LTHOUGH
80 much vis-
ited and =0
much  writ-
ten about,
there Is very
Hittle accurate popu-
lar understanding of
the history of Inde-

133 years ago

pendence hall where i e
the Declaration of [ el
Independence was !’rr”f ) i m '
slgned July 4, 1776, <h&l . e -

Its construction was
begun In 1732, about
GO0 years after the
first landing of

William Penn at the

site of Philadelphia,
near the house

known as the Blue
Anchor tavern, It is

ascribed sometimes
to the working of
an inscrutable des
tiny that Independ

ence hall should have been made ready for the oc-
cupany of the Provincial assembly and the BOV-
ernor’s council virtually at the exact time when
the colonies of Great Brlein in Amerlca began
to feel their growing strength sufficlently to in-
duce them to insist more than ever before upon
the right to be specially mindful of their own in-
terests. It was only a quarter of a century after
the “old Liberty Bell” was cast by patriotic ar-
tisans in this city that it was used to gather the
people to hear the proclamation, by order of the
continental congress, of the absolute political sep-
aration ot the 13 colonies from tne mother coun-
4ry. The state house sheltered not only the
continental congress during many critical ses-
glons, but also the supreme councll of the feder-
ation of the United States, the constitutional con-
vention of 1787, the supreme court of the United
Btates and the provincial and state legislature
of Pennsylvania in that long period of the con-
ception, birth and infancy of the western repub-
lle. Every man of any distinction whatever in
that great epoch, from Andrew Hamilton and
Benjamin Franklin to Lafayette and Pulaskl,
passed through its portals, It is the silent surviv-
ing witness of a stupendous past, so stupendous
indeed that hardly anything is more wonderful
than the absolute gimplicity of the austere stage
setting of those dramatic actions which indirectly
transformed the whole political world.

Willlam Penn’s councll of state first met in
‘George Guest's unfinished house near the mouth
of Dock creek, afterward called the “Blue Anchor
tavern." Settlers at that time were living in
caves along the west bank of the Delaware riv-
er. It is also supposed to have met In the
Swedes' church at Wicaco, down the river, and
dAn William Penn's house In Laetitia court, the
same which now stands in Falrmount park, until
it removed to the new state house In 1747. The
Provincial assembly probably sat in the first
rough meeting house erected for the worship of
Friends. shortly after Penn's arrival, and then in
the later one on Front street known as the Bank
Meeting house, But it also sat elsewhere, some-
times in houses that were erected for private use,

It was in January, 1720, that the assembly,
awake finally to the need of a sultable provineial
capitol, voted £2,000 ($10,000), toward its cost
and appropriated the same out of an issue of pa-
per money which It had just authorlzed, Willlam
Allen, who was afterward one of Philadelphia‘s
most famous mayors and became a justice of the
supreme court, acted as the agent of the province
fn the purchase of the lots of ground on Chest-
nut street, from Fifth to Sixth, and extending
balf-way back toward Walnut street, which
formed the chosen site. It was not until 1769 that
the remalinder of the square was acquired. Dr.
Kearsley, the architect of Christ church, aspired
also to design the state house, and is sald to have
been disgruntled because he was not permitted to
do s0. Thomas Lawrence, Andrew Hamlilton and
Dr, John Kearsley -omposed the building com-
mittee.

The main structue, minus the great tower,
which bsd not yet been built, was in a rough

. state when, In Ssptember, 1736, Willlam Allen,

the mayor, gave & banquet and frolic in the Long
room in the second story, which was to be the

- scene of so many later revelries and solemnities
as well

Publie contraciors were dilatory in those days
as in these, and it was not until 1745 that the
room of the adgembly In the state house was com-
pleted, It is curious to note that it was heated

‘-u that time by means of two open cuwu,.l- -

li ’.‘1- ~

England by Willlam Penn, was i
hung in a tree near the govern- e “
or's headquarters as early as 1685 : hone
and rung when it was desired to

bring the people together or upon

3

B Years Ago.
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depondence engrossed on parchment,
to one tradition, were signed In the Independence chamber, ona of
which now hangs there, behind the table and chair used by John Han-

Three coples of i, according

5 cock and George Washingion, the former while presiding over the
A continental congress, the latter over the constitutional conventlon.
The original 13 preserved In the state department at Washington and

M ' lately haa shown such Indications of crumbling away that

Presldent

Roosavelt some time ago ordered that it be kept in a looked safe,

Howe,

Many more impressive eventa and ceremonies took place at Inde
pendence hall. The Britieh defiled It with cruelty to Amerlcan pris
oners during the occupation of Philadelphla by the troops of

Gien,

The flngs captured by the Americans and French at Yorke
, town were raceived here by congress.

The second inauguratlon of
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THALL WHEREIN THE DECLARATION
| OF INDEPENDENCE WAS ADOPTED.

E
rJ .
though provided with immense i
chimney-places, and that these 2
stoves cost about £28 provineial &
money. The second room pre- B
pared for regular occupancy was -
the western one on the ground ; L}
floor. The justices of the pro-
vincial supreme court who first
sat there were John Kinsey, o
Thomag Graeme and Willlam TIIL -
A bell, probably brought from i

occaslons of solem- £
nity. It is believed to

have been transferred

to the cupola of the oy
old court house In 5
High (Msarket) street
about 1697, and aft-
erward to have been

Washington as president and that
also of John Adams took place In
what 1s now known as Congress hall,
adjoining the state house to the
west, which wns not bulit until
1787-9. It was here that congress re-
celved the news of the death of
Washington.

Much work of restoration has
made Independence hall what It 18
to-day. In general, this work has
been directed by careful study of the
past. Zealous co-operatfon of or
ganized bodies and individuals has
also brought tegether In the state
house many objects of venerable
value as {llustrative of the early
days of the nation. The stranger
naturally desires a succinet, service-
able statement of the things of pe-
cullar interest that the state house
contains. .

The Declaration chamber, where
the continental congress and the
constitutional convention sat, Is,
with the exception of a new flooring,
- substantially in the same state In

ot

placed temporarily In

which it was ‘hen, The walls are

the tower of the new
state house. In Oec-
tober, 1751, the me-
morable order was
sent to Robert
Charles, the provincial agent in London, for a
bell of 2,000 pounds welght. The superintendents
of the state house, Isaac Norrls, Thomas Leech
and Edward Warner, wrote:

“Let the bell be cast by the best workmen and
examined carefully before it is shipped, with the
following words well-shaped in large letters round
it, viz.:

“'By order of the Assembly of the Provinece of
Pennsylvania, for the State House in the City of
Philadelphia, 1752.

“And underneath,

"‘Proclaim Liberty Through All the Land to
All the Inhabitants Thereof.—Levit., 25:10."

This bell duly arrived before the end of that
year, but in March, 1763, it cracked. It was at first
determined to send it back to England to be re-
cast, but two artlsans, named Pass and Stow, de-
clared that they could recast it, and they did so,
adding some copper alloy to improve the quality
of the metal. The enterprise proved a success,
except that the tone of the bell was not entirely
satisfactory. Pass and Stow were unmerecifully
teased in public on the score of having used too
much alloy. They asked and obtained the privl-
lege of again recasting the bell. The result of
this second attempt of its kind in America was
the historle tocsin which 23 years later was 1it-
erally to “proclaim lberty throughout the land.”
Another bell was also ordered from England by
the assembly, but it did not take the place of the
American bell until the latter was cracked agaln
in 1835, while belng tolled on the occasion of the
death of Chief Justice Marshall.

In 1767 came the agitation over the tax on tea
and other imported commodities, John Dickin-
son's letters of a “Farmer” rubbed this and other
object lessons, stupidly given by the British min.
istry, deep Into men's minds, The act was re-
pealed In 1777, except In so far as it related to
tea,

Whin news of the Lexington-Congord fight in
April, 1776, arrived, the bell In the state house
steeple again called 8,000 people together, and
they unanimously agreed to defend with their
arms, their lives, liberty and property. The cli-
max of the first period of the struggle was fast
spproaching, The second continental congress
met in the state house on May 10, 1776, the Pro-
vincial asgsembly having ylelded to it the cham-
ber that was ever after to be sanctified by Its
labors. Im Jume, 1775, began the debating of the
question of Independence, The preliminary reso-
lution proposed by Richard Henry Lee of Vir-
ginia, declaring that the colonies “are of right
and ought to be free and independent states," was
adopted In committee on the night of June 10,
but it was pot until June 28 that the draft of the
Deaclaration of Independence was submitted to con-
gress, On July 1 congress adopted the resolu
tion, and that day and the three following were
dévoted to discusslon in committee of the whole
of the Declaration Itself. It was passed on the
evenlng of the Fourth.

Not untll August # was the Dedlaratiop of ia
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TATUE OF GEORGE WASmINGTON

hung with portraits of many of the
glgners of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence or of the constitution,
many of them painted by contem-
poraneous artlsts. A : por;.lrait of

regerved here is by Peale, ere are
t‘:: s:;u;f:.o :ug tables used by the presiding officers
of both bodles, Hancock and Washington, and many
of the chairs occupled by the members or dele-
gates, On the president's table Is the silver Ink-
stand used in signing both the Declaration of In:
dependence and the constitution.

In the rear portion of the majn lobby of the state
house is the Liberty bell, useless except as a sacred
memorial of the past. It is suspended upon the
same framework of timbers which formerly held
it in place in the tower, but which now rests onm
the floor. Passing up the grand stalrway, soma of
the most noteworthy portralts in the collection are
found upon its walls. Among them are thosp o
Washington, Lafayette, Willilnm Penn, Louls XVI.
George II1., and Gov. James Hamlilton, the figurer
being of full length and heroic size.

The Long room, or Bangueting hall, in the seo
ond story, contains a sofa, chair and pew-bench
used by George Washington, the last mentioned In
Christ church; West's painting of the treaty-ma-
king scene at the great elm tree, portraits of
Martha Washington, the British sovereigns of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries from and in-
cluding Charles II. to George I1., and many notables,
both eivil and military, of the revolutionary period.

The two other rooms on this floor are similarly
enriched. |

Betsey Ross and the Rejected Flag

We often read and hear the statement: “It Is to
be regretted that many of the fascinating narra-
tives of our colonlal history are born of imagina-
tlon, and among these are favorite stories, such as:

“Captain John Smith's adventure with the Indi-
ans, Putohm's famous ride, Betsey Ross and our
first flag, and Barbara Frletchie at Fredericks-
town."

There is abundance of proof extended to verify
that Betsey Ross lived. and that she was em-
ployed by the continental congress to manufacture
flags, the government archives bear witness.

Betsey Ross' flag was first rejected and some
time later pecepled, s

EBetsey Ross attended Christ chureh, Philadel
phis, and the pew in which she worshiped was
next to the one occupled by Washington, and her
pew Is marked by a brass plate bearing these
worda: “In this pew worshiped Betsey Rose, who
made the first flag.”

Of late years the Journals, magazines, and school
historles our country have called attention to the
origin of our national flag as having been sug:
gested by the famlly of the Washingtons.
This supposition comes from Martin Tupper, an
eminent English poet and lterateur. His first
referénce to our fiag in this connection was made
public in the fall of 1850. The announcement did
not recelve serious consideration until at a public

t given In America, At this dinner, held in
city of Baltimore, the Idea was heralded to the
world that the stars and stripes had their origin in

- -the  heraldic symbals -of the Washington family, |
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Painted, Spangled, Stenciled and Lace Applique Fans to Be Made at Homae.

HE fan is a dainty trifie and
T should be in harmony with the

gown. A fan Is carrled more for

its pleturesque beauty than for
actual use, therefore the materials
should be of the most falrylike deli-
cacy. A fan s always held so near
that exquisiteness of detail In the dec-
oration is essential. In the Inexpen-
#lve boughten fans there is, naturally,
A0 utter lack of this fine attention to
the detail of both design and work-
manship that distinguish the expens
sive fans. The design should delicate-
Iy follow, or be in entire keeping with,
the rounded outline of the fan,

It is possible to have a very cholce
fan for small cost If one does the dec-
oration at home. When buying the
fan, give the whole attention to the
quality of the frame, while the spread
of the fan is of plain white chiffon.
If a cheap lace edges it, this mny be
removed.

Four designs for fans are shown in
the sketch, the modes of decoration
being quite within the power of the
most Inexperienced of craftsmen. The
fan in the upper left-hand corner is of
plain white chiffon, edged with a fine
French lace. The center of the spread
Is hand-painted with dainty little pink
wild roses and delicate green leaves.
There is a quaint oldtime charm
about a painted fan that is altogether
lovely. In this model the roses and
leaves are lightly sprinkled with wee
silver spangles sewn on with a
fine needle and fine thread. The stitch-
€8 on the back of the fan are hardly
perceptible,

The next fan is a dainty affair of
white chiffon, spangled in gold. A row
of the spangles gives a pretty finish
on each edge,

The lower left-hand fan has a sten-
"4l decoration. This {8 something de-

cidedly novel and artistle, and Is tha,
daintiest affalr Imaginable. The fan
is of white chiffon, and the flowers
pale yellow, with dark green centers,
and stems a dellcate green. The
frame of the fan I8 plain white Ivory.

To stencil the fan, make the stencil
first, then mix the color and try on a
slde plece of ¢hiffon. Be sure to put
the white of an egg In the dye so that
the color will not run. Have a sepa
rate bristle brush for each color. Hall
the design Is glven, so the finlshed
stencil will have two groups of flows
ers with the stems In toward each
other,

Lay the fan on a board, with a plecs
of white blotting paper under the fan.
Measure up where each motif will
come. Lay the stencil on the fan and §
fnsten all edges down with pins, The
color should be Hghtly dabbed on, not |
washed on with long strokes. Very$
delicate handling I8 mnecessary., De
not have too much color sn the brush
Wipe It on a bit of old white cotton
cloth before applying to the chiffon. §

The remaining sketech shows a fan
of white chiffon, which was spangled
In silver. Over the spangled fabric
are appliqued five hand-made polnt
lace butterflies. The edges of the fan}
are finished with a point lace brald.
One hall of the pattern for the butter
fly is given. Trace the whole butten
fly on a plece of pink cambric. Make
the lace over the cambric. The braids

that are most effective for the butter§
No. 165, for the outline offj
the wings; No. 145, purling to edge thefl

flys are:

wings, and size 00, crocheted ring for
the upper wings. The body of the
butterfly {8 made of the braid with
plain stitches, The stitches should be$

of the finest texture, using plain crossy

stitches In the upper wings and a loop
of brald In the lower. 'The fan I8
edged with No. 296 braid.
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NEGLIGEES OF WHITE SWISS.
Wash Fabric Deservedly Popular for
Its Many Uses and Good
Appearance,

Even the most fashionable dress-
makers lend their talents to the ma-
king of most attractive negligees of
white swiss, lace and ribbon. This
wash fabric has come into more favor
for the kind of garment one wears in
one's own room or for breakfast and
luncheon with the family alone. The
swiss s fine and has a small dot, and
the negligee 18 usually made in two
pleces, put together on one belt,
which is covered by a broad sash of
colored satin.

This is often high-waisted at back
and is finished at the left with a
large rosette and two long ends.

The neck {8 open, In V-shape, and
finished with deep lace ruffies and a
bow of satin at the back.

The tight elbow sleeves are finished
with deep lace rufles and a bow of
satin at the back.

Such negligees are cooler and fresh-
er than those of sllk or other mate-
rials that do not wash.

SUGGESTION FOR HAT.

" High-crowned hat of old rose chip,
wed with black chip, Immenss chou
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PARASOL AND SCARF MATCH.

New Feature Which Fashion Insist
Must Be Made Part of
the Costume,

A touch of bright color will be add
ed to the costume this coming season
In parasol and long, filmy scarf, which
is worn about the shoulders,

It I8 quite cssential that the pars
sol should match some part of the
costume, either frock, hat or pumps
and stockings.

The many-ribbed Japanese parasol
will be popular this summer. The
are of sllk with qualnt little Japan
ese characters embroidered or hand
painted on. Those made of Persian
sllk handkerchiefs are most attrac

rd

tive and match up well with the Pair '™

ley scarfa.

A Clo Clo Ban sunshade of white sl
was lined with pale lavender and em
broldered with Japanese irls in lav:
ender and tall splke leaves |
vivid green. With It was worn
scarf of lavender and white striped
chiffon, with embroldered violets secat
tered over the entire surface. Th
scarf was finished at the ends wi
long white sllk knotted fringe.

——
To Clean Tan Leather Shoes.

A raw white potato cut in haly
and peeled Is excellent for this pu
pose, Rub the potato, which must b
freshly cut, well into the leather, lea
ing no part untouched. Let this d
on, then polish with a rag with a ligh
quick motion. A lttle turpeutine of:
a flannel rag is also a good clean
for tan leather, while several drops
lemon or orange jules glve a brillian
pollsh to any leather. Ollve oll, wi
a brisk after-polish, is used op pat
leather,

To Lower Cellings.
You ean make your room appe
lower cellinged by letting the pa

of the celling run down the side of th]

wall In a deep frieze finished by
pleture mold. Use plain paper on
celling and figured or striped on th

walls, h {

The {llusion may bhe furthered
you wish by adding a plate rall at ey
level and standing numbers of sm
fiamed pletures and bits of :
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