inch valance across the top,
allowing the straight side lengths to
fall from it.

The bed cover should also be made
with a valance around three sides,
leaving the side flounces and bottom
unjoined to hang around the upports
of the bed. This valance <hould be
made moderately full and so that it
will escape the floor about one inch
all ‘round. Use white liren slips on
your pillows. The black fur rug
would be an acceptable addition.,

_In grouping your pictures, consider
size and color and subject. A certain
well considered irregularity in the ar-
rangement of wall decoration: is
sometimes effective. If you will send a
stamped addressed envelope ! will for-
ward you the name of a floor finish.

A Quaint and Artistic City Basement
Room.

Mrs. F. R, Jr., writes: “Having re-
cently purchased a home we have been
more than interested in your pictures
oi rooms and helpful suggestions. So
far we have svent much meney and
have achieved somewhat commonplace
results, which we hoped to avoid. We
are about to fix up the dining-room,
which we want to be the most attrac-
tive room in the house.

“It is a city basement room. with
a_deep bay window facing the west,
1 he middle window is four feet wide.
The side windows are quite narrow.
Each sill is a foot wide. We wish to
curtain in the most attractive way.

_ “The woodwork is cypress panelling
half way up. There is an attractive
oak mantel without mirror: also a

combinatior sideboard and china
closet, which we dislike, but cannot af-
ford to remove or rebuild. \Ve have
good oak chairs and a finely finished
and carved dining table; also an oak
china closet.

“The floors are too poor for rugs.
We can have new flour covering and
curtains and decorate the walls, which
has never becn done.

“Can you give me some ideas which
will make the room a little unlike the
stereo:vped basement dining-room?
We wish to spend as little money as is
possible for goed wear and attractive-

»

1ness,

I hope your cypress wainscot and
oak mautel are not too light in color.
Paper your walls above the wainscot
{ with strong, deep yellow paper. This
may be striped per, two toned, or
plain cartridge, as you prefer, but the
color mu-t be clean and clear and have
no greenish shade to it.

Curtain your windows next the glass
with cream white fish net and other
curtains of East India cotton—some-
thing showing palm leaves in a ming
ling of yellow, old blue, green and
crimson on an ivory ground. The net
curtains should hang straight to the
sill and be run on slender brass rods
set next the glass. The outer curtains
should hang flush with and reach the
sill.

On the window sill set a row of
{ vour red earthern flower pots of ex-
actly the same size and color, and have
trim little growing plants of the same
kind and size in each. This may seem
a detail, but it is an important one.

If your wanelled wainscot fimshes
with a shelf, place upon it any piece
| of brass or copper you can get to
scther, and cider tobies and any old
iinglish jugs or ale mug Hang on
the walls a few highly colored prints
of hunting or coaching and old Eng-
lish scenes. These should be
in flat wood frames to match the
woodwork. Some pieces of blue and
white china plates and platters should
also be hung upon the wall.

Cover your floor with dull blue or
vellow: brown terry or filling. This
ells for R0 cents a yard. A central
drugget of inconspicuous pattern can
be used under the table if desired. This
will give you a quaint, artistic and un-
u-ual room.

Hints for Redecorating Walls and
Ceiling.

“Constant Reader” “Will
vou kindly give me suggestions
througl: your most valuable column.
| wish to redecorate the walls and ceil-
ing of my northeast chamber, and to
get new floor covering and any other
articles which may add to its appear-
ance. It is 13 feet by 13 feet 6 inches,
with an 8-foot ceiling. It has north
and east windows, and contains a bed-
room :et of antique ouk.

“The folding bed has a large mirror,
as has also the dre The room
contains one straight k chair of
antique oak, and a rocker painied the
color of the walls. The window cur-
tains are white ruffled muslin, but I
can substitute something else if you
think it advisable. I prefer paint on
the walls and a rug on the floor, with a
painted border.
know, is lighter in color than the va-
riety known as the golden oak.”

My own understanding of antique
oak is that it is not so light as golden
oak. By painting your side walls. vou
probably mean using the oil finish. In
any case, a clear, strong yellow should
be your choice. Paner the ceiling to
the picture mould with floral paper
vellow blossoms on an ivory ground
Choose a cotton chintz or cretonne of

writes:

Latest Welsh Rabbit Receipt

The Welsh rabbit still holds the
first place among chafing dish dain-
ties, and it is a joy to watch the up-
to-date hostess serve it.

Some of the new rabbit dishes are
unusual. A set seen recently came
in a case which looked like a pine-
apple cheese. There were
plates, on each one of which were
hand-painted rabbits in positions sug-
gestive of the chase.

The newest receipt for this favorite
is called Lady’s Welsh Rabbit. It is
made as follows:

One tablespoonful butter in blazer,
and when melted add one cup milk,

three-fourths of a teaspoonful of salt,
one-eighth teaspoon pepper and a few
grains of cayemne. Break six eggs
mto a bowl and beat slightly with a
silver fork. Add to milk with season-
ings, and cook until of a creamy con-
sistency, stirring and scraping from
the bottom of pan. Tken add one
mashed Neufchatel cheese. Serve on
toast or cheese wafers.
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Japan’s Military Strength:--/# Japanese Diew

APANESE residents in this coun-
try complain that they are mis-
represented by the press of
America and Europe, which

continually speaks of “little” Japan, as
if it were a small country, and its
army and navy inconsiderable as com-
pared with those of the great Powers.
So far from this being the fact, they
think they are well able to take care
of themselves in a fight with any other
nation on earth.

No Japanese suffers from a lack of
confidence in himself or his nation.
If he is told that his nation could not
stand up against Russia, he gleefully
recalls the historical fact that the very
Asiatic hordes who conquered Russia
and Hungary in medieval times were
easily beaten by the Japanese, when
the Mongols attempted to conquer
Japan.

“Japan is not a small country, nor
are the Japanese a diminutive or weak
people,” wrote a Japanese editor the
other day in a Japanese newspaper

published in New York. “The em-
pire embraces about 150,000 square
miles, or one-fourth more than Eng-
land, Scotland and Wales; and its
population is about 45,000,000, or sev-
eral millions more than the population
of Great Britain.

“To carry the comparison with
Great Britain a little farther, it must
be said that the Japanese army is
superior to the army of Great Britain
in numbers, in discipline, in equip-
ment, in efiiciency, in the individual
fighting quality of the men—in other
words, in every quality that makes
for effective fighting under modern
conditions.

“In case of war, there would be at
least 650,000 of the highly-trained and
finely-equipped soldiers of the Japan-
ese regular army immediately avail-
able for a campaign. In addition to
this large body of troops, Japan, with
its strong ideals of patriotism and
loyalty to the Emperor, could prob-
ably throw into the field a greater
proportion of its actual fighting
strength than any other country in
the world.”
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Why British Tars Nevej
Strike Seven Bells |

b L

Everybody who knows anything
about nautical maiters understands
the method of keeping time at sea—
eight bells every four hours, an addi-
tional bell being struck for each half
hour.

From six to cight in the evening is
the second dog watch, but on British
ships seven bells (half past seven) of
the second dog watch are never
struck. All other ships, even the
American, strike these bells.

During the Napoleonic wars there
was a great mutiny in the British
navy. The crews of the fleets lying
at Spithead and the Nore agreed to
rise simultaneously against their offi-
cers. The signal agreed upon was
seven bells of the second dog watch.
The mutiny actually began at the ar-
ranged time, but failed, the ringleaders
being executed. Ever since then seven
bells of the second dog watch has
never been struck on British - ships,
naval or mercantile.

~imilar coloring and design, ard make

Interesting Origin of

HIS is the way that Brigadier-

General Hughes tells how he

was given the undignified

nick-name of “Calonel
Breeches.” 3

“At the time I was lieutenant-colo-
nel, and had been camped on the
banks of the Yellowstone, waiting for
orders to move after Custer’s charge.
We had spent the whole summer in
the field, and had taken nothing ex-
cept packs for our supplies.

“My wife had given me that ques-
tionable article called a comfort bag
just before I entered the campaign.
It was filled with buttons, thread, scis-
sors, thimble, etcetera, and this was
my first use of it.

“I was in most awful need of clothes

and began skirmishing for material
out of which to make some trousers.
The only thing I could find was a
shelter tent, and T used the remnants
of a pair of trousers I was still wearing

a Soldier’s Nickname
for a pattern by which to make them.
noon | had worked up a per: piration

that can only be excelled by a Tur!
ish bath, and my

canvas trou-¢j

gore irom my bleeding fingers.

“My first piece of tailoring was fin
ished by night, but 1 was a fit sub-
ject for the hospital.

“The worst was yet to come. [ put
had studied a regalia to make his au-
dience how! with laughter, could have
found such iines and curves if he had
spent a year on his model.

“Just where they should have been
big they were too small, and vice versa.
They could have beaten a grocery
awning for scallops, or a horned toad
for corners.

“I could not sit down in them at
all, unless 1 turned them rear side
before, and I looked so utterly mis-
erable, whether walking or standing,

framed !
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The Decoraticn of a Large Suburban
Bedroom.
CUER 2%

writes: "I would thank you
to immform me what color wall
ceiling paper would be most :
ate for a large bedroom in :
house having two windows, hi
ing, furniture and woodwork
oak, and a floor of stan
should :
color large - rug should be used to c«
form with the furnishings and decor
tions.”

1so be pleased to kn

l am afraid you have become d
couraged awaiting the answer to yor
letter. Had you sent a stamped

addressed envelope 1 uld have sen
vou a personal reply, as I letters
must await their turn in these col
umns,

Use a striped wall paper— something

showing ropes of field flowers, corn
flowers, daisies and poppie gainst
an wvory ground. The ceiling could
be tinted faintly yellow and brought

{ down to the picture rail. A large rug
of Wilton velvet in Oriental de
on purplish red ground would
well. At the windows use cream net

{ rufiled curtains, tied ba with over-

draperies of dull green raw silk. Match
some shade of gr
the wall paper de

1

en in the foliage oi

sign

Some Hints on Curtains, Valances and
Rugs.

B. McD., Pittsbu says: “Please
inform me if the cheese cloth cur
tains and valance - suggest using
in a bedroom would be proper for a
living room? 1Is a rod
ing the valance? My
curtains that can i

used for hang
room re quires
laundered often,

and. as the windows are used a great
deal, I would like the curtains tied
back. Is there a washable fringe or

any kind of trimming
gest using? The room
] with light

light green,
cerise
would like

There is

which 1

shade of green. (
where I could have it d !
I cannot givegvou addresses througi
| these columns. If you will send me
153 envelope 1 will
reliable ones. Tl 1 ry

tains would |

self-addressed
vou O111¢
white cheese cloth

very wel

1m vour

laundered without

well after washing

ton fringes may 1

| large department

{a little gimp headin 1

| fringe is preferable to the ball var

| Tf your cerise rug is of : d shade
and combination. I would s 2st tha
{ vou do not have it dyed, carry it
| color out in your valance 1 1
| straight lengths to hang at either side
of vour winde frame where the
chee “loth curtains are draped bacl
\ red cotton, shov

dahlizs in the same shad 1 a
{the rug, with some green leaves, would

| lcok extremely well. A separate rod
should used for the wvalance and
stratecht lengths at the side

“lI :hall never forget that day. By|

were streaked and polka-dotted with |

THE PERFECT SEASONING FOR
Soups, Salads, Oysters, Clams, Fish, Lob-
stees, Chops, Roasts, Sacces, Gravies, etc.
It imparts a delicious flavor, gives a keen
appetite and stimulates the digestion.

that General Otis straightway dubbed
me ‘Colonel Breeches.” And I’ve been
unable to get from under it ever!

since.”

Ask your dealer for MILHENNY’S
‘T'abasco, the original and best.
FREE—~ Wrice for mieresting bosklet of wew and srique vesipes.

BCILHENNY'S TABASCO, New ihera, La.
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