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LESSON FOR AUGUST 5.

MANASSEH'S SIN AND REPENT-
ANCE.

ro ll'll Erg 53:1-20,
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. pt in Egypt until the iniquity
of that nation was full, 1In this case
doubtless the Lord permitted this to
go on until the Idolatrous practices
would become extremely obnoxious,

I. Manasseh’s Sin (vv. 1-0). Though
he had the exanmple of a good futher,
be with passlonate endeavor gave him-
gelf up to the fmitation of the heathen
about him. This shows that groce is
ited ; n good farher may have
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counteract the downwird
1. He restored the high places which
had been destroved by his  fut
(v. 8). 1t l= thus seen that he so
to undo the pood work done by
f'n'fr
He o » Banl (v, &
T!l-- Idots these nlrmes
seein to have been lmaeges of licen-
tlous uppearance, provoking the indul-
gence of the human passion. There-
fore, with this worship was coupled
the groséest lleentlousness,

3. He introduced the star worship
of the Chaldenns and Assyrinns (v, 8).
He even erected these altars In the
| house of the Lord, placing them on a
level with God himself.,
| 4. He set up Moloch in the Vale of
Hinnon (v. 6). He not only encour-
| aged this worship on the part of oth-
ers, but he even caused his own chil-
| dren to pass through the fire.
| O, He practiced mugie, witcheraft;
and dealt with a familiar spirit (v. 6).
| So gross were these practices that
they dld even worse than the heathen
whom God had destroyed before the
Chlldren of Tzrael came Into the lnnd.
6. He rejected the Lord's testlmony
(v. 10). Doubtless the prophets had
aguln pnd aguin admonished him, but
he seems to have turned entirely aside
from such remonstrances,

11, Manasseh's Chastisement (vv, 11-
| 183). The Lord in grace used the As-
8 nns to chastise Munasseh, g0 4= to
bring him to see his evil ways, He
was captured, perhaps while hilding
among the thicket of thorns (v. 11),
! bound in chaios and earried to Baby-
lon. This was most humiliating, His

| hunds were manacled, his ankles fas-
tened together with rings and a baor.

11, Manasseh's Repentance, (vv, 12,
18). Fortunately, the chastisement
had its desired effect. Muonasseh was
brought to his senses and turned from
his evil ways. The steps In his re-
pentance are as follows:

1. AMiction (v. 12). This was most
gevere, Bound with chalns nnd dragged
to Babylon. While this was severe, It
was light in comparison with the slns
which provoked it

2. Supplication (v. 12). Manasseh
had the good sense to ory out to God
| in this condition. 1t I8 the unmistak-
gble evidence that God's chastisement
Is accomplishing its purpose. We are
instructed in James §5:18 In time of af-
fliction to pray.

B. Humllity (v. 12). This Is a com-
mon characteristic of penitent souls.
Those who come under the hand of
God always recognize it lo their hum-
| ble walk,

4, Forgiveness (v. 183). As soon as
| God sees the signs of penitence, he
turns in mercy to the penitent and
grants absolution for sin. No one
needs to walt long to recelve his for-
glveness,

6. His kingdom restored (v. 13).
Manasseh not only was forgiven, but
he was scioally restored to his king-
dom, Those who truly repent, God
will not only forgive, but he will re-
stere (Pea. 32:3-0).

8. Apprehenslon of God (v. 13).
Through this experience Manasseh
came to know God.

IV. Manasseh's Reformation (vv.

14-20). Mannasseh -was Dot content
with merely receiving God’s forgive-
ness and restoration to his klngdom,
but he sought so far as possible to
undo the mischlef which be had done.

1. He strengthened the fortifications
of Jerusalem, 80 as to make his peo-
ple sufe from the attack of a foreign
foe (v, 14),
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Jas. Weatherly, Worshipful Master
of QOlympla Lodge No. 147 Douglas,
Ariz., who retired last year as first
Seargent after thirty years faithful
service in the 9th Cavairy.
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, A century ngo three bells were rung in

PURITAN WAS EARLY RISER

Getting-Up Bell Rang at Five o'clock
in Morning in Boston Two
Hundred Years Ago.

The nlne-o'clock bell in the evening
was an early observance by the Mas-
snchusetts colony of the old Engllsh
bell, anys the BRoston Tran-
seript, It was rung In Boston previous
to 1650 by the town bell ringer, who
Iater also had charge of the town clock.

Boston—at eight in the mornlng, oned
in the afternoon and nine In the eve-
ning, Two hundred yenrs ago the
hours were flve (o the morning, eleven
in the morning and nine at night. At
thut date the Inhabitants were nat so
prompt In rising as In the previous
century, when the bell was rung at
1:30 by the first bell ringer.

The midday bell was not first rung
to call people to their noonday meal in
Boston, In 1664, “for the more con-
venlent and expeditions dispatch of
Muprchants, sassayers or any other re-
Inting 1o strangers nnd our Inhabltants,

itt. Is ordered that the bell shall bhe
runge ntt a 11 of ye clocke every work-
ing day to give notis thereof to all per-
=ong concerned and that the rinl.:l.‘r|
shinll be allowed 12p. per peare by
every person thut commonly resort
thereunto and that they may assemble
in the Rome under the Towne house,
for the space of one hower for the ends
ahove expressed.”

About 1730 the practice of ringing a

| bell at one was hegun, though for some

years later requests were made for an
eleven o'clock bell at some of the
churches, and that practice continued
in the last half of the elghteenth cen-
tury. During that century bells were
rung between elght and nine in the
morning on the day of 4 town meeting,
On days of rejoleing the bells were
rung from silx to seven In the morning
till noon, and from two to six in the
afternoon. The allowaneces by the town
to sextons for daily ringlng were, for
one ringing £10, for two £20 and for
three £80 per annum.

The Civil war did more to abolish
the observance of Saturduy night as
the beginnlng of Sunday, and finished
the falling away of the previons 20
years, To the war must also be credit-
o the nhandonment of New England
furms, sturted by the more frequent in-
tercourse between town and country
by railronds.

A Novel Surgical Device,

In ecnses of stricture of the esopha-
gas, which is the eanal through which
food passes to the stomach and which
is situnted behind the windpipe, it is
important to secure an early dingnosis,
Popular Mechanlcs magazine tells of n
new method, reported by a New York

| hospital physielan, which gives a clear

outline of mallgnant strictures and Is

| nlso a readily applied ald in the treat-

Richard Fullbright, one of the old

ment of moderate cases, A small
length of sausage skin, which 1s the
fibrous cont of the Intestine of the hog,
Is thoroughly wushed and treated with
formaldehyde and glycerin, then
formed into & bug by tylong one end
with sllk floss, the other end being
slipped over a rubber tube and tied.
The bag, which is now only a string, Is
then easily swallowed by the patlent
with the aid of a little water, and a
thick bismuth mixture Is allowed to
flow Into it, after which X-ray plctures
show the outline of the stricture

| clearly.

Out of Her Line.
Among her presents was a large bowl
of goldfish, Now It happened that her
lHternry tnstes were well konown, and

| there was little in the world of litera-
| ture from the Anabnsis to Zwingll with

which she was not thoroughly famil-
lar—but goldfish—well, they were out
if her line. So in oprder to famillarize
herself with the life, habits, appetite,
prejudices and diosynerasies of gold-
fish, 80 us to be able to ussist them in
thelr physical and moral development,
she went to a book store, «

“T want a goldfish book.,” she told
the young men who waited on her,

A puzzled look overspread his coun-
tenance as he asked, “A what?

“A goldfish book, a goldfish book,"
she replied.

Suddenly his face brightened as,
with a lordly alr of condescending su-
periority, he sald: “Oh, yes, I know
what yon want, You mean Goldsmith's
works."—Indianapoils News,

Did a Fine Job.

In the Woman's Home Companlon
C, H, Claundy says: ‘Whoever did the
caleulating for a bageball field made
a fine job of it. It takes just so long
to run from home plate to first, and It
takes Just about that long, less a tiny
fraction of a second; for the average
ball to be flelded by the average short-
stop and hurled down to the big mit
walting for It. The least slip, heslta-
ton, Jjuggle, or wait, and the mmpire
18 golug to spread his pulms down for
a ‘safe’”

An Qutrage.
Lawyer A—I always sald that Bow-
ers wns the meanest man allve and

| now he's gone and proved It

Lawyer B—How a8 that?

Lawyer A—He's glven away all his
property so there won't be a thing
left to fight over.

A Mistake Somewhere.
Trombone of Villuge Band—What do
we play next, Si?
8i—8ousa's “Grand March.”
Trombone—Gosh all hemlock! I jest
played that—Judge.

—_—_—

Encouraged.
“How's your motorcar behaving?”
“Well,” replied Mr. “the
it uses gasoline shows that while
It be weak in spots, Its eppetite
s all right”
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