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You have beard ever eioce
time immemorial that the ghosts
of the murdered have come
back to haunt the murderers
Sometimes in the stillness of
the night, sometimes in a crowd,
sometimes in lonely spots, al-

most anywhere, but always they
come. It is the hand of fate,
surely, relentlessly, as certain as
death!

For twenty-thre- e years Robert
Hicks carried a secret in his breast,
the secret that with his own'haods
and a short piece of heavy twine he
strangled to death his daughter.
Luellen, 19 years old. And never
once, in all that twenty three years,
did the ghost of his murdered
daughter return to haunt him, to
follow him, to keep him awake.

It was on a lonesome part of the
Hicks farm in Hickory County,
Missouri, the afternoon of Decern-be- r

7, 1896, that the daughter, in a
fit' of rage, threatened to shoot him.
He had told her mother the young
woman had spent an afternoon
buggy riding with the hotel keeper
of Urbaua. and the mother chas-

tised the daughter as a result.
Hicks, old and feeble, his body

wasted by age, his shoulders bent
by toil, recounted his story as he
sat in a car on the Frisco train with
J. P. McCaslin, sheriff of Hickory
County, who was taking Hicks from
Chehalis. Wosh., to Hickory County
for trial. Hicks is 75 years old.

"I was afraid she would do as
she threatened," he said, speaking
calmly in a low voice. "I was mad
I seized her by the throat with my

finger and squeezed. She didn't
call out. She didn't fight. He
eyes rolled up and looked at me
just like the eyes of a dog when you
lick him. Then I took a piece of
heavy grass twine from my pocket

-- I had been using it to tie gunny
sacks wrapped it about her throat,
pulled it tight, and she dropped
on the ground, dead. :I left ber
there.

A brother, going to look at traps,
found the body of his sister where
Hicks bad left it. , The authorities
were notified, of course, the girl
buried in the little cemetery adjac
ent to the chapel, the neighbors
talked, but soon it all was forgotten.
Hicks was suspected, but never ar
rested.

Hicks sold his place and moved
to Washington to farm, leaving the
grave of his daughter and an infant
son in Hickory County.

"Did your conscience ever bother
you, did you ever see the face of
your daughter in your dreams, did
you never awake during the night
and live over the scene when your
fingers were sinking into the soft
flesh of your daughter's neck?"
Hicks was asked.

'Me? No." he answered. "I ain't
never seen her since the day of the
funeral. She was just dead, that's
all. You see. I ain't never had no
book learning, and things like that
never bothered me. I was bound
out when my folks died and I was
2 2 years old, and had to work all
the time, that was down in Taney
County on the White River, and I
didn't never have no chance. So
things like that didn't bother ere "

''But didn't you ever desire to tell
anyone that you murdered your
own daughter?" be was asked.

"No I never wanted to tell any-

body.'' he said, speaking in the same
'low voice. "I didn't miss her no
more'n if she'd a just died. Of
course her ma missed her some for

a while, but she didn't know I did
it. and I never felt called on to tell
ber

"I raised seven other children
four boys and the re9t girls, and
that kept me pretty busy working
on the farm all the time, and my

health being not so good. That

didn't bother me nearly so much as
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my other troubles. You see, I sold
my property and give it to my son-i-

law, and he promised, to keep me
and ma the rest of our lives. It

was all done in writio,' and then he
wanted to get rid of me. That's
what bothered me.

"Neither me nor ma ain't got
long to live, you know Ma has
fits, and I'm sick in my stomach
and chest and bead, and the doc
tors told us a long time ago we
might go any day. So I fixed up
the property so we could die in
peace and then got beat out of it.

"My son-in-la- w said I owed some
money in Missouri, and wrote the
banker at Urbana and had the po
lice come after me, just to get rid
of me. But me, I don't owe no-

body. He just wanted so get rid
of me after be got the $1,200"

''How did you happen to confess
it this late in life, when you knew
you probably would die and no one
could! find it out?" be was asked.

Hicks
'
is slightly deaf nnd the

questions were asked in a loud
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voice, attracting the passengers in
the chair car. They craned their
necks, looking with surprise at the
little old man who so calmly was
telling about murdering bis daugh-
ter.

' They can't do much to me now,"
he "said 'I'm likely to die any
time. I just thought as they was
taking me back to Missouri I'd tell
'em about it. Nothin' told me to.
I just thought I might as well give
'em a real reason to take me
back"

"Don't you know they may hang
you or send you to the penitentiary
for life for killing your girl?" he
asked.

"Yes. they might, but I'll die
pretty soon anyway," he answered.
'Of course, if I bad my say, I'd
rather go to the old folks' home
and die, but I guess they won't
let me." ;

'Atid rre looked out the window as
the train began to move. His eyes
were ope;), but he didn't appear to
see toe. passing cars as the train
rolle.j tlowly out of the station.
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OU'LL find more people this
fall wanting to buy good clothes
than there are clothes or good

woolens to make them. Our advice
is to stick to the' reliable make that
you know, or you'll find that you
have paid full price for less than the
full standard of good service and
good quality. The clothes for Fall
that we have assembled for your
inspection, many of which are from
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are guaranteed to be only from reli-
able manufacturers, giving you only
new 'styles, all wool fabrics and ex-

pert tailoring. . .. S;'

Suits and Overcoats
Priced from

$30 to $60

HAQAN
Monroe City, Missouri

We are surprised that the S. S.
(style speeders) in Milan are not
wearing the latest fad "plucked
eyebrows" All you have to do is
to have each hair in your eyebrow
plucked out by the root by the elec-

tric needle and then you look like a
Chinaman, then when the style
has vanished and eye-

brows like God gave you come back
in style yours will' come in course
and thick and shaggy, and all the
coaxing in the world won't make
them stay put Hurry up, girls,
and have yours "plucked." .This
generation of young women have
'plucked all of their clothes off for
street attire so why not the eye
brow? Milan Standard

It is said that the volunteer po-

lice force, which has taken the
place of the Boston policemen who
are out on strike, is made tip

principally of Harvard graduates.
If they are all players,
there is no doubt whatever that
they will make good in' their new
position, ''.' .'

Emma Goldman, the Russian
Jewish anarchist leader, will likely
be released September 28 from the
Missouri penitentiary, where she is
serving a sentence for disloyal ut
terances. When she is released she
should be at once deported. One
of this kind of trash who is per-mitt- ed

to stay in this country
makes it harder for decent people
to get along. Send all of them
where they belong.

A Kanass City butcher says be
has been letting his customers
have calf's liver at 40 cents a pound
but they don't seem to appreciate
it. Ob, maybe they do. But things
are in such a fearsome mix since
the war, that the customers proba-
bly don't know whom to thank, the
butcher or the calf

The public schools of St. Joseph .

are arranging for the celebration of
"Armistice Day," November U. . A
parade of ten thousand school
children is to be a feature and
tbere will be patriotic programs at
all the school buildings. '


