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CHAPTER Xill—Gontinued.
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“Nino.” he enld, tenderly, “is warm-
honrtedd,  And g chance allusion to my
fnanclil position, which 1 thought 1
jowed her, has distressed her unieees-

sy, It will, truly, be out of the
question for e to teavel, as we had
plinned.  The unfortunnte specnia-

Hunx of my friend—"

“Whote natme you withhold,” Rich.
urd interrupted the musicnl velce to
sy, dryly.

“Necause of o
Mashed promptly,
tirning to Harriet,

promise!™  Noval
“Hot" he resumed;
“1 shall be able to
negotinte this Lusiness, ns 1 assure
Mr, Carter, without any nassistunce
from him or his danghter,” his lip
curied scomfully, “and 1 dJdo nor pro-
Iose o give her up for any three
yeprs—ar three yveeks!™

Harrlet could only look at him fx-
edly, with an ashen foce,

“Giod help me,” she bresthed In her
onl, “God help me!™

“Well,? sild Richord with weary
Ipntience, “we dic not eull yon down
to bore yon with this! 1 asked to see
vou, Horrier, becnpse Nr, Blondin hins
ninde thie dtutement 1o me, Just now,
thnt yon were heartlly In accord with
his pluns for Ninn and that you up-
proved of the afaiert™

The prayer in MHarclet’s heart did
not stop moved her wreteheyd
vvirs to Blondin,

“I belleved that you amil she hod
ot seen oneh other since December,”
she reminded him. 1L st no chanee
to advise her sngninst the o stnent !
1 thonght it wos all over!”

Woll ¥ Riehard sald, with a brenth
of relief, He hind been walclilng hor
logely, now he settled buck In his
clinir sand moved his  contemptuous
seruting to Blondin,

"One moment!” Royal Blondin sald,
gently, DBut he was also pole, *Yon
birlieve thot T would make Nhin o good
hushund, don't you?" hie usked Hareiot
direetly nnd qulethy,

She was no! looking ot Wm.  Her
on Welmrd Corter
“1 betleve you would ruln her lfe!™

s sgho

YOS Were

she sald, delilierutely,

“Think you,” Wichnrd sakd, "1 think
thant Is wll, Mr, Blondin, 1 wns aware
tht  you  lmad—wmisundersiood Mrs
Carter when you mode thot  states
ment ™

“Not qulte all™ Blondin
“Your belleve thar Ning w
Hot to warry we? he asked Horriet.

You ! She oleared her thiroat,
“You know that I think so!" she said.

Bomdin lnughed,

“Aund now, Mr. Blo
Kindly Jeave my biouse ™ sald Richard.

The othier wmn was watehing Hare
viet, with n wenace fn hls nisrowed
White lines lind deaw's  them-
abont his tightly clags! Ups.
yet e wns smiling
gnme, truly, but -,lu knew fie would
plny hls last card, jJust the same. The
sunvity, the enlm of yenrs fell from
himy, and his volee deepencd Into o
sort of cold amd quict fury ns he said;

“Ope moment, Mr. Carter, Why
don’l you ask your wife what ninkes
ber think I won't make Ninag a good
hustinnd?  Why don't you ask her If
ehie s been hiding somethiog from
you nll thls thne? Why don't you nsk
hor If she heveelf wasn't madly in love
=—anmd with mw !—=when she was Nioa's
nge, urd whether shie wous warvled In

my studlo, to we, Len years ago— "

persiated,
ol e wiser

o will

oVies

selves

He had shot the phrases at her with !

n distlocvtness almoest violent, Now
his dry wvolee stopped, but his swift,
venomous ook went from the sllent
min at the desk to the silent woman
who stood before hlin, Boefore elther
moved or spoke he spoke nprnin

“Ask ber—-shie'll tell you! Ask liee!™

“Be qulet!™ Richard sabd, *1 don't
belleve one word of It!™  And thew ns
the girl® nelther ralsed her eyes unor
attempted to speak, he asked her, on-
courzgingly amd quickly: “Harelet,
will you tell him that not one word of
thut Is true®”

Hurriet bad rison, and was standing
ot the back of the carved bluck chalr
with borh her hands resting upon It
Ehe lnd looked gquietly at Blopdin,
when he bBegun to speak, and the beau-
tiful white brenst that ber black eve-
ning gown left bare Lud risen once or
twice on o swift lmpulse o Interr-ip |
him, But new she was looking down

ot her laced fingers, with something | toward

despuiring and belpless in the droop
of her bright hend and lowered Inses
¥ e bond lis

frignttul 10 her, thia seccret, Iy

He had fost the | ment ints

troubled musings of the past year,

trusted, he was begiuning to admire

E | her, ahd Hike his wife and his danghs

ter nnd his mother, shoe had fafted him.
“Haerlet?™ he sald In qulck unenst
ness,  She rolsed lier head now, and

looked at him with weary eyoes devold |°

of nny expression e:m bewllderment
and pain,

“Yoa." she sald, mnply- “That Ie
nll—quite true. It sounds==" ghé hes-
itnted, and groped for | words—"lt
sounds — ns  If—" she bhegan and
stopped ngain,  “But it {x all quite
true 1" she finlshed, In the  ronbled

totie of a child who is misunderstiood.,

CHAPTER XIV.

The curinins at the F‘nn‘t windaws
in the library at Crownlunds stirred
In the breexe of the warm summer
night, the pendulum of the big clock
belilnd Iichurd Caiter mmoved ta.and
fro, but for n long time there wes no
other soond In the library., Richard
hod dropped hix eyes, was Iy staring
at the blank sheet of paper before
im, Royal Blondin, who had folded
hig arins, for 0 moment studled Har:
riet between hnif-closed lids, but pres
ently his eyes fell, too, and with a
rather tronbled expresslon he studied
the pattern of the great orlental rug

Harriet stood motlonless, turned to
stone,  If there was anything to be
#snid In her helinlf, she could net shy
it now. For the first time tha full
menasure of her responsibility and the
full mepsure of her decelt smote hoer,
fmnd In utter slckness of spirit she
cotld advance no excuse, It wns not
thut she had falled Blondin, or thst
st hinil feiled Richard, but the extent
of her fullure towanrd herself appalled
her, She was not the goml, brave, eul-
tivitted woman stie had Hked to think
herself; shie wos one more egotist,
with Nion, and Tsabelle, and 1dn, un-
serupulonsly  pluying her own game
for her own omls,

“T'm extromely sorry,” Richnrd sald,
prresently, In o gomewhat lifeless tone.
“I baglne thut if my davghter hasd,
known  this, she might have been
spared some sulfering and some hu-
millintion.  DBut we nesdn't  consider
thut now ™  He war gilent, frowning
faintly,  He put up n fine hand and
wiljusted his eyveglosses with a lttle
fmpationt pascolar twitehing of Lis
whole fuve that Hoarrlet Enew 1o be
churpeteristie of s worrled womds,
“Mr. Blondin,” he sald, wearilys and
velitely, "1 hoave had=a great deal on
my mind. lawly, dml hove perhaps
lieen husty Inomy condenpation of yots
However, this does not parthenlarly
help your eanse with my  daughter.
Therie nre o great mniy nspecis to the
e, s 11 wmust toke Ume to cone
wither thets,  Niva must be my first
votstileration. poor child i Her mother
failed lher—we lLave all folled her!
she hoas g eight 1o Epnow of thils con-
versatlon—"

Hurvigt stiveod, and his eyos moved

o her,  WhHhott o word, mul] with a
| mteleken look In ler beautiful, oshen
fove, sho turmed. and went siowly

When she
horsell a second by
ol ngalnst the
who opened it amd was

renched

ST |

townrd e
i, shee
pressinge  oite line
ditrk wood, thien
Rone,

STy very sorry—"
tatingly, whea the men were alone.

"Mes, Carter,”” Richoarl  saild, get.
ting 1o his feer, and very definitely
dlenting oo eoud 1o the conver sation,
“Oefore she consented to the—arrange.
wliich we entered, of conrse
ieto her confldence In this

Blomtin sald hesl.

took me
matiey 1™

“She—she G Royul stimmered,

“Cortaloly  she @l Richard sald,
bharshiy. And looking at hiin the other
nn saw that hiv fiace looked haggaed
and colorless. “8he did not mentlon
your nawe, 1 presime ot of a sense
f geuerosity to you, 1 could have
wished,™ he pdded, “that you had heen
shimllurly generous, and hod seen I
tu leave her, and Jeave my daughter
alone, T think 1 must nsk you to ex-
cuse e sild Itichard at the door.
Ilis tome wan one of nbsolite suffocn-
thon, I ean =ee no object In your
frankness tonight, unless to distress
and humilinte Mra, Carter, My duuogh-
tor, pid not myself, |s the ome eatithed
to your copfidence, ond you nre well
awure of my feeling where she Is eon
=rted! T would to God" sal) Riche
urd, with bitterness, “that 1 nd pever
soeun your face! Mrs. Carter has been
o useful—and indispensabile '—member
of this family for many years; if there
was in ber pust some unplensant and
painful event, that s her own af.
falr—I"

“Not when she marvies a man who
15 unawnre of 11" Blondin suggested,
in his pleasant. soft tones,

*That s mine !™ Richord sald, stern
I¥. And he opened the library deor.
“Giood evening ! he sald.

“Good evening!" Blondin, with his

times of seeming !
the | stend

Nght, leltering step, crossed the thresh.
obil. wod Iichard closed the door. He
tonk his chalr aguln nnd veacheil
the bell that wonld have
brougit Bottomley to summon Ning
In turn. But halfway to the ball his

resolption wavered, dlsuppeared. In- |
hie rested his elbows oo the | bin family as

it hummm horrible and so | ¢

Lthe dour slanmed.

! s
all &y

. ol!lll'. ~‘

Ble' b : on beantifl,
with her Kalr o the
and her s n lieed

rest hor hnnds on the ¢
Like sam rh nctress of frage
some l wullen peis

¢ :llr figure -
. and the!
FOMNE, 0.

o, had
ihe biue Lwere so I

ened and g . Andd she had been
that hounder’s swife—(n his srms1 Di-
vorced rrier  Field?  Poor givl,
cornered Wy this nscropolons sconn.

drel, this Bislly, with all the wgly past |

dragged . np ilke ¢he muddy bottom of
i civer, M’I’h‘ nnd  clonding  the
cleur waiers, A what 8 look she
lind given him, there under the famp!

“IU's & funny code.” he mnsed. “Bar-
barians, that's whnt we are, when it
comes 1o woilien.  Nioa, Ida, Tsabglle.
Hurtlet—all of them pay for the man-
mude rulel 1 ghouldn't have foreed
her hand In this husiness marridge
It was taking an edvantoge of her, No
wonnn waits te marry for anything
but love, and i <he hind muerled for
iove, alie would. uve mode a clean
hireast of this old afMalr, of course. 1
didn’t exnet thar. We've made a nice
mess of e all around

“I musta’t bt ier work herself into
A Tever over gl this!" he found him-
self thinking.

But Nina mu#t tic 1he first consider-
ntlon.  He must plan for Ning., He
hrought his thoug!i's hick resolutely—
his daughrer must hreak her engage-

g

Fi“
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She wan plmllu with Richard,
she was talking to Nina—she was mnk-
fag little of it—making much of lt—
sha was snying o reluerant “ros—vep—
yesu 1" to thelr qmlml‘ng.

At four o'clock sha dressed hersalf
agnin, hulfanad . with  hendache and
fatlgue, nnd went out Apte & workl
that was Just beginning to. en in-
to falnt shapes nnd eolor.

A steamer moved malesiieally  up
the river, the smoothly widening whke
sptend from shore to ahore; pink Hight
showed ul one cohin window; and Inte
Harriet's ssinher thoughts eame unhid-
den the pletnre of b yawning 'coolk,
stumbling about mnkd his m-hlneko
ened pots ad pang

With the morning, the peaceé of a

ment now, theére was thnt much galned
And for the Jelrney to Rlo—

“But why' d¥in't she tell me!™ he
interrupted  himeclf, suddenly, 'llw-
reference was.no 1o Ninn,  Agaln he
saw the superl wiilte shoulders In the
soft floodd of Inmpllght, nnd the Oash
of the blue eyes that turned toward |
Blotlin, '

“She could bnve killed him ™ Righ: |

ard suld. “M$ G liow she will love |
when she does love ™
- - - . L] - L]

Mednwhile, o Havelet hond eome the
hitterest howr of Lier life.  She had
renched a crossroads, nnd with steady
Ongers and un angulshed heart she
prepared for the only step that to her
whirling  braln  and  shned  soul
soemed possible.  Sho must disnppear,
There wax no wltornative.

She had barmed them ult, they coulil

mnly think of her now as an onscerupu- |

lous tnd mischigvolls womun who had
by chunce outered tlicic lives when |
they were gllin desporate need of wis-
dois und goldanece, who had played
Ier awn conteriptihle game, and odded
one more liort 1o (he hurt repoeation
of the house of Carter. ;

Harriet got out of lier evenlng gown
and e 8 hoose wrapper,  She went
ohott  somewlint  aimlessly, yet the
sulteaves, sprioand open on the bed,
were gradunlly  flled, and ber per-
sounl  possessiong gradunlly  disap.
peared fromw tables and walls, Now
and then she <stopped short, heartsiek
and rrembling . onece her lips quivered
and lee eyes Nlled, bt for the most
prt she did not pause,

Ninn, at aboot eleven, ind come to
the door between thelr rooms, and
apenmd It The gl was andressed,
andl for a few moments she walched

Horrlet  scowlingly, with parrowed
oyes,

“Are you gelng mway?™ she sald,
presently., Harrlet  brought  heavy

eves to meel hers, and stood conglder-
ing a minute, . 8% If bringing her
thoughts back a long distnnes,

“l—going nway? Yesn" she sald,
slowly. *Yex, 1 may."”

Ninn stoo] watehing, which seemed
vaguely to trouble Harriet, who gave
her o restloss zlanee now and then as
she went 1o and fro.  Presently she
spoke to Ninn ngaln.

“Gool-sight, Nina!”

“Good-night ! spoapped Nine, and

Harriet continged to move about for
perhaps half uy hour befare Nion's
ol manner recurred to her, on a wave
of memory, nnd she seemed to hoar
agnin Nipa's ungeacious tone,

“He told hier!™ she sald, suddenly.
“Bhe saw Roynl, apd he told her! Poor
chili}—"

Aud she went teo Nina's room, wilh
a vague Iden that she would sit beside
the weeplug girl for awhile, one heavy
hesrt close to the other, even If no
words econld pnss betwsen them.

But Nina lay sleeping peacefully,
and Harriel, sfief i‘ltﬂirul her for
few minutes, wept back to her own
rogm,  She went te (he open window,
and stood staring sabacatly out at the
dark sumner nl the great branches

wind, and the
still fell from the window.
Bhe could ¢

Richoard saw It

self mus only a

woman with yo

lNgencs pleading

more lng his Life, 4

i hwd thought

| Iiehard, to ik ehildren, 1o Lind; she
|l faeedd them withour fear nm) with-

[ truth 1o iy hitfer drogs,

eonquere) spielt fell upon hier, She
it all te nn emling ot
Tase, Io=eemed to Bererlet thint pever
In her Hee had <he thought so clearly.
'so truly, so brively, Her duly to

out deception, tasting the humifnting
plhining the
few short Interviews that vt pire-
cede her leaving then all foreser,
For Hurrlet weoveged (o (hie for
nace the sakstresn of her owis soul,

“Where
Richard, Sharply, Then, “You Look
L1 R4

Have Yeu Been? Said

She had heen wrong: she had been
wenk ; she had been entitemptilile. but
not s0 wrong or wenk or contemptible
as they would think hee, She would go
on her way now, the braver for the
lesson nnd the shune, And what they
thought of sher must nbver shinke agaln
her own koowledge of her own In-
NOCEHCe,

Go on her way to what? She did not
know, Dut she nelther feared what the
futurs wight hold nor doybted It She
coul! make her vwn way from n new
heginning. “But before I go™ sald
Hurrlet, resolutely, *1 must tell him
that U'm sorry. And I mn.lt usk Ninu
to forgive me,"

She turned, and burled her face In
the thick, soft sleeve of her coat. But
the did not cry long, and wheo Jeu-
sen, (he boatmin, cnme out on the dock
ut seven, the Indy he kuow to be hin
new mistress wos sitting composediy
enough oo her beuch, studying the now
glittering and sparkling river wnu
quiel eyes.

Horrlet sodded to him, and rose
somewhat stiffiy, to go up to (he houss,

straight shafts of the suniight were
makiog It impossible to tace the houss,
In any cnse—and 8o was within three

more llm
Tings of w
nwn lmlr--" il

M with m pus.

yon mhout it sle

vgum come agnln,

“mul, chlldishty,

trying fo sMe. “F've been upy ~walk-
g 1 cou }

The shess that he hind been
abile to forget the whole tangle, nod
sloep m‘l'ldtj" Richard's volee a
lttle compunetion as he sald :

“You don't have to tell me now.

We'll find n way out of It tho) I8 easy
for every ane—"

“No, hut let me talk!™ Hareler, In
her engerness, Inld bec Angers on lLis
wrist, nnd he wns shocked 1o feol that
they were ley eold. *I want to tell
you the whole thing—I want yon to
uniterstand ™ she sald, esgerly. Mich-
nrd Jookied ut ber In gnme anglety ;
there . wns o acting bere,  The rich
hnir was pushed carelesily from the
trotihitedd forehend, She wis hodilled
In the enveloping eont, a dIMerent fig-.
are indeed frone his memory of (he
“itperts amd nngry =ivl of inst night in
the Jitwary Tomplizhe,

“Mr. Onrter, T never kpew iy moth-
er—""slie begnn, Ruot he Interropted
hier,

“My dear,” ho !ll-ﬂ I a tone he
mwlt have Iuﬁl to Ninn. He Tald nis

| W, A :;-! o hers, and patted
i <eaty e yan
foel 1hat youo wonld! ke to 2o to that

mntherly sisier of yours—If vom feel
thar 1t would bhe wiser—=

*Obh, I nm goinz to Lindn ot once \”
Harriet sald, feverishiy. hurt to the
soul, 1 hind planned that! But—hut
won't you let me tell you?™ she plend.
wil. She lind framed Whe sentences a
fmndred thines In the long night § they

1 falled hor utterly now, and she groped

for words, “1 wus only three yenrs
old when my mother Qied.” she sald.
“Of course T don't remistmber  her—1
only remember Lindn. 1 was ghy, my
father was n professar, we were (0o
poor to have very much socinl Wee, 1
Hved In haoks, lved in my father's
shabby lictle study really: T never had
on Intimate girl friend! Linda was
alwiys good—angelically good—talk-
ing of the Armentun sufferers, and of
the outrages In the Congo, and of the
poor in: New York's ower Enst side—
she mever cared that we were poor,
nnd that we hadn't clothes!"

“1 know=1 Eknow!" Richards eyes
were smiling, ns If he koew . the ple-
ture, and liked It

“Well, Lindn mdrried when I was
ten, and Josephine came, and then
Julin came, T still lived for books and
bables.  Buot, uniike Linds, T enred”
Harrlet's whole face glawed; she
lnoked off into space. and her wvaice
lind a longing note. 1 eared for
clothes and good thmes!™ she pald, “I
nilored the children, but 1 dreamed
of  carvinges—mnids—glory—achieve-
ments! 1 knew that other women, d1d
t_-

: (TO BE CONTINUEL,)

Animals Have Sixth Sense.

Animale have a welrd sixth sense
which . human  beings  possess,
Ants, for Musteation, will desert thelr
hilly, tuking thelr bables nnd egew
with them, 24 hours before the ont-
break of a forest fire, while rabbits
will leave burrows ioade In lwlﬂu
Jand long before a flood ocours,
have some welrd premonition whl:l
forees them to seek ligher ground be-
fore the danger is upon them,

Foolioh Striving for Too Much,

It ls well for ane Bot to try to do
toe much each day. Todo what one con
with ense and to let the rest go with-
out qualias or misgivings of any type
will brighten many daye & many livn,-
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