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PRLLING TO FARTH iY FLASTES

RYING saugages” 18 the lat-
est nicknnme glven by
mambers of the British roy-
al alr force to the popular
sport of strafing German ob-
servation balloons. In the
Intest dispatches from gen-
eral headquarters the ex-

ploits of some of the pliots and ob-

sorvers of the British planes read
more llke pages from Jules Verne than every-day
exploits on a fighting front, The presence of a
Hun observiition balloon in the alr Is now n very
uncommon &ight, for the instant the “sausage” ap-
pears the royai alr force “cooks” climb Into the
cockplts of thelr mnchines and are In the alr,
eanch siriving to be the first to account for the In-
terioper,

One British pilot scouting behind the enemy's
lines pounced on two of these balloons in swift
guccesslon and succeeded In setting fire fo and
destroying both, His petrol wias beginning to
run low at the time, so he returned to his alr-
drome to refill. But hls appetite for Germun
“ggusnge” wns apperently unsinked, for he set
out Immediately upon a sBecond quest, sighted
two more bnlloons, and, taking advantage of
friendly clouds carsfully stalked them. When
within a short distance of his préy cloud cover
falled him snd he was percelved. The Huns
rushed to the winches and endeavored to haul
Jvown both balloons. Putting down the nose of
his machine, the British pilot sped earthward
after the swaylng mnss of fabrle, and almost be-
fore the Germnn mechanies had their winches
working, the hunter had secured his first quarry,
whiehh fell a blazing mass upon the Huns be-
neath. The other bhalloon was rather farther
away, and the Germans, stimulated to frantic ef-
forts by the fate of the first, hanled desperately
and spcceeded In getting It down almost to the
ground before the British pllot arrived above, Not
to be hnlked of his prey, and In gpite of the furl-
ong fire from below, he dived low enough to
pump o burst of Incendiory bullets, and had the
entlafnction of Increasing his bag for the day to
four enemy balloons totoally destroyedd.

During thelr present retirement the Germans
have wnde despernte efforts to remove as much
ammunition ns possible. A British pilot spotted
n traln of wngons engazed on this work and de-
seended to 50 fest =0 ug to make quite sure of
his aim. Getting well into position, he opened fire
on the rear wagon, knocking out two men on the
box. Deprived of thelr drivers and terrified by
the winged assallant, the horses bolted, and, col-
Hding with a tree, upset the wagon, v

An extremely heavy fire was by this time belng
directed wvpon the alpman, and had  already
wounded hlim In the knee and severed the pres.
enre feed plpe of bis mochine. He would not
letve his Job half done, however, and again
manenvering Into position put in another burst
which resulted In the overturning of two more
and the stampeding of the remnlning wagons.

On the samp day a British machine working in
conjunction with the Infantry was attacked by
four German scouts, This being about the odds
which Germun alrmen now demand, they doubt-
less thought they had found an ensy prey. It is,
of course, true that the British contact machine
Is not primarlly designed for fighting purposes,
but its plilot on this oceaslon, as always, was ready
to glve a good account of hirmgelf, and did so to
such purpose that one of the attackers wans speed-
fly sent down out of control. During the fight
the petrol tank of the British machine was
plerced, belng an Instant menace of its destruction
by fire. Thereupon the English observer prompt-
Iy cllmbed out on the lower plane and successfully
plugged the hole with his handkerchief, remain-
ing on the plame until his pllot socceeded In
throwing off hig pursners and landing bis machine
gafely hehind the Britlsh Hnes,

Two British ofMficers were nt work In a “sau-
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sige.” The Germans, resenting thelr attentions,
turned two guns on to thelr balloon annd made
some ruther good practice, holing It badly. This
annoyed the English balloon officers consldernbly
nnd they declded that the German gunners needed
punishment.
ficers In charge of a British six-Inch gun and in-
dicated to him the position of the German guns,
The balloon was now rapldly loslng helght as the
result of enemy fire, and the position of the offl-
cers was dangerous, However, they stuck to thelr
hngket and continued to direct the fire of the
BEritish gun, having the satisfaction of witnessing
the putting out of action of ope of the hostlle
gunk before the balloon had sunk too low for
further observation,

Then they got out of thefr busket and cllmbed
well up the rigging of the balloon to save them-
selves In the now unavoldable crash,

A Britlsh two-seater machlne hovering at nlght
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They accordingly called up the of-,
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aver An onomy l“d'llll"l‘[l"‘ll”l']ll center ﬂh!’.l"l“?(‘l’l—'
easlly distingulshable In bright stariight—n col-
umn of transport copsleting of nbout 20 wagons.
Descending rapldly to 800 feet he landed two
hombs—a hundredweight aplece—plumb In the
conter of the ecolumn, The destruction Wwas
enormons, and the remnant of the column sont-
tered wildly in all directions. The British pilot
rose agaln and walted, giving time for the Germun
transport to rveassemble. Diving once more, he
found it, together with two other large lorrles, Inn
sunken rond where the Huns apparently hoped
to eseape further attack from the dedth-tdenling
raider, The British pilot released his remalniog
homhs from an altitude at which he counld not
miss his tnrget, and then diving fower stiil opened
fire with his machine guns, putting about 250
rounds Into the confused moss of wrecknge,

A Britlsh two-seater muichine while on patrol
wane attacked by a German triplane. *The ob-
server in the British muachine prompfly took up
the challenge and opened fire, npon which the
Hun mode off enstward, Mennwhile elglit Ger-
man scouts had rapldly approached und, taking
up position, four above nnd four helow, attacked
slmultaneousty., The British pllot realizing the
danger of his position mmneavered desperitely—
rolling and side-slipping to avoid the enemy’s con-
centrated fire—whillst both he and his ohserver
kept firlng as opportunity offered. One of the
German eraft was sent down in flames and then

the British pllot was badly wounded., The work
of both fighting and flying the mochine now de-
veloped anlmost entlrely upon the observer, wha,

by a really remarkable exerclee of «kill and pluck,
sncceeded In extricating the machine from its ap-
parently hopeless position, whilst at the same
time firing occnslonal bursts from his gun at the
pursulng Huns with his left hand, when they
pressed too l]ﬂ‘i(‘l\ He sueceeded In safely land-
ing his pllot find machine behind the British
lnes.

EVENT IN A SOLDIER'S LIFE,

Just to show what makes an event in n sol-
dier's life that—as the soldlers sea It—Is really
worth recording, here 1s a bit out of n letter from
Harley Johnson, a Butler' boy, printed In the
Bates County (Missourl) Democrnt:

“Well, I am sure golng to have something good
for dloner. The cook told me that If I would get
enough gooseberries to make two ples he would
make them. So I started out to look for goose-
berrles and found them. T asked an old French
woman to sell me some, and, don't you know, she
sald they were no good and I had to langh, She
would not sell me any, but gave me all T could
carry awny and they were blg ones, about the
glze of my thumb, So I had a ple all to myself.”

What are bursting shrapnel and red blood to
write about when a man has gooscherry ple?—S8t,
Louls Repablie.

Comage of War Words

It Is obviously impossible In lmited space to
mention: more than n few of the more striking
words which the war has glven us; and that Is
why my artlele of three or four weeks ago wns
8o Incomplete. Let me supplement it todny and
begin with the most glaving of the. omisslons—
Yemmonflnge.” 1 cannot remember any Instance
of n forelgn word . so peculinrly un-Englich as this
not only being wo vupldly and universally adopted
but also haing so rarely milspronounced, T still
often overhuar knots of men who In thelr tulk
about the war refer to the Kay-sér, and the utter
nnglielzntion of French battle names by public
honze militury experis I8 perhnps the most charm-
ing feature of thelr discussions; but “camouflsge"
remnins ns French (o sound In this country'as in
Its own, nhd every one uses (t. Here, however,
it har beroame sa elastie as to be the recognized
form for any kind of pretense whatsoever, 1 am
not sure that Sir Walter Ralelgh should not have
added “eamonfloge” In his list of our “galns in
the war™ ns enwmerated o his recent lecture.

I haye been astonlshed vecently by exampies
of the hold of “enmouflugo”™ on all types of mind.
Journeying the other doy from a Sussex station
to London, wnder war conditions—Afty of us
stonding all the way lo the guard's sap—1 had
some talk with the guard, who, on removing his
cnp to wips o beated brow, revealed himself as
bald as the dome of 8t. Panl's. It caused him
no distress ; some men, he remarked, would camou-
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flage it with a wig, but not he. HEarlier in the
dany my mst, a vigllant nnd susplelous resder of
the press, had dismissed an optimistic article on
current events as “mere camouflage.” ‘The next
day a schoolboy back for the holldays two weeks
In advance of the proper time sald that a scare
of mensles had brought nbout that desired resunlt;
at least, that Is what the schoolmaster sald, but
personully he thought It was just eamouflage to
cover the fact that grub was getting so folly ex-
pensive. And a lttle Inter a facetious gentleman
near me in a restaurant asked the wine walter to
bring him some claret instead of the eamouflaged
water which he called whisky, Probably the
word I8 Ju the nursery by this time.

Another French word which also gets Its fuoll
native value In the Anglo-Saxon mouth {s “bar-
rage;” but “burrage” has nd genernl usage, The
word “rmid" Is as old as the Scottish border, but
will never agnin be employed, 1 Imagine, except
In assoclation with attacks by air. At first we
always sald “alr rald, but now “rald” alone s
sufficient. Should the enemy find any other way
of hitting at the heart of us there will e unother
word thun “rald” to describe his efforts, And to
these I wounld add that early flower of Armaged-
don speech, “moratorium,” which for n while most
of ug took to he the name of o new Itner.

Perhaps the wost notable slang plirese that the
war has produced I “to get the wind up,” mean-
fig to upset, or “ratile,” or put the fear of God
Into. But I speak only from the polnt of the

homekeeping observer, nware merely of euch ex-

pressions as get Into London parlance.
Here let me thank many correspondents for
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thelr communientlons about the origin of “Blighty."
the derivation of that word having been a nution-
ol dIndustry for nbont three years now. One gen-
tlemnn even goes o far as to sny that 1 asked
for the Information ; whereas no one has any ldea
how eareful T was to do nothing of the lkdnd, hav-
Ing n hend only too Tull of devastating memories
of the Hindustanl word “Whaynt!," or “Balalt,”
meaning forelgn or English, and [ts gradual trans-
formation by Mr. Atkins fn India into the now
familiar (and very ugly) term for home, “Bligh-
t¥'s" adventures are anclent history, but It was
new to me thnt, ns a render kindly polnts out,
“*padre,’ In Itz meaning of clergyinin, was cuar-
rled to Indig by the Portuguese and adopted Into
Indian lnnguages long before the, frst English
chaplain set foot In India, Like othor Hindustanl
words used In our army, such as ‘rooty' for bread
nnd ‘dixie’ for eamp kettle, it wns brought home
by our soldiers from India many years ago,”

In my steictures on the word “Hun" I was too
sweeping. I sald that to borrow the name of In-
vaders of the past with which to stigmstize In-
vaders of the present wns tame, But another
correspondent reminds me thnt It wus the kalser
himself whe first applled the tefmn. In the tlme
of the Boxer rebellion In Ching the kalser lssned
o 'bombastle proclamation to the German contin:
gent In Pekin ander ‘Count Waldersee bldding
them to behave like the Huns of Attila. This
gentleman goes on to mpke the very Interesting
suggestion that some lexicographers should col-
leet the words which ench of our grest wars has
added to the langunge—~NR. V. Lucas In the
Bphere.

(By REV. P. B. FITEWATER, D D,

IMPROVED UNIFORM INTERNATIONAR

—_—

Teacher of Engliah Bibla in the Moody

Hible Institute of Chicago.)
(Copyright, 1918, Western Newnpaper
Unlon.)

LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 17

JACOB FLEEING FROM HIS ANGRY
BROTHER.

LESBON TEXT-—Genesin 571022
GOLDEN TEXT-Hs hath not dealt
with us after our wnins, wor rewarded us
according to our Iniquities —Paalma 103:10
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL—Genesls 27:
46-28.9,

The motive which moved Reheknh
to send Jocob awny was a mixed one.
8he realized that Esau's anger was hot
against Jacob, even to the point where
he was llkely to kill him, She further
knew that justice would have to be
meted out to him, and thus she would
be bereft of them both, Then, too,
she realized that If Jacob remained
in that land he would likely marry &
heathfn woman and thus defeat God's
purpose regarding the covenant nation.
This Intter she pressed upon Isaac as
a motive for sending him away.

I. Jacob's Flight (v. 10).

He wns fleeing from his outraged
vrother, His flight was necessary to
save his life, He seems not to have
gone the commaon road, 50 4s to be less
likely overtnken by Bsau, should he
pursue him. Through forced march ha
renches Bethel, a spot nearly fifty
mileg awny, by nightfall

I1. Jacob's Vision (vv, 11-17).

Jncob's auul was pecullarly tested.
e had to leave home and mother, On
the way to Harun night overtakes him,
and he 1s obliged to sleep In a field
with a stone for his piliow and the
canopy of heaven for a covering. It
was under such clrcumstunces that the
Lord gave him the wonderful vision at
Lethel. Many times the rough experl-
ences and severe trials of life belp us
on toward God., Luxury and heavenly
vislons do not usually go together.
This finds illustration in John on Pat-
mos; Stephen looking Into heaven
while being stoned, and John Bunyno
In Bedford jall.

1. He saw a lndder reaching from
earth to heaven (v, 12). ®

This suggests o meuns of communi-
cation between enrth and heaven, be-
tween man and God. It showed Jacob
that In spite of his awful sin there
wns a woy to heaven for him. Jesus
Christ Is the ladder connecting enrth
and heaven for us (John 1:51; 14:0;
Hebrews 10:10, 20). In the incama-
tion Jesus Christ descended to earth's
lowest depth and made @ way upon
which humun feet might cllmb to
heaven., Fortunate are they who in
the times of earth's trials discern this
ladder!

2, He saw angels of God upon the
ladder (v, 12).

They were ascending and descending
upon this ladder. These angels were
the divine helpers to render needed as-
glstance glong life's wny, Though un-
seen, God's angels gulde and protect
vs on our earthly pligrimage. They
ascend unto the Father with our needs,
and descend unto us with God's reply.
Christ Is a real man, and so can iden-
tify himself with us; he is the very
iod, really divine, and so is able to lift
us to God and secure our reconcllis-
tion with him,

3. He saw the Lord standing above
the ladder (vv. 18-17).

To show Jacob that the ladder 4id
not merely reach into space, the per-
sonal God appeared and talked with
him, His message 18 fllled with infi-
nite grace. (1) He declared the God
of Abrahum and Isanc (v. 19),
thus assuring Jacob that the same
hond that guided his fathers was over
him. (2) He renewed the covenant as
to the land (v, 18). Though Jacoh was
now fleelng from the land, yet the
eovenant would not fall, for Jacob and
his seed should possess (t. (8) As-
sured him of n numerous seed (v, 14).
They would spread abroad to the
north, and south, and east, and west.
(4) The divine presence with the wan-
dering Jacob (v. 15). Though he had
sinned and was reaping what he had
sown, yet God was with him,

1. Jacob's Vow (vv. 18-22),

God's graclous visitation provoked
Jacob to make a vow. Each sight of
God sheuld cause us to renew our ob-
ligntion to him, His vow included three
things: (1) Dedleation of himself to
God (v, 12). This is the first thing to
do, Our gifts are an sbomination while
the life ts withheld from God. (2) Wor-
ship established (vv, 18, 19), *This
stone shall be God’s house." Warship
always follows dedication of one's self
to Godl. There Is personal communion
between God and those who worshlp
him, (3) Consecration of his sub-
stance, of his possessions (v. 22).
Those who have fellowship with Ged
recognlze God's clalm upon their pos-
sessions. God's grace should constrain
us o give of our substance to him,

Meditation.

Meditation 18 one way of handling
the Gospel history, Instead of a vague,
half-remembered, less than half-com-
prehended, story, the lfe of Jesus,
stendily meditated on, passes into the
life of the Christian, by an Insensible
bot real transtusion.—Rev, H. P, Lid-
don, D, D,

A Spiritual Relation,
True friendship I8 a spiritual rela-
tion. God reveals himself to us In

I"Old(-zsl: Cit
inthe V. \v\or'cr' '

HEN
hia victorious army captured

Genernl Allenby and |

Damuascus from the Turks,
they took what Is called the
“aldest city In the world.” The claim |
is based upon frequent mentlon in the

0ld Testament—where it s referred

to, by wvarious nnmes that scrve to

Identify It, and in the New Testament,

Josephus aflfirms that It was founded

by U%, the son of Arnm, who gave to

the region the nume of Syria, which it

has retained to this day,

Dmmanscys was a  flourishing teade

center In Abraham's time. One of the |
earllest “novels” In nll lterature |
{equally so whether true or fanciful) |
is the story of the Jewlsh mald taken

eaptive by Nnaman, a Syrian general

(II Kings). Nnaman wns i leper, but |
the captive suggested getting the ad-

vice of a prophet at Samaria. He did

g0, but when told to bathe in the Jor-
dnn he was vexed, saying that plenty
of water existed nearer home. How-

cleansed., Good story.,

If you doubt it, the next time yon
visit Damascus any of the old inhab-
itants will point out Nanmun's house.
Elisha figures In the early history
of Damascus, Ben-hadad (846 B. C.
at a guess), a king of Damascus, was

ever, he did go to the Jordan and was |

Damnascus under the kulifs, and of its
muny trinls which followerd the re-
moval of the kalifate to Bagilad; of
the coming of the Egyplinns, the Car-
mathinng, nnd the Seljuks; of the cam-
pulgns and mighty conquests of the
Saladin: of the ravages of the Mon-
pols, and of the finnl inclusion of
Dinmasgcus within the Ottoman emplre,
eurly In the sixteenth century, fol-
Iowed by a long 400 senrs of stagnu=
tion.

Beautiful, From a Distance.

The modern Damascus, lke the
Pimascus of all the ages 18, in it
distunt view, as are many Eastern
eities, a place of great heauty. It lied
at the northern edge of the plain of
Ghutuh, nt the foot of the Antl-Leb-
anon, 2,250 feet above the sen, and al}
around, for a circuit of 00 miles, ex-
tend the famous orchards, gardens,
vineyards, and flelds of Damascus,
which have always made its fertility
proverhinl throughout the East. The
Arnbs regard it as one of their four
earthly parndises. Close at hand, the
elty 1s not 8o benutiful. The rough
mud walls of the houses contrast
gtrungely with the splendors within,
for the houses of Damascns, with their
mogales and carved wood, and their
celllngs rich In prabesque ornaments,

murdered, and the assassin improved
conditions so greatly that king killing
became popular. The king of Judea
resented the success of the upstart
monnrch and, with help from the roler
of Assyrin, took the elty and killed Its
ruler. This made good a prediction
of Isainh.

The enrly prophets appear to have
“had It In" for the people at Damns-
cns; they spent a great deal of time
in prophesying Il of that elty. Aud,
bad cess to thelr activities, most of
thelr predictions enme true.

The eclty wus under the sway of As-
syrin for nearly 1,000 years—a mere

episode in its history. Its people first
nmwopkened when the Ilomans under
Pompey moved In, about 64 I, C,

Herod had econtroversles with the
Syrian rulers in which he came off
second best.

Made Familiar by 8t. Paul.

It I1s In New
one geems to be brought into most in-
timate touch with Damascus. The
memorable journey of St. Faul to the
city of Jerusalem, and all that hap-
pened during and after it; the “street
which 18 ealled Straight:” the house
of Judns; the visit of Ananins; the
subsequent preaching of St. Paul In
the eynagogues; the plots to kil him,
and his escape from the clty by night,
are all names and incidents familinr
to Christians the world over. It was
to Damascus, too, that St. Paunl re-
tumed after his three years' sojourn
In the wilderness, and In no
period In its long history does the an-

seem to come so clearly Inte view,
Later on, under Trajan, Damnagous
became a Roman provincial eity, and,
on the establishment of Christianity,
the sent of a bishop, who runked next
In authority after the patriarch of An-
tloch. Even wben this polnt is

renched, n wealth of history still Hes
There is the great story of

ahead :

wmlimgh our difterent

Testament times that |

other |

cient city on the banks of the Abana |

elaborately gllded, are amongst the
most beautiful In the Bast, The
bazaars, however, are the great fen-
ture of Damasens, The masses of
eolor and the wonderful effects of
| Hight and shndow which {hey present
| hove made them the delight of paint=
| ers. As one writer has deseribed such
a sceone, here are displayed all tho
riches of the Orient; rire carpets and

|

I rugs from Persln, and shawls, scurfe
nnd kerchiefs of every dye from the
far interiot of Asin, with gold and

gilver embrolderies In exquisite taste
or of burbaric splendor. There Is no
pavement, but the gronnd is hard frome
the tread of many feet, for a motiew
throng Is ever passing to and fro, of
turbaned men and of women eclosely
velled; o musician playipg his tom-
hourine, and cavaliers or a traln of
| enmels stowly filing through, The
| long streets are dim and cool, heing
arched In high above, and througls
apertures the sunlight falls in misty
| streams on the gorgeous wares and
moving multitudes beneath, Then, the
old city walls are still there; and the
Roman goteways: and the Derb el-
Mistakim, or the "“street which Is
ealled Stralght,” still runs through the
city, from the eastern to the westerd
gate, as It did nineteen hundred year®
ngo, In the days of St. Paul.

Relics in England.

A few years ago there was sold by
anetion the spear that was used by n
rebel dervish to kill General Gordan.
The relic ultimately fetched BO gulnens,
On another occasion the sword used by
Lord Cardigan In the battle of Bala-
clava was disposed of at the same auo-
| tlon mart for 81 gulneas. A very dif-
| ferent war relle realized a very differ-

ent price, This was the silvergilt ta-

ble service used by Napoleon In the
||rn|n-r* of his many campaigns and it
| went for £050—~London Tit-Bits,




