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TIMBER AND STONE ACT
MAY NOW BE REPEALED

Senate Committee Ends Two-year Controversy by Re-

porting Favorably Quarles' Bill Strlpt of Drastic Fea-

tures—Measure Is Identical With Hansbrough's Bill

—North Dakotan and Nelson Uphold Homestead Law.

Globe Special Washington Service,
1417 G Street.

WASHINGTON, D. C, March 16.—
The biH to amend the forestry law
by providing that timber on public

lands shall in future be sold as stump-

age and at public auction, without ces-
sion of lands, was reported today by

I the senate committee on public lands.

Quarles Introduced the bill, which is
along the lines of the one framed by

Hansbrough. It provides that in arid
and semi-arid states the proceeds of
such sales be segregated for the benefit
of the reclamation fund.

This bill is part of the original
Quarles bill, but has been stripped of
the feature over which a bitter con-
troversy has been waged, namely, that
to repeal the commutation clause of
the homestead law and the desert land
act. Action is hoped for on this line
through a bill introduced in the house
by Reeder, of Kansas, and reported by

the irrigation committee.
—Walter E. Clark.

WASHINGTON, D. C, March 16.—
The senate committee on public lands,
after a contest extending over two
years. In which an attempt was made
to repeal all of the general land laws
of the country, today authorized a fa-
vorable report on Senator Quarles'
bill to repeal the timber and stone act.
As reported, the bill has a provision
authorizing the secretary of the inte-
rior to sell at public sale or otherwise
the right to cut timber on government
lands. The bill was amended to pro-
vide that the moneys derived from the
sale of these rights should be convert-
ed into the reclamation fund for irri-
gation purposes, and is now identical
with one introduced two months ago by
Senator Hansbrough, chairman of the
committee.

No bill introduced in congress in
, congress in several years has been
' pushed with more vigor by its friends

or fought more stubbornly by its ene-
mies than the original bill fathered by

Senator Quarles, which provided for
the repeal of the timber and stone act,

the desert land act and the commuta-
tion clause of the homestead law. The
heated contests in committee have been
so frequent that they threatened many-
times to break the personal regard in
which the memberß of the committee
always had held one another. The
last three meetings of the committee
were no exception. Last year the com-
mittee reported the bill over the head
of the chairman, Senator Hansbrough,
but he served notice that it could not
be passed, and It died with the con-
gress. This year all the Democratic
members of the committee, except
Senator Dubois and three Republican
members —Senators Bard, Nelson and
Dietrich—were again against him,
making a majority of 1 in favor of
reporting the land bill.

Chairman Hansbrough declined to
put the motion for reporting the bill
without having a chance to be heard
in opposition to the measure. He was
charged with filibustering, but re-
mained steadfast. That was at the
meeting last week, and the committee
was compelled to adjourn without tak-
ing action. Chairman Hansbrough
talked to members of the committee
individuallyand gave as his view that
the bill, if passed, would upset the land
laws of the entire country and turn
to Canada the great stream of immi-
gration that was now building up the
West. He declared the homestead la-^g

vital to the interests of the unimproved

West, and suggested to the friends of
the bill that a measure be introduced
for repeal of the timber and stone act
only. He won Senator Nelson to the
same view and the bill was introduced
by Senator Quarles and approved by

the committee.
The house committee of public lands

today agreed to amendments which it
will recommend to the bill reported to
the house Jan. 21, prohibiting the se-
lection of timber lands in lieu of lands
in forest reserves. The amendments
allow owners of lands in forest re-
serves, which lands have not been de-
nuded of timber, to exchange the same
for other vacant surveyed unmineral
lands subject to homestead entry. The
purpose is to.prevent persons who have
acquired timber lands and denuded
them from exchanging such lands for
valuable timbered lands elsewhere. The
amendments prevent an injustice to
persons who have not denuded their
holdings in forest reserves.

GROUND 13 SHAKEN
Violent Earthquake Shocks on

Pacific Coast.

SEATTLE, Wash., March 16.—Two
earthquake shocks were felt here at
8:18 o'clock tonight, the first of five
seconds' and the second of fifteen
seconds' duration. A vibration from
east to west severe enough to rattle
dishes, move chairs and shake up the
higher buildings occurred.

VICTORIA, B. C, March 16.—At 8:18
tonight the sharpest shock of earth-
quake felt in Victoria for twenty years
shook the city. Clocks were stopped

and invalids screamed with terror.

FALSE IMPRISONMENT
ENRICHES SERVANT GIRL

Mrs. McMullin Was Too Hasty in Ac-
cusing Bertha of Theft.

Special to The Globe.
DES MOINES, lowa, March 16.—

Bertha Gabriel, of Oskaloosa, a servant
girl, who worked out for $3 per week,

has been enriched by being arrested
for theft. That is, she has more money
than she had ever hoped to amass, be-
cause an indignant employer, Mrs. Etta
Duffin McMullin was overhasty in hav-
ing her arraigned in court. The girl
was acquitted and at once instituted
damage proceedings against her mis-
tress for $10,000. After a ten-day trial
she was given a verdict for $2,800. The
money will be paid by Maj. McMullin,
a wealthy retired citizen, who but re-
cently married Mrs. McMullin.

THE NEWS INDEXED

PAGE I.
Senate Committee Reports Land Bill.
Northern Securities Case.
Progress of the War.
Armour People Make Millions in

Wheat.
Great Fire Insurance Combine.

PAGE 11,

County Auditor Krahmer Says He Did
No Wrong.

Northwestern Land Men Organize.
Tells Why He Didn't Take the Job.
Primaries Show 20,000 Votes.
Aldermen Would Make Trading Stamp

Companies Pay License Fee.
PAGE 111.

Minneapolis Matters.
News of the Northwest.

PAGE IV.
Editorial Comments.

PAGE V.
In the Sporting World.

PAGE VI.
Soldiers at Snelling Resent Gustave

Scholle's Estimate of Them.
Declare Against Amusement Park,
St. Patrick's Day Celebration.

PAGE VII.
Of Interest to Women.

PAGE VIII.
Globe's Popular Wants.

PAGE IX.
Financial and Commercial.

PAGE X.
Political News and Gossip.

AGAINST PARKHURST
Jury Says Preacher Libeled Dr.

Schell.

BOSTON, Mass., March 16.—A supe-

rior court jury today returned a ver-
dict in favor of Rev. Dr. E. A. Schell,
of Chicago, formerly general secretary

of the Epworth league, in his libel suit
against Dr. Charles Parkhurst. editor,
and the Boston Wesleyan association,
publishers, of Zion's Herald. The jury
fixed the damages at $24,000.

The suit arose over statements print-
ed in Zion's Herald in 1899, regarding

the publication by Dr. Schell, in col-
laboration with E. O. Excell, a com-
poser of Chicago, of a sacred song
book for the use of the Epworth league.

The alleged libel was contained in
statements that Dr. Schell was dis-
honest and had utilized his position in
the church for his personal gain. The
defense was a general denial of the
allegations and a claim that the pub-
lished statements were true and priv-
ileged.

Now Watch Out for the Pet Bogie.

LAWYERS CONFER
WITH MR. HILL

No Definite Pians in Northern

Securities Case Under
Consideration.

NEW YORK, March 16.—Lawyers

representing the various interests in

the Northern Securities company were
in conference with President Hill and
other officials until late in the day.
Judge Johnson, of' Philadelphia, who
argued the Securities case before the
United States supreme court, was re-
ported to have been one of the con-
ferees. The others included Francis
Lynde Stetson, of counsel to J. P. Mor-
gan & Co., and R. S. Lovett, repre-
senting the Harriman interests. Later
Mr. Hill said:

We are waiting for the order of the
court. Nothing can be done until we re-
ceive it. I would like to say, however,
that there will be no attempt to evade the
judgment of the court. We haven't any
definite plan or plans under consideration.
There has been altogether too much
guesswork by outsiders. They have tried
to make a mountain out of a molehill,
and there isn't even a molehill.

President Hill, Vice President Clough
and Directors George F. Baker and
John S. Kennedy were among those in
conference. It was said that plans to
dissolve the company and return the
railroad stocks to the original holders
were discussed. '

WASHINGTON, D. C, March 16.—1n
the house today Mr. Williams (Miss.)

had read an editorial from the New.
York Times of today under the head-
ing, "As to Running Amuck," having

reference to having an interview with
the attorney general on the subject of
the merger decision. The attorney
general had given his views, he said,
"to quiet the apprehension of trusts
and combinations for fear they might
think the government was going into
the business of discovering and prose-
cuting them miscellaneously "without

Continued on Sixth Page.

FIRE INSURANCE
COMPANIES UNITE

Uniform Rates Will Be Fixed
and Work Done by a

Central Board.

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., March 16. —The Inquirer tomorrow will say that
the national board of fire insurance
underwriters at a meeting held in New
York today came to an agreement with
a committee of twenty representing

various insurance companies by which
all fire insurance^ companies in this
country and all foreign companies rep-
resented here will form a combination.

Uniform rates arVlo be fixed for the
same class of risks In all cities, uni-
form legislation in all states and cities
is to be advocated, and all technical
work is hereafter to be done by a cen-
tral board instead of local state or city
boards, as has been the custom. Old
insurance men state that this is the
first time the companies have been
able to agree upon plans.

"Had we gotten- together long ago,"
said one of the leading insurance men
of the city, "we would not now be see-
ing an average ash heap of $150,000,000
every year in this country."

A special committee of seven was ap-
pointed at the meeting to carry out the
plans; and an assessment was made
upon each company to provide a fund
of $100,000 annually to carry on the
work. C. A. Hexamer, chairman of the
local board of underwriters, says:

The committee of seven, will plan and
aid in carrying out a similar series of
regulations affecting the safety of build-
ings in all cities. districts in all
cities will be rated' the same. There will
still be use for local boards in aiding to
carry out the work, but they will not be
left to their own resources, as heretofore,
but will be backed up by a great power.

Descending From Vladivostok.
PARIS, March 16.—The Temps cor-

respondent at St. Petersburg asserts
that a Russian army corps is descend-
ing from Vladivostok toward Korea.
He adds that Port Arthur has a garri-
son of 30,000 men and is provisioned
for a year.

-Ordered to Help Japs.

JAPANESE READY TO GO TO THE FRONT

The Globe Has Exclusive Publication of The ftew York Herald's SpeofaJ War News Service*
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ARMOUR GATHERS
IN MR MILLIONS

Big Packer and Lieutenants

Close Out Immense Line

of May Wheat.

CHICAGO" March 16.—With the clos-
ing out of a line of 20,000,000 bushels
of May wheat today the Armour peo-
ple brought to a close the most re-
markable wheat deal on record. Fanci-
ful stories of immense profits in wheat
have been written before, but for cold,
sober facts, for which the most con-
servative traders vouch, the campaign
Just ended is considered unique in
Board of Trade annals.

Four million dollars, a million for
each month the deal was pending, is
the lowest estimate of the profits that
accrued to the big packer and his lieu-
tenants. Several careful calculators
believe the amount was $5,000,000. In
the length of the campaign, In the fren-
zied excitement that featured it when
the tension was greatest, in the influ-
ences that contributed to its successful
termination and in the modest way it
was brought to a finish, the deal has
been a trade epic.

President A. E. Valentine, of the Ar-
mour Grain company, chief engineer of
the campaign, is authority for the
statement that one of the "tailers"
cleared $600,000 on his line. The op-
eration began back in November, when
the May and July prices were In the
seventies. It carried the May as high
as $1.09% and the July as high as
99% cents. There was an advance from
the bottom of 30 cents on the May and
26 cents on the July. The market flat-
tened again today, missing the Armour
help.

PARIS, March 16.—It is asserted, ac-
cording to the Rome correspondent of
the Journal, that the congregation of
the propaganda has ordered the mis-
sionaries in Japan to secretly give Ja-
pan financial aid in its conflict with
Russia. The French chief of the mis-
sion has refused to obey this order on
the ground of patriotism and because
of his friendship for Russia.

Review of Troops at Chemulpo, Korea, After Landing, and Previous o Departing to (Meet the Russians.

Special Cable to The Globe.

Special Cable to The Globe.

READ THE GLOBE.
THE ONLY LIVE NEWSPAPER

IN ST. PAUL.
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RUSSIANS TAKE
NEW POSITION

SANGUINARY LAND FIGHT
SEEMS NEAR AT HAND

Details of the Latest Bombardment
of Port Arthur Show Much Damage
Was Wrought, Hardly a Residence
Escaping and Many People Being
Killed—Unconfirmed Report Has
Russians Crossing the Yalu.

MAIN MOVEMENT BEGINS.

Special Cable to The Globe.
TOKYO, March 16.—1n all probability the main movement of the

Japanese army has begun. The army building was ablaze with electrio
lights all last night. There was expectancy today, and while no bulletin
has been made public by Gen. Ishimota, there is no doubt that a report
of important moves is expected any moment from Northeastern Manchu-
ria, which point, It Is now agreed here, will mark the first attaok in
force against the Russians.

COMPENDIUM OF THE CONFLICT.
From the far East come indications that the great

annie are slowly but surely advancing, and that the first
decisive land battle is not far distant.

The Port Arthur situation continues to be serious, but
the rumors of Russia's alleged intention to abandon her
stronghold are again denied, the St. Petersburg news-
papers being particularly bitter in denouncing those with
whom the reports originated and attributing stock-
jobbing motives to the fabrication.

Tokyo continues to make guesses as to the where-
abouts of the Russian squadrons, evidently being reluctant
to abandon the idea that Vice Admiral Makaroff had taken
to the open sea where a battle would be unavoidable.

From Port Arthur comes a bulletin declaring that all
Is quiet there; also that there is no sign of the enemy.

Russia is reported to be moving an army corps from
Vladivostok toward Korea, while dispatches from the
New-chwang district indicate that the Russians have
taken up a strong position in well-fortified towns, includ-
ing Ashan Shan, where the Japanese army concluded its
advance during the war with China.

To Washington comes the information that China has
ordered a vast quantity of modern rifles, and with the
news a full realization of the fact that the "yellow peril"
is a very real one.

SHANGHAI, March 16.—Three Norwegian steamers, the
Prandack, Argo and Sierstad, arrived here today direct from
Port Arthur. Members of the crew give authentic particu-
lars of the last bombardment. The Argo lay alongside the
Retvizan in the harbor.

One shell from a Japanese warship fell on the deck of the
battleship and exploded, killing nineteen officers and men.
Crews of merchant ships in the harbor deserted and fled
towards the promontory during the bombardment. The
greatest damage was done in the new town, where shells
played such havoc that practically all the shops and business
buildings in the main street were demolished. There Is seare-
ly a residence left untouched.

FIRE VERY ACCURATE.
The Japanese fire was marvelously accurate. The inhab-

itants were terror-stricken. Many attempted to construct
bombardment-proof cellars. A shell fell among a crowd of
sightseers. Itkilled twenty-five of them. Three government
clerks were killed while on their way from the port admiral's
office. The most elevated fort at the entrance of the harbor
was most seriously damaged. There was one tremendous
explosion which civilians attributed to the blowing up of a
magazine, but whether their surmise was correct or not is
not known, as the Russian authorities forbade that any in-
quiries be answered.

AMERICAN REFUGEES EN ROUTE.

Special Cable to The Globe.
(Copyright, 1904, New York Herald.)

CHINAMPO, Wednesday.—The Cincinnati has arrived,
received twenty-three American refugees from the mines and
missions and immediately proceeded to Chemulpo, where
some will remain and others will go to the United States.

BUY REPAIR SUPPLIES.
Special Cable to The Glpbe.

(Copyright, 1904, New York Herald.)

CHIFU. Wednesday.—A well known Russian naval en-
gineer from Port Arthur, who is passing here incognito for
Shanghai, tells of the purchase of sundry parts necessary for
repairs of the damaged vessels. No details were obtained.
The Russians are buying secretly all the available hay and,
salt, the latter for curing purposes.

WOUNDED RUSSIANS AT PORT SAID.

(Copyright, 1904, New York Herald.)
PORT SAID, Wednesday.—Thirty-two wounded Rus-

sians from the Variag and the Korietz, which were sunk at
Chemulpo, landed here tonight from the steamer Yarra. After
two days they will proceed to Odessa. Local French fam-
ilies were anxious to provide entertainment for the sailors,
but arrangements have been made to house them at a board-
ing establishment and a hospital.

FLEET STILL AT PORT ARTHUR.
Special Cable to The Globe.

SHANGHAI, March 16.—Incoming vessels report no sign
of the evacuation of Port Arthur by the Russians. It is not
believed the Russian ships have left for Vladivostok. The re-

Continued on Fifth Page.
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