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volselessly the minn with a bent wire
mrettietd the ghte of a renr court, can-
Lioyaly b crossed the stone-payed yvarl,
e gianeed up at the handsome mun-
niviing before hitm, Tt was dark
1 deserted looking. The Intruder
wnhlind Tor a tool In his pocket, pughed

alig

bacte n door and wis within (e house,
Hurglar BNl Dorsew, If vyou ploase—

I yernoid It did not loak that waw,

h il ernfty tricks 1

foree and professionnl

il sorted to the utmaost, he was in- |

oliild as to the notion

arrl
nal

e in view i thus breaking into
' Mpse ol Phelr Seth Tayne,

" groped his wov withont & mis
ilep down o corrldor and up o dight
it sfules, Tor he had pursued that
wirse only 4 week ugone—and hnd
got dway with the swag ! In hls pocket

e present moment Iay that snme
pinadier, n  dinmond-Jeweled wrist

h, a pearl neckines,
He ¢ould
thronugh a keyhole,
*Thunder!™ BT expressoed voleeless-
ly. Then he took another peep. He
sk hove guffuwed, for the man with-
in nhis view, kneeling in front of a sale,
ad on the floor beside him o hammer,
& ohtsel nnd n serow driver.  Bill could

two valunhle
lght coming

rings, see a

them, |
“Now, then, for & confab™ he ob
| served, as they finnlly reached the
atraat,
“Where shall we go?™
"Oh, some gnlet restanrant® s=alll
BIll, *aoywhere except a  drinking

locnted the pigeon hole Indicnted and
pulied it open,

“Is that (t7" he questioned, drawing
ont a greon onvelope,

“Yes, It must ber
Ridgely.

“Gather up your truck, then, and let
e et ot of here while the getting Is
good™  observed Bil tersely, He
closed sand  reélocked the safe. He
placed the restored frults of his former
visit In the eabinet where he hind orvigl-
nally found them,
lon from the place and left no troces

sald  Arthar

of the double nightly visitation behind |

jolnt, Those are the traps that led
e to become what T was, Now, then,
let's have the dope.” he ndded ten min-
utes Inter, a8 he and the strange new
friend he hnd made were septed In a
secluded corner of an enting room.

“T am Arthnr T 1

companion promptl

" gpoke Bill's
v, “repsonohly well
off and engngidd to marry a hesutifal
voung indy. The

man whose house we
vistted tonfeght admiced her, demanded
her hand In marringe. Heor father was
an old nsiness ps=oncinte; The other
held a grent power dver the father of—
oh, T will speenk her name, Angeln, The
possession of 4 doctment In that green
envelape ennblid (ts hiolder to disgrace,
perhaps imprison An s fnther. To
broken heartodly she
turned me adeift, snerificing horself to
save her father

“The futher had gone wrong, eh?
submitted Bill bluntly, |

“Not In a erlminn! sense, Tn order
thitt n Inrge but faillng business might
hé reorganized, he took upon himself
the risk of an Irregularity. He saved
the business and no real wrong was
done. That wos years ago. I learned

rvnde the same,

nor refrain a chuckle nt the sight of | the truth from his lIawyer, who hns vis- |

his kit

A rival'" he muttered—"but an amn-
e Being sincerely reformed. it is
my duiyx to lend this novice out of the
lowaward path, Hello, palt*

With the hearty salutntion, Bl
prossed apen the door and stepped Into
thy room. The other, a young, hand-
kv man of perhaps  twenty-five,
mudde a dive for a coat pocket. Bill
pui up the hand of wvigorous remon-
WM&t |

Don't deaw a gun, pardner,” he sub-
mitted, *T'm n yegg, too."

[T

[ nm not,” declured the other,
“Whnt dre you dolng here, then?
interrogated Bill polotedly,
“I am trylug to get Into that safe,
"I see—hut you won't, with those
Hnrpenler’s tools”
“Chan yon'?" pressed the other.
asserted  Bill  promptly,

‘Bather"
"That's nothing but n cheap old box, I
can open it on the combination alone."

™o It and T will pny you any price
you urged the young mnan.

"I you helong here?" asked Bill,

“WNot at all"

Broke In, like mysalf?

“y

sk,

ps—there wns nn open window, so
you might say that”

“Sorey,™ sakd RBil
slowly, “but, ns 1
fornml I've promised Kate, the |
girl in the world, to never
furn n irlek agoin and T mean to keep
my promise.

shaking his head
told you, I've re-

s ptogt

“Then what nre you dolng here
naw T amazesdly  Ingquired the other,
who wns Arthur Ridgely, and s re-

wpectalile member of socloty, and an
honoit pian, and free from golle as a
fittel, bt he did not tell Bill this—yet,
exelalmed RUL Blantly, “T
rame hees to return what I took

aAwWny

n wealh aga" and he exhibited the
parkst It was my last rald.  Kate
st she'l never marry me unless T

pue it ek whore T found it, we'll say
#4 ovidence of my good falth in re-
foeming.”

“I see, T see” murmured young
Ridgely slowly, ns if struck by the
odlelity of the sltuntion. “You are a
goodd mnn and T see the hand of des.
tiny (n my thus meeting you, T eéame
heee Hke n thief In the pight. T made
myself amenghle to the penalty for
housebreaking. but Influenced by a
puee anid holy motive,”

“T hinpe sald
“Twn you prove [t

“¥es, T onn. If you will open that
sufe. (n the left-hand plgeonhole of
the uypper row yon will flad o green
wivelope, It 18 of no value, but im-
mensely harmful to Innocent, soffer-
ing victlma. To get that paper means
the froedom, perhaps the life of n rep-
utablas citlzen, the happiness of an In-
nocent, beputiful girl just budding Into
womaliood,  Man, glorify the refor-
matlon yoa boast of, by dolog a deed
fhat will bring you blessings yonr
whola life through "

Why, von talk like n story bhook.*
sakd Bl “Say, I'm interested. A
reluine romance.”

“And a tragedy—unless T get thot

g0," Bill dublously,

paper.”
“All right,” nodded BIL definitely,
after 2 moment of thought. “I'll help

you out. Here's the bargnin. T open
that safe. 1 take out a green envelope,
fthing more, You are not to touch n
single thing. We leave here and you
convines me that you need that enve-
tape for a good purpose before I part
with "

“Agreed—oh, gladly! gladly !" spoke
the youong man with engerness,

“Btaud aside and keep quiet,” and
Bill got on hiy knees before the safe.
The other watched him with mingled
nuxiety and admiration. Bill, expert
thut he was, focused his acute senses
of touch and Learing upon the combi-
nation  disk. Click'—the * tumblers
graled, the steal door moved, Bl

pufied it open. ‘There was bold, bank he could be found. “Schmidt?' he re.
nates, bully securities o view, butlplied. “Oh, he died

bt paseed

| those T love.'

them by as dross. Bill | business two mouths :

ﬂW’;._‘-’.J_"l r)' Z P —

ited the wretch who held the doen.
ment, saw It, noticed where he put It
In the safe, Now hls fangs are deawn,
and oh! the relief. the happiness for |
“Take 1£," sold Bill impulaively, and
handed the gréen envelope to Arthur
Ridgely. '
“I want your nddress” sald the lat-
ter, fuirly trembling with emotlon, |
"My clty one changes tomorrow, for
I am going to get married nnd leave for |
R pretty little place In the country,” |
and Bill gave the details a8 to name |
and loeation, |
One month later Bill was whistling
a cheery tune In the rear yard of his
new home, and his happy-faced wife
was singing as she bent over the wash-
tub under a flowering cherry tree, Ab-
ruptly an antomoblle turned from the
road, halted and Arthur Ridgely sprang
out.
“Diear friend

eried the exuberant

young mun, selzing Bill's hand In a |
fervor of Joy. “We haven't forgotten
you."

“My wife,” spoke Bl proudly, nod-

line.

“Two bhrides! Angela,” called Ridge-
ly, and she alighted from the machine, |
“Good friend, indeed!™ she cried to
Bill. “You darling!" she directed at
Mrs. Dorsey, ns she threw her arms
nround her neck nnd kissed her. |

“Tou look very happy here, Mr. Dor-
key," obs=erved Ridgely.

“Huoppy!" cried his buxom wife,
“He's whistling nt his work all day
long and I have to sing to keép from
crylng for Joy."

“It's Just pnradise,” declored BRIl
“We've got n lease on the little plnee
for ten dollars & month and a promlse
of the use of five acres adjolning.”

“You needn't pay any more rent,"
sald Ridgely, and he extended a folded
document, l

“What's that?" questioned Bill,

“It's a deed to the house unid lot |
and the five acres, free and clenr—a |
belated wedding present, Angela's and
mine,” was Arthur Ridgely's reply.

Can't Beat the Kiddies.

Children are the original kecpers of
the shrine of humor, suys a writer in
the Washington Star,

I have an lutellectual friend, who |
hus andlyzed h-wem-o-r from h to .
and kinows more about it than real
phllogophers. He says humor is based
on cruelty, or Incongruous happenings
und a Inck of reason.

The reason children are always say-
Ing funny things is beeause they are
often eruel and do not renson, he says,

I don't believe all humor 15 summed
up g0, but certdinly the followlng scrap
of conversation overheard the other
duy would tend to bear out his state-
ments :

Two small girls were “playing house”
In an apoartment house hall,

“Good mornlng, Mrs, Jopes, I just
came over to see you,” suld Mrs, Smith
(seven years old),

HOh, T'm so glad to see you," replled
Mra. Jones (elght yeurs old). “How
urea vou '

“Oh, Mrs. Jones, I'm In such trou-
ble" sighed Mrs. Smith. “Mr. Smith
Just died.”

“Thut's too had,” ecommiserated Mrs,
Jones, “Poor Mrs, Smith!"

“But the funeral Isn't until three
o'elock,” sald poor Mrs. Smith, “so
we've plenty of time to go to the movie
show.,"

When He Quit.

A woman having occasion to go to
a smull cleaning and dyelug establish-
ment, where she had not been for
some months, was gurprised to find
tho store occupled by an entirely dif-
ferent loe of business, Golog luside,
#he mnsked the new shoplecper why
Sehmidt had moved anway und where

and went out of
*

BII led his eompans |

ding to the smiling lady at the clothes- | k
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HLARRY MHIGHLANDERS
NYEAR YPRES

By EARLE HOOKER EATON.
F A MAN wants to fight nowadays
there Is no reason why he should
oot he nceomnoduted. The Unit-
el States Is not only a vast re-
crulting camp for its own armies,
but Great Brituin is engaged in &
strenuous cumpalgn to get every
\ Britsher and Canadian In the
United Bintes to volunteer for
service under the Britlsh flag.
This work Is belng done pend-
Ingz the outeoms of internationnd
negotintions at Washington which,
will permit the Britlsh and Ca-
nadian recruiting mission under the leadership
of Brig. Gen. W, A, White, (. M. G to draft every
Britisher and Canadinn now residing in the United
Stateg, and the United States to draft EVEry one
of Itz cltizens who lives In Great Brituin or
Canuadln,
This & a

I consatinnn ted

very Important matter, particularly
for the Britishers and Canndinns, bochuse thers
nre gt lenst 200,000 of them over whom (1d Glory
wnves, and the names and addresses of at least
170,000 of them are known to Genernl White and
s staff becnuse they have been taken from the

druft records: of the United States, Many of
these nre coming forwnrd every day of thelr own

neecard. but the recruiting mission wants every
mun of them who ls physienlly it to volugteer |'-n—r
the Hriti=sh or Cansdian armies, About 14,000
ive alrendy gone loto these armies, and In one
nonth reconutly over half of the recrults secured
‘or the Canndinn expeditionary forces came from
he T'nited Stntes,

When Brigndier General White asks a maon to
fight he doesn’t ask him to do any more than he
has done himself., Fle Is an officer In the regular
wriny of Great Britain, and that he lost no time
himself in getting into the fray is shown by the
fact that he reached Belglum about August 8,
1014, o few days after the war was declared, and
got Into dction almost Immediately. He hnd gen-
eral charge of the rear guard actlons from Monos
to the Marne, In which & small British army ma-

]ﬁ’ineapples CatchCrop

Although pineapples nre grown rather exten-
sively In the Stralts Settlements, the canolng of
this fruit belng one of the most flourishing of the
minor industriesz, there nppenrs to be little definlte
lnformation avallghle as to the aoreage and actunl
production In the different localitles, according to
Consul Harry Camphell, detalled ns vice consul
at Singapore, Strolts Settlements,

Plnenpples are for the most part ralsed as a
eateh erop In eonnection with rubber plantations,
since they can be grown very enslly and with little
cost between the rubber trees during the frst
two or three yenrs of thelr growth. This pro-
cedure hus been especinlly attractive to plauters
(mostly Chinese) having small holdings on the
1sland of Singapore, ns It sfords the planter an In-
come during the years that the rubber trees are
coming Into bearing while proximity to the cane
nlng foctories of Singapore mokes the marketing
simple and Inexpensive,

It ts esthnnted thut about 2,000 aeres of pine-
apples were planted on rubber estates on the
tslnnd of Singnpore In 1916, Any definite figures
18 to nerenge In other parts of the peninsula are
not avallable, but it appears that the Industry In
the Federnted Malny states 18 not Important, be-
tng Umited almost entirely to small plots for local
murket purposes,

The valoe of the exports of pineapples from the
Stealts Setflements during 1018 was $2,508,010

aac mid

terinlly
Gernnn

alded
hordes
possible the

the French in holding back the
under General Von Kluck nnd
made great victory at the Mnarne
planned by General Joffre,  After fightlug In
France and Belglum for almost two years, General
White wus raken severely (1 with appendicitis,
and after two operations was Invallded to Amer-
len on his present recruiting misslon.

Anyone who Is familiar with the rearguard nc-
tlons fought by the British between Mous and
the Murne—henrt-breanking nctions in which the
hrave men involved, although vastly outnumbered
by the ariny Germany had been getting ready for
years, were pructically ealled upon bo saerifice
themselves so that Joffre could have time to fully
prepare for his wonderful and successful hlow
agalnst Von Kluck's lank—knows that every Brit-
Isher, frow general to private, did the full mens-
nre of his duty to his country and to civillzation,
and that thousands of them pald for that duty
with their blood or with thelr lives,

Iuspired by euchi experiences, It |8 no wonder
*hat Genernl Whire {8 a bit Impatient with the
Britisher or Canadian who has been under the
protecilon of the British flag for venrs, who has
enjoyed the lberty and the various advantages
elnlted by those lving or clulming the rights of
those living under that flag, and yet who declines
to ¢ome forward of his own volition and help
Great Briteln, France nand the United States win
a war, the ableet of which {8 “to make the world
siufe for demoerpcy.”

Several months, no doubt, will pass before the
eonventions providing reciproeal deaft privileges
are approved by the United States senate and
arrnngements are perfected for making the draft
effective, The renson the United States sennte
must frgt pnss on the conventions is hecause ex-
{sting treaties between the United States and
Girent Brimin are to be changed somewhat by
them,

Omne odd phase of the situntion and one that
enuses some confusion, 18 the different age period
of the draft In the Unlted States, Great Britaln
and Canada, Britlshers from elghteen to forty-
one may be drafted, Canadians between twenty
and thirty-four, and citizens of the United States
between twenty-one and thirty-one. Stll nonother
odd phoase 18 the first papers propositicn. The
United States draft nuthorities clulm every Brit-
fsher and Canndlan who has taken out first nntur-

llzatlon papers, but these men are all regorded

us Britlsh subjects by the British government and
a8 such uot only at lHberty to volunteer but sub-
Ject to the British and Canadian draft provisiona

a8 soon as they become efféctive in the Unlted
‘Btutes,

Dritishers inUnited

es (alled to (olors

The United States and Breitish governments,
however, nre working In harmony In this some-
what complleated Internationn] matter because,
nfter all, ko long as o men fights it does not make
a great deal of difference whether he goes “over
the top™ under the British flag or the Stars and
Stripes, The main proposition 1s (o ses that he
gets Into the firing line in one army or the other
and doea "hls bit" agnlust the Pruossian wmilitary
nutocracy,

It {4 nn army axiom that three men nre needed
hehind the lines to keep one soldier In a front
line tremch ready to go over the top, BMen who
fight muat be bucked by men who work, and ex-
perts in all sorts of trades are needed. The Brit
ish and Canadlan recrulting mission, for exnmple,
is now in urgent need of bincksmiths, boat build-
erd, carpenters, caulkers, drillers, frame lLenders,
heavy tlmbermen, platers, platers’ helpers, plle
drivers, quuarrymen, riggers, riveters nnd thelr
mates, senmen, shipwrights, shipyard wachinists
und stevedores,

The navernge mnn of fifty-six thinks thht no
one wants him for war purposes, but he Is mis-
taken. Let “old Doctor Osler" take notice that
the DBritish government thinks that a man of
fifty-six, provided he knows his business, 1s well
worth acquiring for Its service in the Royal ILm-
perinl Engineers, This corps offers n speclal open-
ing to men between fifty-one and fifty-six, and to
younger men who are highly skilled or medically
unfit for general servies, but who are fit to earry
on thelr trode occupation. They are being en-
listed for the doration of the war, and rank from
privites to sergeants, a private receiving 70 cents
per doy, n lance corpornl 84 cents, a second cor-
poral §1, a corpora! $1.08 and a sergeant $1.28,
goparation allowances being pald to dependents.
The Canndian paririotic fund also gives an nl-
lowanee to dependents who reside In Canada.

Forty clerks sare st work In the New TYork
offices of the Britlsh and Cansdien recrulting
mission on a coard Index system covering the
names of every Britlsher and Canadian of draft
age In the United States, and Brigadier Genernl
White hus already sent a strong letter to 100,000
of them explaining why they should volunteer,
asking them to volunteer or tell him thelr reasons
why they do not do so, and eénding with the per-
tinent query: "Will you not do your part, a man's
part, In this great cause?"

The most Interesting war relle ever seen in
Amerien will be used In General White's great
recrulting campalgn, This relle I1s none other than
the tank Britannla, which has alréady been seen
In New York and Canadn, but is sl a decided
novelty to people all over the United States. The
Pritannin 18 a genuine British tank, and has seen
service on the Flanders front. When It firet ap-
peared upon the sireets of New York, It caused
a grent sensatlon as It lnmbered along Fifth ave-
nue, and later on was the biggest hit at the Hero
Land bpznar. An extensive itinernry hans been
nld out for the tank and Its erew of veterans,
geversl of whom bear wounds recelved In the
gervice, This novel land battleship carries six
machine guns, and is an awe-dnspiring sight as it
moves over rough country and deep ditches with
the same ense and speed It shows whoen It atincks
the German trenches on the French front.

His Only Chance

It was an old situatlon. Mother went through
the pantry, and found that son had been at the
layer enke., She slghed, assumed her severe look,
and went back Into the Hving room.

“Itobert,’” she sald, “didn't T tell you not to
touch that enke without asking permission? And
didn't 1 tell you that yon couldn't have any cake
Just before meal time?

“Yes'm."

“Then why did you tnke some coke withont
asking permission?*

“Because I wanted some cake Just before meal
time"

His argument was flawless, whatever |s sald
about his obedience.

1

SOME CONVERSATIONALIST,

The young man had talked for ten or fAfteen
minntes without a break, when the girl st the
other end of the wire Interrupted:

“Just & moment, Guy," she sald,

“What is it, Fledn?"

“I want to change the receiver to the other ear,
This one's tired," \

PROBABLE INFORMATION,

“Can you tell me what the day wore when it
wore on 1"

“Probably, judging from the recent tempers-
tures, It was & sweater,"

OUR BIGGEST YEAR
IN FOREIGN TRADE

European Conflict Responsible for
America’s Unprecedented
Business.

ASSUMES ANEW PHASE

Uncle S8am’s Participation In Hostill
ties Creates Slogan of “Win
the War Rather Than Win

Profits."”

“The event of transcending Impor
tance to the forelgn trade of the couns
try durlng 1017 was the entrance of
the United Stntes Into the war,” de-
clares Burwell 8, Cutler In his fiest un-
nunl report as chief of the buredu of
forelgn and domestle commerce of
Uncle Bam's department of commerees,

“From the beginning of the war to
the time of our entrance Into I1," con-
tinues Mr. Cutler, “the business of the
American manufacturer and exporter
wus to mnke the most of new oppor-
tunities in the markets of nonbellig-
erent countries, to tuke wize pnd need-
ful gteps in preparation for teade after
the war, and to gell munitions and sup-
plies to the belligerents.

“These were legitimate activities,
They were vital to the Industrinl e
of the natlon. But when we entered
the war, the perspective changed.
Trade with our war assoclates assumed
a new, a different, n much greater slg-
nifleance In our eyes, It became pri-
marlly a means of winning the war
rather than of winning profits. It bes
came n link between the greatest store-
house In the world and the European
natlons with whom we had cast our lot
In the world struggle. .

Prospects for Future,

“Our attitude toward the markets in
nonbelligerent countries has also
changed ns a matter of course. Trade
with them must now be conducted with
o careful and patriotie deferéence to
the successful progecution of the war.
Preparations that we make to hold our
place In those markets and to expand
our, opportunities must be made for
the time being with strict reference to
policies which govern our politieal re-
lations. However, It s confldently ex-
pected that our trade with South
Americn, the far East, South Africa,
nnd with Australia will not be too se-
rlously interfered with and that we
may reap In the future the benefits of
having cultivated those markets so as-
slduously nnd Intelligently during the
pust few years.

“Important as it is that we hold our
own ndvantage In these and other mur-
kets we must not lose sight of the fact
that all such advantages are likely to
disappear If we do not come out of the
war victorlously."

Greatest Foreign Trade.

The report reviews in an exhaustive
manner the forelgn trade of the coun-
try during the flscal year ended June
80, 1917, which it refers to as “our
grentest year In forelgn trade,” The
statisties are arranged to show the
growth of trade month by mooth since
1913, so that the effect of the war may
be easily traced.

Unusual wactivities of the burean
during the year resolted from the en-
trance of the United States Into the
witr, these activitles Including the or-
ganizution of a stnfl for licensing ex-
ports, work in connection with the tin
plate conservation campuign, the col-
lection of informution concerning for-
elgn embargo legisiation, the facllita-
tion of exports of raw malerials from
Itussin, the protection of Amerlean
trade-marks In foreign countries, and
numerous others, all of which were
carried on by the regular bureau staff,
except the export license work, for
which volunteer work was nccepted
from the outside.

At the beginoing of the fiscal year
there were 18 traveling special agents
in the employ of the buresu, while at
the ciose of the year this staff hnd
been doubled. The information col-
lected by these ngents helps Amerlean
manufacturers to extend their trade
now and i8 mlso almed to help them
prepare for trade after the war,

UNCLE SAM'S RECORD CROPS

Country’s Farm Products Are Worth
$21,000,000,000 More Than in Any
Previous Year.

Many crops lave exceeded the pro-
duction of other years, while the value
of the country's furm products, with a
total estimated unofelally at $21,000,-
000,000, far exceeds any other year in
history, according to the finnl esti-
mates of production of the principal
fram crops recently announced by Un-
cle Sam's department of agriculture,
The production estimates are: Corn,
3,150, 404.000 bushels;
418,070,000 bushels ; spring wheat, 282-
T68.000 bushels; all wheat, 850,828,000
bushely; outs, 1,687.280,000 bushels:
barley, 208,075,000 bushels ; rye, 60,145,
000 bushels; buckwheat, 17,460,000
bushels; beans, 15,701,000 bushels;
kafirs, 70,866,000 bushels; onlon, 18-
644,000 bushels; cabbage, 502,700 tons ;
hops, 27,778000 pounds; cranberries,
245,000 barrels; apples, 68,208,000 bar-
rels | peaches. 45,000,000 barrels ; pears,
13,281,000 bushels; oranges, 12,882 000
boxes fluxseed, BATH000 bushels, rlce
J8.278,000 bushels; potatoes, 442.0848,-
000 bushiels; sweet potatoes, 87,141,000
bushels; hay, tame, 70,528,000 tons;
Ilt;l.:,r.:‘ ;:l:;lhlﬁ-md‘ tons; tobaceo, 1,

| pounds; sugar beets,
287,000 Luns, » %

winter wheat, -




