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sad and merry memories come' rushing like the"
autumn winds, bearing the sere and yellow leave
of other days over my spirit Would that I could

...... .--. jiu, .ii, vy. pan, turn tiaa ut.
interesting, instructive, or amusing all that is laid r

up in the store house of memory of the rich jewels
whicn lime s nana has torn irom tne brow tne
thoughts, the feelings, the joys, the griefs' the loves,"
of the last fleeting year. --

'
-- xr '""'-"t- " 1

Would my tale be a song of joy, or ' a dirge of1
sorrow," or a close intermingling of the' plaintive
and the gay " I could tell of it riendship,ardent and
seemingly sincere, of sweet communion of mind ;
with mind, thought answering to thought, ana eye
beamincr to eve. But ah! while" the words were- -

yet failing from my pen, dark shadows of sadness
and estrangement fit before me. - i? -

, I could weave a tale of a merry child-a-he- r peal-- ;
ing laugh, her dazzling1 eye, and Jier enny hair,'
her innocence,'' guilelessness, and glee." But wei
she is mirror'd to mine eye, ' the image is trowded
away and a pale and dropping invalid, with sunken
eye and moaning voice, begs me for a rglaSj( of
water. (. u.;.,-

I could tell of Love, in all its freshness and ver-f- i

dure gilding the dark places of life with prismatic
hues, bidding its votaries fall and worship, arid
while his radiant wing is yet wooing amid the
brilliant lights of his own creating. Distrust and
and Jealousy show their hideous forms, throwing
a ghastly glare over all the beauty and brightness,

Shall I sing of the beautiful, the graceful, and
the accomplished, r OK, there was one, lovely no
the tints of summer, and sparkling as the clear
waters in the sunlight But when I look'd again,1
she had vanished away. Man, in his pride and
strength, has stood before me, boasting of his
mighty power of unwearied energy--an- d while the"
sound of his voice was yet echoing around me, the
closed eye, the folded hands, the shroud and the
coffin tell that "all of earth is passing1 away. 1 J

' And is there no verdant spot in all the past,
where the eye may rest and not grow dim ; where,
the spirit may drink and be refresh'd? There are
those who would answer, me, nay those who go
mourning all their days because the one 'flower
they loved has withered, and suffer the thousands
that still bloom around llicm, to pass "unheeded or
even to wither and die, when a friendly hand might
nourish and cheer. ' It is true, friendship' have
grown cold, ; chidhood has withered,': love- - been
wrecked, and beauty and manliness . "gone down
to the dark valley and shadow of death." But has
all the frindship,-.- - childoood, love .beauty '. and
manliness . departed ? No. They are with us and
around us still their beautiful fool-prin- ts cross our
path at every .turn, cheering us on in- - the ; way of
duty. ' - ' Vi"v "- .- rrW

I have seen the smile of bene volence lights up
the care worn brow, as the hand parted - with ; its
gift to ease the bitter lot of another. . .

' f
I have heard sweet music sweeter than the

harp or the cymbal made by the lips of .humani-
ty speaking comfort and forgiveness to the broken
and the fallen., ',. rj, t- '.?'? rshfjfo '

I have seen the soft hand of sympathy wiping
away the bitter tears from eyes that have grown
dim with weeping.- - I have seen it: holding th
cup of hope to the desponding,: and pointing.-- , the
eye to that promised land, fwhere: sorrow, and
sighing shall be no more.". ' I have seen the good
man, struggling with adversity lifting up his; eye
cheerfully amid heavy trials and deep amiction. . --t

Aye, 1 have seen, too, the giant intellect grasp
ing the hidden things, of sience and philosophy,
and searching put the mysteries of nature as with-lighte-

torch aud bringing them forth to the Agaze
of the astonished multitude, that . they, through
them, might grow wiser, and better.;. V- - ;ti
. And, more thrilling than all, I . hare seen , roan
proudly conscious of the right, and- - spuming the
wrong though it offered his weary limbs a bed of
down, and boldly battling for truth,-.even.- a .the
lion battleth for her young;, treading oppression
and. wrong : beneath his feet and crushing the
serpent head of fraud and deceit beneath his . heel
These things have I seen,, and,they are pleasant
and greateful to the heart. These are fAity . that
make earth beautiful, and light the fire of the spirit
in the soul, that burns and brightens on forever. Q

For every cloud in life there are a thousand sun
beams. Oh, let us not bring the cloud so near as
to shutout all the sunbeams, for they, teach the
free and joyous heart still to "love, to live ;and vliv

to love." ?, '.

' Mocst Atav, Jan. 1, 1850. -

.'. The Hammer. vflnSf
. The following appropriate panegyric on this prim-

itive instrument which was the first invention, in
mechanics, and perhaps also the first in war, is taki
en from the Scientific American: v.;'. '': "."- - --

The hammer is the universal emblem of mechan-
ics. With it alike are forged the sword of conten-
tion and the ploughshare of peaceful agriculture- -
the press of the free and the shackels of the brave:
The eloquence of the forum has moved the armies
of Greece and Rome to a thousand bloody battle- -
fields, but the eloquenae of the hrfmmer has cover--;
ed those fields with victory or defeat The inspir--atio- n

of song has kindled high hopes and noble
in the bosoms of brave knights and gentle

dames but the' inspiration the hammer, has
strewn ths field with tattered helm and shield, de-

cided not only the fate of chivalric eombat, but the
fate of thrones, crowns and kingdoms. " The forg- -

ing of a thunder bolt was ascribed by the Greeks
as the highest act of Jove's omnipotence, and their
mythology beautifully ascribes to one of their gods

Inthe task of presiding at the labors of the forge,
ancient warfare the hammer1 Was tt powerful

weapon, independent of the blade which it formed;
many a stout scull was broken through the cap1

and helmet by a blow of Vulcan's weapon: The
armies of the crescent would have subdued Europe
to the sway of' Mahomet, but on.;lhe plains of
France their progress was arrested, and the brave
and simple warrior who saved Christendom from
the sway of the Musselmah rasMarlfcl-"t- be ham-

mer." The hammer, the savior and bulwark
The hammer 1 is the Wealth of ruf

tions. J By it are forged the ponderous engine and
the tiny needle. It ib art Instrument of the savage
and the Civilized. Its merry clinks point out the
abode of industry; It is a domestic deity, presid-
ing over the gahdiier of the most wealthy and am-

bitious, as well as the most humble ahd impover-
ished. Not a stick is Shaped, hot & house is raised,
a ship floats, a carriage rolls, a wheel spins, aq en-

gine moves, a press squeaks, a viol sings, a spade
delves, or a flag waves, without the hammer.
Without the hammer civilization would be un-

known, and the human species bnly as defeneclcsa
brutes'; but in skillful handsi diieoted by wisdom,!

it is an instrument of power of greatness and trut
glory. -- ''"'' :'--- ;, ;?

' People are now dying of hydrophobia,, without,

being bitten by mad dogs. No doubt it is all o,
ing to eatrtrg sausages. " -

. .
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RALPH P. BUCKIiANI,
'TTORNEy-aB- Counsellor at law and Solicitor

f in Chancery, wilt attend to professional business in
.Sandusky and Adjoining connties. :s.
i, , m. Orrtca Second atory of Tyler's Block. - :

joiiv i. GREENE, : - '

t k 'TTORNET AT LAW aud Prosecutine Attorney

"L for Sandusky county, Ohio, will attend to all pro- -'

fKHsional basiness entrusted to his care, with promptness
' ''nd ndewtw. - " .

ICf Orricit at the Conrt House.' -- s "

: . ; , CHESTER EDGERTON, :

.t .;Attorney and Counsellor at Law,

if s AND SOLICITOR' IJfr CBANCKRY. a r

l'a OtrtCiAt th CoKrt House. v': "

? rremoU; SaitdHskyCo, O. ;VJ.';v'-- , No- - 1.

;.:... j. bartlett, . ;

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW,
:)r RllioKt, 8 A K&D 8KTV CO.,. 0.,

give 4iia undivided attention to professionalWILL in Sandusky and the adjoining counties.

'ft fsMRNl, Febw 2ti.'49.- .1 -

PIERRE BE AUGRAND, ;

tenders hisprofessionalservicetRESPECTFULLY Fremont, and vicinity. - - .

'. Orrics One door South o? McCulioch's Drug store.

r UQ. RAWSON,
-- - vPHYSICIANAND SUROEON,
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; FREWONTV SANDUSKY C6.k O. ,. v,

' '
.' May 26, 1849. . , .
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TV Mutual Fire ; Insurance Company, ,

f Jl . JP,. tt ti CIaJL ,l,ro y xtgent
V-- f . : FRKMOBT, SAStiBSKT CO OHIO.

. , . - BEL.JU A; SHEETS, '
JJPhynicians antt Surgeons, f

s PREMONT, SANDUSKY --COUNTY.- OHIO.
' " OFFlCE-i-Secon- Story of Knapp's Building. i

' iulv 7.1849. - - 21rt
.
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fTIHE regular Post-OfS- hour', until farther notice,
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V,.)Buuday from 8 to 9 A. M. and from 4 to S P. M.
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fl'fV-.--- ' Kew Bnd Fashionable
d O t l f Shoe Slio&m 2

tr jhHE undersigned, has opened a BOOT and SHOE

.Joitt ttreet, two doors north of the Post Office',

la Lower Sandusky, and is how manufacturing to ordeh
ri every thing in the above line with neatness and despatch.
. His materials are of the best quality, his workmen are ex-

perienced, and all work is wrbastid.
; Hs intends to supply this marset with beautiful and

' .fashtenebio - - -
r- - j- - ; GENTLEMEN'S BOOTS, -
Men's, Boys', snd Children's 'Boots Shoes and Brogans,
Cowhide and Kipskin, as well as pumps, slippers, tc
Also, Ladies and Misses' slippers Buskins, Gaiters Sea.,

II don up neat and fashionable style, and delivered
with promptness and despatch!" Thesubscriberreqnests

: a, liberal share of the public patronage, and is determined
' to asorit the same. - '.v - ; :

v - GEORGE WIGSTEIN.
Jane 23.19,-- , v,; '-- .18:6m

, yu . '. . NE W ARRANGEMENT.
: - DRS . S HEETS & B E L L ,
TTAV1NG entered into a partnershipin the Drug Store
iX .'owned by Dr. (Sheets, in 1 yler s tiuilding, where
Jisy now offer a full assortment of
'

. Drugs, Medicines, Dje Stuffs, Oils, Paints,,',
and a rreat variety of fancy articles, such as eologne.
hair oil. indelible ink, s, combs, brushes of all
kinds, with a lull assortment of
': ; v PAT ENT MEDICINE S
for every disease that afflicts mankind: which we offer
at very low psiees for Cash, Beeswax, Ginseng, Sassafras
Bars from the root ana raper Mags. Low frices, and

.iiil".., '
-- Ready Pay in something, '

isaur motto forew.; ; i ; SHEETS & BELL.
Fremont,' July 14, 1849. 21

VOLUME I.

$ oe trj)
THE COTTAGE FIRE-SID- E.

How tweet it is at evening, when the daily toil is o'er.
To sit by the cottage fire-sid- e, and feel its warmth once
; more.
To hear the faggols crackle, and to see the embers glow;
And watch the curling vapor, through the gaping chim-

ney go.
The ancient oaken clock, in the dusky corner stands,
And marks the fleeting hours, - with its truthful iron

hands; " .

And by its cesseless ticking, the solemn warning gives,
The moments fast are firing," to ever; thine that lives.

An heirloom is the time-piec- e, and full many years has
atood, ; . - . a- - .

And marked the livelong actions of the simple and the
. good. .

The grandam plies her knitling; the slender needle flies;
And on ine leaavueo neartn-stan- tne punng kitten lies.
Till startled by the truant ball, it leaves the cheerfnl

; blaze,
Entangling fast the woolly thread, with joy mischevious

plays,
Upon the polished table the frugal meal is spread,
With yellow cream and honey-com- b and cakes of oaten

bread, ' ' .

And now the father enters, and the children haste to
greet, r -

With cheerful smile and gentle voice., their honest sire
to meet. "

His faithful wife, who ever shares her husband's grief
and jor,

Then gives iuto his sturdy arms, their lovely infant boy;
Relieved of him her willing care, the fragrant tea she

steeps, "

And from the hissing kettle's spout, the grateful vapor
creeps. .

With sppetites well sharpened by arduous dailv toil.
They eat with hearty relish, the produce of the soil;
And when the meal is over, the Bible then is brought;
With reverence all listen, while the holv word is taught.
Then to the earth low bending, they bow the humble

Knee.
Peace reigns withia their bosoms, their souls from care

'.' are free." .

No sound disturbs the speaker, till the prayer is o'er,
and then "

From each devoted bosom, Is heard the deep "Amen."
1 he kind "(xood night" is spoken for slumber all pre-- -

pare, .........
And wake the ancient grandam. who aleepa upon her

cnatr. ' ?
And soon within the cottage, the humble bed is pressed,
And all the happy fnmily are peacefully at reat. GnsF.

ft1 1 0 c ie 1 1 a n c 0 tr s .

; The Golf of Eternity.
We see tliat oui" youthful 'joys were but this

morning; we see them withered ere ws night
withered to be green no more. The grass can be
turned in one hour to hay, but hay can never re-

turn to its . former freshness. We look back on
Our early joys, and say, they are "as a dream, when
one awakelh." How short was the vision, and
whither has it fled ! We are just preparing to
live; but now we have awoke and tound that we
have nothing to do, but to prepare to die ; for what
has happened to the joys of life, will shortly hap-

pen to life itself, "in the morning it flourisheth
and groweth up in the evening it is cut down
and withereth" in the grave. .We have nlready
passed the greater part of life's comforts. Every
hour is carrying us still further from them. We
cannot return; but an irresistable current is bear-
ing us down into the gulf of eternity. .There is no
return there is no stop. It will be but a moment,
and we must go to our long home, snd leave the
mourners to go about the street j We. cannot be
younger, but shall soon be dead ; and on our dy-

ing bed we 6hall feel the truth of our text, and the
propriety of its figure more than ever. All our
life will seem but a day; and having bassed the
short day of dreams and shadows, we shall disap-
pear. We shall take ah eternal leave of earth,
and wing Out way to the bar of God. The places
which how know tis will shortly know us no more.
Our larids and houses will go into other hands.
Strangers will occupy our substance and walk
over our graves, without knowing we were buried
there. Our names - will be forgotten on earth.
The world will goon as before. The sun will rise
and set as usual. Mirth and diversion will be as
bright as ever. None will take thought of our
pleasure or pain ; while we shall be either mount-
ing the regions of life, and soaring high in salvation,
or shrieking to the ear of hell, and sinking into the
pit that hath no bottom.' ' . Dr. GrifBh.

' " "--to
' Reform.
The poor, crushed bondman hears it and upsprihgeth

To burst its shackles-- , aud again be freej
' O'er eur.!n it rolls tike gathering peals of thunder.

And Nations rise from slumber on the sod
And angels list, all mttte with breathless wonder

Its echo in the living soul of God. ,

O'er every radiant island of ereatioH;
The music of that Swelling peal is borne;

Land bears to land, and nation shouts to nation.
The war-cr- y of the age: "Reform! Reform!"

i Special deposit.
A fine, healhy infant apparently some eight or

ten days old, snugly stowed away in a band-bo- x,

was found at the front door of a worthy cashier of
one of our village banks, on Monday night, between
nine and ten o'clock. A deposit of. so unusual a
nature, was of course looked upon with some de-

gree of surprise and distrust, especially since it
was left so Ion? after banking hours. Jbsut few
words were, however, said on the occasion. The
treasure was received, and properly protected for
the night; but unwilling teat stock so manifestly
below its pa value should remain long on his hands,
the holder, with characteristic sagacity, promptly
negotiated for its transfer to a certain benevolent
institution in this vicinity, without even charging a
commission.

' The following lines were found attached to the
clothes of this unfortunate little stranger, evident-
ly written in a disguised hand : 'T,

Help me, a poor little orphan.' " " '" ' --.'

I... "Lilly' Y. La Mott
' To who in ease and plenty dwell, .

Who feel no want, who know no care,
. Let pity your soft bosoms swell.

And protect a little orphan dear.

I ask not for the sumptuous meal.
Nor seek the gaudy robe to wear;

Bnt nature's wants are my appeal
, Then help God's poor creatore dear.

Canandagua Repository.

A Compliment to thk Ladies. A minister a
short time ago held forth to his female auditors
in the following manner i

"Be not proud that our blessed Lord paid your
sex the disinguished honor of appearing first to a
female after the resurrection, for It was ohly done
that the glad tidings might spread the sooner.

prettily executed his purpose, than in this touching
little parable in the Book of Ecclesiastes: '

" There was a little citv, and few men within it;
and there came a great king against it, and beseig-e- d

it, and built great bulwarks against it: Now,
there was found m it a poor, wise man, and ne,
by his wisdom delivered the city." -

Nothing could more graphically illustrate intel
lectual power. All the patriotism and prowess, the
energies and resource were put in requisition to
resist tne invader; but all was unavailing. Kuin
was marching on Patriotism wept And maternal
fondness agonized. But while the warrior was
owning his impotence, and Philanthropy dropping
her last tear of dispair, this obscure wise one, step-
ped forward in the majesty of his strength, and
devised measures for disconcerting' the schemes of
tne invader.
- Parallels are frequent And while we cheerful
ly accord to valor its rightful meed; to wealth its
influence, and to sacrifice its praise, it will still be
the wonted province of wisdom to deliver. '

I have sometimes contemplated the man of in
tellect in the majesty and independence of his re-

source, as I would the lion in the mere animal
world, securely slumbering, while all his inferiors
prowl, and fear and watch. ' ' '

Nor is the mind's cultivation merely a source of
independence and power, but proline . of enjoy
mint. ' ' ;' ' '

God has made this world we occupy one entire
cabinent of curiosities ; and where ere we scrutenize,
gems glitter to attract and wonders unfold to lead
us on. The closer we inspect and the deeper we
dig, the more amazing the development and the
more attractive the reward. Nature is but one
cumbrous volume for the mind's ' perusal. The
husbandman who analizes his soil, and the house-
wife understanding engaged in the culinary art,
are but occupying another modification of laborato-
ry; and making a pleasure of the employment
which would else be nought but drudgery. Thus
verifying the sentiment of the bard ; each

" Finds tongues in trees, books in running brooks.
Sermons in stones, and good in every thiug."

Members of the association : I trust you will not
accuse me of an inappropriate enort to accommo-
date the occasion and the theme to my creed and
profession, if I further declare a conviction that
nothing can finish and give crowning potency to
intellectual decision and independence, save a reli-
ance upon Divine aid, and a consciousness of the
Divine approbation. To be strong in a sense of
our own attainment is indeed to have astatt to lean
upon ; to be strong in the Lord is, to rest upon an
Omnipotent arm.

I have before said enough to authorize the con
cession that there may in some instances be much
intellectual energy where God is neither feared
nor man regarded ; while a constitutional ineffi
ciency may cleave to the best endowment and most
unexceptionable probity. But both are departures
from a general rule. 1 here are are comets in the
natural world; it is not strange if they are found
in the universe of mind. " .":

think I shall hazard little in asserting that the
most brilliant examples of decision, independence
and action have been furnished from the ranks of
Christianity. I know that the pride of heroism and
the glory of arms have earned some through car-
nage and blood. Still it is true, though Christian
ity be yet but in its infancy, that the phalanx of
mind has marshaled and marched in the cause
of moral freedom and benevolence. ' It is natural
it should be so. The incentive is not measured ;

the goal is not in this world. If a love of kindred
and of country may awaken Zeal, and renown im-

pel to action, well may a conviction of the design of
our being, and the elevation of our destiny, stir an
ardor which waxes ever, and an energy which wanes
not) till the hand is reached forth for a crown of
glory.

Fellow Associates, in sketching thus rapidly the
advantage and practicability of our enterprise, if. I
have dropped ought which may serve to encourage
you-- , toy entire purpose is secured. Let me ex
hort yott in conclusion, to persevere in the object
you have espoused. Let no minor attractions break
in upon your attendance Upon our meetings. Friv-
olities will always be swarming in your path. ' The
nde the danCe-tu- e gathering in social glee;
and, perchance-- , that elevating, ennobling, enchant
ing past-tim- e of counting in table-circl- e, the live-

long evening, counting, what 'hearts,1
'duce,' "knave,'!! But even this, leave to more ex
alted minds; for such only can have calibre enough
to take in its charms, and to profit by an exercise
so superlatively intellectual I

Be oUrs the humbler purpose to impart the
shadings of thought; to receive the shadings from
other minds ; and by the aggregate of knowledge,
to increase the stock of each. And though lowly
now our stock, let aspiration never waver, never
sink. Like eagles' flight, though never rapid, let
ours be onward and upward, till like him, we may
gaze on a flood of light

- H

'Exchange." t v

Passing along one of our streets the other day,
we saw written in flaming characters over the door
of one of our rum saloons, 'The Exchange'

thought we, musing, as we wend-

ed our way r surely that is a most appropriate
name ! Here a man can exchange Wealth for ;

health for diseases and an untarnished re-

putation for the drunkard's notoriety.-.-Her- e he
can exchange the respect and esteem of acquaint-
ances for the hoots and derision of the rubble;
the pleasures of social intercourse for the com pan'
ionship of vagrants; .and the delights of a happy
fireside for the miseries of the gutter. He can ex-

change the cheerful countenance, with the impress
of intellect, for the bloated face and unmeaning
stare ; a proud and manly bearing for the dunkard's
stagger; comfortable and respectable garments for
those soiled and torn ; all that is pure, and lofty
and noble in humanity, for all that is foul and
grovelling and debased. He can exchange a
happy home for the drunkard's grave, and the joys
of heaven for the miseries of hell

An appropriate name is "Exchange," for all our
grogerie, and we recommend its universal adop-

tion. Unidii Buhner.

Old Mrs. Partington;- - That venerable oM
soul who is always on the look out thinks that
she as a gal as she "ust-'o-was- ," she'd see 'a
"young man" oxtracised before she'd marry ' him,
unless he'd detain from the error of his ways and
qu'.L "swilling dovn liquor: , The old lady Is more
than half right.

ADDRESS, ,
At the opening of the Fbimoitt Literabt Association,

Delivered on the evening of the 7th January, 1850.

A BY REV. H. P. POWERS.

But a little lower than than the angels! But a
little lower than the angels I Enviable position !

Can there be a race of beings, without the vesti-
bule of heaven, whom God hath elevated thus?
Lives there one of our species who covets not the
exaltation, and would not, were possibilities opened,
aspire to the semi-Divin- e condition ?

Yet who would dare indulge the thought, and
in his wildest dreams, entertain the hope, as he sur-
veys the myrids of his race but a little higher than
the herds that graze, or the camivora that prowl ;

But a little higher ? Nay, more irrational than the
one ; more cruel than the other, and more imbrut-e- d

than all the brutal world. Not merely cani-bal- s

of body and substance, but feasting on the
heart's sorrows and the soul's agonies, eating up
their fellows as it were bread.

-- With such exhibitions from the only rational race
with which we are conversant, where would tho't
fix the residence of beings made but a little lower
than the angels? What planet rolling nearest the
Eternal Throne, was made the favored point, and
peopled by creatures on whom the Creator spent
superlative care ? How broad must be its valleys
and how bright its lawns how chrystaline its
founts and how salubrious its climes ! There must
happiness revel and music swell in everlasting carol !

O that we were transferred to the blissful scene,
and made participants in its joy and raised to its
elevation! - : ,

But stay. This earth is the elected spot; and
orthe race placed in the proud

But why this depth of degradation and this con-
vulsive sorrow? Why is he fratenizing with
brutes and breathing sighs, whose soul was formed
for seraph converse and whose organs for song ?

It is because mistaking his destiny, he has given
to Passion the care which is the Mind's right.
It is because, becoming bestial, he has departed
from proximity to his Maker.

But remains there no remedy ? May we not, in
some measure at least, regain our elevation, and
recover enjoyment ?

We may. The antidote is found in the mind's
cultivation and the heart's discipline. V -

But let me here throw out a few local sugges-
tions, which, to me, seem to have a material bear-
ing upon our object : -

It will be perceived from our Constitution and
s, that our Society is social, and being so-

cial, it should be free. '

When I say free, I refer not to a brond door of
entrance through which every mass ot stupidity,
vulgarity and vice may gain admission. Proctd,
0 proctd, este profani: I speak of that unre-
strained liberty with which all should enquire and
all instruct

: The moment you hamper the Association with
a stiff formality, and a sneering or envious fault-
finding, you will cripple its energies and subvert its
purpose. To be useful to each other, we must be
social and kind. Criticism must be fraternal. The
promptings of hentvolen.ee, not of ridicule.

Here let every feeling of superiority be suppres-
sed in the overflowings of kindness; or if cherished,
cherished only to awakett additional desire to in-

struct and elevate. Let the sentiment and the im-

pulse which should pervade the seignior and junior
merhbets of the same family, mark our meetings,
and give Spirit to our actions and intercourse.
Neither Aristocrats, Democrats hot Sutaries, but
a brotherhood of learners, let our motto be Troth,
Intelligence and Union; and round this let lis
rally, without a murmer of dissent or ah ernotion
of bitterness. If there be a member less agreea-
ble to roe, be it mine to recollect that I am uncon- -

ciously. as disagreeable to some one else; and it
is very possible that the real fault is not that he is
so little like myself, but that I am so unlike him.
Our watch-wor- d is Amendment, not Proscription.
Our purpose to improve others aB well as to be im-

proved.: . ;

An intellectual creature, made a little lower than
the angels, capable of improvement, it is the proud
prerogative of man to be improving and approxi-
mating to his original elevation. The design is
aided and progress secured by combination and con-

cert. If the world has furnished hers and there
an intellectual Solitaire, wending his monastic way
of science, it has had its myriads who have climb-
ed the steep in 40cial concert and relative"ense ';

demonstrating thewrahtag'e 'of commingling minds
ana uniting enorts.

Members of this Association, vou have enlisted
fh a noble enterprise; let us see whether the means
are practicable, and the object attainable; the la-

bor available and the end an adequate reward.
Indolence may very probably sneer at the humility
ot our enorts. But with the Whole analogy of na
ture to encotirage us, and examples of success
standing lorth in the light of demonstration, we
rhay prospectively triumph, though but just enter-
ed upon the onset

. When we see the adamant worn by the drop-
ping water, and the rippling rill swollen to float the
gallant ship, and the acorn grown to an oak, shad'
owing a thousand heads, we cannot but borrow
conbdence from the results of the smallest begin-
nings.. ' ... ;.

If examples be needed, we have them in abun-
dance. Many illustrious spirits have risen to
evince the power of perseverence, and the benefits
of confederated effort Our own Franklin laid the
foundation of his after-eminen- in an association
far more limited and humble than this. Himself,
with perhaps five companions were banded for mu-
tual edification and improvement They convers-
ed and originated. They wrote, and read, and
criticised. . And the collission of mind, though
but that of apprentice-boy- s, ripened into giant
intellect, which conceived the frame-wor- k of free-

dom; wielded the affairs of State; played with the
lightning's flash, and chained the thunder-bol-t

I can never think of Franklin and his associates,
without smiling in the recollection of a circumstance
which he relates:

One of his comrades had conceived a profound
veneration for Ben's genius, and of course applaud-
ed every thing he wrote ; his prejudice being equal-
ly inflexible against another of their number, whose
productions he always abused. Franklin and the
unfortunate wight formed the design of interchang-
ing compositions at the next reading, to try the ef-
fect upon their critic companion. The result was
such as might have been expected. Franklin's re-
al production was fault-fouh- d without measure;
while that which he read was lauded with wonted

extravagance. The real author ventured- - some
amendments.' The critic lost all patience and pet-
ulantly exclaimed : "Hold vour tongue, you are no
judge, you know nothing about it" A good com-- 1

mentary, this, upon the power of partiality. Our
fair associate will doubtless all be Franklins in
our eyes. ' ,

But having thus glanced at the evidence of suc
cess, we pass on to the rewards of intellectual cul
ture. -

These are really so many, and have been so of--;
ten adorned in all the rich tapestry which lan-- 1

guage could furnish and genius array, that it leaves
us at loss what items to select for unvarnished re
cital Perhaps we may not do better than advert
to it as a source of

" True independence and strength of character."
If I speak of intellectual independence, I beg I
may not be understood to refer to that hardihood
which fancies itself ennobled because it dares to
act by the rule of contrariety. He is no less a
slave, whose rule is that of opposition, than he who
takes his creed from party dogmas, or follows in
the wake of some selected master. Though blind
as Bartimeu8,twere easy to walk in the same course
the multitude were wending. But wisdom puts in
the hand a staff on which we may firmly lean,
though pits should sink, or mounds should rise, or
contra pilgrims meet

It is the province of stupidity to reject counsel,
but of prudence to profit by it Yet when I say
profit by advice, I do not mean that our own judg-
ment is to be violated, and our own views cast
away. We owe a deference to those who know
more of the subject matter than ourselves. Yet
the intellectual independence which I wish to rec-

ommend, is mighty in its own strength, having bro't
the knowledge of others into alliance, and from
the accumulated mass, culled the gold and cast
away the alloy. The man may walk safely, but the
child will be in danger of many a fall. Ignorance
goes to others for opinion, but wisdom only for
counsel. Cultivation should be received by the
mind as food by the stomach to incorporate, iden-
tify and strengthen.

There are then two prominent advantages gain-

ed by intellectual cultivation ; the one, that it in-

spires courage to advance, though a leader should
be wanting.

When I have seen a mass together, accustomed
to intellectual dependence, waiting for their master,
I have been often reminded of certain fowls, (not
especially proverbial for sagacity) which fly in tri-

angle and of which the sportsman has learned that
if he capture the leader, he has the flock.

I remember to have been greatly amused once
at a country wedding, at the exhibition of mental
dependence. The assemblage was large, but rus-
tic. Supper being ahhouhced, all repaired to the
festive board; and it was truly ample enough to
rouse some quams of conscience in one at all scru-

pulous in regard to the amount he ate. There
Were turkies roast, and turkies boiled indeed it
seemed to ifle turkies every way-sav- e alive ; at
all events enough to serve a regiment A country
Squire who had Borhetimes been from home, and
was therefore more confident and polished than the
rest took position opposite to one of these ponder-
ous birds; ahd, furnished with ponderous carver,
it gave him altogether, caparisoned in Sunday suit
ahd khife Uplifted, the aspect of a dismounted drag-
oon, blandishing his cutlass over a fallen foei The
Squire sung out lustily to a neighboring bumpkin,
" Will you have a piece of the roast turkey ?" The
reply of course was in the affirmative, and would
have been, bad itbeeh dog or pole-ca- t All follow
ed suit for none bad mental courage to vary. The
Squire unfortunately, had never teamed that turkies
Cooked had joints', and, therefore "wrought away"
upon the outer carcass, till completely flayed, and
one were tempted to fancy himself m a medical
museum of skeletons.

But rt they called, and yet the Squire served
gallantly; and turned the carcass over, back again,
end for end, heads up, heels tip, ahd every way ; till
at length, driven to despiration, he strung every
muscle, and rlerved his courage in convulsive effort
and cut through bones at random. All this while
there were turkies untouched, which seemed to beg
tor patronage. Btit none had courage to vary from
tne rest

I can BeaHeely conceive a more awkward
than for one uninformed ahd unaccustom

ed to independent action, to be surprised into some
position which throws him ubOn his own resources.
and compels him to move without a leader. Or if
there be any tmng more awkward it is for such an
one to be forced to decide where adverse and near-
ly balanced vieWB are set up. In this predicament,
the dolt is really in the unenviable attitude of his
namesake, famishing between equal masses of
food. : -

.
- -

In the general, intellectual attainment will be
identified with promptitude to decide and act
i et it must be owned that there have been ly

exceptions. Of these, perhapB none more
signal lhatt the renowned Erasmus. With parts
the most brilliant, and attainments the most rich
his efficiency in the cause of Reform was almost en-

tirely neutralized by his indicisio'rt and timidity.
Not entirely unlike this case was that of the polish-

ed Melancthon; and it may be fairly doubted
whether the cause of Truth and Reform had been
carried forward in Germany, but for the iron firm-

ness and indomitable energy of Luther.
' Europeans tauntingly affirm of the American

people, that they are greater slaves to party lead-

ers, than are the subjects of a despot to the law
imposed. It must be confessed, that there is more
truth than cause for gratulation in this. Thou-
sands there are among us, who would be alarmed,
should they chance to broach an opinion, though
never so important or true, if found to be not in
perfect keeping with the views of their leaders. In
religion, many a blustering Peter may be found,
where there is no maid to accuse, nor mob to in-

timidate. How noble the exception furnished in
the pupil of Gamaliel The same intellectual de-

cision which marked hisxourse when importuned
not to venture himself at Jerusalem, emboldened
him before Agrippa, and sustained him in chains
at the Italian metropolis.

There is in intellectual discipline a more than gi
ant strength Or giant independence. A niah of
mental habits seems to noia unaer nis control, mi
the inferior spirits within his atmosphere ; and to
sayi in a kind of conscious onanipotence-,thu- s far
may ye go and no farther,,. His power is manifest-

ed to stay, to impel, to control, to direct, and to
benefit. Solomon, as you know, abounds in eulo-

gies upon wisdom ; but in no case has he niore

t


