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UWDER THE SEARCHLIGHT
TenWflays of publicity, of fair and

open discussion of the proposed agree-

ment j^-tween the city and the street

railway company, have fully disclosed
the reasons why th^se in favor of this

settlement observed silence and se-
crecy. It vvfll not bear the light. An

I iiimjipUny of its different parts, with

nothing bin <h<- public interest in view,

shoots^t full of holes. It has nothing

left to recommend it. In view of the
necessity of. speedy yet sober action,

let us review the case as it has been
established.

First, leaving legal questions out of

sight, we will consider the facts. The
main fact, which the partisans of the

street railway company have been en-
deavoring to obscure by reiterating?

long; lists of details, is that the agree-

ment accepted by the corporation
counsel differs from the agreement re-
jected by him a little earlier only in

two main particulars. The first of
these, the alleged abandonment of the
so-called "roving license." is a myth.

The principal, indeed the only possible
reason for saving streets from occupa-

tion is that the possibility of competi-

tion might be held open. Under the
agreement competition is expressly ex-
cluded, by allowing the street railway

company to occupy beforehand any
Streets to be used by any other con-
cern to which the city might grant a
franchise.

The other supposititious gain is the
payment of an amount equal to 6 per

cent on gross earnings. As we have
tseon, this is not likely to exceed the
regular taxes to be paid in the future
by the company, and may fall below.
Therefore, on the ground of practical
benefit, this arrangement is on a par

with that against which the whole city

and the council itself unanimously pro-

tested. This was not understood at
first, but it is now. The council should
correct its original mistake by the
light of better knowledge.

Second, as to the legal aspects of the
question. There is every reason to
suppose that the arrangement is alto-
gether illegal and void. It seems to be
quite clear that the city couffcil can-
not set aside or rise superior to the
provisions of the charter. It is bound
to observe them and can grant no
privileges which they deny. The char-
ter declares that any company, before
obtaining'certain privileges from the
< ity, must consent to certain things,
among which are the payment of the
gross earnings tax and, in case of
street rail-Ray companies, the regula-

tiuw-«»C-fwres by the council. A resolu-
tiQn which nullifies these charter pro-
visions cannot be upheld by the courts.

The key of the whole position, how-
ever, is Judge Lochren's decree. That
Js worth an untold sum of money to
the company. To keep it from being
overthrown, as every well informed
lawyer believes that it would be if car-
ried to the supreme court, the com-
pany has directed its successful efforts.
No agreement on any condition should
be made with the company that does
not involve as a prior condition the
Vacating of this decree. Were that
done, we could proceed to talk busi-
ness. With that decision confirmed, we
have no rights left worth speaking of.

1

«It now appears to be established^hat
this decision will stand without possi-
bility of attack, no matter what the
street railway company may please to
do or not to do, if the time within
Which an appeal. can -be taken is al-
lowed to expire without action by the
city. Tbi> position of the courts on this
point Is v"M\v plain. The rule is so well
settled that it is not open to question.

The shifty and transparent device pro-
posed In the agreement, or vacating the
decree at any time within three years
and immediately re-entering it for the
sole purpose of extending the time for
appeal, could not be recognized by the
courtß. Even were the circuit court to
he prevailed on to do this thing, the
supreme court of the United States
could not for a moment take jurisdic-
tion Wider such a barefaced scheme for
evading a»eUled principle of law.

searchlight directs" us, then, to
these three conclusions: Ist. We get

no material advantage whatever out of
the~la«t "agreement over and above
those contained in the proposal* re-
Jectutf, and .we get nothing for a mo-
meio be compared with what, we
jive up. td. The council is empowered'
to Sri, and It;ix\u25a0 Us duty to act, be-
au*f~n/juu»ed thin resolution under a

tnlscooceptiofl, »nd b*CRUs* the; scope
of liic 'resolution e«cee6« i'm own legai

powers. 3d. The failure to appeal
within six months from Judge Loch-
ren's decree will close and lock the
door upon all future action and all fu-

ture hope; and leave us, no matter

what legerdemain may be recommend-
ed by the corporation counsel, abso-

lutely at the mercy of the street rail-
way company, at least for the next
thirty-five years and perhaps for all
time to come.

Can there be a doubt, in view of
these facts, which no one has' risen to
dispute, which the wretched partisans
of the street railway company have
not even dared to discuss, but which
have made such an impression upon
the minds of our people that they are
thinking and speaking of little else,

and have expressed their opinion plain-
ly whenever and wherever they came
together, that the council owes it to the
city, to the party that it represents and
to the people to exhaust every means

within its power for the rescinding of
this most unfortunate and unbearable
act.

One of the immediate effects of Rep-

resentative O*Laughlin's valorous at-
tempt to do something for the bee will
be to inspire some of his fellow mem-
bers to take a peek into Mr. O'Laugh-
lin's bonnet.

RUSSIA ANO PEACE
The position of Russia with regard

to a possible peace with Japan is char-

acteristic of her profound misunder-
standing of her rival and her own un-

fortunate national traits. It is a sorry
kind of pride, after all, that sends men
by battalions to certain antl useless
death on the theory that peace propo-

sitions cannot be entertained until
after a victory. At present it would
appear that, should Russia adhere to
this rule, peace will never come. On
the other hand, whenever Japan shows
a willingness to make terms, Russia
instantly interprets this as a sign of
weakness, declares that Japan's finan-
cial resources are being exhausted and
proceeds to make new and larger war
preparations. An ignorance as incon-
ceivable as this will require much pun-

ishment and suffering to educate.
It seems as if only the paralysis of

effort due to domestic troubles could
force Russia into a rational attitude.
From the very outset Japan has offered
reasonable terms. With each advan-
tage she has gained she has added, as
il natural. som«thing to her require-

ments. Every operation of the war
has cost her immense sums of BMNM y,
as well as loss of life, and the victor
naturally expects to be compensated in
proportion to his sacrifices. Even now
it is perfectly certain that Japan would
be satisfied with terms that the other-
powers would be obliged to acknowl-
edge modest, and infinitely l"ss exact-
ing than those which they imposed
upon China, for example, after xthe
boxer trouble. Russia seems to think
that she can be beaten and still draw
up her own peace conditions.

The attitude of Japan toward peace

has been very fine from the beginning.
With admirable consistency she has
deplored and deprecated war, insisting
only upon those things which were ab-
solutely essential to her national in-
tegrity and safely. She is obliged to

add to these from time to time such
indemnity as will partially recomi>ense
her for the enormous expense of con-
tinuing the war. But Japan really

does want peace in the interest of hu-
manity. After her accomplishments.

none but a lunatic or one driven In-
sane by wounded pride would suppose

that she lacks either credit or the re-
sources to carry her brilliant opera-
tions to an equally brilliant close.

The responsibility for this war. which
must be placed upon Russia's aggres-
sion, is matched by her responsibility

for the failure to agree to that peace
which is at any time within her grasp.

She will be the most stupid as well as
the most brutal of nations should she,

out of mere desperate bravado, con-
tinue much longer this hopeless con-
test.

Delaware and Missouri legislatures

will adjourn without electing United
States senators. Well, every little
helps.

THE QUESTION OF PRECEDENCE
Part of the inauguration aftermath

is a story to the effect that the mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps are indig-
nant because the supreme court jus-

tices were given precedence over them
at the inauguration ceremony. It haa
always been heads or tails with the
diplomats and the' justices as to who
should have first place, but so far the
struggle for precedence has resulted
is no international misunderstanding.
and it is probable that the present un-
pleasantness will be banished by the
tact of an administration that, what-
ever its faults, has never regarded

other than seriously its duties as social
arbiter. The opposing factions may
temporarily disturb Washington, but
the peace of the nation will not be im-
periled.

The report that society folk of New
Tori: are considering the advisability
of adopting some form of social prece-
dence is more .disquieting. Involving
as it will the dignity of individuals in-
stead of.nations, such a departure must
inevitably; \u25a0 result! in bitter" feuds. No
hint has yet been' dropped as to what
will-determine the order of precedence,

whether -weaita. /birth^r social worth;

but whichever qualification is adopted/
trouble is bound sto result. ' The *ita«-
tion to Further complicated by the feet

that just recently the members of the
four hundred, who are alone concerned
about this question of precedence, have
taken to giving monkey dinners. Will
the simian head the dinner procession,
or will it occupy an Inconspicuous po-

sition in the rear?
We"alth would seem, of course, to b*

the most satisfactory basis upon which
to build a system of precedence; for,

lacking an official guide, there would
be no way of settling conclusively an-

cestral claims. But even wealth would
have its disadvantages, for the fluctua-
tions of the stock market would neces-
sarily affect the stability of the dinner
procession as made up at the beginning
of the season. What would it pxofit an

ambitious man or woman to take prec-
edence over all today. If tomorrow he
or she was forced to go to the end of
the line? Common sense would sug-
gest, therefore, that society outside of
Washington leave the question of prec-
edence severely alone. It is thrust
upon the capital city, but there is no
reason in the world why it should dis-
turb the peace of any other city in this
democracy.

Even the Lord is after the Standard
Oil trust, as he has revealed to the eye

of man vaet fields of oil In northwest-

ern Canada.-rCrookston Journal.
Not too fast, brother. There are

signs that the goodly John D. Rocke-
feller iB already preparing to trim hta
heavenly lamp with the product of
tliose fields, and even now doth the
heathen of the anti-system press rage.

WHAT 18 THE HURRY
One question we should be pleased to

have some Republican contemporary

or some Republican member of the leg-

islature answer. We want explained

to us the reason why there must be a

code passed at this session of the legis-

lature.
We are asking this in all sincerity.

Ever since the legislature assembled it
has been acting as if code revision was
a Bpecies of antitoxin that must be
administered In order to prevent the
spread of some dire epidemic. Maybe

it is. Our attitude is simply that of
wanting to know. Wherein will the
people of Minnesota suffer if no revised
code is adopted for the next two years?

Is the pressure exerted to force
through the code from party sources,
or from individuals interested, or what
is its source? fc

No living human being pretends that
he knows or can know what the code
as now before the senate includes, or
what effect it would have if enacted.
An interesting contemporary, which
has taken a sane position heretofore
on code legislation, now wavers into
line, but the best that it can give us is
the negative assurance that it does not
absolutely know the provisions of the
present revision lo be evil. Speaking?

of the assertion that the code contains
no dangerous or unbearable new law.
It says "it is too soon to decide that
this assurance is impossible." Again,

"nobody asserts that it is perfect.**
The beginnings of other sentences re-
lating to alleged imperfections are as
follows: "We do not hear of any great
difference;" "There is said to be a dif-
ference of opinion;" "Some lawyers

take the view;" "But we are inclined
to think." Every word pf this is an

open admission that Jhe writer's high-

est ambition is simply not to say that
the proposed code is evil, but that he

cannot declare it to be good.
Now action on such doubtful prem-

ises as this might be allowable if we
were confronted with some great emer-
gency. Suppose the supreme court of
the United States had just decided
that all the laws ever enacted by Min-

nesota relating to taxation were un-
constitutional. The state would then
he without any tax system, and obvi-
oußly it must have one. It would be
better to force through some tax
measure, even at the risk of error.
than to leave us unprovided with
means of collecting revenue. In the
present situation there is no emer-
gency. AH our laws would stand ex-
actly as they are if no code were to be
passed. Anysane business man wishes,

before signing a business contract cov-
ering 1,000 typewritten pages, to study

every line of it and to take the best
legal advice. Wherein is the case of
the state different? We simply ask,

since the best friends of the code take
the agnostic attitude, why invite a
risk?

There would seem to be some un-
known reason behind this urgency ex-
hibited for the adoption of a body of
law which no one has examined or can
examine in all Its particulars before
the legislature adjourus. What is it?
Why this insistence upon having the
states invite a possible calamity, when
it cannot suffer in the slightest par-
ticular by leaving matters as they are
until there has been sufficient time to
study the new code provisions and pass
upon them intelligently?

If Vice President;, Fairbanks is to
head the Republican"; tlcMbin. 1908 we
nominate that other human volcano,
Russell Sage, "for the running mate.

When Rojestvensky hears about It
he will be sore enough to shoot up all
the pearl fishers in the Indian ocean."

. ,The smoke nuisance seems to be
thriving. The profits of the tobacco
trust last .year were $22,9*9.040.

" That'reii«iu>.tlon of Kuropatkln's did
net beat Ac <*m by assay 4MadM. .

t " 1Contemporary Comment
Newspapers and the Courts

It is not for the best interests of the
people that the judiciary should be en-
tirely exempt from criticism by the or-
dinary organs of public opinion. Oc-
casionally it I* proper to take a court
to task for a particular decision —after
It has been rendered and the matter
has been closed. To permit the courts
indefinitely to muzsie the press, both
as to general course of conduct and
particular actions, would, in our judg-
ment, militate much more against the
pure administration of justice than
does the recognition of the general
right of criticism.—New York Law
Journal.

Beef Trust and Mr. Garfield

"Commissioner Garfield controlled his
sympathies for the poor sufficiently to
refrain from recommending that a col-
lection be taken up for the relief of the
distressed beef packers." it is to be re-
marked that Mr. Garfield is probably
moving as rapidly as he can as a single
piece of a ponderous system of ma-
chinery. Sporadic reforms are of but
little account. It takes time for them
to get their work In.—Cincinnati En-
quirer.

Anent the sarcastic observation that

- Russia and India
The news from Sc Petersburg of

military activity In Russian Turkestan
agrees with what had -previously been
known of the situation. • • • That
the Russians should seriously think of
engaging in any fresh adventure of a
military kind in view of the successive
disasters which they are experiencing
in the far east may seem to most peo-
ple beyond belief,—Philadelphia In-
quirer.

The public is told from time to time
that conditions are improving in the
islands. Yet recently returned officers
tell their friends the spirit s>t insur-
rection throughout the archopelago is
seething; that they apprehend .a. re-
bellion that may be attended with hor-
rors equaling those or the Indian mu-
tiny—Buffalo Courier.

Negro Officeholders
The selection of a colored Demosthe-

nes for collector of internal revenue in
New York is another eloquent answer
to the southern criticism that we don't
give the colored brethren offices up
north. It was answered in Boston
some time ago when Assistant United
States District Attorney Lewis came
in.—Boston Herald.

Philippine Prediction

Germany Will Remain
When Russia's • appropriation of

Manchuria ceases Germany will be the
only power left holding Chinese terri-
tory on terms that give exclusive priv-
ileges in violation of the principle of
"the open door" favored by Japan.
England and the United States.—Bal-
timore Sun.

What the Editors Say

The revised code Is likely to cause
some friction between the house and
Mate. It has been passed by th-
house, but the senate is in no hurry.
The members of that body want to
be sure that it is right before they
act u|ion it. :md they are correct in tak-
ing this position, it is quite probable
its adoption may be pjit off two years,
and wisdom would indicate that course.
It willgive ample time for a close study
of it. iead to the discovery of errors and
•f new laws enacted by the commis-
sion, and then when it is adopted it
will l»e what it should be. a correct
codification of the laws. Better wait,
no harm will be done by a little delay.
—Rochester Post and Record.

The other day a boy 15 years oldwas arrested in a Minnesota town and
given five days for smoking a cigarette.
Of course the benign purpose of the
law. and the beneficent object for hu-
miliating that boy and making a "jail
bird" of him. is to cure him of smoking
cigarettes and "make a man of him."
And of course he's cured. Never again
will the aromatic fumes of Duke's
mixture permeate the sensitive cellu-lar tissue of his youthful lights. Thefireside has delegated to the state its
most sacred duties and prerogatives,
and prisons are equipped to affix the
brand of felony for imaginary offenses
—Warroad Plaindealer.

Norway and Sweden are on the verge
of war. and the committee of the Nor-wegian storthing have made a move-
ment that may precipitate hostilities,
by deciding to establish an independent
Norwegian consular service not laterthan April 1. 1906. It is to be hope.l
that war will not ensue. The one now
raging is enough not only for the pres-
ent, but for some time to come. IfCarnegie's peace palace were built the
matter might be considered there anda compromise agreed upon—Roches-
ter Post.

The conviction of Cassie Chadwi.-k
and her sentence to fourteen years'
Imprisonment will give general satis-faction, but the public will not be en-tirely satisfied until the bank officials
who assisted her to rob the depositors
are also behind prison bars. Theirguilt is greater than hers.—DuiuthHerald.

S«rne of the southern papers refuseto believe that we have been seeding
In the Red river valley. They're jeal-ous, and afraid were going into theorange and banana business next —Red Lake Courier.

I TODAY'S WEATHER f
*~ \u25a0 »

WASHINGTON. March ll—Forecast-
fa^l«SnpW Wednesday; Thursday
rair in west snow in east portions fresheast to south. winds becoming variable "Lpper Micmgan-Partly cloudy Wed-nesday, snow in northwest portion- Thurs-daynow.m variable winds. ' inurs"

Wisconsin— in north: snow insouth portion Wednesday: Thursday^* nV?w' fresh east to southeast Wind"Northand South Dakota-Rain or snowWednesday; Thursday fair.
lowa— or snow and wanner Wed-nesday Thursday fair in west, rain orsnow in east portion
Montana -Generally fair Wednesday andThursday. *. St. Paul—Observations taken yesterdayby the United States weather bureau*

W. E. Oliver, observer, for the twenty-four hours ended nt 7 -o'clock last night(barometer corrected for temperature andelevation): Barometer. 30.36; relative hu-midity. si*; weather, partly cloudy; maxi-mum temperature. 32: minimum temper-
ature, 21; daily cange. 11; mean tempera-
ture. 26; -7. p. m. temperature. 29; wind
at 7 p. m.. south; precipitation. .06.

Yesterday's temperature at other-points-
•Spmliigh »SpmHJsh

Alpena \u0084..V.:VI6 26 Los Angeles .CO 6"
Bait Word ...,32 32 Madison... 82 28
Bismarck .....24 24|Marquette ....18 (8
Buffalo ....... .20 24 Memphis • ... .VCS •68
Boston . 28 32 Medicine Hat. 46
Chicago 26 26 Milwaukee ...26 26
Cincinnati ....36 '4S|Minnedosa ...^8 28
Cleveland ;.r;22 24JMontreal • .....lc. 20
Dcs Molnes ...28 Moorhead 26 32
Denver 4C 64 New Orleans .60 68
Detroit .24 26!New York ...36 38
Duluth —.....20 .24{Omaha 34 54
El Paso 54 6<TPttt«iKirx ..V.82 40
Edmonton , ....28 -398.: Francisco .62 62
Sscanaba IS 22 St. Louis S4 66
Galveston • ....60. G4^ait Lake \u25a0 ....62 .\u25a0B2-
Grand Rapids.24 2«:San Antonio .64 6&
-Green 8ay.:..22 2*ißan Diego 62 «2
Havre 50 MtS. Bte. Marie. 14 24
Helena .«* 4* Washington -..40 .46.Huron ?.-. .~~ .: ; 26 * 1Wlnnl peg ,.•.. \u2666. 1* 2*
JacksonvlMe ..61 i£. -\u25a0 /\u25a0? -.-/,," .... ,t*.

' -*Wii>Wtiiiuttai> (7-fu m. K. Fnl).-
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To Be Considered

Got Out Promptly

A Comfortable Comparison

The Middle Ages

Regarded With Suspicion

f~.—'——: ——— ——f, At St. Paul Theaters I
&-—- — ;—— . _&

A matinee today at 2.30 and a per-
formance tonight will close the en-
gagement of;Mildred Holland at the
Metropolitan opera house in "The Tri-
umph of an -Empress." . Mildred:Hol-
land in the present \u25a0 performance dem-
onstrates that she has ability. Those
who. saw her years ago • were not pre-
.pared; for the exhibition of power that
she has evinced in this drama. ,

Love, pity and renunciation —these
are the basic elements of RichardWagner's sacred festival music drama.
-Paratfal," which Henry W. Savage
will offer in English at the Metropol-
itan opera house the latter half of next
week, beginning Thursday night. The
story shows the evil result of sin and
how the sinner may be redeemed
through the pity of another who has
resisted temptation and come to that
pity by knowledge of what the sin is.
While parts of the music drama are
symbolic of some of the moat solemn
events in the life of our Lord, they
are. so to say. merely illustrative of
the moral Wagner has sought to en-
force. Contrary to the belief of many.
Parsifal is not Christ, nor In the leastis he symbolic of him. Parsifal is a
mythical hero, enveloped in a mystic
atmosphere, belter than his feUows,
yet at no time has Wagner sought to
make him the perfect man. He is as
symbolic of purity and renunciation as
Amfortas, the erring king of the grail,
is of sensuality.

The "Isle of Spice" company of fifty
people will be seen at the Metropol-
itan opera house. Sunday. Monday.
Tuesday and Wednesday in the musi-
cal extravaganza, the 'Isle of Spice."

There will be a matinee at the Grandtoday at 2:30 of the musical comedy.
Buster Brown." This piece has beenan emphatic hit with large audiences.

The tiny comedian. Giovanni, plays thetitle role, and is assisted by Jack Bella* Tige, and are great favorites with
the women and children. The two are
enough to supiKjrt the whole enter-tainment, but they are surrounded by

*J ar*c company of capable players.
The chorus has many pretty girls whosing well and their dancing is an espe-
cially captivating feature.

In addition to the regular matinee
Saturday at 2:36 and on account of thelarge sale of tickets for that perform-
ance, the management has decided togive an extra performance Saturday
morning at 10 o'clock.

Charles E. Blaney's new play, "Moro
to Be Pitied Than Scorned." is to have
its first production in th!s city nextSunday matinee at the Grand. It is
said to contain .blending of tears andlaughter, and will be staged in a style
peculiar to Mr. Blaney's productions.
The scenic equipment in said to be un-
usually large, and the cast competent.

<$ — —Among the Merrymakers
<& <$>

Evaslv
\u25a0\u25a0 Duraley— l never saw a man like Brix-
ton to drift away from the subject underdiscussion.

Barrass— for instance?
pumley—i Just asked him what he wasdoing; the night I saw him down the roadand he evaded an answer by remarking

that he had known people to get rich byattending to their own business. I have-no doubt he has; but why should he men-tion it at that time?— Transcript.

•'I suppose you arc glad of the rest thatadjournment brings?*'
"Well." answered the candid coiißtvss-man. "I don't caro no murh about th-

But if congress didn't adjourn once in a
while there wouldn't be any mileage "—Washington Star.

Xordvr-1 wonder if the senate ever did
anything promptly?

Butts—l expect it acted pretty promptly

Nordy—What happened then?
Butts—The British set the building on

fire.—Houston Chronicle.

"Don't you feel foolish peddling these
nonsensical toys?" asked the man of
wm« ideals.

"Yes." answered the street faker, "I
feel rather foolish. But what do you think
of the people who buy "em?" —Washington
Stcir.

Proud Father
Proud Father—Yea». nay son is going to

be a financial success all right!
Friend—What makes you so sure of it?
Proud Father—Because, he's only nine

months old. and he has already learned to
yell "more!" —Detroit Free Press.

Soph—Why did they call the middle ages
the dark ages?

Junior— Because the women kept their
ages dark?

Soph—No; because there were so many
knights.—Columbia Jester.

"I understand, senator, that you regard
your '-olleague M an unsafe man."

"I dv It would be jußt lik-.- him to get
scared and turn state's evidence at tbe
first indication of danger.—Chicago Rec-
ord-Herald.

It's on the Way
There was a man in Michigan
Who used to wish, and wichigan.

That spring would come.
So he could borne

And go away and flchigan.
—Chicago Chronicle.

Which Place
Patience (enthusiastically) — When I

first heard- him sing 1 thought I was in
the next world!

Patrice (sarcastically)—lndeed! Which
one? —Yonkers Statesman.

Proposal Coming
"Has Jack proposed yet?"
'"No. but he.- told me what his wages

are and how soon he expects promotion."—'
Cleveland Leader.

ALBANY. N. V., March 14.—Theagitation in New York city for a lowergas rate, together with allegations
against the gas companies of extor-
tionate rates ami ofrfiaiutaining false
meters, resulted today in the adoption
by the senate of a jointresolution pro-
viding for a. legislative investigation of
the New York city gas and electric
lighting sittfation. The resolution was
not passed, however, until after a long
and acrimonious debate, in whichSenator Grady of New York city, the
Democratic leader and principal rep-
resentative of Tammany hall in the
senate, took a conspicuous part. Sen-ator Grady 4e*l the opposition to the
resolution, charging that its motivewas purely partisan and directing a
bitter attack against William R.
Hearst, who. he said. had joined
hands with Republican State Chair-man Odell to accomplish his purpose.

"I will tell you what the origin of
this gas agitation was." cried Senator
Grady. "Mr: Hearst was n candidate
for the presidential nomination. Dis-appointed because he did" not have tlv*
support of Tammany Hall in that am-
bition, he has since, through his news-
papers, been heaping foul abuse on
the mayor and on Tammany Hall.
That was the'beginning of this gas
agitation. Hearst is The real author
of this resolution. The whole thing isa miserable political deal. A bargain
was made between the Republicans
and Mr. Hearst by which it was agreed
that if this resolution would pass
Hearst would put a third ticket in the
field In the municipal campaign in
New York this fall. The whole thin?Is a miserable deal, with nothing but a
partisan object."

LETTERS FROM THE PEOPLE

HEARST IS ACCUSED
Grady Says Gas Episode Is En-

tirely Political

Be Used for All Christenings
To the Editor of The Globe: '

In regard. to the christening of the
battleship Minnesota with water in-
stead of wine, will you kindly -publish
a few words of defense?

'"Marie."" in a recent article, after
paying the usual compliment to the.
W. ('. T. U. women and the good they
have accomplished, says: "But surely

it is not well to allow one's reasoning
powers to become befogged because

I one believes in total abstinence." No,
verily. But these women have reason
for the faith .that is in them and aver
that In olden times, when the launch-
ing of a ship was accompanied by a.
libation to Neptune, wine was not an
unfitting symbol, but in these days and
in .this country, we having a better
knowledge \u25a0of the god of the sea. than
had the. ancients,. can but regard • Its j
use. upon such'occasions (if we con- ;

sider the subject without prejudice-
temperance or otherwise) as. absurd.
The very word christen implies a
Christian ceremony, and plain every-
day common sense .would suggest that
the baptismal fluid. symbolize life and
purity, not danger and death.

The editor of a prominent newspaper'
—-not a*' temperance paper— ' long.
&«o advocated the use of:water instead'
of wine. In the christening. of .warships.
'The use of wine." he said, "is out of

.date and not in keeping with Amer- :
ica's character." Pure water Is the best

i symbol \u25a0ef national purity of -purpose
and' a good conscience. which the navy i
is supposed .to represent and make

! good.** - —Mrs. Fwoswwffi. • \u25a0•»\u25a0
' -. at. .Pa«U~ March it."

News Condensed
Buffalo, N. Y.—ln the supreme court the

work of securing a jury for the trial of
Alonzo J. Whitoman was begun. White-man was jointly indicted with Joseph
Boothman and Joseph P Hart. It Is al-leged that they deposited a $51 draft
which they had raised to $9,000 with theFidelity Trust company of Buffalo, andagainst which they subsequently drewchecks. "-

• •.-'

Philadelphia—Prof. Herbert fl—fllimiI^ord of the I'niversity <»f Columbia, andProf. Willtam J. Kirby of the Catholici tuversity <>f America, have, in addressea
before ttie Contemporary club, stated thatth<-y (ould find no reason for saying that
jPMPOisasj in itself was wrung. Both ex-
pressed the opinion that gambling cannot
be .-radicated and that the wis.-st thing
t'> do is to property control it.

<'"t!si:mtinui>lo— Another palace intrigue
has resulted in the sudden night of a
trio >»t iukli Ottoman officials. GeneralsAhmet Pasta ami EUsa Pashs aMes decamp of the sultan, and Arif Bey. his ma-jesty's ihamlicrlaiii. Th.y fled'abroad to
pi !»[>*• a secret poUoe cabal at the Yildiz
kiosk, who were bent on their destruction.

Washington—Gen. Ainsworth the mil-
itary seereftary, i«hs been charged by the
secretary of war with the execution of
the joint resolution of congress author-izing th»- seeratar) to return the ">44 civilwar battle fiiigs it is expected that Gen
Ainsworth will act in a few days.

Jeff.-: son city. Mo.- Th, senate. 11 to 14
defeated for final passage the bouse Istll
prohibiting witnesses from refusing to
testify In bribery cases. This bill ex-empted such witnesses from prosecution
and forced them to testify. Qov. Folk
indorsed the measure.

Venice—The city has appointed an in-
ternational committee composed of artists
and including Oari Melchcis. the Amer-
ican patater. for the organization <>f the
foreign exhibits at the art exhibition to
be inaugural.-.1 bere by King Victor Em-
manuel April 22.

Kansas City. Mo.—As a result of the
fight against the Standard Oil company
in Kansas, elaborate plans for the con-
struction by independent companies ofpipe lineß and refineries in the southwestare in progress of formation.

Berlin—The appropriations committee
of the reidista? linally agreed to the gov-
ernment's plan to increase the cavalry
but only to 1910. thus virtuully postponing
the introduction of any further army in-

\u25a0WIMI \u25a0 until 1910.

Washington— Ex-Postmaater Oen. Wynne
has declined the gift of a solid silver
punch bowl tendered him from anbordi-
nates in the pwtefltoe department. He
disapproves government employes making
gifts to their superiors.

Baltimore. ' Md.— Sydney Adams, chief
clerk of the general delivery division of
the Baltimore postoftlee, pleaded guilty
to the charge of robbing the mails and
was sentenced to three years in the peni-
tentiary.

Pittsburg. Pa. -As the result of a gas
explosion at the home of Jacob Bitsser
Mrs. Bitaer was burned to death, Amelia
Hopkins was f.-t tally injured and two
houses were wrecked. Several firemen
were hurt.

Chicago—A writ of haboaa corpus seek-ing the release of Johann Hock was
withdrawn in court. Counsel for Hoik
stated that the reason w:is that there was
apparently nothing to gain by the writ.

Chicago—Mis. Samuel Friedman and her
brother-in-law. Paza Friedman, are dead
of asphyxiation, and Samuel Friedman i«
dying as the result of an accident to a
gas plate 1m Hie Friedman fiat.

Pittsburg. Pa. — A joint committee com-
posed of members of the Western Canned

I association and the Atlantic States
Packer association is in session here to
form a national association.

Willemstadt, Curaeoa— It is alleged that
President Castro of Venezuela has ordered
the court to render judgment annulling
the contract and seizure of the French
cable company's property.

Washington--The nMMtarjr of the in-
terior has awarded a contract for the con-
struction iv S:ilt river valley. Arizona ter-
ritory, for irrigation, of on» of the largest
dams in the world.

Believes That the Same Liquid Should St. Petersburg—The estalt of the late
Grand Duke Seiguis in the Dmitrov dis-
trict near Moscow has been pillaged by
peasants and a factory in the same dis-
tiict burned.

-Washington Secretary Shaw lias re-
ceived $iL'.iMM> conscience money in a let-
ter signed '"A Sinner." who says he once
defrauded the government.

Chicago— motion to quash Indictments
for alleged forgery in connection with the
Illinois Tunnel company's franchise was
denied in court. . • :•-•;-> %

Chicaeo-'-A.flrc in the printing and boxdepartment of the Grand Crossing Tacitcompany's plant caused a Kan at 1806,000;
fully insured.

Jefferson City. Mo.—ln the joint ballot
on senator most of the • Niedringhaua
strength. Mas thrown to Judge Solder. P.
Silencer. .

Los Angeles. Cal.—The great storm has
ceased after doing $500,000 damage la thin
city and more' at other points.

Denver. Colo.—The joint legislalive con-
vention adjourned without settling the
gubernatorial contest.

El Paso. Ill—l>avid Siroth* r. the first
negro to cast. a vote.in ;the United Stated,
is dead here. \u25a0\u25a0' '

Suspend Railway Service
TIENTSIN.' March .'l4:—The Chinese

railway -administration -has withdrawn
the locomotives and other roHln< stock
from th-e•••llne«- between. , Simmlntin,
KoupangUxe a.u<i Ylnkow. This -Is
owing th l(W»»4wir^ of th« J;*{"*-
nest wsilltary ofldais that the r«ilw«r

INCENDIARY FIRE
BURNS NINETEEN

Criminal Negligence Charged
in Tenement House ./

Calamity

NEW YORK. March 14.-Nineteenpersons were burned to death in a firewhich destroyed the five story tene-
ment house at 15 Allen street early to-
day. More than forty were injured
and only a few of the sleeping inmatesescaped unhurt. Several of those whoperished were roasted to death in plain
view of thousands in the streets. Cor-oner Goldenkranz declared after an
Investigation that he had reason to
believe the blaze was the work of an
incendiary. He issued subpoenas for
the fire marshal, tenement house andbuilding: inspectors and health and po-
lice officials to appear before him atthe inquest Thursday.

The fire started in the basement and

r£fd
T

Vth frhtfUl rapidi^ theroof, The victims were caught intraps of flames, the halls and exits be-ing rendered impassable in a few min-utes after the blaze started. The build-ing was one of the usual crowded tene-ments, and the disaster was the worstm the history of the east side. Thedistrict attorneys office has begun annvestigation to place the blame Chief
th™ ?h« the flre department assertsthat the police and the tenement housedepartments are -to blame for the vio-lations of the fire escape-law. Thetenement house department officials saythat the blame is on the .shoulders ofthe lire commissioner.

Of the 19 dead. 3 bodies, those of aboy and 2 girls, remain unidentified,
t-ollowing is a list of the dead:-

RACHAEL SOLOMON, aged 45
JACOB SOLOMON, aged 16.ISAAC SOLOMON, aged 18 ,
JESSIE COHEN, aged 15.
ROSE WIENER aged 23. i
SANDER WEINER. aged 4
IDA MUSKOWITZ. aged 10
HARRY KAUFFMAN. aged 10.ROSE MILLER, aged 4

?15 l£srS^HLLER- ased 5 months.SARAH KLINE, aged 60.
BELLA ZEIDLER, aged 30.HARRY ZEIDLER. aged 11 '
HARRIS ZEIDLER, aged 40
RACHAEL ZEIDLER aged 12

STILLWATER
Carpenters and machinists are mak-ing repairs at the mills on the StCroix and towboats are also being re-paired preparatory to the opening of

the lumbering season, which many ex-pect will open by April I. The Ice in
i »•. ." ,Cvoix is rottine gradually,and the lake is opening along the west

shore above the pontoon bridge.
A special term of the district courtwas held here yesterday by Judge

CTOSby Of Hastings. AH action toquiet title t« property purchased l>>the Stillwater Auditorium companywas submitted and evidence was sub-
mitted in an action brought by Clinton
Rutherford against Thomas Ruther-
ford.

Mr. and Mrs. O. F. Newman cele-brated the tenth anniversary of theirmarriage at their home in the town ofGrant last evening, and among theirguests were many friends and rela-
tives from this city. Handsome pres-
ents were left with the host and
hostess.

The March meeting of the board ofcontrol for the purpose of hearing
parole applications was held at theprison yesterday. Messrs. Gould andJacobson being present. Thirteen ap-
plications were considered, but only
five paroles were granted.

Mrs. Mary Sullivan Powers of
Lanesboro, Minn., has brought an ac-
tion for a divorce from Charles Pow-
ers, who is serving fifteen years at the
prison. The papers in the proceeding
were served at the prison yesterday

Frank Colemire. who for severalyears has been the electrician of the
fire department, has retired.

OAVIO B. HILL VIAKEb
ARGUMENT FOR PATRICK

Alleged Murderer of "Rice Concludes
Not to Speak for Himself

ALBANY. N. V.. March 14.—Albert
T. Patrick sat before the judges of the
court of appeals today and heard ex-
Senator David B. Hill argue his ap-
peal from the judgment convicting him
of the murder of William M. Rice, the
New. York millionaire. Patricks in-
tention was to address the court, but
upon the advice of his counsel he re-
mained silent, contenting himself witli
listening to the argument and in in;ik-
ing notes, which he used afterwards in
advising with Mr. Hill regarding the
rebuttal which will probably occur to-
morrow.

Gives Cards if Not Spades
SOUTHAMPTON. Eng., March H.—

On May 17. 1003, in lat 29 deg. 30 mm.
north and long. 68 deg. Id mm. west.
while on the way from Montevideo to
this port, the American consul at South-
ampton. Albert W. Swalm. and a party
of friends placed their cards in a bottle
and threw it overboard. Today Mr.
Swarm received the cards from a coast
guardsman who was on duty near-
Arruumoore, Donegal. Ireland, who
picked up the bottle Friday last. The
distance traveled was over 3,000 miles.

Hasten Mutuaiization
80EW YORK. March 14.—The special

committee of the board of directors of
the Equitable Life assurance society,
consisting of James W. Alexander,
rornelius N. Bliss, T. Dcwitt Cuyler.
Chauncey M. Depew, James H. Hyde,
V. S. Snyder and Gage E. Tarbell,
unanimously resolved today to recom-
mend to the board that the charter of
the society be at once amended so ;t*

to confer upon the policy holders the
right to elect a majority of the board
of directors, namely, 28 out of 52.

Not So Bad for Boone
U ASHINGTON. March 14. — The

president has aproved the sent-enre in
the ease of Lieut. Francis M. Boone,
Nineteenth Infastrjr, irho was \u25a0 onvi. t-
ed by courtmartial at Vancouver bar-
racks on the charge of desertion, ab-
sence u-iihout leave and nonpayment

of debts'. Thf> sentence was dismissal
and two .v-urs' imprisonment, but the
president, on the recommendation of
the war department, reduced the term
of ins!ir'sK>nmeiU to one year.

Gre?son Case Up Again \u25a0

PHILADELPHIA, March 14. — The
Supreme cour< today decided to send
the Greason case back to the court of
oyer and terrainer of Berks county, and
allow this body to use it* discretion in
granting a. new trial. ... Greason and
Mr*. Kate Edwards were connoted .of
the murder of she; woman's husband,
Grcanon.-beinjf convicted on the wofn:
an's jtestlmoujr..: M(s. Edwards \u25a0,aubea -Quently - confessedS that «he -bad ixn -Jured twrself txni- eKVU9f»te<l Gr«at»ou
frjt»oiliii.blaiue<;*r-'* K.+r-'r^fr'-


