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"WHO LIVES BY THE SWORD"
Ten years ago the world would have

Btood in horrified amaze if the news
had come out of Moscow that one of
the chiefs of the reigning family of
Russia had met a bloody death within
eight of the walls of the sacred krem-
lin. The dreadful fate meted out to
the Grand Duke Serglus yesterday
evoked no other comment than that it
was to be expected. The public mind
had been prepared for the horrid event
by the. baptism of blood given the Rus-
sian revolution in the streets of St.
Petersburg a few weeks ago. Sergius

is dead, and in his end the people see

but the removal of a man who was
largely responsible for the growth of
the burden of oppression which is
forcing anarchy upon Russia. It was
an awful protest against oppressive-

rule, the event of yesterday, but it does
not carry with it the sense of horror
that shocked the world when the
echoes vof the Cossack guns rang from
the walls of the winter palace and en-
circled the world with their accompani-
ment of the groans of the slaughtered
people.

Sergius was the extreme type of his
class. His reactionary sentiments—
the heritage of his fated house—were
confirmed by the violent death of his
father, Alexander 11., the czar who
very nearly approached to being a
great ruler. Born at a time when his
father was intent upon lifting his peo-
ple out of the darkness in which the
policy of the Romanoffs had held the
land for generations, he came to an
understanding of his position in the
political scheme of the country at a
time when nihilism condemned the
rulers of Russia to death. A gay young
man, he became, on his father's death,
a stern and Implacable stickler for the
hereditary rights of his house and the
autocracy. Through two reigns he.
with his brothers, made the policy of
Russia. The present czar has been h

puppet in the hands of his uncles.
Nicholas, whenever he has found op-

portunity to speak, has given utterance
to sentiments indicating such weak-
ness as to prove him incapable of the
Stern repressive measures taken from
time to time to inspire a dread of the

autocracy in the commonalty of Rus-
sia. Sergius and Vladimir have been
the guiding spirits of the house of Ro-
manoff in these later years, erecting a
barrier between the people and the
throne and drenching the land in blood
to inspire a salutary terror in the
hearts of the people. Blinded by the
veil of caste, they have not seen the

' growth of intelligence in Russia. They
made the mistake of enforcing a gov-

ernment by the knout on a people who
had passed beyond the possibility of
being checked by physical force. Yes-
terday Russia, typified in a slayer
seeking martyrdom for a cause, took
Its revenge.

The world would shrink from ap-
plauding the act of the slayer of Ser-
gius, but that same world will find no
place for sympathy with the tyrant

who lived as lie has died, by force and
violence.

The placing of the Frances E. WII-
Jard statue in statuary hall at Wash-
ington reminds us that the distance

i

between Miss Willard and some of her
cheap imitators is growing more
marked.

TURN ON THE LIGHT
The bill requiring contracts for

buildings and betterments made under
the authority of the board of control
to be published in all their forms, and
to be let only after due advertisement
to the lowest bidder, should be ex-

tended to apply to every purchase or

contract made under the authority of
this board and then made a law. The
practice which has prevailed in this
state is too literally monstrous to be
thought of as a permanency.

In all public affairs, in the purchase
of supplies for public use and the let-
ting of contracts for public service,

the uniform rule is and must be that
contracts shall be let after complete
notice 'to the lowest bidder. In jio

other way can competition be secured.
In no other way can the gravest

abuses be prevented. It needs no ar-
gument to show that, human nature
being what it is, sooner or- later a
board vested with authority to con-

clude transactions involving: large

sums of money in utter secrecy, with-
out publicity and without review, will
eventually be sunk deep in scandal.

We have already had a taste of this
system. A gross scandal Is connected
with the letting of a contract at the
state prison last year. Nobody has
dared to investigate. The board of
control refused, and the then governor

refused to inquire into acts which were
publicly and gefiantly denounced by
a responsible party, a man now en-
gaged in large business operations in
this state, over his own name. It
stands to reason that this sort of thing
cannot be permitted to continue.

Any argument on this question is
about on a par with going back a few
centuries to argue about witchcraft
or the divine right of kings. Publicity
is the keynote of republican institu-

tions and of republican government.

It is no more to be questioned or
brought in jeopardy than the freedom
of the press. With whatever consid-
erations the board of control may have
befooled itself or others, they should
be struck away by one strong blow of
common sense. Turn on the light.
The board of control ought to be abol-
ished altogether, except as a board of
audit and a purchasing bureau.
Whether it is so limited or whether it
retains its present functions or any
part of them, it should certainly be re-
quired to lay every transaction before
the public eye, and to let no contracts

of any sort or any magnitude except

to the lowest bidder after due publica-
tion.

John Maynard Harlan has been nom-
inated for mayor of Chicago on the
Republican ticket. Now wouldn't you
think that a man whose father had got

far enough along to have a cigar named
after him could do better than that?

THE SWAP
Any outside observer of political

movements must have watched with
extraordinary interest the suddenness
with which President Roosevelt has
changed his base and his whole cam-
paign policy, and admitted with some
sorrow the proof of his total surrender
to the great capitalistic interests that
are supported by protection. This is
the one and only explanation of the
agitation for railroad legislation that
he has thrust upon the country. This
is the meaning of the utter disappear-
ance of work for tariffreform, or even
any mention of it, within the last three
months. It would be hard to find a
more complete change of front within
the same period in our national his-
tory.

Let us go back three or four months
for a moment and recall the situation.
The campaign for the presidency was
in active progress, and speeches were
being made in every congressional dis-
trict throughout the country. Scarcely
anywhere was the railroad question

mentioned. There were references to
it, of course, in political platforms,
just as there were to a dozen other
matters which have never since been
heard of. That there was no definite
and cleancut issue of national politics
put to the front in that campaign v
true. But the nearest approach to it,
the one subject most frequently dis-
cussed on the stump and in the press,
was that of tariffrevision.

This question had been growing in
interest for two years past. 14 had
been hoped that congress at its pre-
vious session would do something to

modernize the tariff schedules. Presi-
dent Roosevelt himself was on record
repeatedly in favor of change. He had
suggested the creation of a tarifl com-
mission, if nothing else could be done,
and there had been from time to time
serious talk of an extra session to Seal
with a matter so vital to the people.
In every congressional district of the
country the tariff was a prominent is-
sue of the campaign. The standpatters
and reformers met each other, and
those who dared to stand for an unre-

vised tariffwere few and far between.
Of the men who voted for Mr. Roose-
velt probably nine-tenths did so in the
full conviction that he would do all in
his power to bring about a revision of
the tariff at the earliest possible day.
To this he himself was substantially
pledged.

We have no doubt whatever tha£
President Roosevelt himself has not
changed his mind, that he believes now
as he did some months ago that th6
tariff ought to be revised, and that it

is the first duty of himself and of con-
gress. He also saw, however, that to

insist upon this was to split the Re-
publican party, and involve himself in
a turmoil that would last through his
administration and probably nullify his
activity in other directions. The pro-
tected interests, like monopolies every-
where, would not yield without a fight.
They had their contingent ready, ana
party lines mattered nothing to them.

They demanded that the tariff be let
alone and would take nothing less.

The issue was made up and the
president funked it. Cleverly enough,

he concealed his Ignominious surren-
der by the common device of raising a
new cry. It is always and everywhere

easy to raise a clamor by attacking a
railroad. Thus Mr. Roosevelt, to the
intense surprise of ninety-nine out of
every hundred people in the country,

made a specific demand upon con-

gress on a specific issue in his message

of the railroad question, while upon
the tariff he maintained an utter si-
lence which he had not at first intend-
ed. It is no secret that his message
as originally drawn dealt with the
tariff, and that this was struck out be-
fore it was finally sent to congress.
That was the price which beneficiaries
of the tariff demanded, and it was paid.

It is for the people and the country

to decide whether they have gained or
lost by this swap. The prosperity of
our people and the free development
of our industries arc dependent upon
some rational modification of the tariff.
That seems farther off than ever be-
fore. The party in power has delib-
erately abandoned and refused it in or-

der to bring to the front an issue
which it believes will divert the peo-
ple's mind from their real needs. Th-s
is the secret and the whole secret of
President Roosevelfs attitude and pol-
icy, and we think that the people
throughout the country will'form an
opinion and express a judgment far
from favorable.

If young Mr. Hyde had but thought

of it he could not help knowing that
the can-can would suggest to some-
body the idea of fastening a can to
him.

REPEALING THE PERSONAL
PROPERTY TAX

If a bill recommended by house
committee for the relief of dissatisfied
taxpayers goeg through we might as

well repeal the personal property tax

altogether. There is no use in whip-
ping the devil around the stump in this
fashion. The bill provides that dissat-
isfied taxpayers may file a protest
against the payment of a personal
property tax and authorizes the com-
mencement of suits within sixty days
thereafter. Nothing could come out of
this except endless and expensive liti-
gation, resulting in the tying up of th<>
personal property taxes with the sln-r
gle exception of a few items not worth
quarreling over. Every big taxpayer

would find a reason for entering suit.
He could not be worse off and he
might be better.

This legislative provision for over-

throwing the authority of the state is
an absurdity. Where there is a real
cause of action, suits are now brought
without difficulty and determined by

the courts. There are enough obsta-
cles in the way, however, to discourage
this unless the amount at issue is great

The proposed bill would, as stated by

one of its opponents, keep the state
constantly on the defensKe. Prac-
tically the presumption would be that
it had no right to collect any of the
taxes, and it would have to prove its
case beforehand. The personal prop-
erty tax is far from satisfactory. It is
not justly levied and not easily col-
lected, and the receipts from it all over

the country constantly dwindle as
compared with the actual amount of
personal property in existence. Nev-
ertheless, if we want to get rid of It,

let us do so openly and squarely. Let
us not begin by cutting out all the
validity there Is in it, leaving nothing
but an expensive cause of action.

Every time Col. Cody has to answer
a new charge made by his wife he is
almost sorry he cleaned this country

up^enough to permit white women to
live in it.

Still it has not been made clear to
us that the way to chide young Mr.
Hyde is to take away the awful wad
that permits him to do these things.

"Come on, spring," exclaims the In-
dianapolis News. Spring may be a
come-on down in Indiana, but in this
exalted latitude it has to be coaxed.

. It is a dread sign of the times In
Russia that the sentiment evoked by
the death of Sergius is expressed, "so
may it always be with tyrants."

And now Mr. Addicks is almost con-

vinced that there are hardly any hon-
est men—those who will stay bought—
in the Delaware legislature.

Col. Roosevelt was Just as much dee-
lighted with those polyglot speeches

from the Huna as though he under-
stood them.

Mr. Sullivan, of Massachusetts, is
comparatively safe. Mr. Hearst's
opinion of him is, fortunately, mostly
unprintable.

Is there anything in the Monroe doc-
"Trfne to interfere with CoL Roosevelt
extending a protectorate over Russia?

O S

IContemporary Comment [
Effect of Suffrage in Four States

The chances are that the participa-
tion of women in the politics of four
states has not made any material
change in the situation. In Wyoming
the women have been voting since the
early territorial days. They have had
an experience in politics such as ought
to be of value to themselves and to
their community. Possibly It is of
value to both. ln Colorado the aver-
age of the skulduggery seems to have
been about as high in 1904 as it ever
was in any state in any age. providing
that those stories of Colorado election
irregularities have any basis in
fact. The purifying effect of woman's
participation in politics was not mani-
fest in Gov. Adams' state in the recent
canvass, whatever bracing influence itmay have had previously or may at-
tain subsequently.—St. Louis Globe-
Democrat.

Three Things Desired
As a result of observation and reflec-

tion during a long life touching public
men and measures In wide vajriey, I
would desire for my country three
things above all others to supplement
American civilization? From Great
Britain her administration of criminal
justice; from Germany, her theater,
and from any or every European coun-
try save Russia, Spain and Turkey, its
government of cities. — Andrew D.
White in the Century.

Neither
Mr. Roosevelt undoubtedly lacks

sympathy with the prevailing motives
of his party, but he lacks also the
courage to resist them. He is not a
sufficiently good Republican for the
Republican leaders to be proud of. but.
on the other hand, he is such a weak
imitation of a Democrat that Demo-
crats will universally resent any sug-
gestion of likeness.—St. Louis Re-
public.

Monroe Doctrine Enough
Why not accept the Monroe doctrine

in its original meaning—Europe may
collect her debts and do her own fight-
ing, but she must not take or hold ter-
ritory? Accept the Cleveland doctrine
as laid down in the case of Venezuela
against England and there will be no
'perplexity" and no difficulty.—Florida
Times-Union.

Congressional Seed
Not 10 per cent of the tons of con-

gressional seed sent out ever finds it-
self systematically put into the ground.
Farmers look upon it as an experi-
ment, seldom giving it earnest atten-
tion, and others view It as a visiting
card from their congressman.—Mem-
phis Commercial Appeal.

Moral Force
We all know that we must have an

army and a navy, and we suppose that
the era of warfare has not passed. But
we have exercised a great influence
through moral force and we need to re-
member that In the long run that is the
greatest power in the world.—Philadel-
phia Record.

Civil service reform properly admin-
istered does not mean dry rot in an
offlVe and fixed tenure for incompe-
tents or semi-incompetents. It means
a chance for expert public service by
cutting off spoils and favoritism. —New York Tribune.

Duty to Philippines
American occupation of the Philip-

pines must be made beneficial to the
islands. Having deprived them of the
commerce with Spain, it is necessary
to give them something better in lieu
of it.—Plttsburg Gazette.

Safety Valve
It may be regarded as in the nature

of a safety valve, on general principles,
to have a senate organized on a con-
servative and enduring plan, amenable
to the people, but not quirk and radical
in response to public excitement.—Cin-
cinnati Enquirer.

People Behind Him
But it cannot be doubted that the

president's influence would have been
far less potential in congress had it
not been that in his stand for the reg-
ulation of freight rates Mr. Roosevelt
is reinforced by public sentiment, -s-
Baltimore Sun.

Thought It Was the Right Thing to Do
It is to be hoped that President

Roosevelt appreciates the delicate
compliment paid to his administration
by his horses when they run away.—
New York World.

Meaning of Reform

PERSONAL MENTION
Ryan—A. T. Hellyer. Kobe. Japan; Wil-

liam Cross. Winnipeg; C. L. Bumill. Heron
Lake; T. C. Morris Brandon; J. I. Pe-
terson. New rim: R. J. Mclntyre. Milwau-
kee: C. H. Skinner. Kalispell; W. H.
Herse. Neenah.

Windsor—P. J. Schwarz. Dodge Center:
G. R. Merrifleld. Kalama«oo; F. E. Gart-
side. Winona; E. G. Lawson. New Lon-
don. Minn.: W. L. Colyer, Morris; E. 8.
Frick, Marshall: J J Hillmer. Winona; C.
S. Morden. Barnesville: G. W. Lee. J. 8.
Shelp. Gladstone. N. D.: J. M. Moore. Wi-
nona; W. H. Robilliard. H. F. Kilmer, J.
N. Tate. Faribauk; T. Condit. Clinton; E.
Donaldson. Owatonna: E. 8. Judd. Roch-
ester; W. Mclntosh, Watertown; E. C.
Leiby. Rush City.

Merchants—C. W. McWhorter. Brandon;
George Knobland. Carver; C D.-Hickey,
Melrose: C. E. I^each. Eau Claire: E. A.
Craln. W. E. Petrie. Linton. N. D.; O.
Gateley. E. G. Bush, Duluth; C. Olson.
Stoughton; F. E. Gerrish. Grand Forks; 1,.
Rt-tlding. Lamberton; J. M. Davis, Lari-
more; Peter Roland, Hanska.

°
a

TODAY'S WEATHER
WASHINGTON. D. C. Feb. 17.—Fore-

cast for Saturday and Sunday:
Minnesota, Upper Michigan and Wis-

consin—Fair Saturday and Sunday,
warmer Sunday; fresh west winds.

North Dakota—Fair and warmer Sat-urday; Sunday fair.
lowa—Fail Saturday and Sunday;

wanner Sunday.
Montana—Fair Saturday and Sunday,

except snow or rain in west portion;
wanner in west and north portions Sat-
urday.

St. Paul—Yesterday's observations,
taken by the United States weather bu-
reau. St. Panl, W. E. Oliver, observer, for
the twenty-four hours ended at 7 o'clock
last night—barometer corrected for tem-
perature and elevation. Barometer, 30.14;
relative humidity, 88; weather, clear;
maximum temperature. 20; minimum
temperature, 14; daily range, 6; mean
temperature. 17: 7 p. m. temperature. 18;
wind at 7 p. m., northwest; precipita-
tion, 0.

Yesterday's Temperatures—
•BpmHigli •SpmHlgh

Alpena 17 L'S Jacksonville .»6 66
Battleford 10 14;Los Angeles .SO 6S
Bismarck IS 22!Madlson 14 20
Buffalo 18 24 Marquette ...10 14
Boston 34 38 Memphis 48 42
Chicago 18 24 Medicine Hat.22 26
Cincinnati ....26 34 Milwaukee ...1« 22
Cleveland 20 2&Mlnnedosa ... 3 16
Denver 26 Jo; Montreal 24 24
Dcs Moines ...20 26, New Orleans..s6 62
Detroit 16 28' New York . ...39 34
Duhith 8 14,Omaha 24 28
El Paso 30 48!S. Francisco ..40 62
Edmonton 22 28)St. Louis 26 28
Escanaba 12 18:8aJt Lake 34 40
Galveston 52 58' San Antonio ..46 54
Grand Rapids..lß 26 San Diego 60 66
Green Bay ....14 20,6. Ste Marie. 6 18
Havre 18 28 Washington -.36 42
Helena IS l«Winnlpeg -4 4
Huron 18 26)

•Washington time (7 p. m. St. Paul).
-Below set*.
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I At St. Paul Theatersa . : g
The sale of. seats for the Krelsler-

Hofmann recital will open this morn-
ing at Dyer's. The .violinist and pian-
ist will appear next Tuesday evening
in a joint recital at the Park Congre-
gational church. Both are distin-
guished artists, brilliant technicians
and performers of great interpretative
power.

Fritz Kreisler is the star among v\p-
linists the present season in America.
He has never before visited St. Paul,
but his name is as familiar as that. of
Joachim, whose legitimate successor in
the field of the violinTie is held to be.

Josef Hofmann has given several
concerts in St. Paul, but none recently.
He was better known here as a boy
pianist and created a great furore. He
is. however, one of the few wonder-
children who has grown into an artist.
He is as great as a mature artist as he
was as a prodigy.

. The two artists will appear together
In a sonata of Edward Grieg, and
Kreisler will play the famous "Devil's
Trill" of Tartint. Both will play a
number of brilliant solos, the pro-
gramme closing with the "Tannhauser"
overture performed by Hofmann.

William A. Brady's big musical com-
edy company presenting "Girls Will Be
Girls" at the Metropolitan is a novel
musical comedy, containing many orig-
inal ideas.a consistently funny story and
a group of characters new to the stage.
There are many catchy musical num-
bers and a large and attractive male
and female chorus, displaying fetching
costumes. The engagement will close
with a matinee today at 2:30 and a
performance tonight at 8:15.

One of the most notable successes on
the American stage in recent years is
George Ade's four act spectacular
comedy, "The County Chairman." not
a musical comedy, but a comedy tell-
ing a story of heart interest, that Hen-
ry W. Savage will offer at the Metro-
politan opera house, St. Paul, four
nights beginning tomorrow night, with
a matinee on Wednesday. It is a play
that has no frills and furbelows, but a
faithful picture of life in a Middle
Western village, as it was in the early
•80s. George Ade, the author, lived In
Just such a community.

Enthusiastic press notices have fol-
lowed Paderewski wherever he has ap-
peared this season in his tour of the
United States. Music lovers who will

'hear him play next Friday evening at
the People's church will listen to a
great artist at the very zenith of his
power.

George Ade and Gustave Luders,
when they wrote "The Sho-Gun." the
new Korean comic opera which Henry
W. Savage is offering this season,
strove for a more lasting fame than is
usually accorded composers and au-
thors of light musical works and they
determined that the best way to at-
tain their desires was to inject sparkle,
dish and jingle into "The Sho-Gun,"
and they did it. The individual mu-
sical numbers are said to be among
the most catchy heard this season. Mr.
Savage's organization will be seen anJ
heard at the Metropolitan next Thurs-
day night.

There will be a popular priced mat-
inee of Hanlon's "Superba" at the
Grand today at 2:30. The new version
is designed to especially meet the
tastes of women and children, although
many of the vaudeville features will
excite the enthusiasm of the men. The
cjist and equipment are superior to
former years. The scenery is more
tricky than ever and the illusions are
numerous and ingenious enough to sat-
isfy the most exacting. The last per-
formance will be given tonight at 8:15.

"Lighthouse by the Sea," an exciting
melodrama, will be presented again,

this season at the Grand, commencing
tomorrow afternoon. There is said to
be no lack of scenic sensations, includ-
ing the escape of the ship from the
rocks while at the mercy of the storm.

The Manchester company will close
a profitable week's engagement at
the Star with two performances today.
The souvenir ladies' matinee yesterday
was the most largely attended of the
season. •
T What the Editors Sayj|

The legislature has a big job on its
hands this winter, if it expects to re-
construct all the laws spoken of by the
reporters. With the new trust laws,
labor laws being pushed to the front,
the legislator will not be able to sleep
many nights, watching the interest of
his constituents, eliminating the nu-
merous woodchucks that are stored
away in the innocent looking bills. The
people will expect every bill under con-
sideration to be thoroughly Inspected
by its members, and a vigilant censor
to be put upon all questionable legis-
lation. In the mass of legislation so
far presented, it will indeed be a hard
task to perform. Let us give our mem-
bers all the help and encouragement
possible to aid them in this stupendous
work-—Austin Daily Register.

[AST GRAND FORKS

LOSESJTS APPEAL
Supreme Court Decides Town

Must Pay for Con-

tract Work

Seven decisions were handed down
by the supreme court yesterday after-
noon for the first time since the jus-
tices moved into their quarters in the
new capitol.

In the case of the Merchants Na-
tional bank of the city against the city
of East Grand Forka the court held
that "the state can compel any of its
political subdivisions to recognize and
pay obligations which were not
cognizable in any court of law, but
which are based upon considerations
so thoroughly equitable and moral as
to deserve and receive favorable legis-
lative consideration," and on this
ground ordered the city of East Grand
Forks to pay the bank $8,000 due Pat-
rick Thornton on contract work done
for the city by him. He had turned
the account over to the bank. The
lower court decided in favor the
bank, but the city appealed.

The lower court was sustained in the
appeal made by Robert W. Edwards,
Lewis A. Wood, Forrest B. Wood, co-
partners as Edwards, Wood & Co. The
syllabi:

Merchants National Bank of St. Paul
Minnesota, respondent, vs. City of Kast
Grand Forks, appellant
Chapter 362 of the laws of 1903. entitledAn act relating to public improvements

heretofore or hereafter made in all vil-lages and in cities of 10.000 or lessinhabitants, to the levying of assessments
to defray the expenses thereof, and to the
issuance of evidences of indebtedness inanticipation of their collection," is not
oonoxious to the constitutional provision
that "no law shall embrace more than onesubject which shall be expressed in its
title.

A vested right to existing defenses isunder the protection of the law, saveonly as to those defenses which are basedon inforaalities not affecting substantialrights, which do not touch the substance
of the contract and are not based on
equity or justice.

The state can compel any of its politi-
cal subdivisions to recognize and pay ob-
ligations which were not cognizable inany court of law but which" are basedupon considerations so thoroughly equit-able and moral as to deserve and receive
favorable legislative consideration.

A decision of a person designated In
contract as the final arbitrator as be-
tween the parties to that contract is con-
clusive upon them, in the absence of
fraud or of such gross mistake as wouldnecessarily imply bad faith or of failureto exercise honest judgment.

An act of the legislature may consti-
tutionally require a city to pay a third
person, to whom a contractor assigned
outstanding warrants, signed by a mayor
and Indorsed by the city treasurer "aspayable in the future, whuch are baaed on
estimates issued by a city engineer, upon
whom the contract confers large, if not
conclusive powers of determination, and
approved by the city council.

The curative effect of such an act ishere held applicable to the right of re-
covery based on a detailed examination
of the legal effects of the facts that tho
warrants exceeded the statutory limits
of city indebtedness; that no raony was
In the city treasury to pay the warrants
and no provision made for obtaining it;
thaj no bond was given as required by
statute, to pay claims for work and ma-
terial; and of the legal effect of the claim
that the contract was not performed and
that the work done was of no value butwas a postive injury to the city.

Judgment affirmed. —Jaggard, J.

A. L. Steldl. respondent, vs. The Minne-apolis & St. L,ouis Uaihoad Company,
appellant.
1. Where the bill of lading: issued by the

initial carrier for goods to be transported
over several connecting lines of railroad,
and which may bo forwarded over differ-
ent lines to the place of destination, eon-tana no directions or agreement on the
subject, the light to designate the route
of transportation rests, by implication of
law. with the carrier and becomes a
part of the contract.

L. The right is not absolute or in-
alienable, however, and the contract in
this respect may be changed or modifiedby subsequent parole agreement between
the shipper and the carrier.

3. The evidence is examined and held
to sustain the verdict or the jury to the
effect that such an agreement was made
between the parties in the case at bar,
and that It whs founded upon a suffl-
ctent consideration; and its violation by
defendant entitled plaintiff to damages.

Order attained. —Brown J.

John Kelly, respondent, vs. Patrick Da-
ley, appellant.
Findings of the trial court held to

show that the trespass complained of by
plaintiff was committeed ii|">n the land
described in the complaint, and thejudgment appealed from is affirmed.

—Brown. J.

Emorn MoAll-n. appellant, vs. Peter W.
McAllon. intorvenor; Fred A. Hodge

\u25a0ad Carrie K. Hodge, respondents.
Appellant procured a divorce from in-

tervenor on the ground of cruelty. After
the decree and divorce, the parties en-
tered Into a written contract whereby.
in consideration of $7.01H> cash and the
execution and delivery of a bond for $:5,000,
plaintiff released and discharged all claims
and causes of actions he had or claimed to
have against any and all persons for the
alienation of her husband's affections.
and agreed not to bring or cause to be
brought any action or proceeding against
any person for the recovery of damages
On that account. This action was brought
against defendants Hodge for the pur-
pose of recovering damages for the aliena-
tion of her husband's affections, and in
defense thereof plaintiffs former husband
intervened, setting up the written con-
tract referred to. In answeiing the in-
tervening complaint, plaintiff alleged that
the contract was entered into in con-
sideration and in pursuance of a prior
agreement made while husband and wife,
to the effect that if plaintiff would with-
draw a former a. tion of divorce pending.
and iiiteriK>se one upon the ground of
cruel treatment, the Intervenor would
make no wefease thereto and would pay
plaintiff the sum stipulated in the con-
tract-

It looks as if the legislature were
making fish out of one cause and flesh
out of another. Admirable as it may
be to investigate the inspection and
weighing of grain in the state, it is
at least equally desirable to investigate
accounts that have been subject to so
much contention and furnished ma-
terial for so many apparently well
founded charges of neglect of duty or
worse. Investigations in both direc-
tions should be pushed and help ade-
quate to the work undertaken should
be guaranteed. The legislature would
seem to need to do a little explaining
to its constituents about its attitude
towards these two important branches
of inquiry —Grand Rapids Herald-Re-
view.

The revised code which is receiving

the diligent attention of the judiciary
committees of both houses Is more
than a revision. It- contains a great
deal of new matter, and the commis-
sion attempted to make laws of its
own. and In several instances they have
taken unwarranted liberties. The leg-
islature will be wise in finding out
what the trap is baited with before it
is sprung on the state. —St. Cloud
Journal -Press.

The columns of the state press are
largely devoted to drainage and immi-
gration. They are vital questions these
days—they stand for Minnesota's de-
velopment and the newspapers by this
publicity are certainly contributing

their share to the state's growth and
prosperity.—lnternational Falls Echo-

Congressman McCleary threatens
that when the people of the East put

hides and wool on the free list, the
West will put the finished products
on the free list. Good. Let the battle
begin. The consumers will be liberal
with their applause and encourage-
ment —Duluth Herald.

The primitive meaning of the word
stalwart is, "worth stealing." The he-
roic manner in which Its foes have
worked to>rapture this element in Wis-
consin shows that they folly appre-
ciated the value of the original defini-
tion.—Hudson Star-Times.

11.-Id. that the contract, while valid
upon its face, according to the factspleaded in the answer, if true, was voidas against public policy. But plaintiff
attacks the validity of the contract for
the purpose or enabling her to violate its
terms by prosecuting the action against
defendants. Under such circumstances
the law will not assist her to thus takeadvantage of her own wrong.

Order affirmed. —Lewis, J.
Jeseph Nebert. respondent, vs. Interstate

Iron appellant.
Personal injury action to recover dnm-

ages sustained by the plaintiff by falling
into an uncovered and unguarded ditch.
Held:

1. The alleged negligence of the de-
fendant and the contributory negligence
of the plaintiff were made by the evidence
questions of fact for the jury.

2. Requested instructions, though cor-
rect, need not be given to the jury by the
court if they are fairly and substantially
covered by the general charge. Certain
requests by the defendant were rightly
refused for this reason.

3. Where requests are argumentative
or prolix, repeating in different language
substantially the same propositions there-
by giving undue prominence and em-
phasis to the claims of the party making
them it is a fairer and better practice for
the court to refuse them and to give cor-
rectly and concisely in its general charge
the propositions of law embraced in the
requests.

Order affirmed. —Start. C. J.

Anna S- Olson, respondent, vs. The Chi-
cago. Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway
Company, appellant.
This is an action to recover for dam-

ages which the plaintiff claims she sus-
tained by being Jerked from the steps of
the defendant's car by its being started
while she was in the act of alighting
therefrom. Held:

1. Her alleged contributory ngellgrence
was a question of fact and the tinding of

dencelo' thereon !s sustained by the evl-

I- I?c damages are not excessive.». The plaintiff was entitled to recoverSfTef infurlS °f t
t
he direCt coriequencls

\u2666hi' Jhere was no reversible error in
eitChare!usa°f g

cSffi " *^™Order affirmed. —Start, C. J.
<S> .

I News Condensed ]

gag aiS^aForeign Secretary Lansdowne defended tha

m^^SmT^ in sanc"-^ thc^de^
nf^ilar^el.phia-TAlfred H- Love, presidentof the Universal Peace union, has receiveda letter from Secretar>- Hay in response toMr Love suggestion that the governmentshould make an effort to brine• ohm irpeace in the far East- Mr. Hay promises
ma^niTyl^^.6 When O™™™«y oh"

"^fXnol°" Christopher Smyth - • alias-Sandrock/: the young man who com-rr.itted daring robberies by holdin- upwealthy residents in this city in theirhomes and compelling them to pay £
SfinSepS."^ tO W^M
bu^Hr^r",* fA!'usele wlth a coloredItevlrl mcd *th a knife Mrs- Minnie
woundLi ta^ed and the nesro waswounded with his own weapon which
Meverf%h natChe<l fr°m him by Mrs-Sar wfshecau|ht. nOt badly hurt " The

Washington—The *tate department hasinvited the attention of the Russian gov-
ernment to th fact that three offlceil of
i,ue.r^iSSIa/V Lena- »*<> wereinterned at San Francisco, have brokentheir parole and are now in St. Petersburg

.^' t ,sh rs- Pa~The National Fremontassociation, composed of men who took
Port in **?£, for.mation of the Republican
party m this city in 1556, have acceptedan invitation to participate in the in-augural ceremonies March 4.

Chicago—Earl H. Prince, a board oftrade broker, was arrested here today ona charge of larceny. Customers of PrinceIn Klgin. in., assert they gave agents ofI rince money to invest for them and havereceived no accounting.

New York—Practically all the leadingcarpet manufacturers have advancedprices from 2% cents to 5 cents This incaused by the war In tho far East winchbaa cut off the supply of carpet wools fromRussia and China.

Logansport. Tnd.—Fifty girls employed
In a steam laundry were thrown Into apanic by the breaking of an elevator Fourgirls, who were in the elevator when ittell, were injured, two being in a critical
condition.

Cairo—An American Egyptologist, The-
odore M. Davis, has discovered a royal
tomb in tho neighborhood of lAixor, lull
of antiquities, including intact sarcophagi
a chariot, furniture and other relics of a
past age.

San Francisco. Pal.—Orders have beenIssued appointing a board to investigate
an alleged shortage of the accounts of« tot. Jacques De Uafitte. quartermaster
of the transport Logan, now In this port.

Amherst, Mass.—As the result of recenttrouble growing out of a charge of uii-
gentlemanly conduct at the Massachusettsagricultural college, the senior .-lass lias
voted to withdraw from the college.

New York—One thousand employes ofthe Interborougb Rapid Transit companyhave determined to again make sweeping
demands on the management with a
strike as an alternative.

New York—District Attorney Jerome
notified counsel tor Nan Patterson, accus-
ed of murdering Caesar Young; that anew trial of her case will be beg\in
March 6.

Paris—The minister of marine says there
Is no reason to doubt the safety of the
chariot antarctic expedition, as Dr. Ohar-
cot had not planned to return beforeApril 1.

Denver. Col—The eight-hour bill,
amended so as-- to apply only to what it
defines as "dangerous employment" inmines, mills and smelters, passed the
house.

Vienna —The Hungarian cabinet crisis laas far from actual settlement as it was
when Emperor Francis Joseph received
Francis, Kossuth in conference Sunday.

Dover. Del.—Six union Republicans
broke away from Addicka In the l.;ilint for

'T—the first break from him since
he became a candidate ten years ago.

Washington—A parcel post treaty be-
tween this government and griat Britain
has been .signed by representatives of both
powers, and takes effect April 1.

Smithville. Tex.—A negro charged with
assaulting: Mrs. Powell Tiffany was cap-
tured and shot to pieces by a mob. lie
made a full confession.

Richmond, —Charles K. Shively.
supreme chancellor of the Knights of
Pythias of the World, will establishlodges in London, Eng.

New Orleans —Cardinal Gibbons arrived
and was driven to the home of his brother,
John T. .Gibbons.

n nIAmong the Merrymakers J[
$

He Knew the Rules
Tommy—He called me a name agen, so

I jist grabbed him 'round de neck wid
me left arm an' soaked him good wid me
right an'—

Mother—Oh! Tommy. Tommy! You
musn't fight like that. It isn't right—

Tommy—Aw! w'at do you know about
it. Mom? Ilittln' In do clinches ain't
barred.— Standard.

Would Square Matters
On one occasion, when Robin Allison,

who was beadle at Kilwinnlng, had car-
ried some goods for 8 traveler visiting his
customers, he was delighted with a dram
oveT and above his pay.

" 'Deed, that's rale quid o* ye, noo."
said Robin; "but maybe I'llbe able to dae
ye a quid turn yet. Ye ken I'm the grave-
digger. Dae—-dae ye like your head
high?"—London Tit-Bits.

Handing Him An Excuse
"Won't you join us?" she inquired of

the man who had come up to the table
where high balls and cocktails were being
served.

He sat down and shook his head. "No,
I'm on the water wagon now."

"Don't you." she asked, looking up at
him archly, "ever get off to pick up th»
whip."—New York Press.

•

Surprised
"Did that medium show you anything

that surprised you?"
"Yes." answered the inquisitive man-

"After certain demonstrations with a cut-
tar and tambourine I was astonished to
find that my friends in the spirit world
had become such bad musicians." —
Washington Star.

His Way of Finding Fault
Customer —Have you any more oranges

like the last ones that you sent me?
Grocer—Yes. sir.
Customer — give me something dif-

ferent. —Somervllle Journal.

In the Polar Frost
Hectic Hiram—What do you carry that

chunk of ice around with you for?
Icicle Ike—Oh. that is a memento. It

is the tears my last sweetheart shed when
I left her.—Chicago News.

Mean Thing
"Your appetite is like a bird's."

He said to coy Miss Charmer,
She never knew till afterwards

He wad an ostrich farmer.
—Philadelphia Press.

Very Simple

The Ingenuous One —I wonder how Isa«
bel manages to preserve her complexion.

The Knowing One—Oh. she just keeps
it In a cool place, tightly corked.—Smart
Set.


