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1 The Choice I
of Helen jg?
By HERBERT SCRANTON

(Coprrlilit, WOJ. bj tMilljr Btorjr I'uU. Co.)

call to arms hud come. ThoTHIS was nllvc with unlfornicil
men. thu air resonant with trumpet call
.and drum heat.

Drill calls sounded on the green, tho
.busy whirr of sewing machine and needle
in church and home. The faces of tho

.men were Hushed and stern, thoso of
tho women gray and set.

After many weeks of waiting the Issuo
tad been Joined and a nation sprang to
.arms. Men and women alike were ex-

cited nnd determined.
A picturesque group stood In the old

vestibule of tho old Methodist church.
A youth of 22, tall, straight, heroic In
his uniform with the lieutenant's shoul-

der straps; a girl of 18,
with Hashing eyc3 and raven hair; an-

other youth of two and twenty, blue-eye- d,

with cheeks of ash-t- n

pallor and flogged resolution written
on his features not In uniform.

"Helen," spoke tho young lieutenant,
Imperiously, "tho time has enmo to
choose. In three days wo move to the
front. You know I love you. Can I
carry your picture In my locket, your
promise and yourself In my bosom
when I go onto the battle field? You
have hesitated long enough. I claim a
decision before I go."

Tho girl's cheeks flushed and her eyes
dropped, Her lips trembled with un-

spoken words.
"Helen," broke in the other youth.

"For Cod's sake, listen. I, too, love you
as you well know. I cannot, Heaven
help me, present my suit In to heroic

i TiiorciiT vol won. i not :o
AW A V WITIIOl'T HAVINfi liOOD-U-

"

i mariner. I wish I could. Hut my
heart Is right In patriotism and love. I
A'ish 1 could go, but I cannot. Ho not
:ondemn mu for It. Do not dceldo hast-
ily, I beg of you I beg of you."

Distressed and embarrassed, the girl
glanced fioni one suilor to the other
from the soldierly figure In the smart
uniform lo the manly figure In tho old
brown suit. As she hesltali d the lieu
tenant broke In, Impressively:

"After all your talk of patriotism,
IMou all your fiery urging that every
man must now give account of himself

--Jo you hesitate between tho man who
goes to tho front and the man who stays
behind?"

The girl glanced up quickly. HereycH
rested on the proud, hnrnlsomo face of
the young soldiery then on that of tho
civilian. The latter's went blood-re- d,

then ghastly white, and his hands worked
convulsively. She put up her hand with
an Imperative motion.

"Slop," she said, anil her dainty head
went up Imperiously. "There ahnll bo
'00 quarrel here. I will not give an an-

swer under these conditions. If patriot-4u- m

is not motive enough, Itobert, I

would suggest that you stay home."
Then she turned and fled through the

INDIANS AND SNAKE BITES.

Clilef Tells How Ilia iinw H'm tf.'ured
lif Mnlleliip Mini Itril Mrii'n

Curious I'riirllcr.

Kot-oh-pe- a venerable, red- blan-'kotc- d

patriarcli of the lOuchco Creek
woods, who was reared at tho feet of
several Ozaukee medicine men, having
been asked how tho Indians euro snake
bites, says the Kansas City Journal,
npoko substantially as follows: "No
snake over killed a Haiikeo; Zaukeo al-

ways kills tho had, biting Mutchce-Mahn-ee-to- h.

My squaw wna ono night
lilt by n big rattler. Medicine man cut
snake's head oft and cooked him In
hcttlo all night. Ho hung Hnalre over
wigwam Are; smoked nnd fried him
till morning. Doctor cook omo snake
root In kettle with snake head. Squaw
ait near kettle all night; medicine man
cut little near squaw's hanrt; bad poi-

son blood all run out; doctor wash
quaw's foot (rum kettle next day;

door to the Inner room, where all tii
women of the town were sewing iutlua-trlcttsl- y

upon a big Hag.

Tho two )outhB looked Into each oth-et'- ii

eyes with unllliichltig gaze. Then
each turned on his fieel and went lua
way.

At last the fateful day arrived. Thf
orders to march had come. In n few
hours the onipany of bravo young souls
would bo on their way to the Held of
honor and of death. All was bustle
and excitement In the camp on tho
green. In the homes were women's tears
nnd breaking hearts. As from the be
ginning, It was men's lo do and work,
women's to wait anil weep.

On tho rose-cla- d porch of a prn'ty rot
tage stood n girl of IS. Her eyoB wero
dim with unshed tears, the roses had de-

serted her cheeks. The sharp com-
mands on tho green and the shrill calls
of tho bugle smote upon her breast. The
time for the departure of tho company
was but a half hour away.

A quick step resounded on tho walk,
tho gate was Hung open and tho young
lieutenant stood before her, hat In hand
nnd with a strange, pale dignity In his
face.

Thoglrl hnd known who It was the mo-
ment she heard his slop. Tho color re-

turned to her check. Sho looked Into
his eyes with a smile.

"I thought you would not go away
without saying good-b- y, Itobert," sho
said.

"I Intended to," he replied, stcndlly.
"I I am very human, Heivn, and I lovo
you more than you can understand. I

I thought It Just and right that I should
have an answer before I went away. I

I did not think It was quite fair to
string things along tho .rune as when
we all were hero on the same footing--

Sho threw up one hand In Involuntary
protest as If to ward a blow.

"I beg your pardon," he vent on. "I
did not mean to chide you in any way.
I was only explaining myself. I felt hurt
because you would not choose, and I
did a mean and cowardly thing."

She raised her hand, deprecatlngly.
"Yes, I did," ho went on sturdily. "I

said something about Ralph which
would have been Inexcusable if it wero
true but It was false, and I knew it.
It was my hot blood that spoke, nnd I
have been sorry ever since. I could not
go away without telling you."

"Helen." ho went on, straightening
and placing his left hand on the hilt of
his sword, "Kulpli Is a braver man to
stay at home than I am to go to tlie war.
It nearly broke his heart the night we
formed the company, lint there was no-

body to care for his mother and grand-
mother, and If he left tho place they
would literally have become paupers.
Ho fairly gritted his teeth when he lett
the room wlthoutslgniiig the roll. Citpt.
Chalmers said: 'There, boys, Is a man
who Is showing a higher courage than
It will take to face bullets and bayonets.
Pray Cod that, you all may boas true to
your duty as he Is lo his.' I knew It,
Helen, when 1 made the cowardly Hlng
at him in your presence for not enlist-
ing. I have asked his pardon. I ask
yours, and I say to you that Italph Is a
braver man for staIng at home than I

am forgoing to Ihelront. And ari- d-
he Is worthy of the love of any girl."

The bugles sang a sharp call, the di unia
rattled, and the young soldier half
turned to go.

"Cood-by,- " he said, with a half sob.
"Cod bless you."

"Robert!" screamed the girl, as kn
turned away, "('nine back one rnltiiite.''

lie turned back Just in time lo catch
her in his anus.

"Hubert-Robert- ." she whispered, as
sho hung about his neck. "It Is you 1

want, and have wanted all tho time-o- nly

only I thought you wero unfair.
Oh, I am so happy."

A great joy leaped Into the youth'n
face. Ho kissed tho upturned Hps rap-
turously.

Tho bugles shrieked again, the drums
beat more sharply, sharp commands
rang from across the way. The lleuten-an- t

gavo the girl one last piiKslonnroem-brac- e

and sprang lightly toward thu
gate. In n moment his voice could be
henrd repeating t ho command. A the
retreating sounds of the marching men
were heard tho girl still stood on tho
rose-rla- d porch, and In her eyes shono
the sweetest light ever given toman to
ee.

noon squaw feel good; cook corn for
Kot-oh-pe- c. Mutehee-Mahn-ce-to- h big,
bad snake, maybe so kill mokaymah
(white man). Indian kill snake."

Mat Dtilir, who is authority for the
abovo story, states that Indian physi-
cians and surgeons simply perform a
quick surgical operation on tho biting
serpent by cutting its head off and
boiling It with snake root, which grows
plentifully on most focky place in this
section. They require the bl'r,err mr-so- n

to look at tho suake, which is hung
over tho flro nil night, and also advlsu
the patient to pray to the Croat Spirit
to remove tho swelling by next morn-
ing. Most Indians persist in saying
that no unake ever killed ono of their
race.

fan I n It It On,
Elsie There's a man at tho door,

pa, who says ho wants to "seo tho
boss of tho house."

I'a Tell your mother.
Ma (cnlllng diiwnatnlrs) TeU

Brldfet.-l'hllaUol- yhla IVesa.

THB HART AND THE VINE.

I'lnil it Third
A Hart, Ijcinir hard mir.stied by

broad reaves of a shadv, spreadm.'
by and niven him over for lo.st lie thought himself quite secure and bean
to crop and cat the leaves of the Vine. The rustling of the branches
drew the eyes of t lie hunters that way, and they shot their arrows that
way at a venture and killed the Hart. In dying he admitted that he
dt served his fate, for his ingratitude in destroying the friend who had
so kindly sheltered him in time of danger.

Moral lngintltmlc Is tlir liasent of all ('111111", 11111I hi' w lie U capable ol Injuring
hli In ncfactor.s will not sciuplc In his dealings with others.

MAN'S TOLERANT STOMACH.

it I' 11 In I'll mIIIi Many Vi ry SlrniiKr
Articles1 That Thi-l- r

Vn Into II.

The organH of man are extremely
sensitive, and the smallest foreign body
Is often capable of seriously disturb-
ing their functions, At the same time,
says Nature, we have cases in which
a remarkable tolerance Is shown by
the stomach, such, for instance, as the
child live years of ago who was pre-

sented to tho Academic do Medicine In
18J7, after having had a piece of money
removed from ills esophagus. This ex-

ample of tolerance Is, however, consid-
erably exceeded by the following case,
whltJi wo presented to the aeailemle at

recent meeting:
Tlie patient was a young man, 22

years of age, pule, of slight Intelli-
gence, and epileptic, who had been
under the care of Dr Lcroux, of I be
St. Joseph hospital, lor nervous and
Intestinal trouble. At the end of sev-

eral days several foreign bodies were
observed in the lelt hypochondrluin,
and the patient was sent to our surgi-
cal ward, where the operation of open-

ing Ihe KtoiiK'ch was performed. What
was our surprise when we felt with
the finger through trie Incision a great
number of metallic substances. With
the aid of long pincers we drew forth
tho lorelgn bodies. Kirst we obtained
two coffee spoons, varying from live
lo live and one-hal- f Inches In length.
Tho last spoons taken out. were the
smallest, and were extensively cor-

roded by tlie adds ih stomach. This,
however, was not the end, lor, taking
n longer pincer tlie stomach being
very large- - we found Hie back of an or-

dinary fork with three prongs, the
handle or the same lurk broken, an-

other fork handle, the fourth prong of
the fork above mentioned, a pin six
Indies long, a piece of metal seven
Inches long with a pointed end, two
nails, ono needle, one knife handle and
two knife blades, it third fork handle,
one key and koiiio small particles of
oxidized metal; In all 25 pieces, with
a weight ol 'I'M) grams.

Nut rliellli, Ali Mil).
Hastening to the assistance of the man

who had been run over by the nulo, we
find him raided up and staring nfter the
machine.

"Well," he whispers, hoarsely, sinking
back again, "take me lo the hoepltul. I

am satisfied."
"Would you rccognl.otho villain If you

saw him again?" we asked.

"Who? Tho man running It? I don't
know; hutthatlsoneof the newest mod-

els, and It didn't cost a cent liss than
$5,000, I'll hate lo lie killed by a cheap
machine," Cincinnati Tlines-Stu- r.

WIhiIiiiii f i:iiTlenee.
"Tommy," wl'l I''11 Inther, "I was

surprised lo hear that you had dated
lo dispute your mother."

"Hut slio wan wrong, father," replied
Tommy.

"That has nothing lo do with It, my
sou," corilluuiil the old man. "I am
considerably older than you, and I'm
right here to tell you that when a wom-

an says a thing's so, It Is so, whether
It Is f.o or not." Cincinnati Knqulrcr.

Willie Mini Illilck.
You cannot whitewash yourself by

blackening others. Chicago Journal.

lluiiler.
the hunters, hid himself under t lie

Vine. When tin- hunters had trone

THE MUSKRAT'S SNUG HOME.

I.oi'iitliiti I'minlim!) ('liiint'ii mill flit
Mriirtnre In t.'iiiiipiict mill

SiTiiri-l- j Unlit,

The house the muskrat builds tot
the protection of himself and his fam-
ily from stress of weather Is strictly a
utilitarian structure. The entrance,
dug with great and persistent toll from
the very bottom of the bank, for the
hotter discouragement of tlie muskrat's
deadliest enemy, the mink, runs In-

ward for nearly two feel, and then up-

ward through the natural Mill to a
point where the shore Is dry iauii at
thu average level of the water. Over
tills exit, which Is dry in tho time ol
tho building, the muskrat raises his
house.

Tho house Is a seemingly careless
roughly rounded neap of grass roots
long water weeds, lily loots and stcme
anil mud, with a few sticks woven lute
Ihu inundation. The site is cunningly
chosen, o that (lie roots and stems ol
alders or other tries glvo 11 secun
anchorage, and the whole structure
for all of Its apparent looseness, Is sc
well compacted as to be wciiie against
thu sweep of the spring freshets. About
six led In diameter at Its base. It rises
about the same distance 110111 thr
foundation, n rude, i.eilge-lhatche- d

dam, of which something more t lui.it

three feet may show Itself above the Ice.

To the unobservant eye thu musk nil
hoiu-- in the alders might look like
a ni.'iHs of drift In which the rank wi
ter grass had taken root. Hut within
the clumsy pit la a shapely, win in
chamber, lined with the holiest grases,
From 0110 side of this chamber Hit

biirmw slants down lo another aim
much larger chamber, the Hour ol
which, at high water, may be partly
IIomIciI. I'roin this chamber lead i.'owr
two burrows, one, tho main passage
opening frankly In Hie channel i.f th
creek ami Ihe other, longer and more
devious, terminating in ihe narrow a in:
cunningly concealed exit behind a

submerged root. This passage Is very
little used, ami Is Intended chlelly n

a way of escape In case o, an extremr
emergency, such as, for example, tin
Invasion of a particularly enterprlsiiif,
mink, by way of tho main water gate

I'll r I of III Tint lime.
Mrs. Nurltch (In the carriage) I do

liopo we won't be late. I'm sure the
l'orkloys will have some real distlm
gulshcd people besides us at their dinner

Mr, Nurltch-Ye- p, Hy Jove! Well,
wouldn't that Jar you!

"What's tho matter? Did you furgll
something?"

"Well, I should say! I've furRot m
gold toothpick," Philadelphia Press.

rtlillnK mid DrrlilliiK.
Don't derldo Ihe bobby of youi

neighbor while riding your own. Chi-

cago Dally News,

We're 'I'll link fill It Isn't.
It la said that If the "olco" of tlieele

pliant wire as loud In proportion as thai
of a nightingale Its trumpeting could he

heard round tlie world.

K Mockers.
Are you a knocker? We saw tei

moil In a group the other day, and nlnt
were knocking. Washington (la.;
Democrat,

(.'IiiiiiIm mill Minslilne.
Were It not for clouds, people wouM

bo unable to appreciate BUiisulnu, Cut
cago Journal,

tHIIIXn.M! AS I . I, AMI MRA.

Mnprniltiiiii KiiKlm-crliirr- .

We linve in time pant been tnld inucM
of woridciiiil feiitn 111 lailrn.id IhuIiIiiik,
kml much Una been written of the

xkill mill dating that directed1
thc( course of the iron horce iieiosi thu
plain nnil mtmiitniiiM that be between
the Mimutiri river and the Pacific Idem.
"In the Hlandeiir and innKiiilmlr of tlm
under taking, the Union i'acilic (Vuli.il
Pacific him never been equaled. Tli
eni'iiry nnd pcrHovrrnnre with which thu
woik was limed forward, nnd the

with which it was executed, nr
without a pai.illel in hinlory," wcie llii
ntateinenti of the vpecinl government

to the .Secretary of the In-

terior.
'1'liu years ngn there wan no tiin

to on work similar to that whnl
h.ls Jiltt been completed. Then the wot Id
will watching while tlie bulMcni of tint
Union Pacilic and Central I'acilic raced
for Hiliireniacy. It w.ih 11 riinniiilicent con.
tcit, but riownilayn thu owners of th(t
road have been lnoiiglit to coniilcr other
problem!!, One of thcac necessitated tlm
Hohitioii of the Kraile question and th
BtraiiihteuiriK of thu track.

One of the most intercttinn; nnd cli In-

tuit feats of railroad eriineeriiiK ever
undertaken hni just been completed byj
the owners of The Overland Route.
Union Pacific nnd Southern Pacific Kail-roa- d-

the building of a briduc nenms H19
(heat Salt between Ogdcn, Utah,
nnd laieiii, N'cvada,

The work beinu practically completed,
the new track was formally opened ot
ThariksL'iviriK Dav when Mr, K. II. Har-rirnn- ii,

head of the Harrimarr Lines, ami
ft hit; party of railroad rmiiuintcM partoule
of 'J'h.'i til.Hnivinn l),iv dinner in tlie mid-,dl- e

of Cleat Salt Lake.
The 0ilen-l.uci- "Cut OH" is 103

miles in IcHi-th- , 7'2 rnilew on land nnd ;V

miles on trestle work nnd fillins over ths
waters of Cleat Salt Lake. It pieentsi
n practically level track except for a short
distance 011 tlie west end near laicin, Ne-
vada, where n kliglit grade in encoun-
tered.

The use of this rut off will throw out
the trans continental trallie over the ulii
line from Oh'Icii t laicin, Xevailn, around
the Lake. This strip of track is ono
of the most expens've of the llarrinmn
Kystcui, the m;ii r 11 111 11 grade ever I hit
lnriu Promontory hill is 101 feel to tho
mile and helper engines are always neees-v.ir-

The elimination of the use of theso
enifiucs will mean the Having of at least
91,500.00 n day in operaling eipeni-e- s iind
nlso a suviiiK of several hours it running
time.

Active work wn commenced in 1003,
ml thus the almost impossible task a

completed in about 'J'J months. The last
pile was driven during the last week o(
October. This great work has cost ovtf
9'JIKI,000.00.

l'liu cut off runa from Ogilcn went IS
miles over level country before rvachiiiK
the lake proper, tlipn across the east nnrt
of the I,akc 9 miles to Promontory. Thru
five miles of solid road bed and then (!)
miles west over the west arm of the Laka
toward f.ucin nnd thence across the Creat
Fait I.nko Desert to Lucin, Xrriuln.
Across the eiist arm of the Lake, it will
lie almost h continuous lillin sunporteil
by trestle. Near the middle of tins will
be 11 gap of (100 feet of open trestle worlc
left for the waters of the llcnr liver which
How into tlie arm of the Lake.

Across .Promontory Point runs fiv
miles of solid road bed and here ilidirult
work was ericoiinteieil. A cut of .'1,000
feet long in Hand mid lock of bniicn
blurt" being necessary. At this point, tlm
most beautiful on (his inland sea, sur-
veys have been made for 1111 immense siiiii-tri- er

resort.
Across, the west arm of the Lake is 4J

miles of tiestln work with a lilhn --

proarh at each end of four miles. Ill
completing the wink of spanning the Lake,
one great dillieulty was eniounteied arum
the east aim bv the ettling of lillins anil
trestle woik. This was caie-c- by tlie salt
of the How of the Hear liver having col-

lected for centuries over the bottom of
the Lake and having funned a salt wall
of Pin leet. It took 1,000 tons of rock in
rules which appear to haw reached tho
bottom of the Lake proper anil whuli has
lesiilled 111 a linn and splendid road bed.

In a speech winch he made at the Alt
Club. Salt Lake City, on tlm ee of tho
HI ng of the "Cut Olf," .Mr. Haiiiiimit

"The completion of this tuidcitakinj
will reduce the distance between ;i)t
Fianiihfo and ,S.ilt Lake by 4 miles, and
will eventually biing the tunc between
the two cities down to 'SJ1 Iioiiih.

"It is intended to ledum the riinninit
time fiom Salt Lake lo Chicago to .'Id
bonis, and put passengers into .New Voile
in .Ml hours f Kim Salt Lake,

"These two tuili nails l.'nion Pacific andt
Southern I'acilic have sprnl in the last
three j cam Komewheie near $I.'IO,OHO,-tiOO.O- O

111 repairs nnd improvements asula
fiom the cxpciitfcM of opeiutiou or main-
tenance."

TOOT FOR MISSOURI CORN.

Purllc I'nUe Penis n I'aran of I'rldi
Hair Have lluil Corn Juice

on (lie Inside.

Tlie .lonlin Clobe'a noet. havinir read that
Miouri hcatu the world 111 the piuduction
of corn, took his horn in hand and blew tlicua
few blanU in celebration of the fact;

"When you think about Mmoun unci ara
wont to toot her horn, plcaie to give a Mat
ing mention to her golden weld of corp.
'i'hugh klio ets the pace industrial in ap-
plet rosy red, and in other lines of rtlort is)
tticnc-l- at the head, il it only very recently!
tlic't como into her own at the state where-
in the higgstt crop of yellow cum it grown.
The bureau of ttatitie agricultural lelutea
that Mitbouri now has ilutanceil all her

of statu in the number of uciti
dedicated unto corn anil the number of
bushels from each fruitful acie I10111, Tha
statistic draw compiiriMini, which thow
upon their face that Ali.Prohiliilion Kan-eu- i,

iiiuHgned to second place, and ambitious)
Oklahoma, of whom a deal it lit aid, the tucta
and icy ligures Mick in corner labeled Ihud.
Ko heieafter, when )ou feci inclined Ui toot
the old stute't horn, dun'l fuigi t to blow a
blast or tno in honor of her com."

Xnt Without llUtlilctlon.
A note of family piule was struck in tha

ronvcrwitiou between time mull Itcadinu
boys the other duy. The paitt plajed hy
their letlicctivo grandfathers in tlie civil war
weie being depicted by two of the boj in
vivid colors. The em err of each, it neined,
had been halted by confinement 111 nouthero
iiritons, and it ua.un thehtttei fact that III

lads laid particular stress. The thndyoiith,
unable to match thee recital with any
military achievement of hunwii fuiehitheii.
preserved an envimu kilericc fort vlillc, unci
then, not to be outdone, said, ili.psragingly:
'Why, Unit' not so much. My Uncle tldl

was in jiil a long time, arid he ricveru
tU rmx t sJlWuiltAltlubia Lcdgirt


