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RURAL DELIVERY
is vein cosm

It Causes Increase InDeficiency

in Postoffice Department of

Over 90 Per Cent

WASHINGTON, D. C, Dec. 2.—Ex-
tension of the rural free delivery serv-

ice has resulted in an increase of 1,125

in the number of postofflces discontin-
ued during the fiscal year ended June
30, 1904, according to the annual re-

port of J. L. Bristow, fourth assistant
postmaster general, made public to-
day. During the year there were 2,549
postoffices established and 5,857 dis-
continued. There was a decrease of
150 in the number of offices establish-
ed. The principal cause of the in-
crease in discontinuance has been the
extension of the rural free delivery

service. The total number of discon-

tinuances was 3,750 postofflces, with a
saving in salaries of postmasters ag-

gregating $171,121. At the close of the
year there were 71,168 postoffices in
the United States—26s first class,

1,204 second class, 3,896 third class and
65,766 fourth class.

Operation of. rural mail delivery and
the extension by private interests of
rural telephone service have created a
demand from patrons of rural routes
for the delivery of small packages of
merchandise on an order to local mer-
chants by postal card, telephone or
otherwise. The value of such packages
is small and the present rate of 1
cent per ounce, the report says, Is
practically prohibitive.

Recommends New Rural Rate
Mr. Bristow recommends that con-

gress fix a rate of 3 cents per pound
or any fractional part thereof on pack-
ages not exceeding five pounds mailed
at the distributing postoffice of any
rural free delivery route. If this spe-
cial rate were established, Mr. Bristow
says, it would be a great convenience. to patrons and become a source of rev-
enue to the department.

It is estimated that $500,000 will be
needed by the department to continue
the establishment of rural routes as
fast as they are favorably reported and
approved for the remainder of the cur-
rent fiscal year. It is likely that 1,200
routes will be reported within the next
two months, and at this rate the ap-
propriation available will be exhaust-
ed about Jan. 15, 1905.

An appropriation of $3,01)0,000 for the
establishment of new routes will be
asked by the department for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1906. Of the
needs for the service Mr. Bristow
says:

There are now in operation 28,073
routes. It is estimated that approximate-
ly 2,000 additional routes can be estab-
lished out of the appropriation now avail-
able, making 30,073 which will be in oper-
ation or ordered established by Jan. 15,
1905. To maintain service on these routes

fc
during the fiscal year from July. 1905,
to June 30, 1906, will require $21,360,000.
If the congress should make a supple-
mental appropriation of $500,000 for the
current fiscal year'as suggested, addition-
al routes can be established, bringing the
number in operation June 30, 1905, up to
approximately 32,500. In that event about
$23,120,000 would be required to main-
tain the service during the next fiscal
year, making a total appropriation of
$26,120,000 for the maintenance and in-
stallation of the service for the next
fiscal year.

Fewer Appointments
Appointments of postmasters for the

year numbered 13,812, a decrease of
1,249 as compared with the preceding
year. This was due to there having
been a smaller number of expirations of
commissions of presidential postmas-
ters and to the policy of the depart-
ment in discouraging changes in
fourth-class postofflces except for
cause.

Mr. Bristow recommends to congress
that the interstate commerce law be
amended so as to prohibit common car-
riers—to-wit, telegraph and express
companies or any of their employes—
from aiding or abetting in green goods
or lottery swindles or any other scheme
carried on partly by mail and partly by
common carrier and which is in viola-
tion of the postal laws.

The report shows that during the
year 1,903 postoffices were robbed.
There were sixty depredations on rail-

~way postoffices, star routes, rural free
delivery routes and screen wagons.
There were 940 robberies of street and
special delivery letter boxes. Fifty-six
postal cars were burned and wrecked
and 560 postoffices were burned. There
were 2,397 mail pouches lost* damaged
or rifled. The above figures show a de-
crease in the number of postoffices
robbed and a decrease in the number
of postal cars burned and wrecked as
compared with the previous year, also
a decrease in the number of robberies
relating to railway postoffice service,
star routes, rural free delivery routes
and screen wagon service, and an in-
crease in the number of postoffices
burned and the number of letter boxes
robbed. The increase in the number of
letter boxes robbed is due to the growth
of the rural free delivery service, the
boxes being placed upon the public
highway and more subject to depre-
dation than city boxes.

Deficiency Is a Big One
An increased deficiency of 92.53 per

cent over the previous year Is shown
by the financial statement for the pos-
tal service, incorporated in the annual
report of E. C. Madden, third assistant
postmaster general, for the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1904. The report shows,
however, that the increase in expendi-
tures is on account of the rural free. delivery service. Were it not for this
extraordinary expenditure .the postal
service now would be about self-sus-
taining. The receipts for the year were
$143,582,624 and the expenditures $152,-
--362,116, leaving a deficit of $8,779,492.
The deficiency for the previous year
was $4,550,044. Mr. Madden says:

"It is believed that as soon as the
rural free delivery service is fully es-
tablished the increase in the expendi-
tures on account of that service each
year will not be more than the normal
increase for other items of the service
and that within a short time after such
normal conditions obtain the postal
service will again be self-supporting,
a condition which has not existed since
1883."

The question of an international
postage stamp is one which has not
been urged by the department for
many years, but .Mr. Madden, in his

-annual report, says that "if such a
thing can be operated and the interest
of each government protected it would
be a step in advance." He recommends
the subject as one worthy of the con-
sideration of the postal congress soon
to convene in Rome. He recommends
also that the delegate of the United
States department present for the con-
sideration of the universal postal con-
gress the question of establishing uni-
form postage rates and conditions of
world-wide application. It is argued
that the United States is now carrying
mail half way around the world for
the domestic rate and every step in the
direction of postal uniformity is a step
toward the facilitation of the world's
business.

suffered disaster 50 were totally lost.
Among the smaller craft not registered,
such as sail boats, row boats, pleasure
\u25a0launches, etc., 411 casualties occurred
imperiling the lives of 903 persons, of
whom 13 were lost. The value of these
vessels with their cargoes was $248,750,
with a loss of $8,620.

This makes the total number of dis-
asters to vessels of all kinds 770, with
with a valuation of $6,705,530, of
which $5,330,080 was saved and $1,375,-
--450 was lost. The total number of per-
sons involved was 3,328, of whom 34
lost their lives. The net expenditure
for the maintenance of the service dur-
ing the year was $1,766,446.

The telephone system maintained try
the service has proved of great assist-
ance and much attention has been giv-
en to its improvement and extension.
Numerous points not heretofore reached
have been connected and the line has
been kept constantly in such repair
that, even under the most adverse cir-
cumstances, communication has not

SAVED THOUSANDS
Year's Operations of the Life-

Saving Service Summarized

WASHINGTON, D. C Dec. 2.—The
annual report of the general superin-

tendent of the life saving service shows
that during the year assistance was
rendered by the life saving crews to
1,061 vessels and the lives of more than
3,300 persons and property to the value
of nearly $7,000,000 were saved. The
crews also rescued 103 persons not on
board vessels from various perilous sit-
uations and the signaled warnings of
the beach patrols saved from possible
(destruction 161 vessels in danger of
disaster. The vessels wrecked were
generally of small tonnage.

There 359 casualties to registered
vessels, involving 2,509 persons, of
whom 201 were lost. The estimated
value of these vessels was $4,698,655
and of their cargoes $1,757,925, making
the total estimated value of property
imperiled $6,456,780. Of this amount
there was saved $5,089,950 and $1,366,-
--830 was lost. Of the 359 vessels which

Money taken from dead letters, for
which no owners could be found, and
that realized from the auction sale of
unclaimed articles accumulated in the
dead ietter office, aggregated $22,210.

been seriously interrupted for more
than a few hours at any time. The life
saving service lines now extend prac-
tically unbroken from Maine to the
Carolinas and have connection at all
important points with the commercial
telephone and telegraph lines of the
country and also with the lighthouses
and weather bureau offices on the
coast. The life saving stations consti-
tute an important factor in the system
of coast guard patrol maintained by
the navy department for protecting the
coast in time of war and the wireless
telegraph system now being tested by
the navy will be extended to the life
saving stations.

The telephone service on the great
lakes, which consists of short lines
maintained by this service and the
weather bureau and connections with
local exchanges, has been materially
improved during the year by the con-
struction and operation of a line re-
cently authorized by congress from the
mainland on the eastern side of Green
Bay, Wis., across Death's Door to the
Plum island station, thence across
Washington island and terminating at
the light house on Rock island.

The general superintendent again
urgently urges the necessity and jus-
tice of extending the retirement sys-
tem of the army and navy to the mem-
bers of the life saving service, thus
providing for those who become dis-
abled in the line of duty or unfit for
further service by reason of advancing
age.

"HAVE IT IN FOR"
A CORRESPONDENT

Tribesmen Make Two Attacks on Mr.
Harris' House at Tangier

TANGIER, Morocco, Dec. 2. —The
Beni-M'Suar tribesmen made a deter-
mined attack on the residence of Wal-
ter B. Harris, the English writer, last
night, with the avowed intention of
capturing him. The mountaineers
surrounded the house, stabbed a guard
who attempted to raise an aiarm and
secured others, but finally, after some
looting, the tribesmen left without
finding Mr. Harris.

The tribesmen today again attacked
the guard in the vicinity of Mr. Har-
ris' house, killed one man and took the
rifles and ammunition of the others.
Mr. Harris is in Tangier. The British
legation has notified the government
that it will be held responsible for any
damage to the house of Mr. Harris. A
boat's crew from the French warship
Kleber last n|ght fired several volleya
at the Beni-M'Suars from the water
opposite Mr. Harris' house.

• Mr. Harris, who is the correspondent
of the London Times in Morocco, was
captured by tribesmen near Tangier in
June, 1903, and was held in custody by
Rasuli, who in May last held until
ransomed lon Perdicaris, an Ameri-
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Photo of Nissen, who
tried to cross Lake
Michigan in the
"Foolkiller," and
diagram showing the
inventor in his
strange craft.

can citizen, and his stepson, Cromwell
Varley, a British subject. Mr. Harris
was freed after some of Rasull's fol-
lowers who were in Jail at Tangier
were released.

POSTMASTER FOR
NEW YORK IS CHOSEN

Platt Won't Name Him but Is Said to Be

Satisfied

WASHINGTON, D. C, T*c. 2.—"The
question of the appointment of a post-
master at New York city to succeed the
last Postmaster Cornelius Van Cott has
been settled by the president, but I can-
not say anything about the prospective
appointee tonight. An announcement will

be made by the president in a few days.
John A. Merritt, now postmaster at Wash-
ington, will be reappolnted to that posi-

tion."
The above statement was made tonight

by Senator Thomas C. Platt, of New
York, after a conference with President
Roosevelt at the White house. It Is said
that the New York selection ia entirely
satisfactory to the senator. Of the names
\u25a0which the president is said to have had
under consideration for the place the
statement is made that Mr. Platt was op-
posed to Marcus N. Marks, whom the
president favored, and that the senator
was favorable to either Theodore Gilman,
of New York city, or William P. Wilcox,
to whom the president was said not to be
opposed. The impression is that the choice
lies between Messrs. Gilman and Wil-
cox.

Arguments on Burton End
WASHINGTON, D. C, Dec. 2.—So-

licitor General Hoyt, of the department
of Justice, made the opening argument
for the government in the case of
United States Senator J. R. Burton, of
Kansas, in 'the national supreme court
yesterday. He contended that this was
an ordinary criminal case and that the
questioning of the jurisdiction of the
court which tried Mr. Burton could not
be successfully maintained. Replying

to a question from Justice White, Mr,
Hoyt said Mr. Burton's name appeared
on the Rialto company's circulars', but
at what time he could not say.. Justice
White replied that as the department
was investigating the case the time
seemed very material.

Mr. Hoyt argued that Senator Bur-
ton knew just what he was doing when
he accepted service with the Rialto
company. He said it was questionable
whether a senator should perform such
services as was required of the de-
fendant by the company, but that when
he accepted a fee "he completed the
fatal chain." Mr. Hoyt discussed the
claim of the defendant that the charge
was an "infamous crime" instead of a
"misdemeanor," and therefore that ,the
defendant should have ten instead of
three challenges. He claimed that the
contention of the defendant was not
valid. Justice White asked if he did
not realize that the penalty carried a
disqualification of the accused, debarred
him from citizenship and forever put a
stigma upon him. Mr. Hoyt main-
tained that the statute made the of-
fense a misdemeanor.

Mr. Lehman closed the case in an
hour's argument for Mr. Burton. He
reviewed the testimony with reference
to Mr. Burton's visit to the-postoffice
department and Insisted It violated
no laws of the United States and noth-
ing in the senator's action was to the
detriment of the United States. Mr.
Lehman also maintained that the judg-
ment of the lower court was unfair to
the defendant.

Russia Will Be There
PORTLAND, Or., Dec. 2. — Russia

will make a governmental display and
wHI participate In the Lewis and
Clark centennial, according to a cable
dispatch received today from St. Pe-
tersburg by W. H. Goode. Commis-
sioner Grunwalt, who presented an in-
vitation to the finance minister, asks
for the allotment of space to be made at
once in order that Russia may proceed
with arrangements.

St. Paul Man Is President
CHICAGO, Dec. 2.—At a meeting of

thje National Agricultural Press league
tonight a resolution was passed opposing
the distribution of seeds by the govern-
ment on the ground that it is a great
expense with no corresponding benefit.
The following officers were elected for the
ensuing year: President, E. A. Webb, St.
Paul; vice president, Solon Goode, In-
dianapolis; secretary, J. Lewis Draper,
New York city.-

WASHINGTON, D. C Dec. 2.—On
the stroke of 12 Monday the second
session of the fifty-eighth congress will
be called to oYder by President Pro
Tern Frye in the senate and by Speaker
Cannon in the house. The senate is al-
most sure to adjourn as a tribute of
respect to the late Senator Hoar, of
Massachusetts, and the late Senator
Quay, of Pennsylvania. The president's

j message, therefore, probably will not

\ be read until Tuesday. The legislative

wheels will grind steadily until March
4, 1905. There is plenty to do. .The
calendars of both houses are loaded
with bills of all kinds; hundreds of new
bills will be introduced and commit-
tees are ready to report enough to keep
congress busy for twelve months, but
in the three months congress probably
will do little more than pass the regu-
lar annual appropriation bills.

There has been some talk of an ex-
tra session. The only reason why such
a session should be called is because
there is a demand in certain quarters

for a revision of the tariff, but many
of the incoming congressmen during

the past two weeks have made it plain
that they do not want tariff revision
and do not want an extra session.

More Revenue Necessary

Cabinet Is Petering Out

BELGRADE. Servia, Dec. 2.—Mm. To-
dorovics, Davidovics and Polizevies, re-
spectively, minister of public works, edu-
cation and justice, have resigned on ac-
count of a disagreement between the cab-
inet" ministers over building railroads.
Premier Druyes said the resignations had
not yet been accepted, but he admitted
the possibility that the entire cabinet
would resign shortly.

VMUFOKKSS
jiiiiilife

Summary of Important Meas-

ures That Will Cone Up and

Those That Won't

-£e«stfc; i .. '-y.IlnKlndjfto" Haw Always Bought

There is one feature of the tariff re-
vision talk that has some substance.
More revenue must be had or there must

be a curtailment of expenditures. With
the increasing annual appropriations, a
river and harbor bill, increase of the
navy, the Panama canal and other fea-
tures of extraordinary disbursement,

present customs and internal revenues
provide. An intimation has been made
that curtailment will satisfy many
congressional leaders, but the ma-
jority may determine otherwise, in
which event some revenue legislation

lere will be need of more money than

may be necessary and an extra session
for that purpose may be called. But
this is said to be a remote contingency
and the probabilities, accoi-ding to the
leaders who are here, are that there
will be neither tariff legislation nor an
extra session.

A number of proposed reciprocity
treaties have been and still are re-
posing in the pigeon holes of the sen-
ate. During the coming three months
there may be some talk about these
treaties, but the indications are they
will not be seriously considered. So
strong has been the opposition to them
that it has never been considered
worth while to report them from the
committee on foreign relations, to
which they were referred.

Philippine Railways
The unfinished business in the sen-

ate is a bill passed by the house pro-
viding for the construction of rail-
roads in the Philippine islands by a
guarantee of 5 per cent income upon

the money invested in such roads. The
bill also provides for issuing Philip-
pine bonds for other internal improve-

ments in the islands, and in several
other particulars amends the Philip-

pine laws passed by congress. Senator
Lodge, who has the bill in charge,
says that he will press it "from the be-
ginning of the session and hopes to se-

cure its passage. Another bill for the
Philippines, which has been urged by

Secretary Taft and the president, as
well as nearly everyone interested In
the Philippines, provides for a material
reduction of the duty on sugar and to-
bacco as well as other Philippine prod-
ucts. In fact free entry of these
products has been recommended.

Another measure which received the
sanction of the house last session, but
which has never been pushed in the
senate is the statehood measure which
provides for two states, doubling up

the territories of Oklahoma and In-
dian territory as one and Arizona and
New Mexico as another. This bill,

like any other which may encounter
opposition in the senate, could be eas-
ily defeated, and advocates of a sepa-

rate statehood for all the territories
are likely to pursue.that course.

Won't Reach Smoot
It is somewhat doubtful if a vote

will be reached in the senate in the

case of Senator Reed Smoot, of Utah,

A score or more of witnesses are yet
to be examined, and the defense has

not even begun, so that it is evident
that before a report is made to the
senate the session will be so far spent

that no serious attempt will be made
to reach a vote upon Senator Smoot's
title.

The last session passed a bill provid-
ingfor a commission composed of five
senators and five representatives to
Investigate and report a measure for
restoring the merchant marine of the
United States. The commission was
instructed to report on the first day

of the coming session, and it is ex-
pected that this will be done. There
has been a great deal of anxiety mani-
fested by men of both political parties
to secure legislation of this character,
and if any measure can be agreed
upon which will receive the support of

both parties it will no doubt be speedi-
ly passed.

Some doubt exists among the mem-
bers of both houses as to whether ad-
ditional Chinese exclusion legislation

is necessary. It has been held that tho
law would expire this month, as it was
founded upon a treaty which also ex-
pires. A new treaty is being negoti-
ated and an exclusion law to meet its
terms may be necessary-

Immigration

Senator Dillingham has reported
from the committee on immigration a
bill amending the immigration laws,
and it is his intention to push for its
consideration. The principal feature
of the bill is a provision for an agent

of the United States, accompanied by a
surgeon, to be stationed at all impor-
tant European immigrant ports to in-
spect aliens seeking admission to the
United States. It also provides for a
head tax of $2 an immigrant.

Currency legislation will be talked
about, but it probably will not be en-
adted. The Aldrich bill, the Nelson bill,
the Fowler bill and the Hill bill, as
well as others, are pending before com-
mittees, but no one has shown any par-
ticular desire to have them passed. In
fact one measure is antagonistic to an--
other, and, -with no apparent danger to
the finances of the country, those who
are not experts in the matter of cur-
rency law cannot be induced to push

these measures forward to the exclu-
sion of other business.

Reduced representation in Southern
States which have by one form or an-
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other disfranchised negroes will be a
theme of discussion, but not action,
during the winter.

No doubt bills to prohibit or control
campaign contributions will be pre-
sented, as that matter became an issue
at the close of the recent campaign.
The trusts will 'receive attention, at
least in debate, although some doubt
is expressed about any effective legis-
lation being passed.

Railroad Legislation
Interstate commerce legislation in

some form or another is always pend-
ing in congress and there may be an
effort to enlarge the powers of the in-
terstate commerce commission so as to
allow it to fix rates. Railroad inter-
ests have and will continue to oppose
this measure. Another pending meas-
ure is to permit pooling and this is op-
posed by the shippers. With so much
contention there is little prospect that
anything will be done. A bill to amend
the law for the safety of employes of
railroads has been reported and it is
expected that it will pass.

A bill which has agitated congress
for years providing for eight hours
work only on all government contracts
no doubt will be reported from the
senate committee on labor, which has
given much time to hearings. A bill of
similar character was lost in the last
congress by being crowded out br
other business. The same fate may
await this measure should it be re-
ported from the committee.

Senator Heyburn, of Idaho, has given

notice that he will call up the pure food
bill during the first week of the session
and the friends of the measure hope to
have it passed. But there is strong op-
position, which will take advantage of
the senate rules to attempt to defeat the
measure by delay.
. A measure which created a great deal

of interest in the last session and which
no doubt will cause considerable discus-
sion ifit comes up again, is a bill provid-
ing for several large camp sites in differ-
ent sections of the country, for the use
of the regular army and militia" foil" drill
purposes. The localities most likelyto get

the sites if the bill becomes a law are
energetically pushing it to the front, while
disappointed rivals are opposing it.

Amending Irrigation Law
Irrigation has become a permanent leg-

islative topic. Interwoven closely with
the public land question It has resulted
in setting two house committees by "the
ears and creating a wide difference of
opinion among senators from Western
states. • Several measures intended as
amendments to the irrigation law have
been suggested and are before congress.
If the Western men were united they no
doubt could secure some legislation, but
being divided it is quite likely that noth-
ing will be done.

It is the intention to pass a river and
harbor bill at this session and the men
having it in charge, remembering that
four years ago Senator Carter, of Mon-
tana, talked a river and harbor bill to
death, will make every effort to have it
presented early and gotten out of the way
of another such contingency.

Bills for Alaska have come over from
the last session, the most important be-
ing those providing for a delegate from
the territory and for governmental aid in
building roads. Both met with serious
opposition last session and there is no in-
timation that there has been a change of
sentiment during the recess.

It is not yet known whether there will
be legislation relating to the Panama
canal, although it may be necessary when
Secretary Taft makes a report of his per-
sonal investigation of conditions in the
canal zone.

As usual the regular appropriation bills
will contain legislation that cannot get a
hearing in any other way. Notwithstand-
ing the stringent rules against '"riders" on
appropriation bills the short session is
prolific with such riders for claim bills,
land legislation, and in fact all kinds of
measures that would fare badly if left to
themselves.

Among other bills of public interest
pending in the senate or house are the fol-
lowing: Providing for the transportation
of naval and other stores in American
built sh.ips; for the protection of forest
reserves and the creation of additional re-
serves; for the payment of $200,000 to ex-
Queen Liliukalani;. to amend the act for
the suppression of lottery traffic; to make
liquor transported by interstate traffic
subject to the laws of the state where it
is sold.

One day during the morning session will
be devoted to counting the electoral vote
cast for the president and vice president.

Two senators are to take oath of of-
fice, Philander C. Knox, the successor of
Senator; Quay from Pennsylvania, and W.
Murray Crane, the" successor of Senator
Hoar from Massachusetts, both seats hav-
ing been made vacant by death since the
last session. Two chairmanships of com-
mittees may be filled at the coming ses-
sion. The senate never filled the vacancy
at the head of the interoceanic canals
committee after the death* of Senator
Hanna, and Senator Hoar's death leaves a
vacancy at the head of the important
committee on the judiciary. In all prob-
ability Senator Platt, of Connecticut, will
be' the acting chairman of judiciary, as
Senator Platt, of New York, has been the
acting chairman of the canal committee.

Berries Redden

1 .: /\u25a0 on - the ?\u25a0 holly bough, >and hearts grow ,warni;witii ... . &

I? ; cheery thoughts, say "Merry Christmas'* to your yi I
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\u0084
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NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY

DEVELOPMENTS IN
TRADE FAVHAHf

Retail Business Is Helped by

Cooler Weather and Holi-
day Trade Is Good

NEW YORK, Dec. 2.—Bradstreet's
tomorrow will say: Developments
have been mainly favorable. Cooler
weather has helped retail trade, stim-
ulated orders from jobbers and im-
proved collections except in portions
of the South where holding of cotton
is reported. Heavy dry goods, clothing,
shoes, groceries and hardware note
relatively most activity. Holiday trade
has opened well and promises a very
large aggregate. Breaks in raw ma-
terial have tended to unsettle cotton
goods, inducing sellers toward con-
servatism, and prints have been re-
duced at leading markets. All usual
measures of trade movement point to
a regular turnover proceeding. Clear-
ings are large, November totals having
only once been surpassed and then in
May, 1901.

Failures are fewer in number, and
liabilities the lightest in any month but
one of 1904. Railway earnings testify
to a heavy traffic, with gains over
average, and car shortages are a fea-
ture in widely separated sections.
Among the industries the feeling is
optimistic, notably in iron and steel,
coal, lumber and kindred lines. Money
is more active.

Generally speaking, the feeling in
trade and industry is optimistic, the
only drawbacks noted being that man-
ufacturers are confronted with pros-
pective high costs of production, and
the prevailing Western drought ren-
ders the outlook for the winter wheat
crop unfavorable at present.

In the woolen goods market the
drawback-is that ttie raw supply is in
insufficient supply and firmly held at
higher prices than for two years past.
Iron and steel and pig iron show less
feverishness than heretofore, and
foundrymen alone in the trade report
inquiry in any way backward. De-
mand for structural material has
shown some increase in activity, and
manufacturers are covering large

sales by purchases of foundry iron.
Nothing new is yet reportable in the
rail Industry, but arrangements to al-
low new producers a share of the busi-
ness are reported completed. The
other metals, notably copper, lead and
tin are strong. The leather markets
have been strong this week, present
prices showing-an advance of fully 10
per cent over a month ago, with hides
and skin 3also very firm.

Business failures in the United
States for the week ending Dec. 1
number 184, against 193 last week, 239
in the like week in 1903, 185 in 1902,

237 in 1901 and 224 in 1900. Failures in
Canada for the week number 26, as
against 31 last week, and 23 in this
week a year ago.

BANK CLEARINGS

Week's -Showing,"of. Financial Institutions
V •; of Leading Cities_"-'..."-..:/

;\u25a0-•\u25a0 NEW YORK. Dec. 2.—The "/ following
table, -compiled by Bradstreet, shows the
bank clearings at the ; principal cities for
the | week Iended jDec. 1. with the percent-
age of increase. and decrease as compared
with the coEresponding week: last year: :A

"'.. -:-. -.\u25a0\u25a0..,?- ...-„-. . -\u25a0...\u25a0-\u25a0\u25a0 -.; > 4 Inc. | Dec,

New York :.. $2,186,754,651 - C4.91.:;..:;
Chicago /7.77-... 196,250,850 4.5j r.7V£!
Boston ;.y~..::. --• 167.707.485 19.7 .-z -..
Philadelphia ... . 151,933,714 14.1......
St. Louis ...... - 53.092,243 ...:'.. • 7.1
Pittsburg V.V.; 49,062,181 28.3......
San Francisco . > 35,972,731 ...... 47.1
Baltimore ?^.;r. ,;>, 27,702,183 13.3.^.....
Cincinnati -^25.249,300 -^9.0 v;..:;.
Kansas City ... :v26.222,006 .19.1 ..^..;. New Orleans .. A-2a.9G3.144 «\u25a0: 8.9 :. r...
Cleveland -'

-15,524.655 2.1 ......
Minneapolis ... .:? 25.277,887 -15.5 ;.....-

Detroit^.......'. .10,588,021 1.2 .':..-.
Louisville ..... 12.160.682 7.7 ......
Omaha -r...... r ;. 8,320,938 - 2.8 .:..:.
Milwaukee .... v' 8,687,990 _ 0:i ......

. Providence .... ':], , 7,438,200 ..:... . \u25a0\u25a0, 14.7
Buffalo ....:..>. 7.679,770 ...... - 4.4
Indianapolis ... .ir,6,518.284 :..... l 8.8
St. rPau1."..::.-: <•:. 8.210.163! 11.3! ......>

:Los Angeles ... .. ;: 9.12i,198 ,25.3 rr.:. .[
; St. Joseph ..... ' \u25a0 6,21)5,244 - 23.3 . :rr. .--
Denver V....... .6,186,961 0.3 .:r. .'.:
Seattle^.".-::.. ;'; 5,275,798 10.5| ;..~r.^
Washington ... v<5,271,731 ;, 20: 3i...;Vr
Portland, 0r... ?^ 4.502,599 11.9 \u0084VV..-;
Salt Lake City. A- 5.635.806; 24.9ir.V^-7;
Dcs Moines .... -'-r 2,288,853 .-r. .7. | :=. 5.5
Spokane,slWash. -,;,; 2,975.221' 12.5] .....T

Tacoma :..v.-. Ip3,220,316K53.2 ......;
Topeka-'.TtiTr.. .':'.';-r,964.289 f".v:.'; 39.4
Sioux City .\u25a0..-.;. - 1.734,327 17.0 .V.ViT;
Davenport <~- -\u0084662,766 ...r. 34.2
Helena-rr:..cr.. ! 928,446! ...:v: iT 15.5
Fargo, -N.^DrV.'. I- .' 781.279! ..r..: 16.3

: Sioux.Falls. S.Dj -T-:-- 323.908 ..:... 17.1
.•Houston^..;... :: 13.540,090! .:..'.. 46.1
'Galveston "r.;V| ".-.' 13,530,000j 13.9 iJl'-_'-.:S

: Total, U. 5..:53,195.0i9.616! 42.1 1 i'.Ti^s.
: Outside^N.-.Y;;I 1.008.264.9651 9.21 fy^v^

* CANADA
Montreal $26,726,658 25.6
Toronto 22,222,723 39.3
Winnipeg 9.201,872 26.8
Ottawa 2,063,882 7.0
Halifax 1.886,000 2.5
Quebec 1,577,378 5.1
Vancouver, B.C 1,451,668 6.6
Hamilton 1,178,898 8.9
London, Ont 906,334 4.7
St. John. N. B. 1,057,673 6.3
Victoria, B C 760,706 1.8.

Totals. Can..l $69,033,7721 24.7|....»..
•Not included in totals because contain-

ing: other items than clearings.

A Year in the Mints'
WASHINGTON, D. C, Dec. 2.—The

director of the mint, in his annual re-
port, shows that the output of the
mkits at Philadelphia, San Francisco
and New Orleans was the largest on
record. It estimates the gold stock of
the world in use as money on Dec. 31.
1903, at approximately 55,600,000,000 of
which about one-half is visible in
banks and public treasuries. The esti-
mate for the stock of the United
States at that time is $1,300,000,000, of
which $859,000,000 was in the treas-
ury and national banks. The net con-
sumption of gold in the year is esti-
mated to have been: Gold, $24,377,962:
silver, 20,749,743 ounces. The total
domestic coinage of ..the Philadelphia,
San Francisco and New Orleans mints
was $228,202,151, while the number o£
pieces was 219,353,442.

Treats the Jews Better
ST. PETERSBURG, Dec. 2.—Minis-

ter of the Interior Prince Sviatopolk-
Mirsky today received a deputation of
Zionists. He informed them that he
sympathized with the movement they
represented and would withdraw the
governmental opposition hitherto ex-
isting against it in Russia.

Itch cured in 30 minutes by WoolfonTs
Sanitary Lotion. Never falls. Sold by
Noyes Bros. & Cutler, Druggists, St. Paul,
Minn.

\j46w Would t/ou
Aiketo /fate
One jfundred New
Customers

| Is your store in such shape that "

'. ONE HUNDRED
NEW CUSTOMERS

! :would; wturn;the tide" for you?
ArVthings with you only just . -

\ "so-so?" Bills maturing too
1 fast— sales < a little too slow-
! too many people going past your
i doors—lack of "snap" and "go"

and ."hustle", around your counters?.
! Are Fixed Expenses coming to be

'a burden—while they should be
! merely incident —in your

business? .- :

\ If you feel these symptoms—
, matter whether, you are a big
1 merchant or "aTi little one— _
YOU NEED A TONIC! .

i:PUBLICITY, ifjust as large doses \u25a0

| as you can stand, repeated L -
i EVERY DAY, will change the ;:

I whole situation for you. ;
It is idle to suppose that you
cannot secure the ONE HUNDRED
NEW CUSTOMERS—regular
customers—w.ho would ~ ~- .

t "turn the tide" .for you. ;

YOU CAN GET THEM INA WEEK
—but not by wishing for them. It's
not ?so ieasy as that. - Nor \u25a0by 5 dis-
tributing hand-bills, ,or putting-.up
posters, or buying space in pro-
grammes—it's not so easy as that.
You must spend some —more
than you have ever sp«nt—
ADEQUATE ADVERTISING -^lIsPACEJIN-jYOUß^^J:^;.^^
DAILY NEWSPAPER. 5: /
The Globe brings other Merchants
results —why not J you? i:--]^~ : '~ '. -
Telephone 1003, either line, ; - ,-
and we'll explain.

1 ' N

Fund for Heroic Russians
ST. PETERSBURG, Dec. 2. — The

city authorities have decided to grant
$50,000 to the defenders of Port Ar-
thur and their families, and an appeal
to the whole Russian empire to raise
funds for the same purpose. It is re-
ported that Russia will call the atten-
tion of the foreign powers to the re-
fusal of the Japanese to allow vessels
with medicines and comforts for the
sick and wounded to enter Port Arthur.
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