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Mrs, Semira Doane was out In her
front yard counting her Ehirley pop-
ples and admiring thelr almost In-
finlte variety,

“No two of them seem to be exnctly
the same tint, and I never had such n
lot of them out at one time before,"
gnld Miss Semira, She loved flowers
and nearly every foot of her smnll
front yard was lald out In beds and
mounds, There was not o weed to be
&een, and her plants looked thrifty
and bore evidence of care, The lttle
white house back of the flower garden
had plants in the two front windows,
and climbing vines completely covered
the small, green lattice-work porch
over the front door, All of the flowers
and plants were of the old-fushloned
varieties. Miss Semirn did not enre
for flornl “noveltles” She liked her
four-o'clocks and mmgged robing and
lndy-ln-the-green and bleeding hearts
better thon uny “others” she had ever
seen,

Mizs Semira wns so small and
fraglle looking, with such delleatdty
tinted plok cheeks, and such fluffy yel-
low hair that she looked quite like n
flower herself as she moved about in
her little gavden In n blue luwn dress
with little white flowers In It, and her
lnee-trimmed snowy white apron In
which there was nelther spot nor wrin-
kle. She was stooping over picking n
tdend lenf or two from one of her

geranlums when a shrill, rasping volce ‘

startled her by saying.

“How nlee your flowers do look, Miss
S'mira an’ how sweet they smell. 1
con smell them celean over to my
house when It's stlll or when the wind
Is hlowin' In that directlon.
have such good luck with 'em. Flow-
ers grow better for some folks than
for others'™

Miss Semira looked up and saw a
t6ll, gount woman in a chocolnte-col-
ored enlico dress and green and white
checked gingham apron standing at
her gate, A red and white tennis cap
perelied on one side of her lron-gray
hend goave the woman n grotesque
look.

“0, Mrs. Sampson, I8 It you?" sald
Miss Semira, *“Come fn, won't yout"

“No, It ain't wuth whils lttle time
ns I've got to stay. Then T've left
some glnger hrend in the oven, 1 want
to know If you wouldn't he willing to
tnke a mealer.”

“A menler, Mrs, Sampson?”

“Yes, You see I've got a chance to
let my blg front room upstaies if I
can find n placs for the person that
wants it to tpke thelr meanls. 1 can't
undertake to give anyone thelr meals
with my rheumatiz pesterin’ me the
wny It does, an' Sampson havin' it
when I don't. Then I aln't no cook,
anyhow, But I do want to let that
big front room, an' this person will
toke It if I can find n mealin' ploce
near by, nn' here you are right acrost
the road an livin' fll alone, an' you as
much of a born cook as you are a born
flower rajser, An' I've heard you say,
that you sometime got drendful tired
o' tkin' your meanls all by yourself,”

“Who §s it wants your room "

“Weil, it's n gentleman—but there,
you needn't look so senirt. Miss 8'mira,
for It ain't a young gentleman nor a
middle-aged gentlemnn, but & real nice,
fotherly-lookin' old gentleman that
there'd never be n mite o' talk 'bout
you givin' his meuls to. He must be
old enough to be your father, an' 1
don't know when I've seen a nleer ap-
pearin’ man, I'd a sight rother have
him around than nine out o' ten fus-
gy, fuult-indin’ wimmen., Don't you
gay no untll you think It all over”

Miss Semira thought It nll over with
the result that two dayve later Mr,
Jared Lyster found himself seated at
Miss Doune's daintily set table. Miss
Semirn had often been heard to say:

“I don't mind any part of living
plone 8o much s I mind eating my
menls all by wyself. It I just had
someone that was  Interesting and
pleasant to talk to at meal-time I
wouldn't mingd the rest. I would take
o mealer if 1 got a good ¢hance."

Mrs, Sampsgon had gone n trifle be-
yond the truth when she hod sald that
Jnred Lyster wns a “renl fatherly
lopking old gentleman.” Miss Semira’s
mentnl comment when she saw him
waos:

“Why, I don't belleve that he Is a
day over fifty-five,”

Miss Semira’@ own yeurs numbered
forty-five, She had expected her meal-
er to be n mun of at lenst sixty-five
nnd possibly seventy yenrs of nge, but
ghe did not volee her surprise to Mrs.
Sampson, 8he necepted the situation
In & munner thut manifested her good
gense, nnd she sald o herself :

“Thers's nothing for people to talk
about if he lsn't a8 old as I thought he
wius, 1 have lived In this town top
Jong for gnyone to goseip about me,
He certalnly I8 a very well-favored,
gentlemunly person, and there's noth-
ing In me giving him his meals that
ghould set any one's tongue to wag-
glug"

Jured Lyster wns a childless wid-
ower who had purchased n small store
{n the town. Ha was & quiet, gentie-
manly man of domestic taste who, it
must be confessed, had no intentlon of
going throngh life homeless. Like most
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men he hnd a fondness for good menls
well served nod he Mked to llve In an
atmosphere of cleanliness and order.
He found this atmosphere In Semira
Doane's pretty and well kept llttle
home, and the meals she served were
to his entire satisfactlion.

Miss Semira, on the other hand,
found the soclety of Jared Lyster to
be more ngreeable than she would have
dared confess. She would not aee
knowledge even to herself how much
she volued his presence when he hed
bheen her “menlor* for three months,
But she found herself studylog his
tnates nnd cooking the dishes she knew
he liked. She found herself also put-
ting a red ribbon bow In her halr near-
Iy every day after he had casunlly re-
murked that red was his favorite color
and that he llked to ses the little how
of red In her halr, She found her-
self watching for his coming nnd he
did not koow that she often stood he-
hind the lattlee work on her lttle
porch watching bhim out of sight. Nor
did she know what his thoughts wero
as he walked away, He did not know
how tumultously her heart throbbed
one evening at the tea toble when
he snid ns he slowly and carefully
folded his nupkin back Into tts orlginal
crenses

“Well, Miss Semirn, I think that I
must tell you that I have declded to
miake a change,”

“In your business?” she nsked with
her eyes fixed on her plate,

“Well, yes; the change I have In
mind will glve me a puartoer In my
business, But what I wins golng to
speak to yon about was a change In
| regard to my meals, It o't altogether
convenlent haviog my room in one
place and taking my menls in another.
Moreover, I do not quite like belng o
mealer,"”

"Of course, If you wish to mnke a
chiange you are at liberty to do so, X
could not promise you any hetter menls
thun I have been giving you even If
you stayed with e,

“I wouldn't want any better meals
nany place"

0, thank you."

"The wenls are all right, but I never
before wis what they cnll In this town
[ n ‘meater’ and I don't lke it. I would
honj:‘:y my meals o good deal more if
they were served by—well, by my wife,
There! Senilra, don't look so fright-
ened! It is what I have been wanting
ta say for a long time, almost from the
first meal 1 ate with you! Let me
stop being a ‘menler’ and let me be
your husband Instead.”

He huad reached across the little
table and taken her by both hands and
was looking into her foeo with shining
eyes. Her eyves met bis in 0 moment
and he must hive seen something of
hope and encourngement for him In
them, for he was by her side in a mo-
ment with his aro around her walst
and his cheek to hers,

The next dny Miss Doane received a
eall from Mrs. Sampson, who sald:

“Well, S'mira, Its turned out just the
way Sampson an’ me have been sayin'
for two months that It wonld turn out,
nn' I'm glad of it even If T have lost a
roomer, Anyhow, you galned n medler
for lfe. I wish you joy, 1 really do.”

IRON HADES IN SOUTH WALES

Molten Metal Relling Down Side of
Invisible Wall Turns Heavens
Into Great Blaze.

The first night spent by n visitor
in South Wales, In the center of the
grest lron country, I8 marked by a
wonderfol impression, says the London

Dally Mail.

In the daytime the lron works seem
only an ugly c¢luster of tall chimneys
nnd uneven roofs seen through gray
smoke, More insistent are the shrill
volees of ragged children and the hud-
dllng cottages of the workmen, at
whose doors stand careworn women
with anxlous eyes. And the dim moun-
tulns, sometimes bolf  hidden by
sweeplng ralnstorms and sometimes a
clear greenlsh color, every lonely tree
on thelr bare gides sllhouetted In a
darker huoe, foree themselves upon the
eye with the tragedy of thelr impo-
tence apgulnst the defiling hand of mun.
When one stands right beneath the
tips they stand out agalust the sky
lilke monstrous carlcatures of Bwiss
penks, There Is something about this
place desolate and infinitely depress-
ing,

But at night when all I8 dark the
aky Is suddenly lit with a red glare.
From the window the stranger sees a
ruddy lght tonching the bllowing
clouds and gllmmering away to black-
ness between them, He sees roofs and
chimneys standing out In startling
solldity ngainst the flaming baek-
ground ; the furnaces are opened, and
It 15 ns thoongh the ld of hell were
lifted. -Then, on top of one of the
tips, but appearing as though isolated
In the sky, comes a stream of brilllant
ll.u[r.l rolling down the side of the ine
visible wall lo molten fire.
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Hospital for War Boots,

The war girl Is again setting new
records in o factory near the eust end
of London, Here, however, It s not
shells, but boots which she Is turning
out, It is more like a surgery for
boots than a factary becuuse, within
40 minutes, a palr of boots from Flan-
ders thick with mud and hardly
recognizable are completely restored
to strength and soundness; The boots
ure scrubbed ln warm water, dressed
with ecnstor oll, the heel snd tup 1s
stripped off, then the outer skin of
the upper part ia taken off with a ma-
chine lovented during the war., The
sole and heel are renewed, the whole
blocked Into shape and fnally restain-
o, pollshed and made ready for use
agaln In the army; all in 40 migotes
About 800 girls are working In this
boot hospltal

Helerr fé&?‘@om

O ATTAIN nuation-wide fome while
still In the “tecns,” at the same thime
nequiring o salury equal to or larger
than that of the president of the
United Sigtes—payuble not In stuge
money but In renl coln of the reuhin
—mny be sald to be quite some
fear. Such a fent, however, has
been ncecomplished In the very re.
cent st by gevernl young wormen.,
That the young wolnen In guestion

are “movie” stars goes without saying, of course,

18 such n thing would be hmpossible in any other

field of endeavor,

Thut the romnnce that surrounded the mush-
roomlike developmoent of the motlon-pieture Indus-
try has not all been dissipated since It has been
pliced on a modern business husis, is shown by the
ftorles of thege young sturs who have risen to
fame and fortune almost overnlght. While they
have suceerded, of course, hundreds of others,
treading the spme path, hoave falled, but that Is
another side of the pleture. The world 1s not In-
terested In fallures, It s Interested In those who
have “made good" under unusunl clrenmstances,

It seems probable that some of the lending
“movie" sturs of today mny hove hod to tell o
tiny fib or two to escupe the clutches of the min-
lons of the law whose duty 1t Is to enforce the
child labor regulutions, for ome of those who are
now in the very center of the spotlight are still
far from that age which they must attain, accord-
ing to the fictlon of the law, before they are cup
nble of manuging thelr own affalrs,

The ense of Begsie Love, one of the most recent
vouthful stars to flash Into view In the “movie”
firmament, 1s typieal of that of several others who
have gnined frme nnd fortune In the past year or
two. Just o little more than n yénr ago this yonng
stir wns just “Sweet sixteen” and still a pupll in
the Los Angeles high sehool. She ndmits now that
while she pored over her books her thoughts were
slsewhere. She dreamed of the time when she
might hecome a “movie” star, hut she did not know
then how soon her dreams were (0 come frue,

1f she hodn't had tonsilitls and had to stop
studying, Miss Love would not have been out of
high school yet, but the doctor snid “no more
gehool for o while,” and that dictum resulted in
Miss Love becoming a stur nhnost in the twinkling
of an eye. Of course she did not become o star
the first day she visited a studio, and she worked
hard before she reached the top, but her period
of probation was p short ope, and it was only a
few short weeks, nfter she first went timidly to a
studio 1n Hollywood, the center of the motlon-ple-
ture Industry in Los Angeles, und was given a trigl
as an extra, that she was playing leads with such
getors ne William 8. Hart, Douglas Failrbanks und
De Wolf Hopper. Then it wns but n step to the
point where It was “Bessie Love In ——" when
the pletures In which she played came out. She
& now & full-fledged star, appearing o her own
plctures and stlll she is only seventeen.

Through 1t all, Miss Love hus remained un-
spolled. She 15 still the modest and unaffected girl
of sixteen., Nelther she nor her mother, who al-
wiys travels with her, seems to think that It s
anything uwnusual for a girl just past seventeen to
be earning as much mopey ns the president of the
United States. Mrs, Love 1ells how Bessle used
to sit up In her high chalr end discuss elvie mpt-
ters and religion and musgic at the age of six, and
of how they had plnnmed that she should be &
schooltencher,  “And here she s a film actress,”
fnys the mother; “but her heart was sot on It and
1 belleve thit one only does well that which one
loves to do.” And Bessle declores that she loves
her work In the movies,

Then there 15 Mury Miles Minter, who Is not yet
sixteen, nnd s sald to be the youngest of all stars
raentving the amount of money which 1s pald to her
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In sulory ench week, Unlike Dessie
wusg ralsed Lo n grease-palnt wimosphers,
er plnying with mnny
the days when she was but o tot.
first nppenrnnce on the stoge when she was €o
small that she was still taklog paps fo the truy
of her mother's trunk In the dressing roon, A few
Foars ngo Miss Minter went Into the “movies” and
she Immediately beenme n slar, She Is suld now
to be drawing a faliulous salary.

Miss Minter, like Miss Love, has none of the up-
gtage atmosphere ubout her that wany of the mo-
tlon pleture sturs decumulate when thelr salarles
begin to erawl foto the fve-figure eyele. She s
still n merry, unsophisticated ehild, anxious to sue-
cecd In her pletures: but brim full of vivacity and
freedom of her youth und reluctant to come into
the age when she will have to put up her holr and
wenr long dreésses,

She loves her work, but dislikes very much the
orilenls of shopping for clothes, hnving her pletures
taken for personal photogruphs and belng come
pelled to dress up for compuny.

Miss Mitter gives severul hours a day to her
tutor, who reads constantly with her young charge,
Thus her educntion Is fur beyond that of wost girls
of her age. for her appetite for knowledge often
keeps her tutor working nights to keep up with
her., Bhe 18 especinlly fond of poetry und loves to
guther nbout her an audlence of chilldren to whom
she tells wondrous fairy tales.

June Caprice |8 another filin star who has had a
meteoric cureer. In March, 1610, she wos atrentd-
Ing school every day In Arlington, Mass, In Mureh,
1017, she was one of the best-known and most
popular of film stars. The story of the Intervening
twelve months reénds Hke n puge from the Arablon
Nights.

Toward the end of that first eventful March a
motion pleture magnate happened to be in Boston
on n business trip. He wus on the lookout for new
pleture materinl,  Consequently he kept his eyes
moreg thun usually wide open. As he was riding
down Huntington avenue one day he saw o pretty
LUtle golden-hnired girl walking along by herself,
He lustructed his chnufeur to follow her,  The
result waus ihat he met her at her home in Arling-
ton., He also met her parents there, He told them
his plan. They ngreed. A week Inter June Ca-
price was In New York,

The scheme was this: Little June, seventeen
years old, h'nu to come to New York to submit to
o film “test.” If this proved that she photographed
half a8 beautiful ns she looked in the flesh, June
was to be sturred, It dido't matter whether she
could aet; the directors would teach her that, But,
8 0 mutter of faet, June had always had theatrical
ambitions nud had spent woany wmoments In ama-
teur acting. So she knew a great deil nbout the
art before she began,

When Migs Caprice arrived In the blg clty for
the first tie, she was tuken to o fashlonable girls'
school on West Seventy-=econd street, There she
made her hotve during the first year of her life in
New York,. Eanch morning she would study, each
ufternoon she would work In the studios, and nt
night she wus early to bed, wedry from the day’s
tasks. Now she !5 a real honest-to-goodness star
with a great big salary.

Ruth Clifford, who 18 now In the class of high-
salaried stars, violated all feminine truditions by
pretending to be older than she really was when
she was pleked out from a blg bunch of “extras™
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vits unnble to make the lun,, trip to
Californin 1o order to perform the nocessa ¥

mality nt the thne o contruet was m'-ie-l to 1'n
Nttle netress, but she just conldn’t walt to become
i regulor member in good standing of one of the
Inrgest film manufucturing concerns In the uni-
verse, So she did her best to ndd eubits to her
stuture by taking thought, and earried herself
with =uch n gruce and stotely benring that she
really might have succeeded o getting sway with
It, However, when the formul,
ment, with s
“wherens'

legnl-looking docu-
"partles of the first part” and
undl “do herehy " and nll the othey
qualot phraseclogy which is necessary to make a
promise really binding, was lold out before her awnd
she took her pen in hand to slgn owny her services,
her courage falled., With nervous haste she de-
clured her replly Insignificont number of yeurs,
and the contrnet had to walt untll mother could
wake the trip to Callfornin after all

Success did not come so easlly to Miss Flelen
Ferguson, although she 18 now o star ot sisteen.
Miss Ferguson says that muoch patience, cournge,
persistency and hard work were reguived before
she got 4 start. She now looks upon her first ef-
forts to get a trinl as n Joke, but It wus not so
miuch of & joke then

“1 visited the studlio every day It wns open for
four months," lnughed Miss Ferguson.  “They
wouldn't even give me a chance until one dny, in
i conrtroom scene they hod one vaeant chalr, They
had pressed Into service stoge hands und every-
ope else obtalnable to il other seuts und finally,
In desperation, the director grabbed tne for the
Inst chalr,

“That wns the

HETeY,

heglin Ir]l.. I muide

good ns n
courtroom speciator, so 1 got extrn work from
time to thme untll finudly I wos o ‘regular ™

Aliss Ferguson belleves perfect
grentest nsset of an actress, therefore sho taboos
Inte hours and exercises regulnrly In a Eyminn-
slum bullt especlally for her in her home,

*T want to look 48 young at thirty as 1 do now,™
explalned the Hitle actress. “The only way 1 can
do that is to safegunrd wy henlth, 1 retire every
night nt 9:350 o'cloek.”

Miss Margaritn Fischer {s a youthful star who 1s
not satisfied with the snceess which she hus al-
rendy attalned, but belleves In working hard all
the time in un effort to improve her work. She
takes life seriously In spite of the faet that most
of her pictures do not indicnte it, Miss Flscher's
chief nid in the work which she does ut home 1y
her mother. When she reaclies home after o
busy afternoon In the studio, her mother has hér
mnll all sorted out for her, und after dinner she
retires to her study, where she lovks ufter the
answering of an lmmense corresponaence. And
ufter the letters ure out of the way, she EOes over
the pluns for her next day's work.

“Co-operation of the star and the director is
abmlutely necessary for the making of better ples
tures," she says. “1 give an hour eyery evening
to golng over the work and thinklng out better
ways to submit to the director, For you eannot
allow yourself a moment's let-up, if you are am-
bitlous to do good work oo the screer

henlth 18 the
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LESSON

(By B. O, BELLERS, Acting Direot
the Sunday SBchonl Course of the
Hible Institute, Chicago)

(Copyright, 1217, Westery

LESSON FOR JANUARY 6

JOHN PREPARES THE WAY FOR

w of
Moody

Newapntiet Unton. )

JESUS,
LESBON TEXT-Mark 1:1-1L
GUOLDEN TEXT-Hehold the Lamb of

God, ths !11\1-151 away the sin of the
worlt.—John 1:5

PRIM ‘\I \ MEMORY VERBE-Thon
shnlt call his name Jesus: For it 1s he
that shall suve hils peoplé from thelr sine
~Mnatt, 1:£

INTE DIATE, EENIOR AND
ADULT "IC—=Horalds of the king

A ".\i‘ MATERIAL FOis
'T'l' ACHT 1 Ten, 4N:0&6: M 2:1-3: Lulke

- \Iutl 2:1-17; Luke ‘.s t-4; Joho

The first lesson for this venr mnrks
the Introduction of The
form series of
School Lessnns,

Tmproved Uni-
Sundny
Thie serles hng growst
years of fronk discus-
the pires
posed loss

to ocon=erve the

Internntionnl

out of several
glon and mtntion of many pro-
It Is an effort
benefits of the
form system of lessons with the

on sthemes,
uni-
tlesire
to adapt the le thoronghly
e possibile to the modern pedagogical
Idea of graded instruction for the vari-
ous departments of the school: an
attempt to provide for the whole school
a8 thorough nnd s teachable a unl-
form lesson luen as possihle.

Special toples and speclal memory
and addittonnl sceriptural mn-
teriol have been designnted wherever
It lins béen devmed possible whereby
to make the lestone more helpful to

HEONY N8

Yeérses

|r_}z’- puplis of rent  depnriments.
It I1s the bLeginning of an eight-year
ecyele, chosen with the view first, of
Inegrporuting  severdl short topleal
courses In addition to the usual geries
on the chronological basls, and sec-
ond the committee hnd In mind the
desirnblllty of more frequent survey

of the entire Bible with varying meth-
approgch than is possilile uniler
n six-years cycle. Floanlly, to har-

wls of

monlze In the perlod of the cycle the
newly ndopted quodrenninl conven-
tions of the Internationnl Bundny

Belhool nssipclutlon.  Where no tople,
memory or additlonul materinl
| 1s Indlented for Inter-depurtments of
| schools, It 18 Intended that uniform
mnterial should be cmployed for such
departments,

Oceasionnlly the general title nnd

Vérse

lesson maoy be found te be more help-
ful thon the speclal topicg or addl-
tionn] material as Indicnted for a glv-
en department. Suniday school lend-
| ers frunkly acknowledge that this new
plan 1s an experiment, It 15 hoped,
however, thut the long continued con-
[rovorsles over grailded lessons, extrae
bibllenl materinl and pnlform lessons
may find o solution in this newer plap,

Mark's Gospel pictures Jesus ns the
gervint: therefore, It makes no refer-
ence whatever to his geneilogy., The
| key-word to this gospel 1s the word
“stralghtway.,” which Is used more

than forty thmes, and it Is n sugges-
tlon ns regards the obedlence of &
servant.

I. Introduction (vv. 1-8). The be-
ginning of the gospel I8 meant the
beginning of the blessed story gs told
by the evangellst, Mark. Note It 1s o

fulfilment of prophecy (Mol 8:1; Tsn.
B0:3), Mark Is here more particular-
ly referring to Isalnh., This is the

period In the Ufe of Christ between
his temple experlence and the day of
\hls baptism, when he first entered
publically into the real history of
| Israel. Jesus must needs huve n hers
| ald, even as an earthly kKing Is ap-
nounced hefore his arrival.  Christ
himself is the lvilng word (John 1:1),
though the volee which announces him
|¢ the voice of n mun—John the Bap-
tiger, The buptism of John wus unto
repentance und the remission of sins,
It must not be copfused with Christian
boptism. Some Interssting questions
arise ns to the life of Jesus before
this event—Uhis religions hablts (Luke
4:16) ; lis attitude toward the word
of God and its prophecies (Luke 4:17-
21); the work he had been dolng In
Nazareth (Mark 6:3).

Il. The Baptizer. (vv. 490), To
know what kind of a mun John wis,
we must look up Mark 1:6 and Mutt.
8:4. His religious convictions are in-
teresting nlso, They were n matter
of his heart (Loke 3:8), a thing of
his dudly life (Luke 3:10). He was o
wnn who held to a strict mornl stand-
nrd (Mark 6:18). His method and his
MessnEe were a4 protest unil n warn-
Ing aus well ax 0 preparation. Repent-
nnee 18 pot remission of sin ([ Joha
1:4), John demanded “frult” which
should wccompany repentance (Mutt.
4:8 9), IHis messuge wns not ne-
tlonnl but Individonl and his sugges-
tion (Mot 83:10-12) of future punlsh-
ment for wrong-doing Is only exceeded
by the words of our Lord himself,

11, The Baptism (vv. 10, 11). Bap-
tlsm Is wlwnys an emblem, o symbol.
(Sve Matt, 8:11; Luke 3:0; Muork 1:83
Bom, 6:4) It 15 & public identifica~
tion, a public consecration and confes-
sion of falth. Jesus Christ himself
took the plece of sinners (II Corm.
§:21).

While this lesson is a lesson of the
herald who preceded our Lord, who
came (o prepare the way and to usheyr
in his kingdom, =till there is the other
slde which we cannot forget, and Ia
tenching this lesson we must ;
size, the charncter of the king whom
John cume to berald
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