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ERO-AMERICAN _CULLINGS

Negroes in Muakoges county, ae-
rarding to the clty superintendent of
schools, own and control 60,000 nores
of valuable agricultural and oll land;
they own city real estate in Muskogee
that 18 worth $1,500,000, Their busl
ness coneerns in Muskogee have &
value of at least $1,000,000 and inclnde
ond colothing store for mem, ona dry-
goods store, ohe lee company, one
plurmblng and plumbing supplies shop,
slx contractors and bullders, 12 bar
ber shopn, three concrete contractors,
50 "groceries, four drug #lores, one
barness shop, 20 restaurants, elght
blackamith shops, 12 shoe shops, 1%
tallor shope, ono dairy, two lve oream
stores, ten conl denlers, two undertnk-
ere, one nteam laundry, three livery
stables, 12 real estate brokers, four
pab lines, one moving pleture theater,
one boattling works,

Muskogee has four fine schools for
fta Negro children. The 1oys In the
Manunl Tralning High r-hool did all
the carpentry work last yew: on &
strictly modern, six-room cottage, 41
by 47 feet, worth $2,000 an.l renting
for $20 n month when times are hard
in Muskogee. Tho amgregate value
of the Negro schools I $5§0,000 and
36 Negro teachers are employed In
the publie scliools,

That a prominent white Musko-
geean, n publie offielal, shonld know
thess facts concerning Negroes In
business and other pursults is in ft-
self Important, because {t {8 A com-
mon occurrence to find that many,
many of tho best white peopls of the
Houth do not know, and, therefore,
oannot possibly understand, what the
better Negroes are doing to reflect
eredit on themselves, thelr race and
thelr community.

“I firmly bolleve that there Is a big
fleld for the development of Negro
musle In Amerlen” writes Jesse Rees
Furope, Negro musleal composer, of
Now York, “we already have a number
of composers of great ability, the
two foremost belng Harry Burlelgh
and Will Marion Cook. Mr. Burlelgh
Is remarkable for hia development of
Negro themes and Mr, Cook is a true
creative artist, Then, of course, there
was Colerldge Taylor, the greatest
composer of the Negro race, although
much of his music is not Negro In
oharacter, What the Negro needs is
technleal education, and this he Is
handleapped In acquiring. I myself
have had to plek up my knowledge
of musie here and there, and the same
holds true of my fellow composers.
1 do not belleve that the Negro at
present should attempt music distine-
tively Caucaslan In type. The sym-
phony, for Instance, he does not really
feel Ly m white musiclian would feel
it. 1 believe It Is in the creation
of an entirely new school of musle,
& #clhool developed from the basle
Negro rhythms and melodies. The
Negro in essentially a melodist, and
his creation must be In the beauti-
fying and enriching of the melodies
which have become his,

“The Negro's songs are the expres-
slon of the hopes and joya and fears
of his race; were before the war the
only method he poasessed of answer-
ing back his bosa. Into his songs he
poured his heart, and, while the boss
did not understand, the Negro's soul
was calmed., ‘These songe are the
only folk musle Amerlca possesscs,
and, folk musle belng the busls of
#0 much that I8 most beautiful in
the world, there is Indeed hope for
the art product of our race.”

A thrush has bullt ita mnest, lald
three eggs, and In the natural course
of events will, If undisturbed, rear ita
young on a scaffold pole at the sec
ondary school for girls, England. The
nest has been bullt ut the junction of
iwo poles, Thers are between 50 and
60 men working on the bullding, but
the bird takes not the slightest notice
of them.

The Natlonal Women's Trades
Union league Is at the head of p move-
ment to establish a national tralning
school for women organizers, the ob-
Ject being to place tralned organizers
in the fleld to organize the women
workers 1o all trades and occupations.

=™ The industrin! commission of Ohlo

has Issued its fing report. It deals
with the question of wages and hours
of labor of women and girls employed
in mercantile establishments in Ohlo
lagt year.

‘A Russlan publication has just put
out its one hundrodth lasue after many
difficulties, Twenty-five of the previ-
oug lssues were conflucated for se-
ditious nrticles,

A Californlan takea issue with the
statement that the South statlon in
Toston'is the buslest rallroad terminal
and shows that the distinotion belongs
to the Unfon ferry, at 8an Franclsco,
with 30,066,673 passing through It an-
nually.

If Oklahoma has bumper erops this

year It will be due In conslderable |

measira to the direct ald rondered
the farmers by the schools. Through-
out the state the teachers and puplls
huve bean systemationlly testing seada
fur the planters.

The men who are working for the
education of the Negroea In the South
nlwnys come North with a cheering
word of the results, Of courspe there
Ara two mides to every problem. It
wotld be possible to point out all sorts
of discouraging things about the aitua- ]
tion of the Negroes. But men Hke
Booker T. Washington leave the gloom
for siomebody else to talk about. They
point out the wonderful achlevements
of the race In Its comparatively brief
opportunity—the number of land own- |
ers, the amount of eavings, the con-
splouous instances of Negroes who
have won for themselves n respected
place In the community.

Buch n man as J, M. Metealf, presl-
dent of the Talladega college for Ne-
groes at Talladegan, Ala, who was in
Kansas Clty lnst week. Ank Mr. Met-
calf what resuits his school has
achleved and he can poiot to plenty of
spocific Instances of gradustes who
have become successful citizens, as
well as to the large numbéer of whole
some homes that have been estab-
Hanhed.

He can tell of the farms that have
shown the effect of work done on the
school farm, of the spread of alfnlfa
cultivation, of better methods In ell
the reglon. Ho can refer to graduntes
who have gone Into business and have
proved succesaful merchants; of
others who bave started savings banks
and have instilled the habit of saving
and of thrift among the people. He
ceun flad cheer for the Negroes even In
the politieal situation in the South In
the fact that Negroes of standing In
Houthern communities find no obsta-
cles put in the way of thelr voting.

This side of the problem la one that
is often lost sight of. It needs to be
emphasized for the cheer of the good
Negro citlzens who In all parts of the
couutry are working for the advance-
ment of their people~—~Kansas Clty
Star,

There have besn many Negro poets
in America, but none having a strange
and pathetie story which could in any
way parallel that of Phyllis Wheatley,
born in Benegal, Afriea, November 19,
1761, though the day of the month may
be doubted, If not the year. She was a
child of Africa in & period when slave
ships were supposed to be engaged In
legitimate commerce, and tranaported
many of the people to those colonles
that Jong after became states which
abolished slavery and led in the antl-
glavery movement which was really
the Inciplence of secession and the
Civll war. Phyllls Wheatley was
stolen from her parants and tribe, or
sold by one or both of them, snd was
brought to America in 1761 and sold to
Mra. John Wheatloy, wife of a Boston
merchant. Her mistreas soon digcov-
ered thut the Iittle girl was remark-
ably bright und give her g falr educa-
tlon In English and Latin: and she
could hardly more thun read and
write before she gave utternnce to her
imaginations In rhyme, doing #o with
ease and fluency., She wont to Lon-
don with a son of Mra. Whentley and
there was published o volume of
"Poems" dedicated to the countess of
Huntington. Sparks, in his “Life of
Whaehington, sild It could not be doubt.
ed thot the poems “exhibit the most
favorable evidence on record of the
capacity of the African intellect for
fmprovement.” On the death of her
master and mistress, she married 2
colored man, Doctor Peters, who
"proved unworthy,” and she died In
great poverty in 1784,

Willlam Houston, a colored man,
enved the Hves of four Bronswick
women when, seeing the peril of the
sutomobile party, he rushed up to the
machine and shoved It aerogs the rail
rond track Just ms a fast moving
freight train swept past.

In crossing the rallrond track the
machine was slowed down, and just as
it mounted the ralls the cngine want
“desd.” ‘The freight train was only
about one hundred yards distant.

The engineer signaled with the
whistle, but the maching remained on
the track. It was too close for the en-
gineer to stop the train before reach-
ing the machine.

Houston, who was standing near by,
rushed to the car, gave it one hard
shove and it crossed the track by only
a few inches as the traln came by.—
Bronswick (COa) Dispatch to New
York Tribune.

Among the defenses of the Panamn
canal there will be several batterles of
16 and 124nch rifleg, nll of which will
be concenled in such mumnoer that,
with the use of smokeless powder, it
will be lmposeible for an enemy to lo-
cate them,

Forty thousand dollars were apent
In England on the production of o nin-
gle moving pleture film.

Chile has spent §5.067,600 for 823
bridges on government ‘allronds,

Missouri's 04,461 trade unlonlsts last
year drew $86,019.865 In wages.

France lnst yenr exporied pleasuro
sutos valued ol $41,076,850,

Musk cosls $3.50 for one-elghth of

an ounce In Munchuria.

Question of Ownsrship.

A wellknown shopkesper of Glas-
gow recently lent his grandson enough
money to purchase a motoreyele, The
money was to be paid back in install-
ments, the maching to remain the

¥ of the grandfsuther until the
payment had been made. The
other day, whlle out rlding, the boy
his grandfather and Jumped off
his motoreyele, "Bay, grandfather,”
pald the boy. “who does this maching
belong to?'  “It belopgs to me until

_gou bave made the last payment.

That was the agreement, you know,
But why do you ask?" “Well, 1 just
wanted to make surs,” remarked the
boy, with a grin. “Your molorcycle
needs a new tire."”

Thoughtfulness.
“What are yon dolug?!" asked the
m-;;m follcitat
X out felicitations on my
;‘mnhlll marriage,” replied Bll;

PANT TOLICR”
N THESE latter days, when every
branch of human activity has been
systematized and we are brought,
whather we like It or not, under the
spell of solentific management of the
smallest business, what is more natu-
3 ral than that weo should now be ob-
i] ligod to nccept the sclentific manage-
ment of Christmas?

Christmas as a sclence! How our
s srandfathers would have gasped al
4fthe idea! In their time Chrisimas
was a spontaneous hollday. Christ-
man eve they hung thelr stockingn on the mantel-
pieco in futl confidence that Banta Claus could
find his way through a six-inch stovepipe. Then
there was the Cliristmas tree, with a grandfather
to distribute the gifts and a strong force of unclen
and aunts to maintain peace among the cousing,
And thers was skating in the afternoon with the
choleent nort of melee to give the finlshing touch
to the day.

There wna no need of science there; It would,
n fact, have spoiled the whole thing. But now
the spirit of Christmas has changed. We still
have our Christmas trees, subjoct to the regula-
tions of the fire department, but wo are replly
dlnven of our Christmas shopping list. From
Thanksgiving to Christmas most of us live in an
atmosphere of deepening gloom., We have con-
nually hanging over us that dreadful problem
of what would be the hest thing to give S8o-and
&0, and when we have made a selection our hearts
sink at the awful thought that, perhaps, What's.
hisname may give the same thing.

It s to relfeve this situation as much ns possl
ble that selence has been called in tb our ald, Of
vourse, even pclenpe has not yet heen able to
prevent two people from sending the same gift
to one person. But it has been able to display
unusunl gifta snd a larger number of them for
~ur sonsideration, so that it will be easler to se-
‘ot a prexent which we may be quite sure anoth-
r person would not think of, And the greatest

dyantage of sclentifie Clirlstmas shoppirg Is the
nernased gpeed with which the ordeal may be
jono through.

There are two things which have brought about
*hig result. The first {s the establishment of ex-
4ibils of gifts for ehildren in the schools of the
‘acge clties of the country. And the second is
‘he scientiflc armngement of glfts for sale In the

hops and department stores. On one floor we
have a department devoted entirely to toys and
‘ther gifts for children; in another place presents
mrtlenlarly suited to men: and elsewhere sec-
Hlons for women nand boys and girle. 1t Is oll the
lirect result of the curd Index and the filing cabi-
net. You look under the particular heading you
viah and von find displayed before you a vast
auantity of sultable gifta to chopse from.

The object of the achool exhibita Is not so much
1o savo mothers labor, worthy object though that
wight be. Nor Is It to displuy the latest nnd
noel Ingonious products of the toy market. Child
walfare in the primary purpose, and there wa
nave another side of the scientific Christmas. |t
4 o save the children from being deluged at
ke Christmas season with Inartistie, unhyglenio
nd useless gilta Esthetle and hyglenic are
vords that loom up larger in the vocabulnry of
be presant than that of the past.

And so, although Noah's ark will remnin Noah's
i to the end of the world, no twentieth century
oungster whose family nitends one of these ex-
“1hits will fesl constrained to suck the puint off
Jhem, Ham or Japhet. For, lo and behold, they
.-m entirely innocent of the familiar red and
vroon and blue of that unsanitary century woe
sAve left behind. The sons of the patriarch and
1 the animals that “went in two by two" are of
‘easonably hyglenic white wood.

Py the same tokon, dolls will be dolla. For here
venlp the scientific Christmas has produced a
shange to n more esthetle and hyglenle product.
"natesd of the blg rag doll, whose features have
heen kissod into obliteration by several genera-
“tons of children, there is & stockinet successor,
aquully unbreakable, far more beautiful, and ab-
solutely imperviovs to washing.

For older children one finds marvelous all-
wood dolls, agaln embodying the three important
virtues. They are unbreakable, washable snd ar
tigtle. Thelr naturdlness Is evident st a glance,
and the visltor is not surprised to learn that they
are reproductions of American children modzled
by American artists,

And yet, the thought rises, will modern Dorothya
and Nancys love these charming creations one
whit more than thelr mothers and grandmothera
loved the china and wax dollles who preceded
them? There was Henrietta, a gorgeous Parlsian,
you may remember, whose pink and white lovell-
ness Is still n happy memory. Poar Henriettal
She died the victim of & bad small brother who
tried tho effect of midsummer heat upon her
waxen complexion, Then there was Jullet, she
of real brown hair that combed and a warm
brunotie complexion, and a host of others who
may have had untold sttractions. DBut you must
put them out of yans mbad In this sclentific age.
Real hair harbors horrible microbes and complex-
long do not digest well in small stomachs.

Then there are other suggestions which are the
result of the practieality of our time. Housekeep-
ing turnishings, for example, such a8 ten sets In
pewter, cooking utensils In granite and metal, an
froning board and fron which can really be used,
and an fron cookstove upon which things can be
cooked. In the matter of musieal toys, sclence
has gone even further. The planos for the child
of today are marvelous instruments. Alas for
the prestige of the tinkly toy of a generation gone
by! These have from two to three ooctaves of the
chromatie scale and nre accurately tused “to
goncert piteh.™

But all such marvels cost money and are not
likely to avail much for i(he household where
five or six must live on a small Incowe, So it s
good to discover a case containing s number of
toys at & minimum price, Not one exceeds ten

.enter the store,
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conts it cost. It Ia sur
prislng how many attrac-
tive things may be had
for this money, and the |
hard-pressed, busy moth-
er, doting grandma, cons
selentious aunt or inex-
perienced blg cousin Is
very likely to find there |8
the very thing to buy for ||{
Tommy or Ruth.

The sclentific Chriat-
mas has only begun and
before long we will have
exhibits for poople of all
ages and both sexes,
it 18, the department
stores, by their sclentifie
arrangement and the catalogues and lists of sult
able gifts, classified acoording to nges, have dona
much toward making even shopping for men &
slmple matter,

Thls, however, Ia a vory recent institution. In
the old days, & woman went to the large shop,
without the slightest (den of what she wanted to
buy, and after ten minutes In the crowded, heat
od alsles, surrounded by thousands of elaborate,
alluriig, gayly colored posaibilities with no ap-
parent order or arrnogement, bewllderment and
not declsion wns her portion. Under such condi-
tions, even the most consclentlous of them selzed
the article nearpst. She was at the merey of the
galeawoman becauge she did not know what she
had better get or where she could get It

But the woman's bewllderment was nothing to
the man's. He didn't even make an attempt to
shop; he simply bought.

But all these things are different now. You get
a lst of things which sich-and-auch a store has
to offer for man, womnan and child of any given
age, with the floor on which It may be found indl-
cated, and you have only to walk in calmly and
deliberately and purchase it. 1t j= literally an in-
dex of the peace and good will which you may
wisgh to dlspense. You do all your thinking be-
forehund pnd have an opportunily to remember
that Mre, So-and-Sa's library 18 furnizhed In red,
nnd that a Kaiger Sinn vase would be more ac-
captable than a lamp,

Then wlien you have made your selection wou
may make vour way to the store with a falrly
calm and tranquil mind, Of course, it Is crowded
with a density which makKes progress almost im-
possible, blazing hot with multitudinous lights
and nolsy with many clamoring voices, but all
that can have no effect on you. You are a sel-
entific shopper and know just what you are going
to get and where you are going to get It. Sclence
paves time, money and nerves,

There I8 another way In which Christmas has
become a sclence and that is in the methodz
which the blg shopkeeper employs to attract the
crowds of holiday shoppers. Go Into one of their
establishmonts and you cannot fall to see It
They are aglow with light, bright with the colors
of unnumbered fabrics and you hear far and near
the clash of music from many instruments. That
{s simply to lure you in and once you are there
you see at first nothing but & spectacle of con-
funion and a confliot of sounds that would make
Babel lose caste as a synonym. DBut if you start
to buy what you have come for you will find a
remarkable state of order so far aa the things
offered for enle are concarned. It Is not really
a store; It's an exposition.

Thers l#n't a man in the world who has a
keencr understanding of the human makeup than
the hig shopkeeper. He knows every string of
the instrument and plays diligently upon them
all. He lures peopla with advertisements which
are wonder stories. Ile halts the passing orowd
in the streets with a windowfu! of Christmas wax-
works, and once they have come i{nside, whether
with a purpose or out of mere curiosity, the ma-
chinery in there to hold them fast

For weeks the deslgners, decorators, scene
painters, dummymakers have been at work devis.
ing and constructing some sort of Uving pletures
fraught with the sapirit of the Christmas tale
Thera 18 the papler-mache church, still and beau-
tiful, with snow-covered trees about It, light shin-
ing from the tall windows, men, women and chil-
dren mounting to the portal, and from away in
the inslde sanctuary somewhere come the musie
of a mighty organ and volces singing Christmas
carols,

It Is expensive, but it impresses the people who
It f# the idea of It all that the
hearts of the shoppers be mellowed and the spirit
be moved to buy more and still more for the
holiday giving. That may eeem a little "far
tetchod™ a2 you sit at home with a “grouch op”
because someihing went wrong yesterday, or o
man you thought was your friend went back on
you, but get into one of those stores, whers “you
oan't hear yourself think" of your troubles for the
polse, and you will reallze that it is really a very
claver couception.
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Up there before the eyes s an (ospiring pre-
sentment of the great Unselfishness, And bers
before you, behind you and on either hand are
the goods, just the things for all your kith nnd
kin, It Is the shopkeeper's plan that you shall
buy while the spell {2 still on you, while the dim
religious Might beams out and the Clhristmas ecarols
burden the air. And you do. You would be less
than human If you dldn't. You may not think
that has anything to do with it, but it has. The
shopkeeper would not go to all that expenss, you
may be gure, if he did not know what raspults It
would bring him.

Even the small stroot fakers use thelr wits to
sell all they can durlng the holidays, It 1s thelr
tarvest time of the whole yepr. And they eclect
the epots on the sidewalks which will be most
advantageous for eale of thelr particular wares.
They Invent Innumerable little devices for the
purposa of attracting crowds. They, too, are sl
entifie.

The toyman chooses a spot where the greatest
number of children will pasg#, and spends the dny
showing the work-
ings of hisz clock:
work vehicles with
metallie hordes and
drivers, his Oghting
rooaters and ellmb-
ing monkeyn, and
his automatic anl
mals full of plaln-
tive volee, About the
corners where most
people pass Aare stn-
tloned the famlliar
men and women
with baby rabbits
and beribboned pup-
ples of divers
breeds, They know
Just how to make o
woman imbued with
the Christmas spirit
take pity oo the lit-

tle animals on a
cold day and buy
them in order that
they may bave &

comfortable home,

The Christman
greens man with tis huge boxes of holly and mis-
tletoe, and—more power and less glueose to him
—the candy muan and something itke ten thousund
others display their wares from all sides, entice
the passing throngs with a bhundred little devices,
appeal to thelr sympiathy and turn peace and good
will inte hard eash, To both buyer and seller,
from the biggest to the smallest, Clristmae hns
become a sclence,
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CHRISTMAS TREES

From sncient days Chrlgtmas trees, lighted with
eandles, were used in the chancels of Englizh
churches. DBut It has been put on record that the
introduction of the modern Christmas trees into
¥ngland was due to the late duchess of Kent,
grandmother to King Edward VII, who was cred-
lted with having brought the custom (rom CGer.
many for the amusement of Queen Victorin when
a Httle girl at Kensington palace,

The Christmas tree by 1848 was undoubtedly es-
tablished at Windsor; indeed, at that period a per-
fect plantation appears to have sprung up in the
drawing room of the rastle. In the newspapers of
the time it 18 recorded that after dinner, at which
the principal dish was & noble baron of heaf weigh-
ing 260 pounds. that nceupled many hours In roast-
lng, and at which the bond of the Scots Fusiliers
discoursed such popular aire as Auber's “"Bronze
Horga™ and eelections from “Normn,” the queen
and the prince, with the royal sulte, retired to the

drawing room, where, on tables, were gracefully
dleplayed “several Imitation fir trees npwards of
gix feet in height, from the branches of which

were suspended a varlety of French bonbons and
numerous elegant presents for the roval visitors
and suites.” The trees., we further learn., were
brilliantly {lluminated with wax tapers judiefously
placed among the leaves

It 1s not certain, however, that the custom had
not been in use for centurics in rurnl parts of
Great Tritain.

WHEN CATTLE KNELT IN ADORATION.

Many an awestricken group has walted in the
chill alr to see the cattie fall upon thelr knees In
adoration at twalve o'clock, the hour when Christ
was wrapped in swaddling clothes. An honest old
Cornwall, England, man, who lived at St, Stephen’s
Downs, near Launceston, gald, towards the close of
the elghteanth century, that he onece, with some
others. made a trial of the superstition. Watching
several oxen In thelr stalls at twelve o'clock at
night on the 24th of December, they observed the
two oldest oxen only to fall down upon thelr knees
“and make a cruel moan, like Christian creatures.”

There is an old print In the British museum in
which the oxen in the stable near the Virgin and
Child are represented upon thelr knees, ng if in
suppliant posture. This graphic representation s,
perhaps, the origin of the foregelng superstitions
notion.

Bot more curfous than all is an addition to this
superstition, to the effect that the brute creation
unanimously refused to ncknowliedge the change
of style, from old to new, under the enlendar,
though on old Christmas day not only would the
bees sing thelr welcome song but the oxen and
asses would kneel in thelr stalls In token of hom-
age. It was also said that to gpin on Christmas
day caused cattle to go mad and lame,

SOME PEOPLE DO.

“Did 1 understand you to say that Willoughby
enjoys canned prunes? asked the man who was
slightly deat.

“No,” answered the friend; *1 sald ‘canned
tunes.' There's no accounting for tastes”

DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW,

“When we were first married you used to ad-
mire my clothes, but you only frown at (hem
now."”

“Dut, my dear, your father pald for the clothes
¥ou wore when we were fiest married.”
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LITTLE MATTER OF HONESTY

According to Test, Humanity Does
Nat Rank Very High in What Might
Be Called Little Thinge.
“How deep Is your honesty!” asks
the Wichita Beacon. "Probably you
woaldn't rob o blind man or take pen-
nlos from n baby--at least we want to
beligye that you wonldn't. But if the
man at the clgar or candy counter by
mistake handed you back too much

w_ud you saw the error, would

you call hig attention to the mistake
and return the excesa or would you
c¢huckle, pocket the swag and salve
your eonsclence by saying to yourself:
“Well, it was up to him¥? The other
day & business man gave & number of
colus to the cmshler and told ber to
give an axtra coln to ench of the first
26 persons gotting change. She did
no, Eight pocketed the change with-
out looking. Ignormnoe, therefore, lets
them out. ‘Put of the other 17, 11
knowingly kept money that didn't be-
long to them—nine men aud two wom-

en, Bix only stepped up and did the
right thing—two women and four
men Analyzing these figures, we have
b per cent of honesly among women
to a bit over 30 per cent amobg men,
Is that, In your opinion, about the
average or wasn't the test deciaive?'—
Kansas City Btar,

Walking Graveyards.

Some of the Indian princes have
given ffty to sixty lakls of rupeocs
aplece — over §2,000,000 aplece — to
Great PBritain for the war. Deslde

such gifts the gifta of the London bus-
Iness milllonaires soem small,

“In fact,” wald James Douglas, the
liberal publicist, in an interview with
an Ameriean éorrespondent—"in fact,
the gifta of the Nizam of Hyderabad
and the Maharajah of Mysore and the
Guekwar of Baroda glve our Baghah
merchant princes, wio owe Hogland
0 much more, » lobk of avarice; and
you know the definition of avarive,

“Avirice, ke a graveyard, takes in
;.lll 'I: can get and sever glves anything
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LESSON

By E O RELLERS, Acting Direclor et
Bundny Behool Course,)

LESSON FOR DECEMBER 13

THE GREAT COMMISSION.

LERBON TEXT-—Mnall. 20:16-20; Luke B4
-1,

GOLDEN TEXT—-10, T am with you al-
ways, oven unto the snd of the world,—
Matt, 00,

—

This lesson conslets of two pars.
graphes which constitute what might be
termed two commlisslons or two parts
of the Great Commission. There are
four distnct aceounts of the final com-
mands of our Lord to his disciples,
ench presenting a differsnt phase of
the work he committed to hin follow-
era. In this lesson we have for our
conslderation two of these aspects
which ought not to be confused. We
will conslder them lo their chronolog-
fcal order,

I. The Appearance In Jerusalem,
Thomas Being Absent. Luke 24;:36-49,

(1) The Resurrected Lord,vv, 3643,
The Emmuaus disciples reported to the
diseiples, and those gathered with
them in Jerusalem, the things they
bad experienced, especinlly (n the
breaking of bread. This occurred late
in the evenlng (sece Luke 24:20, 33).
While they, and the others, were re-
heareing the many things that had ta-
ken place on that first eveniful day.
Jesus himself suddenly appears In
thelr midst without the opeéning of a
door and asks them of thelr thoughts,
Onee before he lad thus searched
them (Luke $:46, 47), but now the oo-
caslon Is quite different. Fear of the
Jews had crowded them Into this room
but no closed door except that of the
human heart ean keep out the risen
Lord, Simon’s report (ch. 24:324) and
that of the Bmmaus disciples were not
sulllclent to ellay thelr fear. Fear at
this visible evidence of the supernat-
ural is true of ne all, but when Jesus
truly is present there ia pesce no
maotter what muy be the turmoll withe
out, or the fear within.

Man of Flesh and Bone.

This appearance was o demonstra-
tlon that it was he himeslf, and to add
proof upon proof he firgt ehowed them
his pierced hands snd feet, and then
called for fish and ate it before, and
doubtices with, them. Jesus Is today
a man of flesh and hone an much as
whett he walked Galllee's hills. His
blood he poured out upon Calvary.
The evidence of the literal, physical
resurrection of Christ s so overwhelm-
Ing that the unbellover does violence
to his reason not to accept it

(2) The Ascended Lord, vv. 44-49,
This coming of Jesus and his message
of peace and assurance brought also
n commission that this great fact be
told to others. The event recorded In
these verses did not ocour In Jeru-
snlem but upon Mount Olivet and con-
stitutes the final appearance of Jesue
As he hud done often before, so now
he sets his seal upon the Old Testa-
ment, expressly speaking of its books
under thelr accepted threefold divi
slon (v, 44), In these there are be-
tween three and four hundred direet,
not to speak of the indirect, prophe
oles concerning him, What we need
Ia to have the Holy Spirit that we may
"understand” (v, 45), the purpose of
his lile and death. Jesus taught bhis
disciples what that purpose is (v, 47),
viz, the “remlssion of sins,” based on
the sure ground of his finished work.
This, and this alone, Is the gospel nnd
It Is to be preached In his name unto
ull nutlons—na missionary suggestion—
but beginning at home, in Jerusalem.
Verae 49 tells us of that other needed
preparation to make us effective wit
nessed, the enduement of the Holy
Spirit.

Some Disciples Doubted.

Il. The Appearance to the Eleven
In Galllee, Matt. 28:16-20. Thls event
took place much later than that men
tioned In the first part of the previous
section. Ax we carefully read this
#ectlon It sugmgests that Jesus was
somewhat removed from the dis-
ciples, yet their vision was so clear
that they worshiped him, though some
doubted, Drawlong near to the dis-
elples be first of all emphasizes his
supreme nuthority, “all power 18 given
unto me" and ot that authority he
commlissioned them to thelr work of
disclipling “ull natione” Mark's ren-
dering of this commission (18:15, 16)
Is more ineluslve, “to the whole crea-
tlon,” Including all of man's welfare,
social as well as spiritual, For Jesus
thus to claim authority snd to send
farth his ambassadors and still not be
“the very God of the very God” ls to
tamp him either as an impostor or a
lunatic, Because all power la hia,
therefore the obligation and the ae-
ecompanying Holy Spirit who will en-
nble us to teach the things be has com-
manded. There Is back of the com-
misslon “all power" and accompany-
lng it n blessed fellowahlp, Lo, | am
with you all the daye™

The chief value of these two see-
tone lles, first, In the fact muggested
na to the perpetual nearncss of the
riten Lord in the midat of our ordk
nary human experiences. Patlently
he bears with ua In our unbelief and
fear and llke ns he spake peaco to his
dlsciples ®0 he would calm our rest
lesa epirita. The second chief value
Is the immediate mnd poreistent re-
sponsibility that rests upon his follow-
ers, He loved all and desires that all
ahall be saved and yet the proclama-
Uon of his plan of redemption, of his
finished work, he confines (o human
agonts. As onch new dleciple is made,
ho I8 to tell others, to witness of him
Lo those not yet surrendered.
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