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DRAMA

MISS BLANCHE CHAPMAN

With "Bird Center" at the Metropolitan Tonight

C C n OSEPH ENTANGLED," the
\u25a0* ™ newest Henry Arthur Jones

SSJD P^y, exploited by Henry
Miller at the Metropolitan

last week, appeals to the brain rather
than the heart. It titillates the intel-
lect without once stirring the emotions
or awakening sentimental sympathy.

It is a comedy that the jaded thea-
tergoer willrelish for its cynicism, sar-
casm andf novelty of plot and treat-
ment But its denouement, while strict-
ly moral in tone, is equally flat and
anti-climactic.

The other alternative, to-wit, the di-
vorce of the wife and the consequent
triumph of her bachelor admirer and
anguish of her husband would be alto-
gether too French even though it
might have been the probable outcome
in real life. Such an unraveling of the
entanglement would not be tolerated
by English speaking playgoers, who

would have denounced Mr. Jones' play
as a pernicious drama calculated to
make light of conjugal vows. Mr.
Jones realized this, and accordingly
preserves the wife's innocence, and the
husband's honor, and sends her old
flame, Sir Joseph, away, disappointed

' ftnd unhouseled if not unannealed.

THE BIG BEAUTY SHOW

This is the only solution compatible

with the honor and peace of mind of
all parties. It is not a dramatic con-
clusion, but rather a prudent and safe
cessation of friendly relations between
a married woman and a former suitor
for her hand, who still exerts a fas-
cination over her that renders his ab-
sence desirable.

Sir Joseph Lacy, man of honor as he
says he is, nevertheless suggests at
times the insidious Joseph Surface.
Alone with Lady Verona, he is, per-
sistently affectionate in tone and man-
ner, hovering over her, seizing her
hand upon the slightest provocation,
and kissing it upon less. To be sure,
Lady Verona gently remonstrates, tell-
ing him he must not make love to her,
and Sir Joseph politely desists—for a
few moments.

While this may be all very natural
and human, nevertheless these over-
tures of a seasoned bachelor to another
man's wife, gracefully made as they
are, become a trifle distasteful. The
pleasure afforded by the skillfulacting
is not unalloyed. •

The final curtain descends upon a
reconciliation between a jealous hus-
band and wrongly suspected wife, and
the disappointment of her bachelor ad-
mirer, in whose fortunes every specta-
tor has become more interested than in

With the Bon Tons at the Star This Week

MOB SCENE IN "THE PIT"

KATHERINE KLAIRE

Climax of the Play at Metropolitan Next Thursday

With Nat. M. Wills in "A Son of Rest" at the Grand This Week

those of the brusque husband. The
anti-climax is inevitabfe in the inter-
est of good morals. Otherwise Mr.
Jones' comedy would be a tragedy.

The acting was superb, all the char-
acters possessing marked individuality
and revealing amusing traits and idio-
syncrasies. But whether "Joseph En-
tangled" will survive as long as "The
Liars" and some other creations of Mr.
Jones is questionable. It certainly
does not ring^as true-' as "The Liars,"
which possesses more backbone and
sincerity. —F. G. H.

"BIRD CENTER" AT THE METRO-
POLITAN

Whether or not "Bird Center" car-
toons, those character creations of
John T. McCutcheon, will stand th«
glare of the footlights and appeal to
the humorous sense of playgoers as
irresistibly as they did to newspaper
readers is the question which will be
solved at the Metropolitan tonight.
Glen MacDonough, the maker of the
new play based on the Bird Center
cartoons, has conscientiously tried to
adhere to the spirit and atmosphere of
the pictures which have furnished him
with inspiration for his drama.

All the well known personages who
were so funny in the cartoons have
been utilized, and it has been the aim
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of Julian Mitchell, the producing di-
rector, to get together a cast that will
incarnate in the flesh and blood the
creations of McCutcheon's pencil. Most
of the incidents in "Bird Center" are of
a comic nature, but it is understood
that there is a substantial dramatic
framework, with an incidental love
story. j

The central figure is Capt. Roscoe
Fry. a G. A. R. veteran, with a hand-
some daughter. She is the cashier in
the bank or Cyrus Hornbeck, who, by

-the- way, is the only sinister figure in
McCutcheon's Dietures and in the new
play derived from them. In her eager-
ness to attend a Bird Center wedding
Kate Fry overpays old Hornbeck $500,
and as a consequence is short in her
accounts to that amount. Hornbeck
happens to be courting the wealthiest
woman in town, Mrs. Riley Wlthersby,

the empress of Bird Center society.

This woman is deeply enamored of
Capt. Fry, the old soldier, and Horn-
beck vents the vials of his wrath
against the captain because of the
daughter's financial delinquency.

There is a plausible sequel to the
affairs of the veteran and his daughter,

but this is reached only after all' the

familiar characters in the Bird Center
cartoons have been introduced in a se-
ries of episodes, brimful of racy local
color.

With comedians like George Richards

to play Capt. Fry and Edward J. Con-
nelly to impersonate the Mysterious
•Stranger, it is a foregone conclusion
that "Birfl Center" will be well acted.
Mabel Strickland, Rosa Cooke and
Blanche Chapman head the feminine
contingent, which includes over a score
of pretty girls, chosen according to the
announcement of the management, "to
typify that highest standard of pul-
chritude, the American girl."

"THE PIT" AT THE METROPOLI-
TAN

Long expected and widely heralded,
the dramatized version of Frank Nor-
ris' famous novel, "The Pit," comes to
the Metropolitan for a brief engage-
ment, beginning Thursday night, Oct.
13. Wilton Lackaye appears here as a
star under the management of William
A. Brady in what is declared to be a
most elaborate production.

"The Pit" is a story of love and life
in the great and throbbing city of Chi-
cago. The love is that of a beautiful j
woman of striking character, despite J
occasional conditions that might well j
tend to shatter constancy and test j
faithful devotion. The life is a stirring I
picture of social Chicago and a vividj
presentation of its business character- Jistics as exemplified by what has been !
justiy termed the "maelstrom of La j
Salle street," the wheat pit of the
Board of Trade building:

•The character of Curtis Jadwin, the
great wheat speculator, is real and the
story of his career is thrilling. How
he gradually gave himself up to the j
lust of grain gambling, until he became
involved in a gigantic wheat deal, cov-
ering- millions of bushels, which finally
accomplished his financial ruin, is de-"
tailed with graphic power. Tragic,
also is that intense episode that in-
volved otae of his dearest friends, al-
though without his knowledge, and led
to his suicide after the'loss of all his
means in struggling against Curtis
Jadwin's mighty deal.

These things, it is well known, are of
common occurrence in that great cen- I
ter' of grain gambling, the Chicago

wheat pit, but no news story in the
daily papers tells them as Mr. Norris
told them in his book. The news tells
only the men who try to corner the
wheat maket and sometimes succeed,
but more frequently fail. Mr. Norris
shows how the whole mind and body
of the speculator is so engulfed in the
maelstrom that, as Curtis Jadwin ex-
presses it, it is not the man that cor-
ners the wheat, but the wheat that
corners him.

Very sweet and tender and womanly '
is the part of the story that tells how
the love of Curtis Jadwin's wife at
times inclined by circumstances to be
dormant, or variable, is reasserted and
intensified by his financial disaster un-
til he wakes from his wild orgie of
speculation soothed, comforted and
supported by her sympathy and devo-
tion. The other characters are good,
lively, healthy and natural men and
women, and the social picture that
they portray is bright and interesting.

THE GRAND

That impelsonator of a vagabond in-
rags and tatters, Nat M. Wills, will
be at home at the Grand commencing
with the matinee today at 2:30, and
will be accompanied by the "sacred
cat" and an entourage of many bright-
eyed occidental and oriental girls from
many climes, each possessing a charm
peculiarly her own. He will also have
an aggregation *of singers. The piece
was one of the musical hits of last
season.

In the Wills play there are several
animated scenes, the one a street in a
little village in the Nutmeg state, with
its grotesque tavern, its huge trees
and its crowd of Villagers, who come
and go among the pretty maidens for a
stroll on flirtation lane. The second
act is the interior of the village drug
store. Here every commodity known
to the world of trade can be bought,
from a postage stamp wlthout-any gum
on its back to the" chocolate soda with
a 'stick' in it. Here are many fascinat-
ing- songs and dances, solos, duets,
trios' and choruses almost impossible
to enumerate.

Mr. Wills himself has a number of
delightfully humorous topical songs
and an animated dance. The color ef-
fect, in the costumes with which
Messrs. . Broadhurt and Currie have
clothed the Wills show is incessantly
changeful and always exquisite. Soft
silks of marvelous hue, enchanting
fabrics in shades of ora/ige and old
gold are a feature.

The piece will be presented with a
cast favorably known in the musical
field.

THE STAR

Rush's Bon Tons* come to the Star
theater for one week, beginning this
afternoon.

This show, heralded all along the cir-
cuit as the real thing in the way of a
funmaker, is reported to have every-
thing in ita favor and nothing to its
discredit.

It has the pretty women, the clever
comedians and vaudeville performers;

it is well costumed and - thoroughly
equipped with new music and special
scenery. Moreover, its whole pro-,,
gramme is without a vestige of the
coarseness that used to make too many
burlesque shows of the long ago.

The fun does not slacken in any
manner because the card is kept clean;
on the contrary, there Is nothing but
laughter and good humor all the way
through both burlesques and special-
ties. The vaudeville portion of the pro-
gramme is selected to satisfy the lovers
of the "continuous." In the olio will
be Williams and Adams, Monte Carlo
Ethiopian millionaires; Fields and

j Cook, German comedians; the three
I Livingstons, marvelous acrobats; the
j Simpsons, musical artists; Grace Leon-
j ard, comedienne.

Admirers of spangles and devotees of
feminine beauty will get all they want
in two, original and thoroughly jolly
burlesques of th« rapid-fire order.
"Parisian Jamboree" and "A Wild
Night," written by Sol Fields, will be
the titles of the curtain raiser and.
finale. A special matinee for women
will be given Friday.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

The musical extravaganza entitled
"The Runaways" is booked to appear
at the Metropolitan for four nights and
a matinee, commencing Sunday, Oct.
16. "The Runaways" is one of the
successes? having run for over six
months at the Casino theater, New
York city.

A most important event in theatri-
cals is the revival of "Wang," Sam S.
Shubert's elaborate Lyric theater pro-
duction, in which De Wolf Hopper is
to appear at the Metropolitan opera
house for three nights and matinee, be-
ginning Thursday, Oct. 20.*

Miss Blanche Ring will be seen at
the Metropolitan for a half week's en-
gagement, beginning Oct. 23, in the
farce, "Vivian's Papa," under the
management of Rich and Harrison.
This piece played an engagement of
four months. in Chicago during the
past summer.

William Morris, who is billed to ap-
pear at the Metropolitan opera house
for a brief engagement the latter half
of this month in "Who's Brown," is no
stranger tc theatergoers of this city.

This popular young star has, it is said,
surrounded himself with a company of
skilled artists.

St. Paul is to receive a visit from
that musical attraction, "The Jewel of

%

AMUSEMENTS

Asia," which is booked for a short en-
gagement at the Metropolitan opera
house, beginning Sunday. Oct. 30. Thus
far it has only played in New York,
Boston and Philadelphia, and after a
short road tour is to begin what prom-
ises another long run on Broadway.

"Woodland," Henry WV Savage's lat-
est musical attraction, by Pixly and
Luders, will be seen at the Metropoli-
tan opera house the first part of next
month.

"Across the Pacific" will open at the
Grand for a week's engagement fol-
lowing Nat M. Wills in "A Son of
Rest." Harry Clay Blaney, who cre-
ated and still plays Willie Live, the
war correspondent, has introduced a
number of new features, as the result
of his further studies of the situations
surrounding the United States troops
in the Philippines.

The popularity of a play has never
been better shown-than in the demands
for time for Miss Rose Melvilfe in her
pastoral play, "Sis Hopkins," in which
sha has been appearing for some years
past. Miss Melville's manager, J. R.
Stirling:, is said to have given her a
bigger production and a better com-
pany this season than she has ever
had. She will be seen at the Grand
soon.

'Her First False Step," which will
be seen at the Grand shortly, offers
as a feature a scene representing the
looting of a bank by burglars.

"Hearts Adrift," a new melodrauna of

the sensational order, is corning to the

Grand.

EATING ON THE STAGE

"Eating and drinking on the stage."
says E. J. Connelly, of the Bird Center
company, "requires more subtle art
than the spectator who sits in front and
enjoys the play would at first imagine.
Stage banquets are far from being

what they seem; the viands which the
actor pretends to consume with gusto

and relish are the tawdriest substitutes
for the genuine articles. In the second
place, the actor must sustain the illu-
sion of being very hungry or thirsty, as
the case may be, and at the same time
must be able to speak his lines between
bites and swallows.

"Of recent years it has been my fate
to play some part where I am called
upon either to stuff myself with food
upon the stage or to drink deep pota-
tions of sorre enticing beverage. When
I was associated with the late James
A. Herne, In 'Shore Acres,' I imper-

sonated an eccentric Down-Easter, who
is invited to a Thanksgiving dinner and
distinguishes himself by devouring'al-
most an entire- turkey. "When I played

the principal part in 'The Belle of New

York' during the long run of that pro-

duction in London, I had an equally
arduous task. One scene showed the
interior of ?. swell candy store, and I
created considerable laughter by feed-
ing my face with immense quantities

of bonbons, chocolates, cream puffs and
sundry other sweet things. Needless to
say, they almost nauseated me.

"Well, when I was cast for the role
of the Mysterious Stranger in 'Bird
Center,' I said to myself that I had at
last escaped from gastronomic exac-
tions. Imagine my chagrin when I
found that, Instead of an eating scene,
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I had a very trying drinking; scene. In
a casual sort of way the Stranger takes
a drink from a newly driven well and
is startled to discover that the bever-
age he is quaffing Is not well water, but
rare old brandy. The story of the play
is quite plausible and the episode must
be seen to be appreciated. Of course
I don't drink real brandy in the scene.
If I did I would be hopelesly intoxi-
cated before the third drink. The con-
coction which the property man pre-
pares for me is a mixture of sarsa-
parila and ginger ale and easily passes
muster for three-star brandy.

"By the way, speaking of scenes of
intoxication on the stage, do you recall
Sir Henry Irving's marvelous work in
'The L,yons Mail' where he so realis-
tically represents the French criminal
Lesurques, a confirmed drunkard. He
drinks a pint of brSndy at one gulp,

and throughout the entire play incar-
nates maudlin alcoholism. It is a mas-
terly study of a degenerate type."

THE ACTORS' SAINT

It has been discovered by Stephen
Fiske, student of the drama from its
inception to the present, that the actors

have a patron saint, and one bearing
all the marks of genuineness. He puts

the information as follows:
"How many actors know that they

have a patron saint? They hay

name is St. G«nesius, and his day is
the 26th day of August—Friday of last
week. Actors were of so little impor-

tance at the time their saint was made
that the encyclopedias may be search-
ed in vain for any account of his mar-
tyrdom. He was, like Roscius, an ac-
tor in Rome, and when he was con-
verted to Christianity the noble Ro-
mans doomed him to death, just as
the Christians afterward doomed here-
tics. There is in London a Free Mason
club of actors, called the Genesius, In
honor of the saint; It meets every Sun-
day morning and is practically a lodge

of instruction. Except this, I know o£
no professional recognition of the first
actor who suffered for being too good
—there have been other instances, but
not in our day. The suggestion is in
order, therefore, that St. Genesius' day

the actors' day—should be celebrated
wherever there is a theater."
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