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HOW I BECAME A PARSON.
AVING noticed that young minis-

H ters are made the pets of thelr con-
gatlons, and generally have the cholee
of all the mt things there are going—
that they have the unqualified admira-
tion of the pastoral flock, who vie with
each other in working the pretiiest slip-
pers, the most comfortable ensy-chairs
and foot-stools, the most significant and
elnborgte bookmarks—that they come in
alwaye for o fut glice of desirable proper-
ty, in case any plous lady of the congre-
gation dies and leives large legacies for
““gharitable purposes’ — that they al-
ways take the precedence in soclety, nre
loved by the ladies and referred (o by
gentlemen, and that, in fact, they nl-
ways manage, whenever there’s & smartl
shower of fal things, to be out in the
rain and get very wet, I made up my
mind that T would study for the minis-
try, and prepare myself for pulpit ex-
ereise.

Well, I sent word to wmy native vil-
Ingethat I was * reformed,” ete., and
that I wanted to study preaching and
bepome an ornament to the pulpit, and
s0 forth., Bo great was the joy over my
resolve, that the * Ladies Assoclation
for the Bupport. Encouragement and
Education of all Christisn young fel-
lows who want fo preach,” at once got
up a fair, and o banguet, and o plenie
und a series of weekly meetings for the
purpose of helping me. At the fuir the
c¢ustomary religious swindles were per-
petrated on the unfortunate gentlemen
who had been inveighed there, and a
large number of reluctant dollars were

coaxed into the fund. By this time 1
had begun my studies. And s the
association wns wvery assiduons and

panctual in thelr remissions o me dur-
ing my whole student-life,I will do them
that eredit, and also state how I usually
disposed of their semi-annual donations.
The money that they sent I could al-
ways manage ; the worked slippers 1
sold to a fancy store, niso the smoking-
enps, ditto the book-marks, the box of
clothes they used to send were of coarse,
unwearable (belng bullt by o country
tailor), so I used to pawn them to Mel
chisedec Isaac, a Jewish gentleman,who
felt so disinterested a concern in the
Christian faith that he would always
pay me libernlly for my country clothes,
half cash, and hall In cigars and apple
toddy. Of course, I had to learn to
smoke, s it would have been a sin to
waste the cigars. Lot no envious per-
son, however, say that I learned to drink
apple toddy for the same reason, for I
never drink apple toddy with the
slightest comfort; If I take over three
tumblerfuls, it always gives me o sovere
headache, snd interferes with my
studies. .

| for mortification of the flesh, would

| snid young Indies are rich;

my natural yearnings for such distine-
tlons, and turned wllh:u!r o sigh from
the heavenly halo of such a eplendid
life and glovious death, to content my-
solf with the inglorious ense and the un-
distinguished quiet of o residence amid
the comforts of n city, nud the
bt nameless, undesired convenl-
ences and unwished for plensantnesses
of nsojourn among o rieh congréga-
tion,

The opportunities for sell deninl, and

ons

lll‘
more frequent if I should be appointed
to the guardianship of & people rick,
very rich, in the filthy luere, the de-
gpiked dross, the midserdble trash (hat
men call money, Yes: after making it
n subject of serious meditation, my un-
bilnged and disinterested heart said.—
“Find & vieh congregation.” My heard
also sidd other things., It remorked :—
Have plenty of marringeabls young
ludies in your chuteh, and be sure the
the indica-
tions of Providence may point to mar-
ringe ; have severnl rich old maids, or
widows, in your church; Providence

| may indicate you ns the means of deter-

Atlast I was examined, pronounced |

a very good article of minister, and wus
given a dispensation to preach; looked
anxlously sbout for un eligible congre.
gation to preach at, made it o subject of
serious medilation, and came to this un-
bineed and disinterested conclusion, that
the unusual turn of my mind, the na-
tureof my acquirements, the foree of
my ministrutions and the peculinr char-
neteristics of oy style, required that I
should locate myself smong a cultivated |
and reflned people. 1 could plainly rec-
ognize the indications of Providence,
and I bowad meekly to the
willlngly gave up the brilllant glory of
a missiounry’s grand career. I pcom-
pelled mysell to leave the splendid hard-
ships and the noble trials of a frontier
ministry to others ; I schooled my heart
to resign the glorious opportunities of
winniog the martyr's crown among the
Carids and Patagonlans; I may say,

fiat. I |

mining their legacies; and it [s just
possible that, in that event, the =oul of
the dying person may moved
donnte her worldly dross to the chureh,
within even—for (he ways of Providence
are inerutahle—a fot slice for yourself :
have no very strong-minded deacons in
your ehureh ; for deacons might inter-
fere with your management of the
finanees: let there be o fine parsonage
attached to your church, with a garden,
an orchard, a grape house, and a con-
servatory belonging to it; let the rich
men in your church be plenty : let them
be of the most estimable breed of men,
the sort that take hints easily—for Prov.
idence may indicate that your studies
should be continued in a direction that
requires a purticulurly expensive library;
lustly, be sure that in your church there
is o doctor, who will consent to be your
dearest friend, and who wiil not hesitate
to notify your congregation should your
precious health fail.

Thesa are the things iy earnal and
unregenerate heart said to me, and after
making it a sulject of long and tearful
meditation, I came to the unbinsed and
disinterested conelusion that my heart
wis right. Then I remembered that
my heart had been renewed and that, of
course, that the heart must be o safe and
good counselor—so I accepted the sald
heart as my gulde, without farther hesi-
Lation.

Cnlls began to come in from various
churches. thuat desired the services of n
young and enthusiastic preacher,

Call from Brownville; church small,
salary ditto—slx hundred dollar n year,
payable quarterly ; large garden attach.
ed to parsonage ; minister
raise his own potutoes,
poor of the parish in simmer squashes,
gratis; mude it a subject of serlous con-
sideration and decided that Providence
didn’t say Brownville for me; declined,
on account of fack of confldence in my-
self, to undertake a work so responsible.

Hmithvilie called me; salary eight
hundred dollars, and collect il myself,
the minister expeeted to give his morn.-
ings to devotion and poultry : he
sell eggs and chickens enough
the meeting-house in repair; furnish
candles for evening prayer-meetings

be

must | M

to keep |

| with excusable pride, that 1 mastered |
| done,

numer- |

renl hard work of the minisler wns

(Private Informatlon from  Bqguliggs
lots of pretty young Iadies in the con-
gregation ; two nmbitious deacons, who
do all the visiting: four rich widows in
the villuge | parsonage pleasant and sal
ary sure).

Had o long snd serlous meditation ;
wins convinesd that Providence indies-
ted Jonesville for me; there was my
work to be done; there was my cross (o
be borne; there warg my crown o be
won, Wrote o the chureh nocepting
terms ; wrote to Bgulggs, msking nnme
of widows, deserlplions of personal ap-
pearnnee, and nlso photographs of one
or two of the rlchest, All wons now ket.
tled, and 1 was happy  that the indiea-
tions of Providence were too plain to be

| mistaken.

to I

I

expected to |
and keep the |

from his surplus turkeys, and either not |

pound the pulpit cushions to pieces, or
else buy an annoal new one from his
extra goslings; market four miles nff,
and Deacon Squeezem keeps a horse {o
halt-price to the minister, Medita-
ted and concluded that Providence had
reserved Smithville for some worthier
midn.

Robinsonville calléd—salary nine hun-

tred dollars ; parsonnge roomy, with ten
ancres of land attached, for the minister
to farm on shares with Deacon Damps:
the dencon to do the ploughing, and the
minister 1o buy the seedowhent ; neigh.
borhood very poor and sickly :
for an able and enthusiastioc minlster to
do so mueh good that 1 did not feel It
right of me to ob some other man of so
magnificent & chance to distinguish
himselfl by deeds of charity and love.
Declined, on agcount of ll-health,
Jonesville callell me ; lnrge congregn.
tion ; salury, a thousand dollars n year,
quarterly, In advance; choreh in a for-
ward state of religlon—all having pussed
the primary stages, and therefore all the

let,

| to contemplate,

chance |

Justns 1 had dispatehied a letier nsk-
ing what route T should come, another
letter was brought in; it was Jenkense
ville: n call—n loud oall—a very loud
eall; a eall that would be heard: town
large, church handsome, salary fifteen
hundred dollnre s year, quarterly, in ad-
vance; parsonage nll furnished; late
minister gone to Bouth Carolina; pulpit
vaeant : wanted me at onece, and there

was i cheek of two hondred dollars to
pay traveling expenses. Was there ever
o plainer Providenee? Never, If the

finger of Providence ever pointed any
thing whatever, then that finger was
poinled straight to Jenkensville, and my
heart emphatically snid : * To Jenkens-
ville; save the suffering souls, snateh
them from their impending fate. To
Jenkinsville, away, away 1"’

Another day brought a private letter
from Eggley, who,knowing my taste for
accurnte statistios, hastened to impart
the following Informaition :

“Halary eafe, soclety very agreeable,
ifteen or twenty girls in the town with
rich fathers, and one who owns two
saw-mille and a lumber yard in her own
right : she has red hair, but is otherwise
not unusually oljectionsable; a dozen
rich old fellows in your congregation ;
will die soon, and Jeave heaps of money
to somebody. Old Leggs, one of our
flock, Is worth half a million, and has

ot chrenic disenses complivated with
ung fever: can’t last a week: you can

see him before his Inst exit, if you take |

thc trnin day after to-morrow, at 4 A,
.1 donation purty twice n year; and
Iln- young Indies have “stocking solrees*’
once o month to make woolen hose for
the elergyman ; don’t think the people
have ever rend Channlng, you can plek
out of one of his gsermons for your first
appearance, and so get & good gend- ull
Yours, FaGLEY.
What was easier now than 1o see that
the Jonesville widows had been wicked
temptations of the Ewvil One, and that
the furnished parsonage of Jonesville
had been a dangerous sunre to my poor
soul ¥ Went on my knees tooffer thanks
for my wonderful escape, and then, re-
solving to loge no time in following the
indications of Providence, now unques-
tionable, I at once sat down *and wrole
to Jenkinsville, necepted the work there
80 providentinlly opened to me, acknowl-
edged the receipt of the check, charged
them two per cent. for exchange, and
now awalt the train that Is te bear me
to the scene of my pastoral Inbors,

. -

Unfortunate in not Being a Heathen.

RE, AMES was sitting in her front

room, when she saw approaching
Mrs, Armstrong, & very public spirited
lndy,who took awonderful interest in all
reforms and enterprises, especinlly these
undertaken for the benefit of people at o
distnnee,

My dear Mrs. Ames,’ she commene-
ed, “ 1 nm the agent of & sewing circle
just established, the object of which is
to provide suitable clothing for the chil-
dren in Patagonin, T am told that they
are in the habit of going about In & state
of nature, which you kunow is dreadful

** Perhaps they are used toit.”

““But that’s no reason who we should
not improve their condition. So we
have ngréad to hold meetings two eve-
nings in o week with this objectin view,
Will you joln ¥

“I'm afradd T ean’t. I should be
obliged to neglect my own children, as I
presume will be the case with those who
attend.

* Look; for example, nt that boy in
the street.  He has u hole in ench elbow,
and his clothes are covered with mud, I
presume his mother belongs to some of
these benevolent ussocintions, and hasn't
time to attend to her own children.”

| Cnpt. H. was gent by the

YMrs, Ames !t sald her visltor, rising
with indigoation, “‘do you mean to In-
stlt me ¥

YInsult you ! was the astonished re.

ply; “of course not, Whnt makes you
think se ¥"
Do you know who that boy is of

whom you speal ¢’

“No, Idon't; but I should llike to."’

“You would? Well, ma'am, your
curiogity shall be gratified. He Is my
son—Gleorge Washington Jackson Arm-
strong ! What have you to suy to thaty"

“Hay ¥ why nothing., Onlyitls un.
fortunate for the poor boy that he wasn't
o Patagonian.’

Dancing to a Strange Tune.

MONG the mad wags attached to the

BantaFe Expedition some yenrs ngo,
there was not o more Inveterate getler
up of practienl jokes than Capt. I, , poor
fellow! he ls dead now but the memory
of some of his laughable pranks still
lives,

In the early history

whose existence 18 but of

of n country
recent date,
secretary of
war, on a re¢ruiting tour through East.
ern Texns, When journeying from place
to place on horse back he chaneced one
evening to stop at 0 small tavern, where
he goon discovered that every preptmi-
tion was In progress for n ball, Ewver
ready and ripe for anything in theshape
of fun or frolie ; the caplain at once re-
solved to ** put up' at the tavern for the
night and take part in the festivities.

Al the time the clreumstances took
place, which we are about to relute,
soclety was sald to be divided into three
distinet elagges In Texns, First there
was the aristocracy, or * upper erusts,”
who, from the fact that they wore shoes
and stockings, were by common con-
sent allowed to take precedence in all
matters, of {nste, elegunce or fashlon,—
Then came the second, or middle class
an order that wore shoes but were un-
able to go to the expense for stockings.
The third or lower class “*went barefoot™
and ranked below the first mentioned
grades in every respect, Thus was soclety
divided nt the date of this story.

After Capt, H., had ‘“seen to' his
horse and procured his own supper, he
repaired to the ball room. There he
found a promiscuous assembliage collect.
ed, many of them enguged in the giddy
mazes of cotilions, jigs nud country
danees, He notleed, however, that none
other than those who were wearing
shoes and stocking were upon the floor,
and as the evenlng wore towards mid-
night he ascertained that none other
were allowed to take part in the dance,
By this time the first society had be-
come wearied with salutary exercise
and relinguished thelr elaim to the next
in rank.

He was another monopoly, for unless
a person had shoes upon his or her feet,
such persons would not be allowed upon
the floor. It bore heavily upon the
lower orders—the shoeless and slocking-
less gentry—but they were compelled to
submit to those arbitrary Inws which
always will govern alike in the most
free ns in the most despotic countries.

A wooden eclock upon the mantel
plece, which had found ils way into
Texus in company with some Yankee
pedlar, was striking its little ones before
the middle clnss became wearled with
dancing, but by the third wateh of the
night they had tired themselves down
and manifested a willingness to give up

i

| the floor to the next in grade.

But now a dilemmn oecurred which
entirely spolled the sport of thoge who
up to this time had * no show™ what-
ever—the fiddler who hadbeen imbiling
rather coplously of whiskey was found
to be so drunk thut he could not it up
on & chair, much less draw a tune from
his violin. They rolled the drunken
mun upon the floor, they stirred him up,
they rubbed his hend with vinegar and
they crammed an entire jar of
wood ‘s pickels down his throat but all
would not do.

At this Juncture, and when the poorer
prople had given up all in despair, their
spirits were suddenly elated by an offer
on the part of Capt. H, provided they
cotld procure him the fiddle, to give
them a tune. He knew just about us

much of performing on the violin as a
common negro banjo player does of the
more difionlt passages of the Stabat
Mater, but his powers of

fitation

were great, nnd all the Hitle preparatory
prelading in the way of turning and
thumbing the strings and screwing the
keyd he could do ns \wll ns Paganinni
himself,

The dancers were In eostaoles, the Addle
was procured, and a contiliton set was
immediately formed on the floor.  Capt.
I, was in no partionlar hurry, bul con-
tinned hig Nourishes in the way of turn-
Ing the Instrument for pome time. Onee
or twice he drew the bow selentiflcally
noross the strings, which were now
liorribly out of tune—flourishes which
eaused the enger dancers immediately (o
commence  “forwarding'' across the

| floor—but the wagglsh captain had no

Intention of giving them * send off"’ so
suddenly.

At length thinking he had infused
sufflelently of the effervescence of
dancing into the enger set, he drew the
cork by glving every string on the
violin & general rake with the bow,
Away they went like mad, Capt. H.
still sawing away, stamping his right
foot ns if keeping time, and called the

figure. Never wnu there seen such a
dance, * Chasgses,” ** eross over,” " dos
ndos,” were ealled out by the captain,

amid a serles of sounds from the puniah-
ed violin which would set & professor
crazy ; but so full of dance were the
hend and foot couple that they carried
the thing through with as much zenl as
though they had been bitten by an
Italinn tarantulas,

It may rendily be supposed that the
dancers had but u limited knowledge of
music but still they could tell in their
cooler moment, o tune from s tornado.
The first two couple had by this time
finlshed, and the second had commenced
when one of the former addressed his
partner with,

“ Eliza, did you ever henr that tune,
he's a playing afore.”

“COan't sny that I ever has,”" was the
response, and this within the hearing of
Capt. H. who was still punishing the
violin as severely as aver,

“ Does it sound to you muech like a
tune, Eliza anyhow ¥'" *“Well it doesn’t.””

“Norto me eltber,” sald the first
speaker, who all the while had his head
turned to one side after the manner of a
hog listening, ** My opinion that that
feller there is materinlly jest promiscu.
lously and miscellancously sawin awsy
without exactly knowin® what he's a
doin’,*'

This was too much for the captain,
who now dropped the violin, and rushed
from the room and sought his quarters
for the night. Thus ended a ball in
Eustern Texus,

Nothing to Do,

The brave man or woman will always
find something to do. I know a little
woman who, by her busband’s iliness,
hins been reduced to work for a livell-
hood. Bhe will do anything which is
honest. One week she does some copy-
ing. The next week she Is st her sew-
ing machine; & friend’s eyes are weak
and she happened to say she was look-
ing for a seamstress. Al once our
herolne (for are not such heroines?)

| stamped on her pride, which squirmed

e |
Uuder- |

horribly and said, * Remember she was
your bridesmald, and doesn’t know how
very poor you are; you'd better pretend
you know of a senmsiress.”” Down
came the foot, and the words nre spoken
bravely : *“If I may take the work
home, I will be very glad to it."”

Another time there issudden sickness,
and o nurée s required. She goes; and
g0, gradually, she acquired a reputation
for Inteénse earnestness in fulfilling her
duty—that of enrning money for her
children—and, one thing leading to
another, she learns how to support her
family comfortably and with ease.—
Where there's o will, one can generally
find a way.

Dangers of Tight Lasing.

A queer point is up before s Philadel.
phia court, Miss Clara M. Whipple
was riding in a crowded car, and her
corsels were lnced so tightly that, though
above the medium height, she could not
raise her hands to cling to the straps.
The car struck a bumper violently, and
she was thrown down and broke her
kneecap. One Jury has given her
£5,000 damnages, and now the sult Is up
before the Supreme court, the company
clalming that she neglectad to lake doe
precantion for her safely.




