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The Ring

= By
H. M. EGBERT

AFFFFTFTTPEFTFE

(Copyright, 1516, by W. 4. Chapinan,)

“And you rtart for West Africa to-
morrow "

Bransome felt that the question was
Hke an unwritten doom. He looked
at Mary Starr in the moonlight as they
stood oulside Coionel Btarr's consery-
atory,

Bransome had known Mary for five
months, Colonel Btarr, In whose regl
meént he was now a captain, had taken
R liking to the young man whon they
ware posted In Malta, and had invited
bhim to his home in England. Now
Bransome, with the acting rank of
major, was to leave for West Africa
to put down the rebelllon of the Kru
tribe in the rocessos of the foreats.
And he loved Mary,

But he knew that she was engaged
to Lionel Travis, the political agent
among the Krus, who had made his
escaps to the const after sanguinary
fighting,

Yet they loved, and love wns strong-
er than honor at that moment. They
Eravitated toward each other, and
Blood leoking ut each other, not dar-
ing to speak lest they betray them-
aelves,

"I 1 meet Travis—" began Branp-
gome at length.

"Yeu?" Haer
ress,

"What shail 1 tell him?™

Mary took the solituire from her
finger, “Give him Jhis" she sald soft-
1y,

Bransome, Incredulous, clasped her
in his arms and thelr Hps met. “"You
Jove me, dearest?” he murmured.

"1 have Jloved you since we met. 1t
ja wrong, but It s better thnn o mar

word was llke a ca-

Held Up the Diamond Ring.

riage that shall wrong Lion and my-
self, too™

Before Bransome departed it was
understood that they were engaged.
And Lionel Travis' ring reposed in
Bransome's pockel to be handed to
tke agent if they met HBransnme
would affect ignorance of the contents
of the little box. It was a cruel mis-
gion, but there was no way of getting
a letter to Travis, who might be in
any part of the coast,

Bransome sailed the fellowing day,
and, fifteen days later, arrived with
his regiment at the coast town, All
the interior was In a ferment., The
regiment was sent up hastily tc the
base, where it halted while the pio-
neers cut roads through the forest.
And it wns there that Bransome met
Travia,

He was to sccompany the column
as polltical delegat~ to the loyal tribes,
The two men, who knew each other,
greeted each other warmly, though
Bransome naturally showed something
of constraint. Travis lunched in the
mess, and they smoked their cigars
together afterward. When Travis rose
to depart to his quarters Rransome
epoke of Mary Starr for the first time.

“She asked me to give you Lhis,” he
sald, hending him the little box con-
talning the ring,

“Tuanks!"” «ald Travis indifferently.
and slipped it into his pocket.

The column start>d a day or two
later, Travis accompanying it. Often
th» men exchanged words. Hransome
would look curiously st Travis, but he
could gather nothing from the ageut's
inscrutable countenance

There was, however, lttl. {ime far
thinking. On the sixth day the one
my's stronghold w~as sighted. The
messenger who went forward with a
summons ‘o suLender was met with
defiant sheuts from the negroes, Half
an hour later the seven-pounders
opened fire on the rebel stockade.

A fusillade from elephant guns fol
lowed, but few of the attacking party
were hit. Presently the guns ceased;
a breach had been made in the strong
walls, bullt of hardwood logs and al
most a4 resistant as cement and mor-
iar,

The regiment spréad out In line.
Bransome ren before them, waving his
gword. “Advance!"™ he ihouted,

Then he saw Travis beside him in
his ecivilian clothes. The agent's
white solar helmet made a splendid
mark for an enemy, "0 back, yob
fool!” Bransome shouted.

But “'ravis ran beside him, and
Bransome had no time for argument.
The whole line followed, with fixed
bayonets, roaring behind hlm, The
bullets churned aumong the trees and
cut splinters from the boughs, Show-
ers of loeaves came down.

The yelling, detiant Krus manned
the walls of the brewched stockade.
The ussaulting party wos compelied
to form into column to mount the
breach, And now the enemy displayed
ita pecret resource, nothing lesa than
an old brass ship's which might

vice in the als
s s gk,

burwi smong the Britieh troops. They
fell ir heaps, out down by the wells
directml eharge,

But the gun was, of course, not a
quick-firer, and had to be reloaded,
The troops closed up, Bransome, who
had by some miracle escaped un-
scathed, put himself at their head
ngain. "Advance!™ he shouted,

And agaln he was consclous of
Travis in his white helmet, cool and
Emiling, beslde him,

It was o mad rush toward the walls.
Just ns the foremost man set foot In
the brénch the cannon ronred again.
The nfles werse swept away. And
aghin Bransome found himseif unin-
Jured

"Now, boys!™ he shouted, amazed to
find that he was still alive,

The attacking party, which had re
colled, heaped ome man against his
neighbor, and, the dead all about,
rushed forward, cheering. Like a cata-
ract the khaki-clad columu avept over
t's breach, driving tiue dogged negroes
before them, pinloning them with the
bayonet. In & moment the fort was
carried,

From hut to hit the fiying Krus
were prrsued. They fell lu writhing
heaps, thelr own gun turned against
them. For perhapa half an hour the
bloody struggle lasisd.  Thea the Brit-
ish were in possession of the village.

Bransome stopped; he had forgot-
ten everything in the excitement of
the battle. His sword was bloody, and
yet he could not remember having
struck down a man. A trickle of blood
was running down his face. He llmped
from a slug in his leg that he had
nover felt,

“Where's Travis?” he demanded of
hiz surviving captain.

The agent could not be found. Yet
it was Travis who represented the
majesty of the British ra), and It was
Travis who must interview the trem-
bling old king, now a prisoner It his
own mud hut, guarded by a sullen, de-
fiant chief wife, and & younger one,
who held the royal red pnrasol over
him.

Bransome went back, searching
among the fallen. Travis was not in
the town; he was not anywhere within
t:n fort. Dransome came upon him
at last just outside the breach, He
had been struck down by a dozen
slugs from the brass cannon the sec-
ond time the weapon was discharged.
Travis lay under a pile o' dead Krus,
but he was alive. lie recognized Bran-
some

Bransome hafled the stretcher-
bearers and had two men place him
upon & stretcher and carry him into
the town. They brought him to the
king's hut, and Travis pronotnced
sentence. The king was to go In exile
to the coast, to spend the last of hie
tdays there

The surgeon came up. lxoked at the
agent and shook his head. "There may
be a chance for him,” he said, “Get
him out of bere. Put him in a hut that
ha=zn't been used. There's smallpox
everywhere among the Krus,"

Travie did not eateh smallpox. but
it bacame clear, aftor n weok of de-
lirfum, that he was dyving, His mind
grew dlear toward the end, He mo-
tioned to Hransome to open the litile
satchel bhe carried with the govern.
ment papers.

Bransome aid so and found n it the
iittle box comnia ning Mary's ring. He
looked st Travis and ca*w that the
ngent’'s eves were fixed upon {t. He
put it in Travis® henl.

With fingers that almost fatled him
Travis slowly pulled off the cover and
Ihe!d up the dinmond ring. It was in-
congroous to see the gem sparkling
in the dying man's wasted bhand.
Travis motioned to Bransome to bend
down.

“The engagement ring | gave her,”
he whispered. "She s as true ak
gold, old man.”

“Yes,” agree Hransome,

“We were to have been married
when this cursed business was over,
Now we shall never marry. | want
you to marry her, Bransome, You're
about the only man that's fit for her.™

Bransome winced and tried not to
show the emotion on his features, But
Travis was too .ar gone to Eee any-
thing except the face ol Mary Sturr
that floated before him.

“1 wrote to her telling her how 1
longed for her in the silence of the
brush,” Travis whispered. *1 sald |
had looked at her photograph and her
mementos again and sgain. 1 wanted
something else to bring ber vividly
befare my eyes, And she—she sent
me this. Nothing could have been a
truer pledge of her love. A girl doeen’t
like to part with her engagement ring,
Bransome.”

“No,” Bransome agroed.

And the Irony of the situntion struck
into his soul. Travis had lived in the
bellef that his swotheart was truo
to him, and he would die not knowing
what the return of the ring meant.

They burled him the following dawn
under & calrn of etones. And Hran-
goms, having done his duoty to the dead,
allowed his thoughts to turn toward
the living. {he past seemed obliter
ated—at least It seemed to be aym-
bolized in the gem that eparkled in
the dead hand under the damp soll
of Africa.

Ancient Fortification.

An anclent fortification, declared to
be morp remarkable from an engineer
ing viewpoint than the pyramids of
Egypt. has been discoversd In the
Andes, according to G. W, Monkill, &
member of the Yale and Geographical
soclety expeditions to Peru, who has
Just returned to this country. He said
the archeologista had discovered' ap-
parent evidences of a pre/Asztec elvil-
fzgation, which flourfshed about the
eighth century. Excavations made 456
miles from Cuzco, Peru, revealed the
fortification, It (s an enormous edi-
flee, composed of stones walghing
thirty and forty tons, which had been
transferred from A QUATTY ACTORS B
river and carried up a steep slope.

Bomewhat Different.
¥riend—Congratulations, old man.
Author — Congratulations!  What

for?

Friend—Why, the paper, in referring
to the initial performance of your new
play, says thore were numerous calls
for the suthor. .

Yeu, but it was a
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cial limbs, thousands
of maimed soldiers are
learning new trades so
they can make a living

RIPPLED and wounded soldiers, after
lsaving the hospital, have to undergo
% long and laborious process of train-
ing in order to again fit themselves
for their former occupation, or, If
necessary, to learn some other trade
This préparatory stage involves a
number of nationk! problems and rep-
resentatives of the various Industries
bave been working hand in hand with
the medical profession In order to obtain the best

possible results.

Their principal alm fs that wherever possible
men who have become partially disabled through
gervice at the front be fitted to resume thelr
former duties where they have acquired valuable
practical knowledge and skill in their work and
no efforts are spared (n order to have the men re-
turn to activity as speedily ns possible, before
their llmbs have become stiffened, thus making
adaption more difficult. The medieal practition-
er, as Herr Probst, director of a Dusseldorf fac
tory, plainly put it In 8 recent lecture, “should to
some extent become an englneer, while the works
manager, under whose care the hospital Is placed
shiould acquaint himself with orthopedy.™

This difficult task has been solved in an ex
emplary manner at the workshops conducted by
Herr Probst. where an “Industry hospital” hn;
been founded, a sort of Intermediary stage be
tween the hospital and the factory, utilizing in.
dustrial labor as n curative agent for the treat.
ment of patlents, so thuat the latter, of their own
accord, adapt themselves to normal frotory work.

The patients received nt this unlque hospital
are expected to submit to the regulations of the
factory, where they are placed under the super
vision of a sergeant. After ascertaining the kind
of work formerly dome by each patient, he is
glven his present task, The doctor has to fix
the time when the man 18 to commence his du.
ties, the dailly work at first starting with s few
hours each day. then a half a day and as his
strength and proficlency inerease to a full day.

For hygienical reasons patlents at the hospital
wear blue-white clothes, and on entering, thelr
task Is stimulated by a fortnightly pocket-money
allowance, to be taken off the regular salary paid
out on leaving the hospital, After each day's
work the patlents are examined by the dootor,
and If necessary, spend some time {n the medico-
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mechanical ball under the care and guidance of
tralned nurses and the sergeant,

Another establishment of the same kind,
though operated on & more elaborate plan, is
the soclety hospital “Flora,” which has been

; The Reason We Forget
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“Lel me see, what was that name?"

Haven't we often heard that phrase, or one
very like it? Doesn't our memory often play
us tricks and cause us to forget things we know
perfectly well—"as well 85 | know my own name,”
in fact? There is a renson for this; for nearly
evary case of loss of memory wa can find a
cause, This discovery has recently been made
and is one of the most {mportant advances which
psychology has made in the understanding’ of
our mental life,

Forgetting, of course, in one sense, Is loss of
memory. How, first of all, do we reniember
things?

It has been assumed by physiologists that ev-
ery event wo axperlence leaves its trace in tho
nervons subsiance of the brain, in mueh the same
way that a “trace” Is left upon the phonographlc
record by the scratch of the recording needie: (f
the impresalon Is “vivid"—that ls, If it leaves a
deep Impression upon the nervous system—then
we remember it; if nol, we forget It. As the
brain disintegrates with age, the memories be-
come weak, Thia is the doctrine usually us-
sumed for the storage of our memories,

But paychologists have lately compiained
ngainat this materialistic view of the facts. Of
late years Professor Henrl Bergson, in particular,
has protested that such an explanation doea not
explalp. We belleve that memory 18 a mental
thing, not a material one. To be sure, there was
alwayd the difficulty, in accounting for memory,
that the brain cells, which are constantly being
replaced, would eliminate the contained memo-
ries, just as new wax cylinders would efface tho
record, but scientific men “got round" this by as-
suming that the new cell ss It was deposited
eomehow “"inherited” the traces of the previous
one and thus relgined the memory. There was
no evidence that It actually did so, but It was “as-
sumed" to. The strong protest against this ma-

.,

————

terialistic view found support in the fact that
practically none of our memories (g aver lost,
but all can be removed under sultable conditions
and by proper means. Our memory Is potentially
almost perfect,

We should all strive to improve the memory as
much as possible, for upon it our very personslity
depends. If we had no memory we could have no
feeling of “malf"—no feeling that we are the same
seif we were yesterday., And if we did not have
this fesling we should be “lower than the ani
mals.” We may Improve the memory by paving
strict attention to what Is being sald or done, and
by trving to assocliate it with as many other
things n= possible which have interest for us, for
it bns been sald that “assoclation s nine-tenths
of memory,” The more we forget the more we
tend to forget. and the more we train the memory
the better it becomes. Like all else, it improves
with proctice and hablt

Fargetting s ot times very awkwnard:
ug into all sorts of secial Inconven|
forgot a mame, an addr & word when we wish
most to remembor it These acts of forgetful)
ness secm il firat perfectly ermatic and spontane
ous;: they soem to follow no law and be subject
to no fixed rule,

it leads
nees We

So, then, when we forget a name or thing—or
by some error of speech or writing give another
word for the right one—we can nearly always
find out why this should be so and uncover the
nctual procesk involved by a careful analysis of
the previous trains of thought and mction. We
forget because we wish to forget. It {s a well-
known fact that we tend to forget unpleasant
events more readily than we do pleasant ones
That Is because of this fact—because, n one
case. the memory (a repressed, and in the other
it ts not

WISDOM OF PAW,
Little Lemuel—Say, paw, what Is the strest
cleaning department?
Paw—Ivs the pluce where they explain to the
dissatisfaction of taxpayers why the strects are
not cleaned, son.
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FAULT IN CITY PLANNING

Btandardization of Btreets Can Be Car-
rled to Excess, as California Jour
nalist Points Qut.,

WAR CRIPRLE SHOVELIVG COAL

provided with extensive and well equipped work-
shops by a factory owner of the same clty, Herr
Emil Jagenberg, who is the inventor of an im-
proved artificlal arm, which not only Increases
the capacity and wo ig efficiency of Injured
soldlers, but also very materinlly increases the
output of artificinl Ymhbs. The construction of
this artificinl rrm I8 of steel and welghs but one
and threequarter pounds,

Immediately below the stump {5 a ball-joint
of steel arranged so that it can be clamped and
adiusted in any desired position. Another ball
joint simflarly arranged is at the wrist Th
lower fitting is so short 88 to allow consider A
force to be brouglit to bear on the work, while
ita mohllity and adiustability enable the attach
ment to be used for an endless variety of pur-
even In case the whole arm up to the
shoulder should be amputat patient will
g1{ll e nble to perform a great

e

poses

ed. the

tions. After the day's task I8 completed this
“working arm” is detached and replaced by a
regular pleasure “Sunday arm.”

The patients at these hoepitals are not long

in recovering their self-confidence and their work-.
ing capacity increases dally. No patients are
discharged until a suitable position has been ob
tained for them where they will be able to per
form thelr duties In a satisfactory and proficient
manner, which greatly Increases the nssurance
of the patients and makes them self-supporting.

:3-3-24 iy
g For National Park Service
L nannnnnnn

A bill 18 under consideration In congress to

establish s natlonal park service. The federal
povernment owns fourteen national parks, with
A total area of nearly five million acres. all un-
der the jurisdiction of the department of the in-
terior. It also owns thirtyvone national monu
ments, of which nineteen are in the departmant
of the interior, ten in the department of agricul-

ture and two In the war department. Under ex-
isting arrangements there has been no central
organization for the adn stration of these
sple 4 recreational possessions E#ach of the
fourteen naltlonal! parks {8 now under soparate
manzgement It is W dosirable thnt these
parks be administered through a generil bureau
at the peat of government in Washington

There 18 a tantly Increasing vo

avel to the I parks, and it t& nec
that there shoul be one central organd

hich may furnish relfable Information attrae

tively prepared for the bene
parks. Under the existing

it of tourists to the
order of things very

little systematic work fn this directlon has been |

possihlie. With a national park service, eguipped
with facilities and & competent corps of workers,

there might be developed a fine buresuy of In-
formuation, supplying to the genern]l public the
things It wants to know aboutl Ite parks and

monuments. It Is to be noted In this connection
that Canada, through its department of parks,
haus so thoroughly exploited its several nationnl
parks that during the season of 1915, when there
was such a large volume of travel through the
West, the Canndian parks attracted in the agere
pate more visitors than the parks of the United
States, thus aftording a fine fustration of what
the government In exploitation of its recres
tlonal areas can do.

Some men are born great, some achieve great-
ness, and the rest try to thrust themselves upon it

Sheepdogs are free from tax In the
United Kingdom,

The average adult Inhales about one
gallon of air & minute.

FROM FAR AND NEAR

Next to the Australlans, the Ameris
cans are the greatest meat oaters,
The United Kingdom 18 the wool

The Australinn commonwenlth has

The residue from Indigo plunts after

India annuelly exports about 1,000,

grower and the United States is the
wool consumer,

| tres

mnge of opera- |

the sweetesl tooth of all the countries
in the world, Its annual par capita
consumption of s<ugar belng 108
pounds,

The number of deaths due to diph-
therin have almost uninterruptedly de-
creased during the last 15 years, and,
&t preagat, are leas than one-balf that
of 1900,

the extraction of the dye in India has
been found to be an excellent fertitizer
for tobacco.

ln order to release for military serve
ite many ¢f the mon now eagaged in
the electrical Industry, the. Electrie
Contractors’ association of Liverpool,

Eogland, has decided to | B num-
'!.dmhﬂmﬂ-g;ﬁ _

00 pounds of fish maws and shark
fina for edible purposes, wainly to
other arlental lnnds.

In the British army a battalion of
1016 men requires for its dally re-
tions 636 two-pound loaves, 127 poynds
of bacon, more than 31 pounds of salt
sud nearly 14 pounds of popper, to

Imention oniy u fow of the itemp. | what dirvction & 1y
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Over 800,000 people die of com-
municable discase ench year In the
United States, and over 5.000,000 wre
sick a8 a rosult of infectlon,

A Frenchman has perfected a hord
rontal windmill with the vanes so
shiped that nine-tenths of them utilizs

One of the greatest follles practiced
In modern city-bullding, particularly
where the topography Is hroken In
character, Hes in standardization of
stresis, more especially regarding the
width, says the Los Angelea Timaos,
The writer lves on a “cross street,”
that {8, one crossing at right angles n
main thoroughfare — Avenue Bixty-
four—that carries at least peveral
hundred times as much traffic as the
one firsl noted, yet the widths of the
two are the stime. The one Ia thred
blocks long. "blind™ at each end, hav-
ing no poseibllity of a direct outlet
at elther extréamity, The other I8 the
main highway from Los Angeles to
Pasadenn by way of Colorado street,
and to Eagle Rock by the same "“food-
er."”

There {8 no question but a greater
width I8 needed on Avenue Sixty-four,
ns I the case with scores of streats
similinrly situated. It is equally cer-
tain that the crossing streets are
twice as wide aa need be, The miser-
able parkwavs are but 42 inches wide,
an area so restricted that good strect
growth i impossible Every

property owner with whom the writer
| hae talked on the subject would be
pleased 10 have several feet on ench
side added to the parkway, yvet major-
ity does not rule, even in Los Angeles.

No traflic I8 seen on such streets ex-
| cept the dally routine of the mlilk-
mnn, baker and wvegetable peddler,

Yet the width is the snme as that of
| the ona great highway runniog
through the district,
| he case cited {8 used merely be-
cause the writer has intimate peraonal
acquaintance with it, baving reslded
on this specific strest for ten years.
No personal grievance inspired this
article, for the residents gn the street
have never sought to have it changed.
All concede a widening of parkings,
with @& correspondingly narrower
driveway, would make a more bonutl-
ful street, give it o more plensant ns-
pect, allow of fine parkway gardenlng,
ete. But did they know that when the
street {8 to be paved the cost of the
useless etrips of width In paving
would pay for the change and new
curbs, thoy might potition the props

er officials to make such change. A®
, nll streets are of the same width, and
all at right angles ns well, the plan-

ning and platting of such districts may
| safely be turned over to our children.
| And some of the latter would be bets
| ter than their parente,

Econcmy in Flreproof Qualities.

While fireproof quallties and perma-
nence of materials are ltems appar-
" ently increpsing the cost of the new
house, the home-bullder will find inf
the end that economy les in these
qualities; and applying the old adage
of the chain, hig houss will be as last~
ing as Its weakest part.

Hence the ratio between the life of
different materials should be consid-
| ered and permanence in the walls of &

buillding should be duplicated in its
| foundations and roof. As for instanoe
& bouse of brick to be consistently
permanent, requires concrete or stone
foundation, and a slate roof,

The depreciation of s bhouse of this
type |8 sald to be about 1 per cent &
vear, reckoning ita life to be 100
years,

But the permanency of materials is
not restricted to brick alone, and that
frame houses can be construcied to
Inst 100 years, though not immune of
course from the accident of fire, is typ-
ified In the numerous frame houses of
historical Interest standing in a state
of good preservation throughout the
country.
|  Among these are the old Cushing

house at Higham, Mass,, built in the

early part of the eighteenth century;
the Wadsworth house in Cambridge.
built in 1728, and the Fairbanks house
in Dedham, probably the oldest house

in America, buill a t 16386,

1@ Wi 1 extensively %
theso houses, which fact is testimony
to the lasting gualities of that wood.

! How to Keop a City Clean.

To make a city cleaner and neater
and to substitute beauty for ueliness
I8 to enhance the walue of both pub-
lle and private property. As to pube
lie property, this work can be easlly
controlled But the cily authorities
can be expected to act only on the p-
ristence of the general public,. Unp-
fortunately, however, no matter how
careful a city may be about structures
erocted on public property, the gen.
ernl effect of street and open places
may be spolled by ugliness in sar-
rounding structures and private prop-
erty. Billboards, signs, ugly, garish
or unkempt buildings, buildings out of
repair, untidy yards and vacant lots—
all may counteract whatever the city
may do to make public property at-
tractive. The only way to keep the
city neat and to make It look as
though it were really selfrespecting
is for all citizvens to co-operate In (n-
sisting on private as well as publio
neatness and attention to good design.
—From the Report of the City Plap
Commission, Newark, N, J.

An Observation.

“Are you goin' to take boarders
next summer?’ asked the postmaster.
“1 dunno,” replied Farmer Corntossel.
“T know some folks who would like &
nice quiet place.” “Yes. But all most
of them people want with a nice guiet
place in to Jjump in an’ A1 it chock-fall
of their own particular brand of nolse.”

the force of the wind wo mutter tn
bowing. |
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