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VERY ordinary man can remems

ber that during his boyhood there

wag one vital point upon which

he always Insisted whenever he
wis threatened with disclpline for get-
ting inio a fight: “He began 1t 1"

Boys renllze that dustice rests upon
the question, Who was the assallant?
And almost every boy has more than
once suffered under the sting of an
ndult injustice which, declining to in-
veatigate, punished him for “fighting”
when he had been merely defending
himself. Of course, self-defense does
not conslst entirely of warding ges-
tures, for If it did it could not defend.
A person altucked must either be
beaten or take his cholce of running
away or of striking back; and If the
ussallant is the speedier, running away
is a mere postponement of belng
benten, But spectutors of n conflict
(especially If they have not noted or
comprehended Its begluning) almost
alwonys take a superior position of dis-
gusted lmpartiality. *“Brutes!" they
sny. “Fighting! They ought to be
ashamed of themselves (™

I remember such a case, A boy
friend of mine, an awkward but splr-
ited ten-year-old, was returning alone
from an afternoon’s skating when a
sturdler, shorter boy the same dge,
opposed his progress, and addressed
to him the provocative formulu, *Who
you lookin' at, you dern fool you?"
My friend replied placatively that he
wasn't looking at anything, whereupon
the stranger demanded hotly: “You
call me nothin', do you?" and, striking
him suddenly upon the mouth, suatched
his skates and turned to make away
with them,

Enter the Peacemaker,

My friend managed to trip the little

thigf, however, and the latter, rigsin,
struck out flercely, whereupon a fight
of some duration took place. It was
interrupted by an elderly pedestrian,
shocked and indignant. *“You scoun-
drels!” he sald. “Fighting! Stop 1t!"
Then for emphasis he struck my friend
A sharp blow across the face with an
umbrella, and forced his way between
the combatacts. *“But he's got my
skates!” my friend eried. “Shame!™
was the response, “If I koew your
fathers and mothers I'd see that you
were  both whipped for fighting,
Shame "
- My friend tried desperately to dodge
round the peacemaker, boping to re-
cover his skates from the other boy,
but he falled, for the elderly mnan
selzel him by the collar. “You would,
would you? Trying to get at him
again, you little beast! No, you don't!
I'll tench you to stop fNghting when I
tell you to!” Thereupon my friend
got the shaking of his life, and, though
he tried throughout this martyrdom to
convinee his shaker that he “didn't
begin " and that the other boy had
his skates, and was now ronning away
with them, he wae unsuoccessful In re-
moving the [mpression that all hellig-
erents nre wicked., “There!" sild the
eldesly man, relensing him at last; “let
me catch yon fghting agnla and M
give you a worse one! Go on home!
Get out of this neighborhood! I don't
wont to Hgten 1o yon !

8o, bloody and dlzzy, my friend went
on his way, nnd the elderly man pro-
ceeded, conviceed that he had con-
ducted Rmself in a manner beneficlal
to public morals,

What Every Boy Understands.

Now, as any boy understands that
the most Ieportant question about any
Aght is *Who started it?” so any boy
also understunds that the question
next in order and next in importance
s “Why did he start 1t¥™ Any boy
uvnderstands that a Just peace cannot
be made unless it tukes these two
qurdtions Into vitnl pecounts, and that
diseiplinary -measures pot  founded
opan them are nrbiteory and unjust
ang  wiclons, Aoy Doy understunds
thut a pesncemunker or diseiplinarian
who places hoth belligerents upon the
same plane Is not only unjust but, in
effect, stupidly portinl to the cnuse
of the gullty belligerent—for one bel-
Hgereat s guilty,

When the war began in August,
1214, all those peutrnls who wished to
understand the right and wrong of
the mutter, that thelr oplolons might
nat be unjust, begun to seek every
source of Information which might
kelp them to lenrn who started it and
why., At first—as the sources of 1ufor-
mation were not immediately at hand
—there seemed room for argument,
though oa the face of things 1t wns
apparent that Austrin first declared
0 war upog Berbiy and Germany then
declared war upon Russia and France,
We saw plaioly that Serbis bhad been
begging and squirming to avald war
and that Russin had been working for
pence, Austria nnd Germany were the
ecountries that declured war, and, of
course, uatil somebody did netually de-
clare war or actually muke war there
was n chance of peace,

What Documents Disclosed.

As soon as the diplomatie documents
were published we all saw—any per-
son who couid read was able to see—
that Austrin had been bent wpon war
with Serbla and that Germany bhad
waonted Austrin to make such & war,
and, under a rather careless pretext of
wishing to preserve the peace, bad
uctually prevented peacemaking on the
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| stronger agalnst her,

part of olker governments, It was
clear, too, that Rusaia had been bound
fo protect Serbla from Austrin, and
that Germany wunderstood this and
knew that Austrin's attack on Serbla
megnt war between Austrin and Rus-
#in, which nlso meant, of course, war
hetween Germany and Russin and be-
tween Germuany and France, since the
latter was Rusgin’s ally.

Nothing could huve been more sig-
nifieant than this, that Germany, belng
hergelf alrendy prepared—down to the
lnst buckle—feor immedinte war, de
clared war on Russin for the alleged
renson that Russin waos getting pro-
pared for war. We know this sort of
talk of old In n thousand trinls for
cold-blooded murder In our owa coun-
try. “Self-defense!” shouts the mur-
derer's attorney, “The decensoed made
n motion toward his hip pocket,” Ger-
many stoold with a bright new auto-
matie revolver In bnnd, and Russia
made a motion toward the hip pocket
—where there was later found a pen-
knlfe with two blades broken. “Self-
defenge,"” Germuny claimed loudly
through her attorneys, “He made a
motlon toward his hip pocket; so I
had to shoot him."

The German chancellor declared In
the relehstag that Russla made this
fatal motion toward the hip pocket In
spite of Eogland's effort to keep peace,
Russia “began it," sald the chanecel-
lor—and then a few days later nll Ger-
many began shouting that Englnnd
“began 1t!" This was when England
fulfilled her oath to Belginm, and Ger-
muny broke her own,

Evidence Grows Etronger.

The evidence went more and more
agninst Germany, and there were gome
viclous sldelights which made the case
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The German
army was sent into the peaceful little
country of Belgium, which it turned
Into a slaughterhouse, with tle owners
for vietims, and the German govern-
ment &nld that the Germun army did
this becausge It would help Germuny to
conquer France, At the same tlme the
Germans In authority told a grent
number of lies to excuse themsclves.
They sald that they knew they wera
doing a wrong thing, and that they
were brenking the law and violatlng
thelr oath; and nevertheless thoy
claimed that they were justified be-
cause the Belglans were n wicked
people and France intended spon to
behave (o respect to Belglum) as Ger-
many was behaving,  Altogether, the
trickiness and cruelty of Germany In
the Belglan matter coused our opinlons
of the Oerman government (concern-
ing who began i1) to become much
darker. Bo far as Belglom went, the
Germans were finnlly and absolutely
convicted in the plain sight of all men ;
convieted of lles a3 odions as they
were #tupld; convieted of the most
abominable, cold-blooded plotting ; con-
vieted of a selfishness not seen on earth
sinee (he seventeenth century pnd of &
cruelty not known sipee the sixteenth,

Of course, men who were capable of
these things in regard to Belglum were
of a character distinetly capuble of
having plotted the great war; and,
ns they lled nhout Belgium, they would
lle about the rest of it.

Evidence Leaves No Doubt.

Since then evidence has plled up—
evidénce not circumstantial but so di-
rect that it leaves no doubt. Thia evi-
dence Is colossal mod conclusive, and
{s almost all German. It s no longer
possible to debate the gquestion, and
the court has decided—the court con-
sisting of the nntlons of the world.
That court found that Germans plotted
to dominate the world and declded and
attempted to kill the men and women
and children of certaln other nations,
and to contioue the killing until these
patlons gubmitted to German domina-
tion, after which all remalning nations
would be compelled to submit,

It seemed incredible that there were
such ldeas left over in the twentieth
century world, but there ls no longer

¢

nny doubt of it, It Is the preposterous
but undeniable truth that there exists
n large and powerful group of Ger-
mung—prosperons people and of high
nttninment In certain specinlties—who
decided to have great numbers of sim-
ple-minded men under thelr orders go
ott nod kil thelr fellow men, and con-
tinne to kill them In order to Increase
the power of the plotters, The great
muajority of the men who did the actonl
killing would obtiln no benefit what-

of "diplomatie documents,” of kals-
erly and crown princely and govern.
mentnl and legislntive specches and
writings—a volee whose lmoort 1s a
thousnnd times confirmed, doy after
day and year after year, throughownt
this age of slnughter by the actions
of the Germans and thelr government.
Here and there n German cry of pro-
test Is heard; there s a #ound ns of
something human wailing for human-
ity on the wvast wind of Germupism,

ever for themselves, and muny of these
Germnn soldlers might have brought
little enthusinsm to thelr task If they
hod understood it, so they wore told
thnt they were fighting for the “exist-
ence” of the “Fatherland” and that
“Russin began it" and “England be-
gan it ‘

Of conrse, n government which he-
lleves In violating onths—that is, vio-
Inting the honor of the nation which
It repregents or controls—such a gov-
ernment would 1le to its own people,
(It mude Germuny a perjurer, for the
German government stundas before the
world as Germany and acts as und for
Germuny—auntil the German people re-
move i, and only by removing It cnn
Germans regnln for Germany some-
thing of lost honor.) This govern-
ment decelved its own people first
about the immedinte cnuses of the
war, then about the historleal envses
of the war, and then most yehemently
ahout the character and intentlons of
the allies oppoged to Germany,

Germany's Lies.

Is there n doubt anywhere that the
German ralers will He, In any manner
whatsoever, If they belleve the le will
result to thelr own advantage? Then
take one lie with which they have
filled Germuany: That the president of
the Unlted States and the American
congress, with the American people
behind  them, declared the United
States to be in a state of war with the
German empire becnuse the American
munitlon makers wnnted to mnke
more money, and Mr, J. P. Morgan
was ufruld of the depreciation of his
loans to England!

There are two gignificant things
nbout this lle. One {s the sinte of
mind of the German politiclan who
puts it forth, and the other is the state
of mind of the unfortunnte German
gubject who belleves It. The politiclan
must necessarily count on an abysmal
Ignorance as well ag & loyal credulity
In the subject; and the politician who
uses such les Is of a type we know
In our own country, In certain lower
forms of slum-precinet manipnlation.
But in Germany this type—hetter ed-
uected, " incomparably more powerful,
but nevertheless the moral twin of one
of our corrupt precinet committeemen
of the slums—Is in aetunl high control
of the German destiny and has as its
obedient machine, not ward heelers
from the barrel houses, but the most
terrible army known in history. And
If the German splrit truly manifosts
Itself through such an agency, It is a
spirit so sinister and of such mighty
{Il omen to us that we must either ex-
orcise It by high explosives or be Its
alaves.

Volece From Germany.

For this Is the volce that we hear
from Germany :

“We @Germans,” it trompets, “we
are God's chosen people. His special
favorites, and God is German himself,
God rules over us in the person of ou
knlser, whom he appointed for that
purpoge, We are better than all other
people of the earth; we are wiser and
purer and nobler and more industrious
uod more learned and stronger and
cleverer and kionder and braver and
more spliritual and more warlike than
nll others.

“We are so much greater than they
that whitever we do to advance our
own Interests, at the cost of thelrs, Is
right and pralseworthy. If we kill a
great many of them, those who survive
will in the end be Improved, because
they will work for us and lenrn sonte-
thing by observing us., Any decelt Is
proper and morally correct If it bene-
fits us; and when we practice a policy
of terror upon those who oppose us it
Is really phllacthropy and shows how
gentle we are, hecause the survivors
learn through our c¢fuelty that it Is
useless to oppose us, therefore they the
gooner submit their wills to ours, We
cannot do wrong, no matter what we
da, &0 long as all that we do I8 for our
own benefit, And, since our nnture is
warllke, war 18 beautiful and neces-
sary. We study In peace times how to
use every mon of us In time of war,
and that is our great glory. By our
bright swords we will tuke possesslon
of the earth, which ought to belong
to us, becnuse we are Germans, We
belleve In the heaviest possible hreed-
ing of hables, that they may grow up
and be trained to carry liquid fire and
polson agalnst any opposition to us,
And, all the same, we are the only real
peace lovers in this malign and preju-
diced world, which, except for us and
the Austriane and the Bulgarians and
the Turks, I8 composed excluslvely of
stupld ruffinne who were so Jenlous
find envious of us that they forced
this war upon us, hoping to make some
money out of us by annibilating us,
We love peace, and are fighting for our
mere existence—that I8, the right to
adjust our frontlers so that they will
Include the countries which we have
conquered by the sword, For lnstance,
we muost never again be threatened by
an Iovasion through Belglum. We
prepared for this war as no country
ever before prepared-—not even in 1870,
when we made war on France—and we
were forced to begin it because we
had to begln it before somebody else
ad”

Protests Are Weak.

That Is the German volce ns we hear
it clamoring with the hundred and

of paropllets, of editorials, of permonn,

| Sometimes for a moment & odme is
heard out of the fatuons hurricine—a
name llke Haanse or Liebknecht or
| Harden—and there seems to come the
| murmur u8 of a troubled multitude
who do not ride the wind; but the
| sgounds are uncertndn and come to us
| but wenkly. We ean only hope “that
there Is some one there” Woodrow
Wiison has ealled to them In a loud
|\'l|h"t‘. but they have not known how
to answer f they would—ar could.

Would Divide United States.

The Germon kalser has  really
thought persistently of all non-Teuton-
le countrles In terms of desirocllon,
nnd when he has spoken Wls private
thoughts, his speech has alwiys been:
“Let us find the bost, way {o wenken
and fnjure them." Those real thoughts
of his eame oul charncteristically
when, on his yaneht at Kiel, he sald that
Europe hnd made a great migtake (o
not strongly favoring the Bouth during
our Clvll wor, for thus two wenk
countries might hove been c¢redted to
take the place of the powerful Unlon.
Something might be hoped for even
yet, he went on, If the Enst and West
| could be sufliciently stirred up ugulnst
ench other, There I8 the kofser's for-
dlgn polley and the order of Lis mind
and of his heart. 'Whot he meant was
that it would be a good and beneficlul
thing if the people of our Eustern and
Western states could be brought to
kil one another In great nammubers atd
thus the Union yet be divided,

The kalser twice played wantonly
and withont the sllghtest provocatlon
on the verge of wur with the Unlted
Stautes—onece on the coast of Venezuela
aud once ifn Manlia bay. While Ger-
many was [n a state of friendship with
England, he proposed to Hussla that
Russia and Germany attack ¥Eogland;
and while Germany was in n stnte of
friendship with the United States he
proposed to England that England and
Germuny selze Mexico nnd destroy the
Monroe doctrine. His sigent Zimmer-
man, asked Mexico to propose trench-
ery to Japan, that the two together
might dismember and plunder the
United States, His diplomatic agent,
resident in Buenos Aires by courtesy
of the Argentine government, mnkes
treacherous use of the Bwedish lega-
tion to send word to Germuans how fo
destroy Argentine ghips and “leave no
trnce.” This phrase, with which we
are familinr mainly through the Im-
possible “villnins" of the
and of old-time dime povels wund
melodramns—4leave no trace,” mean-
Ing “sink the ships and murder every
soul on board"—this message Is not
that of a “stage or movie villain'
Not at all! It Is 1 German govern-
mentol message regarding ships be-
longing to cltizens of a fricndly power,
and Is sent by a Germon gobleman In
the German diplomatie service to other
officinls of the German government.
More, it Is a charncteristic work of the
Gegmnnn governmental kind, And it
is an actual ennpshot of the person-
ality of the German government

The government of the United States
and the governments of the world ure
literally unable to mnke pence with the
people thus reveuled,

Why We Entered War,

The people of the Unlted States
would haive borne nlmost anything
from Germany if they could have bes
lieved that the German's cuuse wus
originnlly n good one or that the war
wins “forced upon Germuny”  But,
knowing what we did, when the Ger
muns, after mordering great numbers
of our fellow ecltizens und quibbling
for many, many monilis about these
murders—when they told us to keep
our ships in port or they would sink
them; we found that Germany's con-
duct toward us was not to be dis-
tingulshed from making war upon us,
und we declded that our citizens sliould
not be killed continuously by a coun-
try which was “at peace” with us,
und we would not take orders from
Germany to remaln in port and away
from the high seas, Germany does not
!I‘\lﬂk(‘ ond enforce the laws of and for
the United States—not without en-
countering some resistunce from Amer-
leans, So we disoheyed Germany, and
would not paint the comupanded yel-
low stripes upon the hulls of the one
| ship a week which was to be permit-
ted upon the Atlantie ocenn.

We found ourselves in a sinte of
wir because the Germon government,
having forced n war upon Europe with
the object of domlnsting that coati-
nent and subsequently the world, in-
cluding the United States, and having
| enrried on the war with unnecessary
crueldy and the employment of tresch-
ery whenever it considercd treachery
useful, we found ourselves in a state
of war beecause the German govern-
ment was killing our citlzens as &
means of enforeing tis will upon us.
That would seem o be war—killing ns
to make us obey—no? Amerlcan citd-
#ens have thelr own government and
prefer to live under thelr own laws.
That Is why we began to fight.

We continue our beginning becaunse
the German government is the same
government that it was a few months
age when we found that It was mak-
ing wur upon ns—and we hav9 no
cholee but to fight it until elther 't
I8 thoroughly whipped or some better
kind of Germans—Germans of good
sense, good feeling, and of an honor-
uble reliability—get control of Ger

hundred thousand tongues of books, | many,

Peace will come as soon as they do

“movies" |

In il'.l-.ri'll.-llu_; schoolohildeen In knle- )

ting, they must begin with the slinplest
things first nnd advaneed to those thst
fnre more diflicolt, us ln nnything else
Some of the schools started out with

the six-ineh aquares muade of colored |

yarms on No. 3 needles, nnd after that
they undertnke muMers, then wristlets,
The squnres are used by the Red Cross
by Jolning them to ypake small guoilts
or coverlets,

Yarn nnd needles he

knlttlng ¢nn

! purchased elther from siores or Red |

Cross chapters, The stangdnrdized
Red Cross needles are In three sizes,
and thelr numbers pnd slzes ure us fol-
lows ;

Knlttlnz nesdles, No, 1—=1851,000
inch In dinmeter,

Knltting uveedles, No, 2—=175:1,000
lnch in dismeter,

Knittlng needles, No, B—200-1,004)

inch In dinmeter,

The ¢hildren use No, 8 needlos. They
are first taught to “eost on” nod to
avoid making their first siliches too
tight. Beginning on the smnll squures
the chlldren proctice untll they ean
make the stitches even nud frm, They
must be taught to pick up o dropped

kuit &# squnre several Hoth

times,

hoys and girls ke the work.

They nre tuught to splice the yarn
when It must be lolded or to leave ends
two of three fnches long to be darned
i Al knots and
avolded:. When they hove learned to
Ruit the squares they can 1:|.b:\- up the
muffiers.  For these they must use the
regulation gray or kKhuki colored yurn
thut 18 s0ld for nrmy gartoents, and
one phlr of No, & For n muf-
Her 2% hanks of yarn (% pound) are
necded. Cast on 50 stitches (or n fow
mure or less If necossury) to muke o
widih of 11 Ilnehes, Knlt In the same
wny ns for the squnres, with the plain
or gurter #titeh untll the muffer 1s 68
inches long

Wristlets mny be knitted on No, 2
needles, usl ne pulr. They requlre
1§ honnk of yarn (4 pound). Cast on
48 etitches, knit 2 and purl 2 for 12
Inches, and gew up, leaving 2 {nches
open gpace for the thumb, 2 inches be-
low the edge, The next gnrment to ba
fuken up ln the course of trialning 1s
considerably more difficnlt than the
mufller, but only requires two neediea.
Direction for It will be given o en-

noadles

stitch nnd sometimes ravel ont sud re-l other urtlcle

CALMLY CONSCIOUS OF

Mothers love to make dalnty fnery
Jor thelr Httle girls at any season of
the year, but more especiully now, st
the season when Indoors s more (n-
viting than outdoors. In the North
the long winter evenings must be filled
somehow und lelsurely sewing on pret-
ty white clothes is as much pastime
ns work, Maoy mothers count on Jun-
vary and February as the time for get-
ting the little one's sewing out of the
way, before the approach of Enster
compels them to give time and attention
to the more lmportant needs of them-
selves,

In January dry goods stores put on
their annual sales of white goods and
present thelr new-season models In
children's frocks — assortments are
complete and prices low, so the mer-
chant pluys Into the hands of those
patrons who count on making up lin-
gerle and children’s clothes ut this
time, BStyles for little folks do not
change much; there Is go little room
for improvement In them. We all like
to see the same sheer white fubrics
trimmed with the same simple needle-
work, or fine embroldery and lipgerie
lnces that we have come to associnte
always with babyhood

HER PRETTY CLOTHES.

Above a dress-up frock for the small
lady of three or four yenrs I8 pletured.
It Is made of fine batlste and narrow
vul lnce. This Is a frock for stnte oes
caslons, llke a birthday purty, In the
life of the lttle miss. 1t I8, therefore,
Indulged in more Ince and embroldery
than any other of her belonglngs..

It Is cut with a long body and a
short, full skirt, scalloped at the bot-
tom. There Is a stralght plece of fne
swiss embroldery down the front set 1o
with luce Insertion at ench side. Little
Jucket fronts are set ob &t ench slde
with vnl edgiog set in & scant ruf-
fle on the edges,

Raosettes of pink satin ribbon nt esch
slde of the front emphasize the beglin-
ning und the end of a skirt sash that
murks the jolnlng of the walst and
skirt. A wide soft ribbon makes this
sash a very splendid affalr that
muatches up well with the hat of plak
ribbon and white lace, There Is a
mintature rose on its brim. No wons
der the little one is calmly consclous of
belug well dressed !
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IMPROVED UNIFORM INTERNATIONAL
(By E. O, !?{I.!I{S,SAQ\‘H';.-N'--P of

the Bunday School Courne of tho Mooy
Bible Instituts, Chicago,)

(Copyright
=

LESSON FOR JANUARY 27

JESUS FORGIVING SIN,

LESBEON TEXT-Mnark 2:1-12
GOLDEN TEXT-Ths 80n of Man hath
nuthority on earth to forgive sin —Murk

2:10.

1817, Wrestern Newspaper 1°nion

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FORR
TEACHERS-Pea, 1! Luke 151104, 7.8
W0 Matt Ei, Tieh, 7:8

PRIMARY MEMORY VERSE—Forkive
us our sir e 11:4

INTERMEDIATH TOPIC-
ing soul and body

heul

Tanus

EENIOR AND ADULT TOPIC—Jesue
mesiing muan's deepest Heed

This 18 one of the most deamath
spectneninr Ineldents recorded In th

Binle. It I8 & good Hlusteatlon for
Sundny school tenchers on how o tell

| n story by Imogining what one wouid

naturally do, We ought
echolirs with thelr Imaginnthon
the story of this legsson ns though the
were eye-witnesses of the whole seen
The time was unbout May or June A. I»
28, the second yenr of Jesus' minteiry
a8 few weeks followlng the Inst leesor
during which time ha had boen preach
ing and healing in the surrounding

to huve anr

B

| country,

I. Introduction. Jesus could testifly
in a home ns well as before the mult
tnides, Indeed It wog after having tes
tified In the home (v. 1) thut
crowds galthered about the doorway
for It was not known that he was thers
untll some days after he had beeu In
the house, Luke tells us thnt tha
crowds which cume, ecnme not only
from Guoillee but Juden and even Je
rusilem, Jesus did his work
in the home that wherever he wns, 1h
world wore a path to his doorway .
tice verse two: when the erowd gnth-
ered about, he spoke unto them *the
word,” In this we seo a parable
Muny a successful man, when he be-

1he

0 well

pure Gospel, the Word of Life.

1. An Impelling Need (vv. H:4).
This man who had paralysts, L e, dis-
egbled on one slde, wns not only de
prived of his sensation but his power
of motlon. As to the cause of his difli-
culty, his previous character of 1if
\ there 18 no word of suggestion. We sco
|ul.lmd:mt evidence today, however, 1o

‘(‘mm-s popular, forgets to preach the

know thnt many such onses are th
| results of our own debaucheries and
lr'-rm would gother from the courss
which Jesus pursued with this wnn
| that perhiaps his coze was lHkewlise the
| result of his early sln. The teachier
might well read in this connection
Luke 16:11-18, Of course, this roun
mny not have been o prodigal
Nevertheless, he hnd us much suffor-
ing as though he had been and as far
ns he hlmself was concerned, he wus
helpless, a pleture of all sinnere.  Fie
however, had friends, very enterpris-
Ing ones, And so putting him upon the
double quilt or coverlet, which could be
rolled together in a bundle of moderate
size, they carried him Into the pres
ence of the master,

11, Jesus Forgives and Defends His
Rights (vv. §:12). The erowd whs s¢
great about the house that “they couid
not eome nlgh unto him for the press.”
| They were not, however, discournged
‘l-:lt leaving the erowd, they went vy
the usunl outzlde bearing
| lck mun with them unto the f
| wlidel “they uneovered"—lternlly thes
| dug through the fint roof mnde of
branches und twigs and ecovered with
ehrth, and which conld be as enslly r
pudred.  Travelers In enstern countrivs
have often seen u similar act perform
ed even in this dany. They then let
down the bed or mattress by the four
corners. The roof wns s0 low thut
no cords were needed and those below
receélved the man from the hands of
the four upon the roof and plneed him
in front of Jesus, Jesus comments
“thele deed” as Indlcated In all threos
of the Gospel records, Not alone phys-
feal obstactes had to be overcome, bnt
the attitude of the seribes (v, 7)., Wan
It right, was It honest to break through
the roof of a man's hoose? Wonid
they make it good? Was the owner
glid to huve hnd it done? Jesus did
not hesitate or speculate over such
questions, but goes at once to the issueo
nnd sulil to the man slek of the paley,
“Bon, be of good cheer, thy sins b
(nred) forglven thee,” Bee Matthew's
and Mark's nccount. “Son.” 18 a wordi
of endetvmoent : the word “be™ 18 not
ns strong In the old form as the waord
“are” forglven., Jesus went at once
to the unhesled wound in the soul, the
#ense of unforgiven sin. Forglveness
1s pot of the Judge who sentences “not
gullty,” buot a father who weleomes
und restores one to sonship, 1t 18 res-
toration to lNfe, The Bible story of
the prodigal son and that scene ple-
tured In the seventh chapter of Luke,
the fenst where Jesus dealt with =
womaun of the city, who ministers unto
him, are good tustrations of the mase
ter's attitude of mind on this oecasi

The seribes charged blaspbemy whié
iIs to slander God end speak tréason
osgainst him. Blasphemy s pra -
Iy uttered trenson. He percelved
Inmwost thoughts and moswered thé
(v. 9). To forgive sin, or to eo
mand the man to rise were both
vine acts; he could do elther; he pid
ed one by the use of the other.
commnnd to the young man to tuke
np his bed was a test to be proved by
the mun’s fuith, That the cure waw
complete we koow, for he lmmediote-
Iy arose. To “arise" was n nlv#
lmpossibility; to “take up his
permitied no relapse

SO,
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