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WHO IS TO BLAME?

BOME PENNY-WISE AND POUNB
FOOLISH Ml‘rnons ! _._*'

WANTING TOO MUCH. rnoén

Reasons  Why People Sometimes
Turn Their Trades from Home
to the Mall-Order »
Houses.

With price cutting, short welght
pucknges, trading stamps, advertising
fakirs, box-ear merchants, mail-order
houses, dead beats and numerous
other burdens to earry and contend
with, the life of the storekeeper is
far from a happy one. He rises In the
morning with the tune of the lark,
works hard all the day long, and goes
to bed at night not knowlng whether
the price of oil will be raised ‘on him
the next day or not. Then there is “the
home paper that the merchant some-
times reads, and it makes him tired
to learn that he has been for years
acting the chump by not advertising
in its pages in the right way. There
Is a lot of retailers who kick and howl
about people sending to mallorder
houses for goods and never once think
that they, the merchants, are to blame
for the matter. i ; |

The other day the writer met a far
mer, lle was an interesting kind of
chap, pretty well up in the ways of the
wicked world, the methods of the box-
car merchants and the manners of the
local storekeepers. He sald that he
had been buying goods from a few of
the mail-order houses for the past few
years. He commenced patronizing
them In this way: He wanted to buy a
small rifle for his son at Christmas
time, He went to his local hardware
dealer, found that the rifle would
cost him $2.50. His son had seen the
same thing advertised by a mall-order
house for $1.10. He told his father
that he could buy it for that. The
storekeeper wouldn’t come down a
cent on his price; in fact, told the man
to send away and get it. He did so,
The rifle cost him, lald down, $1.35, ur
$1.15 less than he could have bought it
gt home, This Is a poor argument in
favor of the home store, The dealer
could have sold the rifle as low as the
mail-order concern could lay it down
in his town, but he wouldn't. The re.
sult was one more min became a buy-
er on the mall-order house plan.

This same man told me that he
wont to his loeal drug store to buy a
rubber fountaln syringe. He pald the
druggist $1.756 for one. A few months
later he wanted another one of the
same kind. He found it wes adver-
tised in the blg book for G0 cents. He
sent for It, cost him 72 cents lald
down to him by the rural mall car.
rler. Another case where the drug-
gist was not up to snuff and wanted to
make n profit out of all proportions to
what legitlmalely should be made
This farmer felt that he was being
overcharged for these little things and
could see no reason why he should not
gave a little money by sending away
from home for what he wanted, This
gsame farmer knows that he should
buy goods just as low from his home
storekeeper g8 he gets them from the
mallorder house, He also knows
that in many lines he can buy goods
cheaper. The only trouble f{a that
gome merchants carry n small line of
merchandise on which they think they
should make 200 per cent. profit or
more, There Is little call for this
class, and when a sale ls made they
want too large profits. Thelr custom-
erg don't like thls treatment. They
feel it Is not the right kind of a deal,
and are sore over it. It doesn't pay
the merchant to mark his special
goods so high, for it is just on this
class of goods that the catalogue
houses make low prices to attract at-
tention und make the people think
they are selling goods cheap.

D. M. CAHR.

This is presidential year, and the
alarmist, the dry-goods box philoso
pher and the ealamity howlers of dif-
ferent breeds and oplnlons are abroad
in the land. Presidential years are
“off" years, so they say, and the most
level-headed old-timer shakes hig head
with doubt when he spenks of the con-
ditions throughout the land. There {8
a little cause for a tightening up In
the affalrs, more cautlousness In finan-
clal and commercial centers in gen.
eral. This year there are no such “pre-
gentiments” of evll as generally mark
presldential years. Dusiness goes on
just the game as it has durlng the
past half dozen years or more, only
there ls evidence that men are not
losing their heads and are carefully
consldering possibllities. The agri-
cultyral sections are particularly for
tunate in the fact that thelr pros-
perity depends little upon the fluctua-
tions of stocks or securities. 'Tis
the wealth of land and llve stock that
counts, aad while any depression may
to & certaln extent Influence price, it
will require a greater <alamity than
#& change in administration to par

‘found shat nothing in the town conld

siyze_agricultural industries,

PURCHASED EXPERIENCE,

Deallng Away from Home Causes Un
l'leonury Expﬂnu and Annoyance, _
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a’inan dot in'f western state, who

fid made a foew thousand by farming,
declded to build a new house in' hial
bome town. He was s tight-fiated,
pinch-the-penny kind- of feHow, am¥
declded that he would buy all he could
In tha Way of fixlngs from the malkor
der houses. He had the local plumb-
er do the lead-piping and a lot of,
work . t...t ihe  mallordar peopls
conldn't do, then omerec}‘hia bath-tuli
and tollet fixings from ‘a mm ordet |
concern. He priced the tubs™in the
local housé,-then decided that he could
gave two or three dollars, He gol
hia tub and his stand froml abroad
Both came without fixtures. There
was & lot of trouble over freight, snd
when the tub was pul in place It was

be had to fit it. Fauccts, valves; etc,
wera ordered from the house that sup
pliad the tub. When they.came 1l
was found they were the wrong slze
They were sent back, and another lof
sent. Then even the local plumber
had to work two or three days extrs
to get things In shape. When the jot
wag compPléted, It was found that the
cost was some $15 more than the
home man offered to do all the worl
And supply the equipment. This 1
only one illustration of how mone)
can be gaved by ordering from 1
houge at a distance,

Some who order from the retal
mall-order houses gel a (nste of the
ref] thing. A young man In a Ne
bragka town sent G5 cenis fo Ona o'
the concerns for a buggy whip, I
was represented as cheap at twice the
price. In a week or so he got It b)
express, charges only 75 cents. It was
done up in a package that the com
pany didn't charge for, but when ex
amined, the young man found that
the same whip could be had of his
home storekeeper for 60 cents, There
was b cents money order and postage;
76 cents expressage and 66 cents for
the whip, making a total of $1.45, not
counting the trouble of ordering—all
this for a whip that could be had for
one-third the amount at home,

Only a Square Deal.

How much of the money which e
sent away to the catalogue houses
ever returns to the community from
which it is sent? How much of the
money spent with the home merchante
goes to bulld up other places? Whe
helps pay the taxes, bulld roads and
bridges, erect churches and school
houses, fosters and encourages public
Improvements, - buys farm produce,
carrles names of the needy on the
debit side of the hooks the year
around, and iz willilng and eager al
all times to assist them by credit or
wmoney, If they may need 1t? JIa it the
catalogue house or the loeal mer
chant? The local merchant? Then
why not give him the opportunity to
figure on that “cash order” perhaps
you are about to buy. He can fill it,
frelght inecluded, as cheaply, and In
some Instances much less, than the
catalogue fellows will charge. Stand
up for home trade, Dollars sent away
for godds never return, but help bulld
up the large clties and big catalogue
houses which are not only trylng to
squeeze the life out of the country
towns, but are selling goods not one
cent cheaper than local dealers from
whom the people expect credit when
ever they need It

Public Speaking.

Eloquence s the child of knowl
edge, When a mind is full, like a
wholesome river, It 18 also clear. Con-
fusion and obscurity are much oftener
the.results of Ignoranca than of inef.
ficlency. Few are the men who can
not express thelr meaning when the
oceaslon demands the energy; as the
lowest will defend their lives with
acuteness, and sometlmes even with
eloquence.—Lord Beaconsfield.

Old Fegy Ways,

“The way my father did and my
grandfather did, Is good enough for
me; I don't take much stock in thoss
new fangled Ideas,” Hoy many in the
retall trade apparently take this view
of things? What percentage of busi-
ness men are making progress by fol-
lowing In the footsteps of by-gone
generations? It Is not a wise and
good ides ta use tallow dips and pine
koots in an electrie light age? What
would an intelligent man think of the
western farmer who would undertake
to reap his wheat ‘fleld with a sickle?
But still many are in the same boat
when they try to do business as their
fathers and thelr grandfathers did.
There are certain principles that one
may follow;, can be honest, give
square measure, be soclable, favor
triends, and all those little things, but
to do business In the old way means
fallure unless one is located In =
backwoods place where there ls no
competition. The upto-date merchant
is the man who gets there, and It 18 4
diicult matter t6 find the place W
day whare advanced wethods are ool
Recossery.

ASHINGTON . —The all-engrossing
tople of conversation in all sets
of Washington soslety 18 the rumoréd
engagement of Miss Katherl nev Bllking, | -
daughter of Senator and Mra. atephen
B Blkingatsthe royaliduke of Abrussi, |
who was the soclal lion for a few days
last spring when he ecame in coin-
mand of tha Itallan warships for:the
cpening of the Jamestown exposition.
This engagement has been rumored
more. or ‘less ‘for the last slx months,
but has "been «trenuously denled by
all the"members of Miss Elkina' fam-
lly. The duke {s the first cousin of the
king of Italy, and should he marry
without the approval of hik royalreis-
tive, he -would have to rénounce his
title, one of the most honored In &l
Italy, and all his rlghts as o member
of the royal family. His father, the
late duke of Aosta, was for some time
Xipg ot Spais,
tain ‘his royal prestige; zn'ﬂ‘; even the
title by & special act of the Italian
parllament, provided the king glves
his consent to the match.
If thls marringe takes place It will
be by all odds the most brilllant In-
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0 MATTER what the future may

hold in store for Secretary of War
Taft, he has achleved fame. A few
days ago his portly person was en-
shrined in hundreds and hundreds of
films, which will go to make up a ple-
ture show presentation of a review of
the cavalry and artillery at Fort Myer.
Neither the secretary nor Gen. Bell,
who afecompanied him, posed. They
Just ambled up and down belween

It .was an ideal day, and the plo-
turea were very successful. Hvery

{'T'HE best inld plans of mice and

men aft gang agley,” and so it
was with the guest list of a high offi-
cial who recently planned a dinner in
honor of President and Mrs, Roosevelt.
Every invited one accepled and covers
were lald for a score and ton guests
but only 28 arived. What could be
the matter! Minutes seemed ke hours
while the hostess wes torn between
two thoughts, would it be worse to
keep honor guests walting while the
table wag reset, or let them see va-
cant places around the festal board.
The former way was decided upon
gnd all the while the change was be:
ing made both host and hostess re-
gretted 'that political reaszons would

- Senator William
of Maryland, Sen-

Y the death
Pinckney Wh
itor Btephenson of Wisconsin becomes
the second oldest member of the sen:
ate. When Mr. Stephenson was elect
ed to the senate & year ago there were | since.

four senators vrhm
[han &is, = Be

gan of Alabamp - od last fall, and
Senator Whyte, who was born August
29, 1824, became the oldest senator.
Benators Allison, Blephengon mnd Cul:
lom were born in 1829, Mr. Alllson In
March, Mr. Btepl\enson in June, and
Mr. Cullom In November. Mr. Allison
Is now the oldest senator in point of
years as wlu ay

The Iate

|18 expedition which made this bith:

Ho can, however, te |
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is doeply intorested 4n A ,
taining to the nnr'r.h polc He udnd

Mant record, and has been llonized on

vislted :}h:le"ﬂlin ‘w

W ns | cal"
g Ehe mm“m the average |
‘sovlety girl or; thiéimembers of’ hsy'|

tused to Ve. presented forafly fn
clety'at & tda, dance’or othet
tion, aceording to the Amarféi'ﬁ ous-

social egreer; 8he just “came out” by
degrees, affer a complete preparation,
s far ne schooling and acedmplish:
mantn are concerned, She bad |
oled widely during h
and has made prips:abrond.-with ‘her
pareuts, or with her mother, ‘each;
summer gincé then, She is one of the
most daring riders and skilled whips
among the women in
8ne seldony drives In

b.hlpt Ilor'
ning cob or trotter, or on
her thoroughbred hunter.
familiar figure in all

runs

She 18 a
crogs-country

Taft Is DEplcted in Moving Pictures|:

time the secretary's horse switched
fta tail & camera clicked, The ex
change of salutes, the spirited swing
of the squadron into line, and the long
linea of ordnance presented a pan
orama alone’ worth the price of II!-
miselon,

The Taft party was photographed
from the moment it left the -city to
make for the post across the Potomao,
In the party were Mra. Taft and Mr.
and Mra, Charles Taft 3

Favorite sons have cigars named
after them, and getl nice canned
sulogies In convention resolutions, bul
there {s nothing to it but fame when it
reaches the moving picture staga.
These films will be ~“shown, sand-
wiched In among fllustrated songe |

despite the fact that he is big In

body, is an accomplished horseman.

Careless Secretary Causes Much Trouble

prevent their wreaking mighty wven
geance upon the delingquents, To make
a bad matter worse they saw in next
morning's paper that thelr would-be
guests had been meémbers of a the
ater party the night before. What
happened next none but the principals
know, but others noted that witkin a
week Mr, Blank and Seénator Eo-and-
80 were not on speaking terms and a
few days later, the former came out
with an Interview stating Lis prefer-
ence for some one-else na Republican
candidate for the presidency. . That
wad ‘the last straw. Explanations were
nsked for and recelved to tha effect
that Mr. B's secretary after accept-
ing the dinner Invitation, crossed off
the wrong date and he and, his wife
had gone nt the a8t minute, to the
play with friends on the evening they
ghould have dined with Benator B. In
nocent of intentional wrengdoing, he
jn turn had been cut by the Iatter's
coldness and turned political umn

tua and Bor.

“Just for fun!™

Stephenson Now the Second . Oldest Sﬂatol

Only a few weeksago he explalned u
one of his«eolle hq' At .cam
about that he spe E
“y." He sald that hll tn.lur.

a prominent merchant In Bllumorl.
was defrauded of his little fortune by
some of his relatives of the name of
White. “I took up 'the gquarrel that
followed,” sald the senator, “and be
came somewhst bitter toward
White family. One day when 1 w
slgning my nume [ struck out the *
and inserted 'y’ The change M
my hur and I've wnqnw It evez

Notwimmdlu hin ulnmul m

tive to hls duties than many of his
youniger oolleagues.  Frequently he
was the only member of the senats

udthcmmwuunuhm.

this account In every cou%hn hli

“pot,” inusmuch s she positively, K | dro

tom of launching young women on & |

afd 1Im mme ih&wl {h tha ;

{n all parts of the country. One thing |
lines of artillery, powder and lenses. ' {t will prove, and that is the secretary,

the |
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who wis present when the gavel teir| Jf

er school days,|.

most severe form of femalp troubles
was told that an tion was my on
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i‘- Pinkham's 'V ry ’
a.nﬁ‘lo-du. Iam we

F¥or thirty f)'enrs Lydia E. Pink-
ham's Vegeta madu
from roots and herhs, been the

standard remedy for female ills;:
andhnsp%ﬂvelymmdthousm
women who have been troubled with |

displacements, inflammation, uloera-
tion, fibroid tumorg.ag{ﬁuﬂu,
periodic paina, and il

Mrs. Pinkham invites all siclk

women to write her for |
SBhe u!hm ded’ to-
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#d Touvgue, Paln in the
Hide, TORPID LIVER,
They regulate the Bowels. Pnulr Vagetable.
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SMALL PILL. SMALL BOSE, SMALL PRICE.

Genuine Must Bear
Fac-Simile Siunltnrl
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