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HOW UNCLE SAM

United States Government Operations on Locks and Dams Below Minneapolis to Secure Safe
Navigation From the Head Reaches of the Mississippi to the Sea

rE Minneapolitan can now look
forward confidently to a time
when he will be able to step

aboard a steamboat launch moored to
his own wharf, for dam No. 2, which
the government has been constructing
near Meeker's island, will be complet-
ed within the year and Its completion
means that the work on dam No. 1,
lower down stream, will be pushed.

- When these two dams are in working
order the Minneapolis correspondent
of- the Encyclopedia Britannica can
truthfully write that the Flour City
is the head of navigation of the Mis-
sissippi river.

He could have truthfully written this
forty-seven years ago, for in the late
"60s no less responsible a body than the
Minnesota legislature stated in a me-
morial to cpngress that up to 1857
Bteamboats of the average tonnage
used on the Mississippi above St. Louis
made regular trips to within two and a
half miles of the Falls of St. Anthony,
that is, to the rapids at the foot of the- falls, and occasionally to the two cities,
Minneapolis and St. Anthony, situated
on their banks.

The memorial was drafted for thepurpose of persuading congress that
something should be done and done
Immediately to give Minneapolis her
share of river traffic. Congress heed-
ed the petition and immediately be-
stirred itself.

Must Wait Five Years More
-JThirty-eight years have passed since
the memorial was received in Wash-
ington and the first dam is almost com-
pleted. In another five years the sister
twin up the river will have the pleasure
of welcoming steamboats at her own
\u25a0wharfs. But the "glory that was
Greece and the grandeur that was
Rome" is not more definitely a thing
of the past than is the steamboat traf-
fic on the Mississippi above St. Louis.

Undoubtedly Minneapolis will be
pleased when both dams are complet-
ed, for the improved navigation will be
a convenience, but it is not probable
that she will display any extravagant
delight.

It required exactly thirteen river and
harbor acts of Congress, three sundry
civil acts and one concurrent resolution
to make the Mississippi river navigable
up to the Falls of St. Anthony, and it
will have required when the work is
done the expenditure of over $1,000,000
and the employment of many men.

A river and harbor act, approved
June 23, 1866, directed the secretary
of war to cause examinations or sur-
veys to be made of the Mississippi
river between Fort Snelling and the
Falls of St. Anthony and the upper
Rock river rapids of the Mississippi
•with the view of ascertaining the most
feasible means, by economizing the
water of the stream, for insuring the
passage, at all navigable seasons, of
boats drawing four feet of water. Maj.

Gen. G. K. Warren, U. S. A., major of
engineers, came West and made an ex-
haustive examination and later sent In
ft voluminous report to the secretary of
war. To this report was added an in-
teresting description of the Mississippi
river.

The bluffs from Le Claire to St.

Paul," he wrote, "are all of the differ-
ent portions of the Silurian formation,
and the strata lie not quite horizontal,
but dip gently each way from the vi-
cinity of Prairie dv Chien. The rocksare composed of buff and gray colored
magnesium limestone, interstratified
with softer sand rock. This sand rock,
especially in the upper portion of the
river, is very soft and composed al-
most wholly of silex. The different
rates of abrasion of different strata
have caused considerable local varia-
tions in the appearance of the bluffs,
and rock terraces of different eleva-
tions have been formed. The great
chasm in which the Mississippi flows
between these bluffs was produced
most probably by the action of differ-
ent forces from what are now exerting
their influence there."

The general adds that the Falls of
St. Anthony, now seven miles above,
were probably at Fort Snelling once
upon a time. Gen. Warren concluded
from his examinations that throughout
the space between Fort Snelling and
Rock Island rapids the current of the
river had not been of sufficient
strength to transport gravel and that
the bars which prevented navigation
were therefore composed of sand; that
this sand was very silicious and free
from cement, so that it was easily

MOUNT CHARLES, Donegal, Ire.,
June 28.—Our droll old city of

Dublin seldom wants for a sensation.
But for its sensations, life in Dublin
would be almost slow. Just now they
have a ghost in the old parliament
house. An airy, merry, prankful ghost.
As the money-changers now pollute
the temple, the Bank of Ireland, hav-
ing for long occupied the old parlia-

ment house, a guard of soldiers is al-
ways on duty there to protect money-
bags, that no mortal could get at, from
robbers who have no existence. There
is a bell connecting the soldiers' guard-
room with the officers' quarters, which
is supposed to be rung in case of a
midnight surprise. . This bell, unlike
the other bells of the capital, rested its
tongue for years. Recently, in the mid-
dle of the night, it unexpectedly spoke.
The officers sprang from their beds,
and clad with little else than cutlasses,
rushed out, only to find the sentry
sleeping as sound as usual. There was
no assault in force by the Dublin bur-
glars, and no one had rung the bell!
On various succeeding nights, it is said,
the mysterious alarm was repeated,
and there was no explanation forth-
coming. It is now thought that it may
have been the ghost of old Castlereagh
coming back for his razor; though
more think it is a warning to the au-
thorities to bundle out the men with
the moneybags, and sweep up the
house against Grainne Mhael's coming
in to her own again.

Neither does Dublin lack for its
naive IHunors, and never did. Here is

moved by the water and that the bars,
therefore, were constantly shifting. He
estimated that the sand extended
downward generally from forty to six-
ty feet below low water service. He
found that steamboat men and rafts-
men had made some effort to improve
temporarily the navigation with slight
dams of brush.

Examination Is Continued
In his report he recommended that

some dredging be done and that time
be given him to watch the experiment
and prepare a more complete report. A
continuance of the examination was
ordered in another river and harbor
act.

In July, 1868, congress granted to the
state of Minnesota "for the purpose of
aiding said state in constructing and
completing a lock and dam at Meeker's
island (so called), in the Mississippi
river, in said state, and thereby fa-
cilitating the navigation of the Mis-
sissippi river between the Falls of St.
Anthony and the mouth of the Minne-
sota river, 200,000 acres of public lands,
to be selected in alternate odd num-
bered sections by an agent to be ap-
pointed by the governor of said state,
subject to the approval of the secre-
tary of the interior; provided that said
lands shall be selected from the public

one of the latest culled from the adver-
tising columns of a Dublin evening
paper:

o . o

RAFFLE
for the

Widow of the Late
Will be Held on

Tuesday. June 14th,
at 51 W Street,

at 8 o'clock.

All friends of the family are
expected to participate.

o — __o

And to my mind, the advertisers pre-
sumed too much upon the sympathies
of family friends.

Apropos of the boots, Sir Mount
Stuart Grant Duff, in his diary, which
has just been published, sets down an
Englishman's epitaph which he had
found in a cemetery at Chifu —an
epitaph which, through a slight error
in orthography, carries with it a quaint
air of conviction. It reads:

o \u25a0 _o

Sacred to the Memory

of

JOHN NEWMAN,

Proprietor of the Family Hotel.
Erected by the Visitors to

the Hotel.
"They Will Be Done."

o ; >
In all probability they will; and in-

variably their name will be Brown.

The English parliament is, just now,
playing battledoor and shuttlecock with

lands lying within the limits of the
state of Minnesota, and that not more
than one section thereof shall be se-
lected in any one township; provided,
further, that said selections shall not
be made from any lands containing
mines of gold, silver, cinabar or cop-
per, nor from any lands to which rights
of pre-emption or homesteads have at-
tached.

The act further provided that the
lands granted should be subject to the
disposal of the legislature of the state
for the purpose mentioned and no
other; that the lock and dam should
remain forever a public highway, frae
from any toll or charge of any kind;
that the work should be done under
the direction of the engineer depart-
ment of the United States, according
to the plan and estimate submitted by
Maj. Gen. Warren, and that if the lock
and dam were not constructed withtn
two years from and after the date of
the acceptance and disposition of this
grant by the legislature of Minnesota,
the lands were to revert to the United
States.

Another section provided that in case
the government made an appropriation
in money, the lands should also revert
to the United States. By a river and
harbor act passed in the year 1873, the
government made an appropriation of

an'lrish agricultural laborers' bill, by
which it was intended that, following
the example of the farmers, the labor-
ers may be placed in a position to pur-
chase outright their little cottages,
with rood or half acre of land, the gov-
ernment advancing the purchase
money, which would be repaid to them
—principal and interest—in small in-
stallments, extending over a great
number of years. This bill, if it be-
comes law in its original form, would
be a great benefit to the many thou-
sands of agricultural laborers in Ire-
land. Itwould encourage thrift, and by
giving them a permanent home of their
own, tend to make the laborers com-
fortable and happy. Today the laborer
is in a much better position than he
was ever before in Ireland. There is a
better demand for his labor, and conse-
quently much higher wages; and if he
had that to which hitherto he has been
a stranger, a comfortable, permanent
home, he would less often need to turn
his eyes to America and to Scotland.
Miss Wyndham, our correctly ladylike
chief secretary, shows disposition to
nurse the bill out of existence. She
would give the laborers a shorter loan
than that given to the farmers, and at
the same time charge them a higher in-
terest. Of course, it must be remem-
bered, that in the case of the farmers'
purchase, the money was going into the
empty pockets of the chief secretary's
friend, the landlord; the laborers' pur-
chase money will be going to the far-
mer only, and in him, our chief secre-
tary has no family interest. It is
doubtful that, if the bill be at length
granted, it will be in anything like an
acceptable form.

There has of late been a startling

$25,000 for the construction of a lock
and dam near Meeker's island so the
land grant was relinquished by the
state.

Ordered to Ascertain Cost
In '79 the secretary of war was au-

thorized to have an examination made
and estimates prepared in order to as-
certain what it would cost to make the
Mississippi navigable to steamers with
a four feet tonnage from St. Paul to
the Falls of St. Anthony. In '86 another
act, which read exactly the same, was
passed. In '88 an appropriation of
$25,000 was made by congress for the
improvement of the west bank of the
Mississippi river below the Washing-
ton avenue bridge at Minneapolis. It
was not until Aug. 18, 1894, however,
that a river and harbor act was passed
which gave authority to commence an
improvement of the river between St.
Paul and Minneapolis by slack water
navigation. Congress at that time ac-
knowledged that the original condition
of the channel was such that at lowstages it was navigable by very small
boats only, and that at all stages the
current was so swift for about three
miles that boats were unable to makeheadway against it.

The estimated cost of the work was
$598,235. A report submitted in June,
1898, showed that $32,830.72 had al-
ready been expended on the work. This*
report added that the preparations
made for the commencement of the
lock and dam consisted In the securing
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mortality amongst centenarians in Ire-
land. A sprightly pair, aged respec-
tively 108 and 103, opened the ball in

Kerry a few months ago, and since then
the provinicial papers have been kept
busy chronicling the deaths of many
others in various corners of the coun-
try. The death of a couple of those
that went off more recently, recalled
the tragedy in Limerick long ago,
which furnished the plot for Gerald
Griffin's charming novel, "The Colle-
gians," and Dion Boucicault's famous
play (founded on that novel), "The Col-
leen Bawn." William Quinn, who died
at Croom recently, aged 100 years, was
a first cousin to Eily O'Connor, the Col-
leen Bawn, and Mrs. Mary Dillon, who
died at Croom also a few days later, in
her 103 dyear, remembered well going
to Limerick market with her butter in
1822, and there witnessing the execu-
tion of Scanlan for the murder of the
Colleen Bawn. Scarrlan, who had been
defended by no less than the great Dan
O'Connell himself, when ordered for
execution, requested that he might be
drawn to the gallows in his own car-
riage. His request was granted, but the
horses refused to draw the carriage.
They could be neither coaxed nor com-
pelled, and had finally to be taken from
the carriage and their places supplied
by hired horses.

In the Irish political arena all goes
not merrily as that worn-out marriage

bell that has been for so long rung in
our ears. Some of the wheels within
wheels of the machinery of the United
Irish league have got out of gear for
want of oiling, and one does not need
a very fine ear, justnow, to detect
this. When Mr. O'Brien, in-

censed that any of his comrades dare
criticise the imperfect land bill, and
therefore withdrew from political life,
the land league, which he had found-
ed, and which had now more or less
passed from his control, went through
at least the form of imploring hiiTK to
come back, and after receiving his re-
peafed refusals, settled down to forget
him. This did not concur, however,
with the programme of Mr. O'Brien's
friends, and of late distant rumblings
that may or may not portend an earth-
quake have been heard from the Unit-
ed Irish league branches of West
Mayo (where Mr. O'Brien resides) and
Cork (for the capital of which Mr.
O'Brien sat in parliament). They as-
sert that the United Irish league is lan-
guishing and losing its hold upon the
country (the men on horseback may
read the reason why), and they ask
that Mr. O'Brien be induced to come
back into xiolitical life again. Those at
the heads of things, presently, would
try to ignore these; but Mr. O'Brien's
friends seem determined not to permit
them. So there is trouble brewing.

—Seumas MacManus.

The Social Calendar
"Yes, I have been so busy with my

visits this week," said the impressive
lady. I Mondayed in Chicago and
Tuesdayed at Peoria. Then I Wednes-
dayed at home and Thursdayed in
Michigan City. IFridayed with friends
at Moline and Saturdayed at Waukc-
gan."

"Yes?" asked the friend. "And where
do yo» expect today tomorrow?"—
Judge, .

of the necessary land, the preparation
of a detailed plan with drawings, the
procurement of a traveling cableway
and its erection, the purchase of an aircompressor plant, a stone crusher, the
necessary engines and boilers for the
operation of the plant, the erection of
the necessary buildings for carpenter
and blacksmith shops, and engine and
boiler houses.

At the close of the year 1898 the plant
was complete and ready for work. The
cofferdam for the lock had been com-
pleted with the exception of some earth
filling and the detailed plans and draw-
ings for the lock and dam had been
prepared but not submitted for the ac-
tion of a board. Another river and
harbor act passed in March, 1899, au-
thorized this work, together with Lock
and dam No. 1, to be carried on by
continuing contract. The item in the
act was as follows:

"Improving the Mississippi river be-
tween the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneap-
olis & Omaha railroad bridge at St.
Paul and the Washington avenue
bridge at Minneapolis, continuing im-
provement, $150,000. Provided that a
contract or contracts may be entered
into by the secretary of war for such
materials and work as may be neces-
sary to complete said improvements, or
said materials may be purchased and
the work done otherwise than by con-
tract, to be paid for as appropriations
may from time to time be made by
law, not to exceed in the aggregate
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$815,579.33, exclusive of the amount
heretofore appropriated." '

Work Rushed in 1898 '% •
. From 1898 the work progressed; rap-
idly. From the beginning it has! been
carried on under the direction of the
engineering department of thejTjnited
States. . .^--.C--^T

The next report submitted to the sec-
retary of war was that of. Maj. F. U.
Farquhar and Capt. Charles J. Allen
in 1879. In 1889, Maj. A. McKTenzie
represented the department here in its
superintendence of the work; in :1896,
Lieut. Col. W. R. King was transferred
to St. Paul; in 1898, Lieut. Col. W. A.
Jones had charge of the worx; in 189&,
Maj. F. V. Abbot; in 1902, Maj. R. L...
Hoxie and Capt. H. M. Chittenden, and .
now Maj. Derby has charge. Capt. A. .
O. Powell, from the beginning of the
work of construction, has been the en- •
gineer and to him has been, intrusted
the practical work of overseeing the
progress of the lock and dam. f,

In a report submitted June 30 of last
year Capt. Powell gave the following
description of the progress of the work:
. "At the close of the fiscal year 1902
the lock had been practically com- "

pleted except some minor work on" the •

lock gates, the erection of a permanent
coffer in tail bay and the installation .
of '-.power for maneuvering the lower
lock gate, also the removal of the lock .
cofferdam. A cofferdam had been built :
on the west end to inclose 138 feet of

> the roll. dam and the two "sluices each
50 feet in width. The excavation with-
in this inclosure was ;well advanced
and the foundation work commenced.
The river was allowed to : pass in a
space 310 feet. wide intervening be- 'tween the lock and cofferdam on the
east side of the river and the coffer-
dam on the west side of the river. -At
lock and dam No. 1 nothing had been
done except surveys."

By the beginning of the.'summer last .
year, the heel and qoin blocks of the
:lower .lock gate had been placed in po-
sition, and also the emptying valves, ,
sheaves - and : chains . for maneuvering
:the ; gates. The fillingvalves and per-
manent coffer in -lower tail bay had
been installed." In regard to the dam,
the work inside |of the cofferdam in-
closure • at the west end of the dam
was almost completed. There remain- •

ed at that ; time only about six weeks' '
work when the cofferdams could be re-
moved and the water turned through .
the sluices. ;':. '. . - >
'.'; But the work was delayed by the
failure of an Eastern company: to sup-

• ply the .steel:work for the sluice > gates.
The contract called for-delivery 'of the
material in May, 1902, but the final lot '
was not received 'until June ;5, .1903.
This delay directly and indirectly caus-
ed a very material increase in the ; co§t
of the lock and dam. : ; ' -

Today dam No. V 2is complete ex-'
cept for the dam itself. The sluice
gates and " tho lock are both 'finished - >
and; it remains only :to ; build the - dam.-
Because of the very high water in the :
Mississippi river all work was aba
doned for about a month this spring.
Just; now,'about \u25a0 fifty men . are employedg|
in the construction of the dam and this
force - will .-be vconsiderably . \u25a0\u25a0[ increased;.
during the summer. Some time during

the winter iit Is iconfidently . expected \u25a0

that!lock".and : dam No. 2 will be com- '
pleted and then -work will be pushed on . .
the ilower r'dam.:;v HUntil: thisllatterr *

r is
completed?lock and dam No. 2 will-be •
useless, for it is *th ; twoitogether^thnt;.- '. ;
\u25a0will •; make navigable that -part /of the '\u25a0' \u25a0'

Mississippi which lies between St. Paul-
and tha Faiis of.; St. Anthony. " r;-r-'


