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Beneath the

- Mistleto

Tlhe orvgin of this C'énmfms s
custom, much in favor among the
lovelorn, goes back fo dim past and.
is lost in traditions of the Druids:

* (By IDA M. BRUCE in Utlea alohu.)l
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HEN a young mnn at-a
Christmas party leads,
with an attempt at non-
chinlunhee, some charming
young lady beneath o
bough of mistletoe In or
der to win n “mistletoe
kiss" lie Isof the oplnlon
that he I8 luring the young Indy lnto
o slituatlon where, by the decree of an
anclent custom, she must forfeit the
aforesnld kiss.

Fronkness compels me to confess
that the luring 1s done by (he young
Indy. For thelr Chrlstmas parties they
secure and suspend the mistletos and
she |3 Indeed o most gedate and rather
chilllng you'g person who will not,
during the festivities, allow herself to
be “lured” beneath the mistletoe, And
all this 1s quite within her rights, It
Ia @ custom she Inherited from ances-
tora who dwelt In Britoln or Seandl-
navla, centurles ugo. Todny the mis-
tletoe and the wmistletoe kiss are ns.
soclated only with Chrlstmns, But,
In truth, mistletoe had Ity slgnificance
centurles before the birth In Beth-
lehem which gnve us Christmns,

Scundinavions clalm that mistletoe
customs  originnted with them, but
there 1s qn Lnglish legend antedating
thoge of Scandlnnvia, which tells how
the girls of semibarbarle Dritalo, In
the golden age of the Drulds, did them:
selves hang up boughs of mistletoe
and lure young men Into thelr em-
lLirnee,

According to thls legend Chelm, an
nncient high priest, had n grent temple
In the forest where he tanght young
men to become priests. So popular
did thig temple hecome that half the
young men of the countryslde were
leaving their homes and people, and
becoming Druld priests,

Thero wans grent need of the young
men In the enmps to hunt and fish and
tor plant, and, nhove nll, there wera 80
many more mnldens {lan young men
left that they declded something must
be done to reclalin them, The girls
sought un anclent witeh and nsked her
help.

"Plek yonder mistletoe thit grows
without roots upon the trees, go to
the edge of the forest round nbout the
trea temple of Chelm nnd hang It
there nll around and anbout the forest,
Stand ln walting there, well hidden,
until the young men comlng forth from
the forest ench night to bring food to
the temple, nre under the mistletoe,
then step forth. They will clusp you
nntd kigs you whereupon (o you scream
right Tustily and the young men shall
be yours."

How the Girls Won Back the Men,

The maldens followed this advice
nnil hung the mistleioe In festoons
nhout the edge of the forest., Stand-
ing under It, the young men felt Im-
pelled to kiss the moldens who stepped
forth to greet them. The mnldens,
ns instructed, screamed lustlly and
Chelin and other of the old Druld
priests rushed forth, feuring thelr
young men  were belng murdered.
When the good old Drulds saw the
voung men embracing the maldena
they drove them away, for they would
have no one anmong them who hed
ought to do with women.

And so, throngh the pecollur Infly-
ence of the wistletoe, the maldens
won back the young men, but the cus-
tom of hanging vup mistletoe wos kept
up, Luter after the introduction of
Christinnity, the custom was added to
the Christmas festivities,

Christmas Festivities,

From Scandinavian mythology comes
the welrd but interesting story of the
orlgin of mistletoe, that pale-berried
purnsite of the forest, One of the best
of these legends Is that of Baldur, son
af Wodin, In the days when (hose
strange gods nre sold to have walked
and tulked with the mortals on earth,
a5 did Jupiter and Apollo and Dinna
aud Lotonla and the other gods and
goddesses of Olympus,

Buldur was the Beandinavian god of
supshine and summer and was oats
urnlly beloved by all except Lokl, the
god of hearth fires. For, while the
people rushed out of doors to see Bal-
dur when he brought the summer sun,
they had no use for Lokl untll the
next winter, consequently Lokl dls-
liked Daldur,

Nonna, goddess of the blossams and
wife of Baldur, drenmed terrible
drenms of the death of Baldur, and
she went to the grent god Wodin, her
father-dn-low, and told him and he was
grea'ly  troubled. But messengers

were sent forth throughout the world

find had everything swear
to do Buldur no harm, Ev-

erything anlmate and In- IL
animate, the animals nnd

men and flsh and birds,

the water and earth and rocks and
trees, the winds and clouds and raln
and snow, all agreed never to harm
Baldur.

"Go forth and weep no more, daugh-
ter,” sald Wodln to Nannn, "no harm
cun now come to wour hushnnd, my
son,” and Nanna went forth happy.

After that all the gods used to
amuse themselves hurling stones nnd
axes and spenrs at Baldur and he
stood snd lnughed nt them, becnuse
nelther wood nor petal nor anything
could harm him. It was great sport
for everyone, One day while at this
sport an old womnn akked Nnnnn why
they were trylng to kill Baldur,

“Everything has promlsed never to
harm him,"” she expinlned.

"Everything?" querled the old wom-
an,

“Except the mistletoe, whnt can that
Httle shrub do?” Nanna Inughed scoro-
fully.

The old womnn hurrled away., Of

wourse 1t was Lokl in disgulse, She

gol n twig of mistlesoe nnd hardened
It by charring the outside before the
fire, fAtted the polnt to u lunce annd
hurled It at Baldur, whereupon it
plerced hia heart and he fell dend.

Dedicated to Love and Affection.

As n peace offering the gods dedi-
cated the mistletoe to love und affec-
tlon and pence Just so long ns 1t never
touched Lokl's territory, the ground.
Ever since then the lstletoe has
grown without roots, far nwny from
the ground, and even to this day 1t 18
used by suspending It above the floor
or ground.

And so It 1s that both anclent Brit-
nln and Scandinavia Iny thelr elnim to
mistletoe customs and the origin of
suspending a branch of 1t benenth
which youth may kiss. There is little
doubt but what the custons wad In use
n thousund yenrs before the orvlgin of
Christinas, While the story of the
maldens who [lured back to thelr
camps, and to themselves, the young
men who were about to become Druld
priests, glves good account of our cus-
tom of kissilug beneath the milstietoe
todny, to Secandinavin alse belongs
much credit, When those brave aml
romantie Seandinavions  looked for-
ward to Valhalla as thelr heaven, and
worshiped the gods Thor and Wodin
on Thor's duy and Wodln's day (which
Is where we get our Thursday and
Wednesday), they used to have cer-
taln great feust days for thelr gods,

It became the custom, on observing
Thor's day, to bulld great fires, These
were called “Juul" fires, As everyone
knows, the Beandinavian “J" Is pro-
nounced quite like our pronuncintion
of the letter “Y.," consequently those
fires were spoken of us “Yule" fires,

The brighter the fAres, the higher
the flnmes towered through the for-
ests where the Scundinavians used ‘to
gather to pay honor to the greatggod
Thor, the greater pleased wns Thor,
and so It became pecessary to plek
out the best of wood tc burn.

Then men would go into the forest
looking for “Juul” logs, and they soon
leprned that the trees upon which
much mistletoe clung would give the
brightest fires, ‘They did not know
the reason for this, und belleved that
It was due to the work of the great
Thor himself who cnused the wmistle-
toe to grow on those trees without
roots solely as o menns of letting hls
people know which trees were best
for burning In hls hooor,

Aund g0 whenever anyone met under
the mistletoe In the great forests, no
matter how great enewley they were,
they dropped thelr wespons and greet-
ed each other kindly, nor would they
tnke up arms sgainst each other uotll
the sunrise of another day. This was
thelr tribute In memory of Thor,

A Fetish of Good Luck.

They began to tuke bits of the mis-
tletoe loto thelr homes and hang It
over the doorways, and If any enemles
caume, they could not enter the housea
beneuth the wmistletos without becoin-
ing friends to the people Inside so long
a8 they remalned there, From this
eame the hablt of greeflug people who
stepped under the mistletoe with an
embrace or a kiss, and at great lndoor
fensts the mistletoe was hung up In
the room and the people greeted each
other with klssen,

Later  this mistletoe bhanglng at
fensts came to be put In use only at
the Christmas feast ond from that
grew the customm of hunging up the
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mistletoe In order thnt any standing
benenth it might be klzsed by the
first person who caught her there,

Few If nny growlng things are the
sithject of ns many anclent legends,
customs and bellefs as the mistletoe.
The fuet that the anclent Celts In (helr
druldieal religlon had two great festl-
vala, one In June and the othier in De-
cember, the latter belng equivalent to
our Christinos, In both of these great
festivals the gathering of the mistie-
toe was n sacred rite.

Pliny in his Naoturnl
geribes the ceremony.
the Drulds' worship of the onk, he
snys: “They belleve (hat whuatever
Brows on these ftrees |s sent from
heaven and 1s o slgn thiat the tree hny
been chosen by the Gol himseif, The
migtletoe 18 very rurely to be met
with, but when It 18 found they gnther
it with solemn ceremony. This they
do especinlly on the sixth doy of the
mwoon, becpuse by the slxth day the
moon hns plenty of vigor nnd hus not
run half Its course,

“After the prepoarations hove been
made for n sacrifice und a fenst under
the free they hall It ns the unlversul
henler and bring to the spot two white
bulls whese horns have never been
bound before. A priest, clud In a
white robe, climbs the tree and with
a golden slckle cuts the mistletoe,
which is caught In s white cloth, Then
they sucrifice the viethnsg, praying thnt
Giod may make hils own gift to prosper
with  those upon  whom he hus
bestowed It,

“They belleve that a potlon pre-
pared from istletoe will loerense
thelr flocks and that the plant 18 &
retmedy ngalnst all polson.”

It wos belleved to be & remedy for
muny s and this bellef Is still (o be
found In muny remote ploces In Eu-
rope. In Holstein, for example, the
mistietoe 18 regurded ns o heallng rem-
edy for wounds and In Laciune,
France, It s slways andministered by
the nutlye people ns an antldote for
polson. They upply the plant to the
stomach of the patlent and give him
n solution of It to drink as well, The
Gnelle word for mistletoe Is “an t'nil
loe,” which menans “all healer,” and
this 1a probably what the Drulds
cenlled It in anclent times,

In the northenst of Scotlund people
used to cut withes of mistletoe ot the
Murch full moon; these they bent In
clrcles amd kept fur o Yeur to cure hee-
tie fevers and other troubles, In
some parts of dermany the mistletoe
19 egpecinlly estevmaetd ng o remedy for
the nllments of children, who some-
times wenr It hoog around the neck
ns an amulet.

In Sweden on mildsummer eve mis-
tletoe Is dillgently sought after, the
people belleving It to be possesscd of
wony wmystie quaelities, and that If a
sprig of It 1s uttaclied to the celling of
the dwelllng house, the horse's stall
or cow's crib, the “trolls" or evll spirits
wlll then be powerless to Injure elther
man or beast. Branches of the plant
are commonly seen In farmhouses
hanging from the celllng to protect
the dwelllngs from all harm, but es-
pecinlly from fire, and persous afflict
ed with the falllng slekness think they
cun ward off ull ptincks of the malody
by enrrylng about with them a kuife
which has a handle of mistletoe.

A Swedish remedy for other com-
plalnts 15 to bang o sprig of mistletoe
round the sufferer's neck or to make
him weur on bis finger a rlng made
from the plant. Moreover they fash-
fon divining rods of mistietoe or of
four different kinds of wood, one of
which must be mistletoe, The treas.
ure seeker places the rod on the
ground after sundown and when It
rests directly over the treasure the
rod begins to move as If it were allve.

Like thelr Swedish neighbors, many
German peasaots conslder the mistle
toe 0 powerful churm agninst evil sple

History de-
Spenking of
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A Hot Excuse.

French mutehes may have Hproved
in recent yéars, but not s8n very loug
ngo they were gquite unsatisfactory. A
Frenchmnn was once nrrested for hav-
Ing n lot of simnggled matehies In his
posgegslon,  The judge snld to hlm:
“Whnt have you to say for youtself,
prisomer

“Mease, yegr honor,” stammered the
culpeit, - it 1s  tre 1 use forelgn
mntehes, bhut only to Hght our own gov-
ernment ones with."

DON'T WORRY ABOUT PIMPLES

Because Cuticura Quickly Removes
Them—=Trial Free,

On riging and retiving gently smear
the face with Cutleura Olntment, Wash
off the Ontment In five minutes with
Cuticura Soap nnd hot water, using
plenty of Sonp. Keep your skin clear
by making Cutlcura your every-day
tollet preparations.

Free sample ench by mall with Book,
Addreas posteard, Cuticura, Dept. L,
Boston, Sultl everywhere—Adv.

Chore Time Long Past,

Unele Lige bought o clock,  One
night the clock got ont of order, noed
hegan to stelie,

The ol mun awoke and  counted
102, He promptly sat up In bed, and
calling to his wife said, “Cynthy, get
up, get up.  It's Inter than I've ever
knowed Hoto b —yersbody's Mugie
zine,

The best way to broaden yourself
Is to try to get Lold of the wollier
fellow's viewpolut,
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No Raise
In Price
Of This

Great Remedy
é"“-:r

CAS(ARA OUININE

00,*\9
The standard cold cure for 20 year—
I tablet form—aufe, sure, no n-,-ﬁnn
—tures cold in 34 Ilw!l l'a
deys. Moneybrckifitfails. tthe
genuing bua with Red Inr and Mr,
ill's pleture on it.
Ctntl lens, gives
mare, SAVEes money.
24 Tablets lor 26c.

At Any Drug Store

 Take Coverl

Lord Northellffe, apropos of 4 Zep-
pelin attuek on Loodon, sald ot o diue-
ner fn New York:

“Nowndnys in my country, when we
want to proclalm o mun o fool, we sny
he hoasn't sense enough (o come ln
out of the ruld”

Bilk From Wood.

The manufneture of silk from wood
pulp s now quite dn fmportant ludios-
| try In Englond nnd FPranee,
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| ATARRH

For haad orthroat
Catarrh try the

npot treatment

ICKS VAPORUB\\‘
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W. N. U KANBAS GITY NO. 51. 191?.

Carter’s Little Liver Pills

For Constipation

A vegetable remedy that alwair eelp\res

pation. Banishes that fired

right over-night, stimulates the Liver gently, but quick
ing it to ful and healthy nctlth‘and the stomach an

to their natural functions.

Small Pill
Small Dose
Small Price

Sew oot

rompt relief in consti-
ng altogether and Tnts you

restor-
bowels
g life worth living.

Genouine
bears
algoature

ROSY CHEEKS srimatmsy

faces usually show it

COLOR indicates Iron In the Blood, Pale or

GII0n WHICh Wil Do Sach Deiged by CARTER’S IRON PILLS

Domestic Economy.

Not Infrequently o man I8 guch o
good dmoestle pathemntielun that he
can save the price of o new solt by
porsunding hig wite (o have her Inst
yeur's stroet alvess e ovep,—S8yro-
clise l'u’-'l-“‘l:mtlnrll

GREEN'S AUGUST FLOWER

Itas been used [or all nllments that
are cuused by a disordered stomuch
and louetlve ‘lUver, such us slek head-
ache, constipation, sour  stomach,
nervous  indigestion, fermentation of
foud, palpltation of the heart enused by
guses o the stomncl,. August Flower
1s o gentle lnxative, regulnws digestion
boili In stomoch and intesiines, cleuns
nnd sweetens the stomach and allmen-
tary canal, sthinulutes the lver to ses
crete the bile and Impurities from the
blood. Sold fo all elvilized countrles,
B0 and 00 ecent bottles.—Adv,

Alas!

Biones (in restournnt)=—Whnt's good
bere tonight, walter?,

Wialter—Cash only, mr. L

Narway hn-. n fuel r-ln.nn;m

Where in

| 818 Madison St.

'I'aket Erides Name,

Murrny Cohen, who mnrelod Helen
Bernnys In New York, will herenfter
be known ns Murray O, Bernays to
keop ulive the bride’s fomlly nntoe,

Necessities and Luxuries,

The trouble with » nny = thot
It would he so much easier to Pruee
tice If we hado't made necessities out
of so wany luxurles,

When It comes to digging in tha
ficlds the Chinese womun is egqual (o
Y .

FORDS START EASY
IN COLD WEATHER

If you use our new 1018 carbureior; 34
miles per gallon gunrgntee; 1-3 mow
power., Use cheapest gasoline or half
kerosene. Quickly starts cold motor,
even nt zerv amd moves right off with
full power. No spltting or popping,
Slow speed on high. Fits exactly, At.
| tach it yourself. 30 off list where un
agents.  Blg profits selling our goods,
| ' We fit all motors, Write for 30 duy
trinl offer nnd money back guuruantes,

| The Air-Friction Carburetor Co.
Dayton, Ohie

Westerm Canada you can buy at from

$15 ummmmmmmzmumu
20 to 45 bushels to the acre of §2 wheat —

easy to
farmers (scores of them from the U.
single crop. Such an opportunity for
is worth investigation.

figure the profits. Many Western Cmtdlnn

S.) hlve paid for their land from a
1009, profit on labor and investment

Canada extends to you a hearty invitation to settie on her

Free Homestead Lands of 160 Acres Each

or secure some of the low priced
Alberta. Think what yon can make
euy to ﬁl: Wonderfu

T‘he climate is healthful and s,
cilities excellent; good schools and

lands in Manlitoba, Saskatchewan or
with wheat at .I:. a bushel and land so

yields also of Oats, Bar
ed (arming and cattle ui.ﬂng.u’ w

eable; railway fa-
convenient.

Write for literature and particulars as to reduced railway
rates to Supt. Immlxrltioo. Ottawa, Canada, or to

00K

A. CO
2012 Main SI.. Kansas Clty, Mo,

Canadian Covernmeunt Agent




