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A GOUD HUSBAND IN RHYME

A story I wounld like 10 tell
Of = husband tried and true,
Whose love makes all my sunshine
When lowering clouds are biue.

Whose strong arm stealing round me
Will banish ever dread.

Whose tender love my soul sustained
When kneeling by our dead. .

His purse, I've never asked it
My wants are usll supplied,
AnRd even foolish fancies
My love has pot denied

Oft, when I've tried his patienoce,
£nd heedless words would flow,

My husband, never chiding,
Would take his hat and go.

When wrinkles gather on my brow,
My cares he to dismiss,

Will take my face between his hands
And smooth it with a kiss.

©Our sons, to sturdy msnhood grown,
Are worthy of their race,

And I love to trace in eye and brow
Their father's precious face.

‘When my sun forever sinks to rest,
And I .m freed from every care,
Heaven will not be Heaven to me
Till I meet my husband there.
—>5t. Louis Post-DispateR,

CONFUSION OF TITLES.

In Love With a Professional but
Not a Prize-Fighter.

“And so Fields had a wife and six
children!” Mr. Scott smiled gently to
himself as he thought of it. **And not
only a wife and six children, but he
had been married twice —he had had
two wives.” There was nothing absurd
or remarkable about these facts, ex-
cept as Mr. Scott chose to make them
#0. He had known Thomas Fields for
1en or fifteen years on Wall Street, and
he had always fancied him an old
bachelor, while in truth he was mourn-
ing one wife and courting another.

“] wonder if he made love!"” said
Mr. Scott to himself, and again he

gmiled. Then he wondered if the six |

boys looked like their father. And
there was no reason why they should
not have been willing to look like him,
for he was by no means ill-favored,
although he was tall and spare, and
had the anxious, worried look of a man
whose anxieties and responsibilities
outrun his resources. But as far as
money goes this was not true of AMr.
Fields, who was a very rich man
indeed.

Perhaps it pleased Mr. Scott to be
facetious, and to take a lively and
- contrary view of life. It was late
afternoon and near traim time, and all
the young people and wivas whose

husbands went to the city every day
had gone to the station, so that the
two men were almoss alone under the
tree on the lawn where they had placed
their chairs. They were smokiag, and
Mr. Scott was toying with a tennis
racquet left in his care.

After & while Mr. Scott spoke, not
the substance but the shadow of his
thoughts: *“Your boys ought to be a
great comfort to you, Fields. Six sons:
They ought %0 carry on your business
and perpetuate your name.”

“They will not carry on my business
—not oneof them. When Dick made up
his mind that he wanted to go to West
Point, and Bob determined to study
medicins, I didn't care, becaass thore
were the four left; but Logan has tal-
en to farming, Fred has gone into law,
and Harry has a perfect craze about
becoming a minister; so you see the

business will go into other hands. It
ie not right—not at all right.™
*‘But there are six of themn? How

about the sixth?”

“Phil? He is the greatest disap-
pointment of all. The brightest boy
I have, Mr. Scott.”

“Well?”

*Phil has very reprehensible ideas.
He writes verses, and will not go into
business nor into a profession. He
saye he can live on his allowance. And
he does; I'll say that for him —and on
his salary.”

“His saiary?
business?”

“Just now he is. In a brewery. He
is a clerk in a brewery, and gets six
hundred and fifty dollars. That is like
Phil. Obstinate —a perfect pig-headed
fellow for obstinacy.™

*“*But I don’t understand,” said Mr.
Scott. **Don’t you want him to be in
a brewery, or does he do it to spite
you?"

“Not to spite me, but he is very ir-
ritating. I have talked to him a good
deal, and I have said some plain truths
to him. Omne day he told me that he
would prove that he was not lazy, and
that he could earn his living at a tread-
mill if he chose, and so0 he found this
situation and took it. He says he
means to stay a year.”

““Why, I like that,” cried Mr. Scott.
“The boy has grit.”

“I dom't like grit,"”
Fields,
teeth.”

“Well,” said Mr. Scott, “‘I've often
wished we had a son, but six of them
ean make life lively. My daughter is
as good a girl as any one need desire,
but she has her vagaries.”

“Your daughter is a very nice girl,”
Mr. Fields warmly responded, “‘and a
very pretty one, t00. I have noticed
her a good deal. If I had a daughter
I should be perfectly satisfied to have
her exactly like your Regina.”

“She is a very good girl,” repeated
i1z father, with modest pride, **but it
ir a great responsibility to have a mar-

Why, then, heisin

replied Mr.
‘““when it gets between my

Mugoabio daugoler.
| Mr. Fields grimly smiled. “She
' seems to have her choice. All the
| young men here have eyes for her
ouly.”
l “It is the poor quality of the young
, men, Mr. Fields—the men of to-day.
| Why, there is not & man at Oak Hill
ito whom I would give Regina. No,
por in New York, as far as I know. It
fs & serious matter, and ons to be
looked at from every point of view,
this choosing of a husband for a girl
She gives up every thing when she
marries—name, home, every thing into
which she has grown. To choose for
& girl means to blindly take for her
either misery or happiness.”

“You are fortunate if you are al-
lowed to choose,” Mr. Fields dryly an-
swored. *“Lozan married well, and
Bob is engaged to a very nice girl, one
of the Hookers—Hooker, Hood & Co.;
but here comes another of Phil's per-

l

versities. He wants to marry a pro-
fessional.”

“A professional? Is the lady on the
stage?”

“Worse than that—she—she is an
athlete, a-sort of female prize fighter.”

“Why, that is horritle! I'd send
him away. [ never heard of such a
thing! I suppose she is pretty?”

“] do not know. | have never
spoken to him on the subject. He told
Mrs. Fields, bis step-mother. 1 told
her to say to him from me that I would
never hear a word about her. In such
matters it is wise to be decided, and he
had best understand that we—that [—
will never countenance nor condone
such a match. If he marries her he
will have to keep to the brewery.”

*You are quite right,” firmly replied
Mr. Scott. **A prize-fighter! I never
heard of ruch a thing."

*“Our sons marry with too much free-
dom;" and here Mr. Fields took breath
and lichted his cigar. “It is a matter
of wide importance who it is a man mar-
ries, because hLis old family is in-
volved. When a man brings a woman
into a family, gives her his name—the
family neme—and she becomes the
mother of the new generation, the fam-
ily shonld have a voice in the matter.
Not every woman, not every other
family, should be admitted. Marriage
is more than a merely personal matter.

“It does not matter o much to the |
man, but the woman—thera’s the puz-
zle! But Regina and | agree about ev-
ery thing except that she wants to
marry a business man, zad I am sick
of business men.

| see how you

T

I —& man with landed proporty and hu- !

is the one for his daugrhter, and sul

buehand for her.™

boys there, then;
what a fool a young man can be!
Phil is a fastidious fellow, quiet and
well-behaved—not at all the kind of
boy you would expact to like loud, un-
feminine women.”

““She must be preiiy,™ repliod his
friend, summing up the matter.

That night Phiiip Fields was the
subjectof two midnight conversations.
His father and his step-mother talked
him over, and they docided to ask him

to come and spend a fow days at Oak
Hill.

“A  counter-irritant,™ said Mrs.
Fields, who consorted much with doc-
tors, *“is someilmes the best, the only,
remedy incases of this character.™

Mr. Scott told his wifa and daughter
the story of Mr. Fields and his six
sons, and he made it so absurd that
Mrs. Scolt was animated by a most
lively curiosity to see them all. But

but you won't. Oh, !

She said the Fields boys were all stu-
pid. She had met two of them, the
divinity student and Phil. Still she
lingered in her mother's room and
talked about them until it was after
one o'clock, and the next morning,
 when Mr. Fields managed to secure
her for a few minutes, she listened
with much politeness to all he said of
his son, assuring him of her sympathy
with him in the trials he confided to
her.

“She is a flirt,” said Mrs. Fields; but
Mr. Fieldsdid not agree with his wife.
He pronounced Regina quick and kind
hearted. That she was so pretty was
a factor apart from her mental and
spiritual character.

And so it came to pass that Mr.
Philip Fields came to Qak Hill, and
met the household delegation at the
station, and found his own committee,
in the shape of his father and step-
mother, waiting for him. And he was
not stupid in his appearance. He was
a very good-looking young man, tall,
like his father, but better built and
muscular. He was also a very easy
person to become acquainted with, and
he at once proved a most desirable ac-
quisition te the young ladies, because
he proved to be so good a tennis-player
that he was able to enter against Miss
Beott, and thus the games became
more equal and spirited. Before he
came she had had it all her owy way,
and consequenMy the games were
growing dull for her as for the others.

“You play better than you did last
summer,” she said to him one morn-

creek.

“I meant to,” he replied; “*and when
I have not been hre“ ing or keeping
brewers’ books, [ have studied tennis.

| man respounsibilities; a mun of affairs, !
But Ragina says that her father's trade wonpder.™

ing, as they sat alone down by the

And |

It nas Kept up my nerve.”
“And how about your poetry?” said
the young woman.

“Who told you I wrote poetry?
asked he.
“Oh, T know. [ know a good deal .

about you, Mr. Philip Fields; and, if
you please, I should like to have my

| racquet when you go back to town;

the one you took last year, sir.

“It is broken,” he said. *You knew
you could never use it again.”
“I want to have it mended.
the best I ever had. 1 played the

Richhaven game with that one.”

“I know that,” said Phil.

“Then you will send it to me?”

“No, I will not. You gave it to
@e.”

“Bat I want it. | really do.”

“Young ladies should not be Indian
givers.”

“Young ladies may be what they
please.™

“No, they may not.”

“You think they may.”

“Indeed I don™.”

“Now come,” said she: I do not
know any one who allows women the
latitude you do.”

At this Phil flushed up. *I do not
can say such a thing.
You know I dislike women who step
out of what | consider is womanly.”

“That is the very point.,” urged
Regina, who seemed more in earnest
than was necessary. **Your definition
of ‘womanly’ is so wide, it takes in so
much!”

I beg your pardon.”™

“Oh, but it does!”

“] do not see why vou say so, Miss
Fields.”

Regina bit her lip.
Say NO more.

Have | ever given you reason to be
80 unjust to me?” he persisted.

“Oh no.”

“Then why do you say such things
to me?”

*Oh, because.” said Regina.

*You are unkind;” and Phil looked
as though he really thought she was;
“you make cruel, unauthorized charges
against me, and refuse to explain
them.™

“Indeed I do not,” retorted she. ‘]
have very good authority for my
| opinions, and your taste in young
ladies is very pt.('u!:ar It may be ex-
| cellent, but it is peculiar.”

“Jt is very modest in you to say so.”

“You like professional women.”

“] would I am sure: but Idon’t know

she meant to

I shouid like her to ' one; not even a woman doctor.™
marry such a man as an knglish coun- !
try gentleman, if we had such a class ' are lovely. Neobody would wonder il

**Oh, a woman doctor! Some of them

you liked them.™
“Pray tell me at what any one may

“Well," said Regina bodly, “a,

am to go to Wall street and look for a  young man who likes women prize-

| fighters must be considered as having

“I wish you would find one of my ' odd tastes.”

“Women prize-fighters®™
qu."
“What on earth are you

- aboutM”

S0 then Regima was eommitted, and
she told him all his father had said,
and gave him a sharp little lecture, in

' which justice was very little tempered

Regina didn’t think the story funny. ,

with mercy. on his duty to his parent.
She professed a good deal of regard
and sympathy for Mr. Fields, and in-
deed it was plessamt Lo see thie pretty
girl taking the side of the father, and
preaching the fifth commandment.
To all this the young man listened in
silence. He was hard to impress, it
seemed, for he made no reply, and then
suddenly he asked:

“*Who said all this?"

“Your father.”

“*But who tuld him?"

“Your mother —Mrs. Fields.™

““And who told her?”

‘You told her yourself, and you told
her more than | have spoken of.™

“Nousense!”

“But you did. You toid her you

were engaged 1o marry this person. |
insist on having my racquet, Mr.
Fields.™

“And this person is -is—a--prize-
fighter?”

*So you said.”

“Oh Lord™ eried Phil. and he lay

back on the grass and laughed until
Regina was so offended she arose and
walked back to the house.

After that she saw of Phil
until after supper, when he came to
her as she finished a most stupid game
of tennis, there being no one engaged
in it who could contest it with her.

“Miss Scott,” said he, “*Mrs. Fields
would be glad if you could come to her
one moment.

Regina hesitated, and then said that
she would come presently with pleas-

no more

ure. Would he be kind enough to say
so?

“I think she wished me to bring
you,” replied Phil, boldly; and so, not

wishing to expose their quarrel to the
publie, she was constrained to go with
him, but she did not speak to him, and
indeed he did not ask her to do so. He
was perfectly silent, and seemed
bumbled and quieted enough.

Mrs. Fields was not in the house,
but ever by the well—a forlorn and
weed-grown place, where only the
servants went. She was sitting on
the stump of a tree. She turned when
she heard footsteps. *“I have waited
ages for you, Phil,” she said.

“Miss Scott was engaged,” replied
Phil, “and | waited for her. You
must pardon me,” said he, turning to
Regina, *““for my mother did not send

me for you, hut | wanted to ask her a

It was !

talking |

| Ques'ion before you, and I had no al- |

| ternative. You would not have come
| bad / asked it."

| *Certainly not;” and Regina turned

‘to go. Phil laid his hand gently on
' her arm.

{ **Surely,” he said, “‘you will not be
iunl’au' to me?” And then, all in a
breath, he turned to his step-mother.

*Do you remember," he said, ““when
' you once asked me about a glove you
found in my room? You teased me."

Mrs. Fields laughed. ‘‘Certainly.
‘Do you want me to tell what you
said ™

| do.™

“It wouldn't be polite, Phil.™
| “Indeed you are mistaken. It would
| be very polite—and true.”

“You said it belonged to the pret-
tiest girl in America.™

*“] can not see,” said Regina,
this interests me.”

Phil made no answer to her.

““Then you asked me who she was."”

“Yes, and you said she was some
sort of a professional character.”

*“A prize-fighter?" said Phil

“Mercy: vo. Your father calls her
that. because he is so indignant ~ith
you: but you never said so. [ under-
stood you perfectly. Some kind of
athlicte: not a teacher of ealisthenices,
but something like it.”

Again did this young man burst inte
langhter: but he controlled himself,
and it would not
bave irritated Regina much farther.

I

“how

“*Oh, mother,” he said, ‘now that
Mrs. Partington is dead, why do you

want to play her Elisha? Did 1 say
calisthenics and professional?”

**I do not care what you said,”
Regina: and again she turned,
time ran away, leaving poor Phil look-
ing like the stupid she had called him.

Now Mr. Fields always said when
be was congratulated on his danghter-
o-luw that he made the match.
certzinly never made the explanation,
and convinced Regina that Phil had
said the glove belonged to *“‘a cham-
pion.” and he never showed the glove
to Regina and made her confess that it
¢ was hers, and she had missed it. It
was very true thut the old gentleman
knew that Regina pluyed mateh games
of tennis, and had carried off the title
and bonors of a “‘champion,” but he
never confounded kAer with a “*prize-
fighter.” He always held to a vague
belief in the existence of a reprehensi-
ble yourng woman from whom Regina
had won Phil, and that he had induced
her to do so, and when Phil called her,
by way of a pet name, a syponym, he
asked for no explanation of the joke,
if joke he counsidered it. 1t was Phil
only who could have told what an up-
] hill task he had in convincing Regina
that if he loved now, s0 had he loved
her always. How many times before
the summer was over did he hold his
breath thinking of his step-mother’s
imagination and his father's eredulity.
To have said he was engaged to her
wag ever Regina's grievance, and it
was difficult to persuade her that what
was once a fiction of others should be
a fact of their own. And indeed he
| made little headway until he found out
| that she liked men in business after
she found he was in a brewery, and
that Wall strect was not enticing to
| her.

But of course it all came right at
last. and every one wae satisfied. And
when Phil went into polities, and made
# short brillinnt campaign, both the
fathers were delighted, and Regina in
Washington was more charming than
ever to them.

And so Mr. Fields' pride and com-
placency over his feat always remind
me of Jack Horner. It is all very well
to be proud of your plum, but where
should one look for plums if notina

! Curistmas pie? — Harper's Bezur
— &

' A Few Fashion Notes.

For hall-mourning brooches are
| pansies of lusterless black enamel with
a dinmond center.
| Linked sleeve-buttons are seen re-
sembling coupled coflee beans. One
will be silver, the other a copper tint,
ia third gold fourth oxidized
silver.

Ivory salad spoons and
elaborately carved
dark.

The edelweiss, with its thick furry
petais and centers of pearls is the
latest flower brooch.

Earrings in form of stirrups, one
side set with dinmonds, the other with
sapphires, are a novelty.

For table ware the prettiest articles
aresilver and cut glass in combination.

Nurses' aprons of white lawn have
two broad widths that almost meet be-
hind, and are trimmed with rows of
insertion and tucks above a hem. The
cap of white muslin has an Alsacian
bow of embroidery, or else loops of
colored ribbon are around the crown.
Those worn by foster-mother or wet-
nurse have ribbon gnds that hang be-
hind almost to the edge of her dress
skirts,

A ball of cut steel mounted on a stem
of black enamel is afavorite hat-pin.—
N. V. World i

—Things one would rather have left
unsaid: Mrs. Jones—Don’t trouble
to see me to the door, Mrs. Smith™
Mrs. Smith——*No trouble; gquite a
pleasure, I assure you."—DBosion Jour-

nal.
——— i @ l-_l-—-——-—.—-'*- .
—The negroes of Georgia are said to

own more than ‘welve willion dollars
' worth of property.
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[F& AND GRIME 0: BILL FOX'

The life and murderous crime of BILL FOX,
one of the most noted criminals ever 1n the
west, executed at Nevada, Mo., December 28,
1883, has been publishd in mphlet form, il-
lustrated. The book gives the full details of
the trial of Fox for the murder of T. W. Howardj
May 20, 1883, and the confession of his mur-
der, lmphcatm thewoman, Mrs, Rose.

Price. 10c¢c. Address,
J. WEST GOODWIN,
Sedalia,

Mo




