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THE SWAMP ANGEL.

How It Was Put Into Position Be
fore Charleston Its Opening

Salute.

Brooklyn Unioa.

"Did you boys ever hear the story
of how the Swamp-ange- l was put into
position before Uharleston ? asked
veteran of the engineers.

"I've read about it several times,"
said one of the group.

"Well, I never read an account of
it vet that wasn't crooked" returned
the engineer. "I was there myself
and know the whole inside of the
bnsiness, and I'll tell you just how it
was. Gen. Gilmore was in command
of the engineers at the siege of
Charleston. One day in the mid-

summer of 1863 he sent Capt. Michel,
now general at West Point, to see
whether there was any point on the
coast where guns could be placed to
attack Charleston. Michel reported
that the coast was all swamp for
three or four miles inland nothing
but mud, water and slush forty or
fifty feet deep. He had gone half a
mile or so in a boat, making very
poor progress through the bulrushes,
and the stench from the carcasses of
animals thrown into the swamp made
him sick. Gilmore was in a bush hut
eating supper with Col. (now General)
Terrell when he got Michel's report.
He turned to Terrell and asked him
whether he thought it possible to get
guns posted in the swamp. Terrell
said he thought nothing was im-- i
possible ; he called Lieut. Harrold and
sent him to reconnoiter. Harrold was
gone half the night and came back
very much bedraggled and tired. He
said it was impossible to get the guns
through, and impossible to mount
tnem even it tuey could be got
through. Using his utmost efforts he
had only been able to get between
two and three miles into the swamp.
Terrell said it had got to be done.
Harrold asked how he was going to do
it, and said it would require men with
legs forty feet long to get through
that swamp. Well, the project of
posting guns in the swamp got abroad
in the camp, and the soldiers made
great fun about it. They said that
Doctors Dalrymple and Show, two of
the medical officers on General
Gilmore'a staff, were appointed
to splice the legs of our men to
get them to the required length.
Next morning Col. Terrell took
Lieut. Edwards with him and started
to look at the swamp for himself
They got as long a plank as there was
in the camp and waded into the
swamp, each holding one end of the
plank. I he day was fearfully hot,
the work was terrible getting through
the rushes and water plants and thick,
slimy slush, and the smell of the
swamp was sickening, but they per
severd, working slowly out till they
came to a creek. Mere they were
stopped for a time, as it had a con
siderable current and was deep, but
after a while they got the plank fit
ted so that one held it while the other
crawled over and held it still in his
turn. Then, with infinite labor, they
went on a miJeiu-the- r towards (Jnarles-ton- .

Finally they got to the water's
edge, four auJ a half miles from
Charleston. Here the ground was
more solid. There were oysters shells
and winkles and spiral aureoles.
They took a bearing to the steeple of
St. Michael's Church in Charleston
and another bearing to Fort Moultrie
and another to Fort Johnson, and
so located their own position in the
swamp. Then they worked down
the edge of the open water to Block
Island, and so returned, terribly play-
ed out an dirty but full of hope.
Col. Terrell told Gen. Gilmore that
be thought it possible to get guns into
such position in the swamp that they
might bombard Charleston, and that
night submitted a plan for establish-
ing the wished-fo- r battery. In this
plan he estimated that it would re
quire 9,000 day's work to put ju3t
one gun into position (we reckoned by
the day's work of one man then
9,000 day's work of one man, or one
day's work of 9,000 men). This gun
was to be of extraodinary power, and
"was to rest on a platform composed
of three thicknesses of tS-in-

ch yellow
pine plank, two of the layers of plank
crossing while the other traversed
them diagonally; all were to be
strongly spiked together, and under-
neath them were loads of brush and
sand bags. Sheet piling consisting
of heavy planks with sharp points
driven twenty feet into the mud so
that the top came flush with the plat-
form that was to surround it ; thia
again was to be strongly spiked, and
that completed the inner platform.
All around this immense quantities of
brush were to be thrown into the
swamp and on top of this brusb a
grillage of logs, strongly fastened to-

gether but totally distinct from the in-
ner platform, was to surround it. On the
top of this grillage of logs sand bag3
were piled till they sank it consider-
ably, in spite of the brush. As it
sank it was to force up the platform
in the center. Well, the plan was
submitted and approved, and men

THE SEDALIA WEEKLY BAZOO. TUESDAY, JULY 1, 1884.
were detailed right away to put it in-

to execution. Meanwhile everybody
was laughing at the engineers, and the
Charleston papers got wind of the pro
ject and made great sport of it. One
ot the comic papers had a very tunny
cartooon about an old negro carrying
the swamp angels compliments to
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gard said was impossible bom-
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the swamp angel's

lute, Beauregard sent steamship with
flag truce His communi-

cation argued that was wrong,
fair and altogether against
precedent attack him rear of his
works. Gilmore replied that was
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Didn't Want Die There.
One day during the noted Ken

tucky campaign, and while the
army was

Allen county, General Breckenridge,
approaching General Hindman, said

"We are short distance now
from Bear Waller and are not yery
far from

The solemnity of his manner at-
tracted serious attention,
and, regarding Breckenridge with
long look of inquiry, he

"But, why does our near-
ness places concern you

"Well, you see," Breckenridge re-

plied, "I fear will be my fate be
killed in action
Bear Waller. Bear he re-

peated. "The of being
killed place bearing such name
makes me

SIOUX

Bear's Death
Crow King".
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Mental Observation.
Arkansaw Traveler.
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"Your explanation bristles with
reason," said the justice.

more natural than for a man J
mistake a pistol for a pipe, in that
both are hre-arm-s.

The that he de
tected the low swelling note3 of
sarcasm, but, being
he the judge with the bene
fit of the doubt and continued :

"I did not discover the mistake
until after I came down Then,
wanting to smoke, I took out the
pistol. A who happened
to be standing near, came forward
and arrested me."

"Your line of reasoning is well kept
up, saia tne juage, out mere a are lew
features this case which are not en
tirely divested of mystery. The officer
says that when he sawjou m a saloon,
you kad dran the pistol and was

to maul a man pver the
head with it. You still it
was a pipe, I suppose ?

"Yes, your honor. You see, I
have a very large pipe, and often I
have used it as a weapon of defense.
I would rather strike a man with a
pipe"

"A good strong one, the
justice.

"Yes, sir. I would rather strike a
man with a good strong pipe, than to
strike him with a hammer.

"No doubt, replied the justice, but
there times Vhen the hammer is
handier. Mr. take the

So Will Find. ger.tienwn over and show him nam- -
"Bemon's Cancine Porous Plasters are in meT that ilKe a pipe. Uon't

the highest dpgr-- e reliable," says Dr. Ka- - Strike the rocks too hard ; you might
kofi, of New York. 25c. j break 'em".
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Unequaled Fast Time
VIA THE

OHIO & MISSISSIPPI R'Y
From St. Louis to All Points East.
The O. & M. R'y Is now running Palace Sleep-ing Cars Without Change

from St, Louis in

10 Hours to Louisville.
10 Hours to Cincinnati.

30 Hours to Washington.
31 Hours to Baltimore.

38 Hours to New York.

2 Hours the quickest to Louisvilleand Cincinnati.
7 hours the quickest to Washington.
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sleeping Coaches.
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cars from St. Louis to Cincinnati without paying
extra fare in addition to money paid for ticket.

For Tickets, Rates, or any particular informa-
tion, call on Ticket Auents of connecting lines,
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In St. Louis at 101 fc 103 N. Fourth St.
W. W. PEA BODY, W. B. SHATTUC.

Pres't and Gen'l Mangager. Gen'l Pass'r Agt.
Cincinnati, O.

G. I. BACON,Gen'l West'n Pass. Agt,
S t. Louis. 5Io
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