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~stellation of Virgo. the Viegin
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T—he First Christmas
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| U Vs wtuilonl 2 t e
Fils of VN ist sl hgh e I
vl oor vals belore The dats
febr Lhe et cliroteeio
EY wh Thal 0 = gt belwe | hows Wy etiit B
Pl ot soppes A ber G0l Bl LI Yesid
Whn o fow ddins DfLer B WlHTer
NI Tl vesiscedi Tonr’ Bl Nl s
periion Is Tl pscertnitmg of e fact
that Dleroed ot gimiot fonr yegrs o8
The basis of ks supgueitbon is 1} .1
regart thnt wi The tiine ol the tarthy ool
Christ “therw were shivplivrids atuiling
W the Neld, watolibng thele gon ks iy
wlghit. " w o virenisting e e ’,Iul.-- W
the dntitude of Bethbebeqs wony !
whortost duy Phiat b= thes Bdghy o
the roiny semsin G didens wmd i

dnte lows 1l appwnr to have bewy ol
perid genernlly  Defore (he Bfth cen
tury

Mupy  studepie of  WLeal  Bistory
Beve argied thut the story alout the
mtar of Dethlebvnn pelnts 1o o dute for
the Sutivity et dater than Muy
B oo o st dute the planets
Venns and Jupiter were se chisely
won e tlon wevln froom the earth
that the sigurent disthnoe et ween

them was squnl omle to fhe hreadth of
inrets

the full moon Ml were

PO =pam aod B THLBIIEN
then vy ik vl wiiple of
B L I T vl st iy e
PR Vb e
[T LR okt il W= arbie
(] ] wore s bads lise
{1 TRTTR sotw Swtoge e ety of
] O I T T TR T T
WA ot s opbibsiis st e parrative,
for 1 as pessatee thist the mandate
for dhee shinghiter of wll the clildren

two feurs ol il andler Wies sl
SOl dpontlis lelore bis decense, aud
Ahe Tt of twer years woulid leave an
muple wargin for any aeertninty  us
W e e of the wpgenraiee of the
wtar. ms related by the tngl: also there |
were G puoschal Toll woons on 8 Frl

day betwern the sears 18 0 6 el
A D ml e other following that
sl A 1t

From this It would seem 1o follow
that Christ was thirty-elght years okl
ot the time of the crucifizlon, and this |
weald vindicate the saguclty of the
Jewlah dutors who sfirmed that be |
was not yel Hfy (fortyh yeurs old. It
o remnrked, too, that (n the spring of
ahe sauwiv yeur there was o triple cun
Smaction of planels - Maturn.  Juplier
aad Mars—and 1bat the first (wo
mamed were In conjunction as seen
ot the warih o e Hhan three tes
8 the your preceding—that Is, B, C. 7.

L Amviber sthoury abolt the atar of
Bothiehem which has been wdvanewd
fs that the stur sewn by the wngl sl
Bpica, the leading brilllant I the ron |
For|
wmany years lbefore and after thol.
Christlan wra the star was changing
e piace untdl It was then lterally &
Ssiar ln the east,” nud I8 worenient
e that direction wsy have lesn the
wery fuet nothwd by the wise men of
ome centuries preceding who expwet |
od thut the prophecy sbout the Viegin
would be fuiflled when s princia
star reachel the posithen nted. 11
thin were so the visit of the wagl from
Baciria, In the far eust. In enslly ex

plaloed. and the chilef difealty atieml

ing the eaplanution les In the faet
that such un important search as they

undertook s notiesl by only one sl
of the four evangelists,

The upeertnlnty of the centuries In
regand to the date of the Nativity in
yoar and month may oever be clearesl
up  Ite pristence lis been unfairy
el 0w for disbelleviog the
whole nurration  The peupile of 20Ew
Fenrs Ao nitnehed e mportance e
dates, eXCe(il Ccurtsut oues. il it may
be remembersl That the destrictlon
of Jerugalem. oerurred twetweeu  the
time of the Nativity wnd the writing ot
the at least In the shape In
whtah It how svme down to e,
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In the story 1hatl never grows old
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* GROWS OLD 3
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ir
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1: There s @ slaty Lhut pevwp groes
+ ' §
L 3
1: o 1 " CIU | T z
:: A fil e Wil wander &
'Y Lt +
& Iy e fest ihrill of the &
-+ twamntiful trutn
L 4
4
-
o
o

b

3

p

: hemi'a craille

L Are wlusters of apjles of god

b And plotures of sliver gdorn svery
b s

: OF the story thal ever grows wld
p
p
p

It gladidens the hearis of all ohil

L dAreni

“ and miillons of man er moakd

T Are huppler. holler, better by far,
p Far e story hal never grows
L (L)

: Frankiin Trusdell
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The Chrintman Guest,
Whoso shall vome sy way thie night,
By mosr ar L ur shape
For him the Livesid cvandios
For Him the vpet douin
ik, Mar r b Bols shkoe,

Ihenugh mine cames I Bo Moge)

lght,

My b hi v Yule oge burn,
My bomed ie decked and speread,

For any wihe may seomm i iurn
Are marmil ard wioe gnd bread

Wk, Mary. grant mv =an this night
B hoomed and comforied’)

Bt vannssd or b gaared come for guest
My neurt shali shate lis woes
And on his head my hand shall resy
1o b him ere he gime
M rant my won thin night
That hiessing aml repose s

for ihy ove Bons dear sans,
Wit tght snd marmith and wine

we b muthers bnth!

Take thewe tny tenrs for sign,

| &nd this | da for thy swret Hon

Wilt tho ot o Tor mine
= Theodonla Usrrison

A Song of

Christmas

ttennvet and holly
w iha hearthsione 8

TN ey
brsidirdfn e with 0t
It eme by face dhe Prost m @
Ared alar e M5 Al Wi
Comen the slelghbell & rhy thimic agle
reviimh e ey (rne o

Wit the beard atal @k the hirssing
Fog the baipty amiply g eul

B ihie mlmpiest words edjpressing
What s loving Fathier mabd

Wwmgw on warth’ =for 1L0s s nearest
When the stuws with ue alisle
Al the winier mir s clearesy

Iop the humh af Cheistnuestide

NiIs WRINDERR STREDS AR IFRANVING

Bring the old musicmn s Addle,
Helie of the hygone duys
Send the falrest down the middie
Whkle 1he 11INE Nsusic sWRyR
Light of foor wnd guick of laughter,
Hwing the daneeis, tos snd hesl,
An they pess ur follow wfler
In the guaint Virginia resl

Make & welcome for th
Bhould his footstep o ]
Hy the memory of Hhe nuer
And the Christ they Wahs i gore

Cather ehildren's fuces round you,
A% he gathered them opg ayne,

I A8 b e yedrs Hnve crowned you
With their radiance divine

Deck the tree snd light the candies,
Lt the winekings all be Bung.
Fae a saint with Turry sandab
Oler the hausjops high haa swung.
And pla reindeni siesds are pra ¥
™ he wiar pangled
And Ihe moonbennis pale are glancing
In the merry Christmas e,
=Frnet Wialfey
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any recordest history

" tve by K i Aeietles,

|
and Mecklenborg he bs known ae Clas

| pears, apples and nuts

Ancestry of Santa
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AT s Sadita Viptes" e
e iy fulstering, wet
Leelidodl, vver vong old fel i
Boww flat wer kioss Bes mnide |
Win wpsgastsbes op enrilh b s 0 I
Eulaes Phst the wsred of Bis sy |

0 threstens 1o remiain forever vadhel |
b the apibdst of st ity
with certning
first winde liks nppamrnnee anoog pre |
Wisturbe men. for nerey old Sante o
e form o arother delighited  chil
dren's Beurts in omny n peEen sy
hotd centories wfors the comnenoe
el of the Christi vin nud prior to

Noab A
wlwn

iy wny e

‘The mnme of Xuntn Clans, iy whivh
Is the Putch
pet naine for S0 Nhebiodps  The e
Kriss Kringle, Ly which be ls Known
s Enghand, s w corenption of Ohiist
Wiodlein or e Clivkst OB But the
festivities that di=tingnish Christmaes
wexlsted long before Christianity, and o
Jolly ol of gosed ohewr nppwnrs as e
personitication of the petiod from the
snrller pagnn thines  Now the Sautn
Clnus of tonbay is stmpdy thnt ohd Jolly
god soberst up wastied nil pritied

The Toonysln of Il arweks Lhe Ml
urnnlln of the M the Twelve
Nights of the olld Norsetien and of the
Tewtons all evlelinted the coming of
the winter solstlee  Pesple Then gave
themenives up e all sts of revelry
arl exeess  boothe Ivonysin the repre
sentative Nuure ped Tl Sonng
Iohonysus or Bacchns, Gt the aged
ehivwry ol dlisrepuita ble Silenis, the
chilef of the Sptirs 1 the god o1
drunknrds  In the Saturualin It was
Katurn: W the Germanle fensts it was
Thor, bwth dong  bwsrdid  aml white
P dre) gonds ke Rllvnns

N, mithough the central fdgure of
the Christinn festival ts the child God
the Christ Rindioin the Intnence of
long  pmEan cnstat was Lo sirong
within the breasts of the early Chris
et to b wasily supersedial The tea-
ditlon of honry age ds the (rue repne
sentniive of the dying year nod its ot
tetdnnt  Jollifleations  still  retinlned
stipldering  ander the ashes of the
st It birst bt wew Aame when
thiis puinst wis towe Far baick o D logikasd
it with the fear and antigotism of
Phiee chreh gl Vhere seviinsd Do longer
any danger of o relopse (0t pogga s,

AL first, however, the more dignifed
representative was clisen os nere 1D
Kewpltig with the weeaslon sutnrn
wits  sbeotss borsly el ptise) it
Nichodus, the nmtie of the snint whose
Festhvnl onstirs i December aml whio
as the pistro of sonng pwafde s espee
chnlly Wetedd For the psrrannge of The
Cestivml whieh bins come to be booked
st gt especindly thnt of e yonug
AL first S0 Nicholas bl oot sugwrside
The Chivlst Ol bt secormganled fidm
in bls Christis s pravels, ns inilesd, e
wtill ddowes o vertandn raml neighibor
foowsle of Eurogwe whete the  nuslern
spdrtt s bwwm Jeast felt

®t Nleholas, acverding to the hagl
wloging, Dbl of Myra. who
Aourishied enrly in the fourth century
He Ix the gatron of  childeen  and
we bl g =

It is strange thnt everywhere BL
Nivholas t momt honored ol bis feast
dny st shsptvml (e most jdoss and
Insteicted among the common  people
koow litthe of the legend of the saint
Me e trentidd with thnt misture of se
rloustess and feivollty which hecomes
u dying myth

tn wouthern Germsuy and Austrin =
youth garoedl ns 81 Nlcholns and we-
companksl by two angels sl 8 whole
troop of devils in bideous mnsgoernde,
with  Wlackens) faces  and  clanking
chalpn, on Dec & 81 Nlebolas' festal
duys mnkes 0 round of certain oises
where the Hitle ones of the villuge
have been collectsd.  To the good chik
dren be brings gifts of nuts and ap
ples, while the naughty unes are left
to the devices of the satanie followers
In hin train

In many places the ghsar over
shadows in importance both the Christ
Child pud 8, Nicholis. e apgwars
upider different names und o different
gilves, 1o Lower Austein e in The
frighttul Krmpis, with his clanking
chinlns and horeible devil's mask, Wi
notwithstanding bis giided outs s
wppiles, gingeehrend gl toys which
b enrvdes i bin basket, Is the terror
of the nursery.  In Hoanover, Hobsteln

wiw

wa

Wm0

In Silesin bis ponme s Joseph
Nomethmes the hogbenr was o femaole.
In Lower Austrin she wis enlled the
Sndelfran In Runbia It was (he
Rerchtel who chinstised ohildren, that
Al nor spin digentty, with pods, bt
rewarded the Industrions with deied

The female bogy survives especinlly
in Russin nnd in Italy. In the former
place she Is known as the Rabouabka.
0 the latter as the Befuna, HBefana Iv
a corruption of Eplpbania or Epipha-
ny: fordt is on Epipbany, Jan. 6, that
ihe Jtalians make.preeents to thelr
childeen ln commemoration of the gifts
wiven by the tbree wise men to Christ
o that ddte.
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The Old Year
And the New

AT I pm ol enr fade,
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NEW YEAR'S DAY. 1

i dmwn i mray and eahilly
willy the frest
The i years pviee now

Mutters, niw s still,
Aud wll elveinonii's desds,
Pt wukisd v BN,
P'ass inte shadow, silent, one by
une,
While from the sight whereln we
wander. lust,
The new yuar rises with the rising
»un

+

AL A a a o as a sl o Las

L
1
L
A wew year? Nay: ‘Us but the J
e old yeur, L

The same remorsvisss round of o
sun and raln, b

Of senvone In their order, Joy and |
- L

L

waln -
The old smotions playing upen
arings
Thst wax s little cider, drawing J
Hear
The fnsl end of sl remembered :
Thinge L

Earth agen. and the vary moun-
tales nod
With years, and we who erawl
upen their breast
I"nu':: the sliding sands’ benign

il
Hate fades. greed faile, lust srum-
s+ bles Into clay,
And thare ure left but love and falth
and God,
To whimn & 1housand years ars as
3 n__ur

I Wiright K
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A New Year Proposal,
“What resolutione have | vowed 1o kesp
the caning year?
Comie, Wit beshde me, malden
sivaighiway vou shall hoar
I've edged myvsell 10 chooss one girl
from out the throng e gay
And love her with an honest love forever
and for sre

1
and |

falr, {

S o wark fur her with brain aod brawn
with @t my might nnd main

Until ve won fer esaryihing that hon
Pely cun gain

P00 ber bife with all that's goad LI Q-
meld in done

And while we train our minds and hiarts
we'll not pegtect the fun

Naw, tell me. won't wou madden Tue
what you hoave yowed 10 dn? |

For I've lald baps sy lnmost soul (e o
onwe bt o you "

“I've made no pledges,’” she repie? in L
demure a tone,

“But If you dons ebject U'H W1y 10 help
Jtu heep your own "™

~Wallave Dunbar Viaresl |
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Dicky's New Year

How He¢ Came to Attend the

Grown Folks' Party.
IR spraw vk ongtacefully on
' il ml thiows bt b

wl sty
Vv

ol ponehily kive
v of i
chnir that stinnl et s =i
Iigalse wis o | ST Feot sdlig
thids, bis ss il 1o lowak wronid @
i g Bl pitbessd thiks Hiti e cant
TR R T T

Bt oy e Wl d P Clirkstimns festivi
(10 Liwefarte Dl
Baos petie B Foar Bolhan: Doint, w Binate Vel 1 Wi
Preky wis viposs gl b i
BT e vuislly

Thowever, owelthor hits wsthier mor his
vt Grertrde uoipesd how hie kickesd
thiee chimle vor thie way tie soswlesd g
e workl v n ider bk
(O o T I LT
thwle prepearatbons for entertalnlng the
gitests oif Wl evening, nml Por once
Beliks e

“Uf ) wis gobhig to have o party ninl
by ite all thee prwiprle B0 the world 14
s Ptle Dmey, Toheky
bowonithdn ¥ Teanve Db oun,”™ il THeky
wal uf Ui

Whint's
Breclessly
1
Iy
Yoorr smoniidm t vndoy I

R tintesisiinug
LTI

LAY

Wl p Tew diyvs T

v tininly

wps Lot

e am tima
S R T

hiis it her
ol " wwh
o, dwa, Tolvkw: thils I= n (ar ]
awl Tatlier s frivimds, |

Ml ¥ asked

e

phamary
wighits

for  nilher’'s

0, bt B il want fe v aiie,” persisl
wl Ihks Ve beordd Somt nll talkine
mhant 1 amml | owant b ses the hew
swant svmie I Tl wipibow ™

Y T R T R L T et B
mebord Nl maiut

“Plie new senr s cotping In 1he
witideosn, il 1 bl wstheer tell how

Yok wete nll golig 1o opwn it o wal

1 dat replhial Ihoky, somewhnt
pathent at Wis aant for et aieler

wtngling so obivious o ieaning

“xothivg will cotie It w1 the win
dow, denr,” skl his ether gently
I Jumt w pretty coston.  CPere will
pot bee mns i for Yo to sew, il
¥ will dwe el Bigder upstiales 1o
sonir whew warng besl

Preky et o Hrele ot the toe, nid
whien the Bone conge for Led atider the
stetn eve of Lis father he rebelllously
purtpsenton] Gor b G ke bn iy hils niese,
#ithongh wot without farther remon
strmnees 1 luding e of v avell, e
wolitiosd Dils wows Tuto bis plilow, whille |
Wi futher ownd mother went below fo
revelve thelr guesis

Wy makg w brmve resistanee o the |
drowsiness it was steallng gpon him
ooy far b ke smttl
thie paart s Duwed ssetibilesl b Gl purhoe
Bebow  Thew b orept st of lasd
Bt ov et Dl Dsinleters engerly teying |
e entely <lehit of thee editinng pusgede In
the guthering LTI alaiige
thes linll Poheky thoughn it wilglit I-¢-|
Bis fatbier sand semmpeis] ek v bl
wgain as fust as hiks Htle taee feel
ey Winn Aol then w i bont
mwore ol b sonti Fell asleep. "the
workd forgettine, by the wortd forgor ™

Esaw nsimies the bones paossed oerrlly,
sl the ol yewr drew bim iy
elose.  First thwe were olly  Aftesn
winntes of 1 el then there wete obly
teti Flinnlly the old sesie b bt five
short perlods. coniting sIgty secunds
ench, to lve  The men nmd wolen
guthered touether sbowed wotlilng of
the solemnity that nuderiios the ner
riwent of all such gatbeciogs  Foor
minutes, three wilontes two mloutes
ab! They tirned from the windows
in surprise (o see DHeky stnpding
the doorway,

He was oot dressed for the parly,
snd bis Mitle oightgown niforded woaut
protection ugalnst the drafts of the
lower room. ile wen bul eEpected at
the party, elther. wud the expression
ol bis father's fuce supxesied thst be
was pot even welcome there ‘These
vouslderationw wight bave disturbed
an adult giest, but they visttersd Hitle
to Dicky

He did vut louk or speak 10 By obe.
Ordinarily Lis futher's slernoss would
have sent Wi with o hesdloag rush to
the protection of his wother's srius.
Turnlug nelther 1o the rigbt nor to the
ioft. be went (o the window, sud, i
though hix wyes were clossd, bin llitle
bands uulocked the enteb that fasteis)
1t and ovpened the great cusements
without n mistnke or hesitation

His mother, chokiog ek a ory, ook
n furred wrap wimd went to cover him l
i tnthier Jooked, Bulf In Crighe, an his |
firother, who wus stiiding near

“He careful ot te wike B sbden |
Iy wald D Ton C He's walkiog in
hils wlewp!

e rudsed the chilid gently Tu his s |
and beld Wim b the full Blags of ||,.-|
great chandeller, but DHeky's  clogest
eyellds never quiversd s the Clght
strock ngolost them

When b opetisd Bils eyes be Wwos
pmared to Bd Blmself at the party
wfter all, surronnded by men gml wo

I o

e @

 mon, who sl snld chesrfully, “A hap

py New Yenr to you, Dicky, denr!”
He was too drowsy 1o be Trightened

| but as bis father carried him back to

bed the ebild henrd the great bells of
the city ealling ont te him:

“A happy New Year, Dicky, dear,
and many of thew!"

—

0~ the Track of the
New Year

EW YEARS

T LTS

Was 5 g tlines
e dan | oas the
priarpeer Ahisie For s celebrativg
Bovwnn W, b tirvescw aiil Buse
Whete the Julla calvinler = In
foree, New Your's does it wivive uptil
Iwedve duys alter the sear s well v
way In Ll rest of the clvibised
warthil
Thwe e bent By ptivus il Persiins

bbb Al bW Yenr sl the wetoinosl
wiiney, Nept 22 and te Giceeks of
solotl's e Bt e winter  solstice.

P 20 Dot T Ve e of Pericles (be
date was chinugead 1o Ll SIer sol
atloe, dupe 200 The Howsmns began Vhe
year N e winter solstice watil
et chinged 1 to dan, 1 W the
Jess Ui g yenr begain b Sepitembe
i civil pfades, bt b i svliestast |
vl pvvkaming  the beghidng of the
yoar ddntes (roim the Vel silluos,
Marh 22 Awb as this bs astronond
Phie Deegbtiibiig oof spribiat, the dnte
I aind Hhist of e 250h of
Murshe 025 bweltig o ror Fislly rouded
winiliors  wie Beewpitesl  generally by
Cleostbail stk D sestleyml ioes ds
Sew Yenr's

M Emsghamed Dhse, 2% wns New Years
w0 e Chinse oo WG G e 0o iieer-
wt Wi vitonathon Bagpesust e fall
o Jun, Wlugly the yeat
swrs ptdlerasl fo comitieiee ol thet day.
et Bnetishe grmduadly  Tell
mniee with thee of  Clivisteadons
wrd Degan (e voar an Mareh @5 When

iy

I= al avie

I thee Eipegorinn colendar was
proinignted  soal ddetinitely Iocnted
New Yeur's on Jup 1 owmeost Catholic

ot eies wlopred 0 ar onee, bt Kug
Prid ablb piost sepuleses it 1758

I modent Wote New Yeal's day
wis glven ape to feasting wml frolick
i Sperifclad tiees Birned contional
Iy o thie altars of thie Pwelve gods Al
gntlon and strife wete susprended

ALL  NATIONN

UHINKE &
HeaLTw

SEW YRAR'S

reconcilintions twok pluce, New Year's
calln were minde and New Year's gifts
bestawed.  T'here also origluated the,
New Year's vesvlution, for every I
wan resplvel on New Yenr's doay to
regulate his conduct that every w
sod act sbould be a happy sugury 0
all the days uf the eusnlug yrar

Oun weconut of the vrgles which wark-
wd the New Year's wrrival not ealy
nmoux the Rowsus. it among  the
Teutvnle ruces, the warly Christinn»
lovked with wenut faver upon e
whole weason. Hy the RMh century,
bowever, Dec. 20 bovnme the Aneml fes
tivel of the Nativiiy, whersupon Jan, 1
ansuied u specinl snered character ss
the wetnve of Clristimoas day,

The giving of gifts on New Years
dny how been snporseded Inrgely in An-
gloRaxon counteles by the giving of
Chrlstmus gifts, bt the costom sl =
retittued o Pranee  This costom was
one of the most soelent mmd alverssl:
Iy observed of New Year's doy,

The drnids disteibuted Lronches of
thie sierisid mistletor.  The RRoman em-
Perors exmcted gifts, and xo dld the
Englisth roders down (o the e of
Cromnwell

The worll over on New Yeur's it s
nstom o dreink to the health of
® Triends

The custin of wnking New Yoar
mesolntions aml "tornlng over A new
leaf™ ds universal awl ke politiens)
intlorme, s us muach hooored o the
breach as In the observance,  Bot the
tempntion which surroamds frail hue
minn bwings n this wicked world wie
many and inslidions

What & menace to our eamfort,
What re to him that
ta that,
our atill like ghoata!

—Kangas City Star
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