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 @he Messenger.

“WWILL THE CONGRESS DECLARE
FOR CUBAN INDEPENDENCE

It iz noticeable what a change has
Suken place in regard to Cuba within
= month or less. It is very certain
#hat the article in the North American
Review by Hon. Hannis Taylor, ex-
sninister to Spain, and his subsequent
speech in New York state, have had a
-decided influence over numbers of the
mongress, and perhaps the cabinet.
¥is was abused for writing the paper

referred to and a certain class of or-
zans indulged in captious and very free
eriticism, but he was not moved. The
gruth is he voiced the sentiments and
weflected the feelings of a large element
«of Americans who were neither plotters
mor “jingoes.” They had grown tired
«of the butcheries of men and women
and the ruin of a rich island lying so
«lose to the American coast, and they
wanted the cruelties stopped. For a
Bong time all that most of the friends of
«Cuba ventured to favor or demand was
= recognition of belligerency by the
Mmerican government. But quite re-
«ently all this is changed. and the cry
mow is for a more aggressive attitude
—%0 recognize the Iindependence of
Cuba. It is very probable that this
will come before six months pass. It
may come before the first session of the
mew congress ends. We notice that
Senator Mason of Illineois, republican,
and Senator Mills, democrat, of Texas,
stand for the favoring independence.
Senator Gallinger, of New Hampshire,
republican, favors belligerency only;
Senator Teller, populist, favors bellig-
.erency and more, while Jeter Pritchard,
aof North Carolina, by way of Tennes-
mee, has not come to a conclusion, be-
wond belligerency. The recognition of
®elligerency at this stage of the game
will be practically of but little advant-
age. The picture that ex-Minister Tay-
for gives of Spain and the reform it
promizes. In his address at Cornell Un-
Sversity, ought to have real effect upon
American legislation as it must have
mpon the people who shall read what
he says. He Is showing himself a de-
cidedly able man in public address as
Bad before proved himself in diplomacy,
and had years ago in his most memori-
able work on the British constitution.
A man of character, of acquisition, of
rare abilitles, of courage of conviction
&he Spanish sympathizing press can not
Bowl him down. He chose to use his
Iarge observation, his knowledge
gained while in Spain representing his
eouniry in an official capacity, and he
was pounced upon all around for bad
faith, bad manners, etc. His speeches
€£two in number) have impressed even
some who were swift to censure him
for his contribution to the North Amer-
ican Review. Of the reform—so called
—meditated by Spain for Cuba, Mr.
*Faylor said this at Cornell:

“Cuba, in the agony of an economic
erisis had appealed to Spain to give
her the power to so regulate her own
affairs as to make bread; the reply
was a stone in the form of the sham
Abarzuza law, which was to worthless
to excite even the flattery of hope. The
only thing like a local legislature that
taw proposed was a council of adminis-
tration, one half of whose members
the Crown could appoint, and whose
presiding officer was the governor gen-
eral, who was not onty authorized to
suspend the council as a whole, but
also to suspend individual members of
the council of administration as long

as a number of councillers sufficient
€0 form a gquorum remains.

“That phantom body, which the
“YVice Royal patron’ could set aside at
will, was only endowed with advisory
powers., And yet I desire to impress
upon you the fact that that is the only
form of a local legislature that Spain
has so far offered to Cuba under the
sanction of national law. Why, then,
should anybody wonder that the
Abarzuza law should have been con-
temptuously set aside at the beginning
of the recent conflict as unworthy of
<onsideration? Such was the condition
of things when Senor Sagasta was
ealled upon to put down the present
revolt at the point of the sword.”

That surely is another instance of
Juggling with methods of relief and
offering a scorpion when Cubans sued
for blessings. What intelligent, patri-
otic Cuban could be deceived with such
a pretense or be satisfied to await the
issue of such a false offering? Mark
you Mr. Taylor is not only a close ob-
server, an able writer, but he has had
the peculiar advantages of four years
study in the Spanish court. He is
thoroughly posted. Of the real situa-
€ion now the ex-minister says this:

“During the last three years Spain
has expended in the Cuban war twice
Aas much money and has sent to the
island twice as many soldiers as Great
Britain employed during our entire
revolutionary struggle. The result is
that the military and pecuniary re-
sources of Spain have boen exhausted
without results. _

“Out of the 200,000 men she has sent
€0 the island, not over 70,000 are now
effective, and if she attempis to force

a large body of fresh soldiers to go
£from the peninsula, there will be
mutiny and resistance. She has al-

ready expended in the present war at
least $300,000,000, and her wasted treas-
wury cannot stand the drain much
fonger. These facts are all perfectly
well known to the Cuban revolutionists,
who also perfectly understand that
£heir complete triumph is a certainty
in the near future.”

With this clear statement of facts
aand results, who can believe that Spain
«will be able to crush out ‘“‘the rebel-
Mion?" The war must continue with its
Wioody issues and with devastation and
. #erriffic sufferings, unless Civilization
:ssteops in and says this butchering must
-wease, this war of reprisal must cease,
‘Zhis destruction of a once rich island
-smust end at once. Continues Mr,~
“Taylor:

“I have thus attempted to demon-
pitrate to you that there is absolutely

neither hope nor prospect of the Cu-
bans and Spaniards settling their
differences upon the basis of mutual
concessions, for the very good reason
that Spain herself is resolved not to
make any genuine concessions, and the
Cubans are equally resoived not to ac-
cept them even if they were at this
late day honestly made. If I am right
in that conclusion, then the present
heart-breaking struggle must go on
under our very eyes until the island is
destroyed, or until one of the other of
the contending parties is exhausted—
unless the government of the United
States intervenes and commands that
peace must be re-established.”

The Messenger does not belong to the
“Jingo™ class. It does not run with the
annexation of foreign territory
“eranks.” It would not go out enlark-
ing our already wide borders and bring-
ing a mongrel, mixed, undesirable
population. It wants to see no com-
plications growing out of foreign ag-
gressions on the one hand, nor does
it desire armed interference in other's
quarrels on the other hand. But if Mr.
Tayvlor is.correct in his conclusions—if
Cuba is to be Tuined, blasted, and its
population practically wiped out, it
would be the part of wisdom and hu-
manity for the United States to inter-
vene to save the consummation of ruin,
and if necessary to invite the interven-
tion with them of England and possibly
some Europroan_ powers. The United
States have failed to do their duty under
the circumstances. Our governmesant
has been too indifferent, too inert, per-
haps even cowardly. We make one
more quotation from Mr. Taylor's ad-
dress:

“Whenever the affairs of one state
are so bounded up In and interlaced
with the affairs of another state that
the international difficulties and con-
ditions of the one seriously interfere
during a considerable period of time
with the internal peace or prosperity
of the other. then, upon the principle
of self-defense, the injured state has
the right to intervene in the affairs of
the offending state in order to re-estab-
lish her own tranquility.

“In Europe the right of intervention
can only be asserted through a concert
of the great powers, because by their
co-operation the balance of power is
preserved. In America, as we are the
one overshadowing and, dominating
power, the duty of intervention in an
extreme case falls upon us alone.”

He thinks this country shoruld inter-
vene without any reference to other
great countries, and because of our
great nearness to Cuba and the close-
ness of business transactions.

He opposses a mere recognition of bel-
ligerent rights for the Cubans, believe-
ing it would probably cause a war
through “‘complications that might re-
sult,”” and he therefore favors the
prompt recognition of Cuban indepen-
dence, and says it “would not give to

belli. And yet such a mortal blow de-
livered by us now would so completely
hit the mark that the fierce bird of
prey that is still wheting its beak upon
the vitals of Cuba would fall from its
perch pierced through and through.”
The congress meets mnext Monday
when the friends of Cuba wil ltake
early action probably and it will be
then seen what shall be the attitude of
the puissant Republiec in the cruel, re-
morseless war waging near its borders.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.

STATEMENTS OF THE INDEBT-
EDNESS OF THE SUBSCRIBERS TO
THE SEMI-WEEKLY MESSENGER
WERE RECENTLY MAILED, AND
WHILE A GREAT MANY HAVE
RESPONDED, THERE ARE MANY
YET IN ARREARS AND WE TRUST
THIS REMINDER WILL CAUSE
ALL WHO HAVE NEGLECTED
THEIR ACCOUNT WITH US TO
TAKE PROMPT ACTION. THE DATE
ON THE LABEL OF EACH PAPER
SHOWS THE TIME TO WHICH THE
SUBSCRIPTION HAS BEEN PAID,
AND THE ACCOUNT CAN BE EASI-
LY DETERMINED WITHOUT WAIT-
ING FOR A STATEMENT FROM US.
A THOROUGH REVISION OF THE
LIST WILL BE MADE AT AN EAR-
LY DATE AND ALL DELINQUENTS
WILL BE PLACED ON OUR “BOOK
OF REMEMBRANCE.”

HARD TO BEAT FARMING IN
NORTH CAROULINA

What a fine climate North Carolina
is blessed with, and what great advant-
ages fall to her people. It is not in-
frequent that two crops of fruit are re-
ported in one season, or two crops of
food from the same land. In yester-
day's Messenger, from Granville came
the report of two crops grown this year
on two acres. The first crop was thirty
two-horse loads of rye fron two acres.
The second crop on the same land, was
ten barrels or fifty bushels of corn per
acre. That is very fine indeed. A day
or two ago another county reported
three crops this year on the same land.
Some one writes to the New Bern paper
that in Pamlico county a farmer made
twelve bales of cotton on four acres.
If the bales are of regulation size that
is indeed superb cropping. Read what
follows:

We heard Rev. Charles P. Jones, still
living in the west, a native of North
Ca_rollna, long time connected with the
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Spain under the laws of nations a casus |

North (Carolina conference, M. E.
church, author of a valuable book and
a capital preacher, say In a public talk,
at Oxford, in the Methodist church,
that below New Bern, or near New
Bern, in Jones or some countiy not far
off, we forget which, for it Is nearly
forty years since we heard him, that
he had known fifty bushels of corn to
be grown upon land between the Neuse
and the Trent rivers that was never
ploughed or hoed, or worked in any
way. A hole made by a peg received
the grains of corn and the crop made
itself. We know the late Thomas W.
Harriss, of Halifax, of blessed memory,
an alumnus of the university, more
than fifty years a steward on the
old Roanoke circuit, the first one
formed in North Carolina, and one of
the wealthiest men of his county or sec-
tion,went to Beaufort county after the
war, and purchased a large plantation
near, we think, the old town of Bath.
His object was to plant cotton. He
told us after experimenting that the
land was positively so rich he could not
make cotton profitably. It grew so
enormously and so thick that the bolls
could not mature. He was forced to
abandon cotton and plant corn. We
knew Dr. Robert Patterson, of Halifax,
a nephew of the late Bishop Atkinson,
to average more than 100 bushels of
corn on some fifteen or twenty acres.
and that too in war times. So it is not
impossible to make three bales to the
acre provided the land like Mr. Harriss’s
and Dr. Patterson’s Is not too rich for
cotton. In Halifax county, as we
have more than once mentioned, we
know that the late Littlebury Manning
made on one acre enriched by him,
three bales and exhibited them at a
Weldon falr, taking a premium. So
what has been done may be done again.

Do not let fruit growing, a most im-
portant industry be overlooked here.
Excellent returns are reported this
year. What have been accomplished is
but a foretaste that awaits North Car-
olina if its farmers and others will give
their time or a part of it to growing
fruit of different kinds, and learn how
to prepare it properly for shipping to
the various markets. The state labor
commissioner will report that fourteen
counties ship 90,000 barrels; Haywood

Wilkes, 10,000; Yancey, Clay, Jackson
and Surry 8,000. There are many local-
itles in this state where peaches are sel-
dom killed, and especially is this the
case in the thermal belt region. Apples
are kept all winter in ordinary cellars.
It is destined to be the greatest apple-
growing region in America. Let our
people wake up. They have all about
them a veritable Land of Goshen. To
abandon North Carolina for other
states is folly.

i

Why allow yourself tc be slowly tor-
tured at the stake of disease? Chills
and Fever will undermine, and event-
ually break down the strongest consti-
tution. Febri-Cura (Sweet Chill Tonic
with Iron) is more effective than quin-
nie, and being combined with iron is
an excellent Tonic and Nerve medicine.
It is pleasant to take, and is sold under
positive guarantee to cure or money
“just as good” kind don’t effect cures.
Sold by J. C. Shepard, J. H. Hardin
and H. L. Fentresr =

LOOKING AT ELKECI1ION FIGURES

Lately we saw in some northern pa-

the anti-republican vote had fallen off
in Kansas, and consequently how
greatly the gain for the republicans.
We do not recall the figures nor do
we question their correctness. It sur-
prised us to see such a triumph in
“bleeding Kansas' where the populists
movement had been so strong and
where there had been such widespread
clamor over bad crops, low prices and
heavy mortgages. This year the prices
and products have almost doubled the
amount of last year in dollars and
cents. Perhaps the people out there
attributed it all to the republican gang
instead of to a merciful and smiling
Providence.

But let us glance at other states and
see how it has fared with the republi-
cans. We showed some time ago from
the election returns that in six states
a change of 25,000 votes would have
elected Brysn. In ten states the re-
publicans had 141,025 majority in 1896.
We find the following table in an ex-
change we suppose 1is correct. It is the
vote in six states for two consecutive
years:

and Swain 15,000 each; Caldwell and

per an attempt to show how greatly

1896. 1897.
Pennsylvania .............295,072 144,312
Massachusetts ............173,365 85,957
Maryland ....:ci.cc0000.... 32,224 7,100
OBIO ....ivciiuincninecicse.. 41,497 ‘28135
L e Gty e o 65,552 30,000
NoWw TBIBEY .vvecosisnnsnss 87,692 8,245
Totals . ve wuwe wnendet01, 402 303,758
Republican loss in six
States in one year...... 397,644

It will De recalled that in the union
McKinley led Bryan by 651,016 majori-
ty. So in six states the major's major- |
ity is reduced nearly 400,000. In nine
maonths his administration has been so
unpopular, so detrimental, such a dead
failure save in increasing pensions, in-
creasing taxation and adding to the
oppressions of the people, that at the
very first election the majority of for-
ty-five states is cut down nearly two-
thirds. Now take two other states and
see results:

P

Rep. maj. Dem. maj.

in 1R896. in 1897,

New York ............268,469 68,609
Kentucky .... ec.ov..s 281 17,326
t_- i

Totals ....... ......268,750 85,935 |

Republican loss in two ‘states....364,685
Add republican Hss in six states :
“ m'e ........‘..-..".-...-..m.m
Total republican Hes In eight
States from 1896 to 1897........762,339

That wil do for the firat year and
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1826 is lost and by more than 100,000

over. McKinley had 651,016 majority.
Loss in 1897, 762,332—loss 111,316. If you
will add the democratic majorities in
the late election in Nabraska and Vir-
ginia you will swell farther the volume
iIndicating the marvelious change. The
people are weary already of McKinley-
ism. It is a dead weight upon the peo-
ple. They should compel their senators
and representatives to be hereafter
elected to very greatly reduce public
expenditures. ‘The more than $500,000,-
000 anually, should be so0o heavily
razeed as to make it not more than
$350,000,000, and then by degrees cut
down still farther until this govern-
mment is run upon a proper economical
and honest baeis so that the yearly ex-
penditures for all purposes shall not
exceed $300,000,000. We repeat again
that President Buchanan's administra-
tion for four years did not exceed an
average of 370,000,000 a year. We have
not the figures at hand, but such Is
our recollection and bellef. In four
years he required no more than $280,-
000,000. The population was some 31,-
000,000. Surely if that rate of expendi-
ture was sufficilent with 21,000,000 of
people, $300,000,000 should be enough
with some 70,000,000. The government
in honest, capable hands, can be con-
ducted efficiently by an expenditure of
as much money in a year or more, as
Bnchanan required for four years. It
is an outrage upon the people that for
the ten last years the expenditures
have been so enormous. The people
must correct the evil for politicians
will never do it.

AS TO THY MOVEM:NT AGAINSY
BUTLER

A dispabch from Raleigh to The New
York Evening Post is possibly mislead-
ing. It is concerning *“‘Senator But-
ler's rash speech”—better to call it in-
famous speech—and the idea conveyed
is that there is a movement on foot
to drive him from the senate. The
heading is ““Threats in North Carolina

to force him out of the senate.” We
suppose it is empty threat by dis-
gusted men. We appre¢hend that no

democrats are so deeply incensed as
to try to attempt.an impossible thing.
Butler denies and evidently 1lies for

three reputable ministers of the
Gospel, a physician of character,
and other men of known personal

worth make affidavit to the fact that
Butler did say as charged. The Ra-
leigh special has this:

“Populists who are onposed to But-
ler's leadership are scourging him
with this new whip. Some populist pa-
pers declare that he should resign
from the senate and as chairman
of the populist national committee,

| and threats have been made to go be-

fore the next legislature and demand
that his resignation be asked.”

Beyond a doubt it would be a very
great relief to all parties if Butler
could be bounced. The demagogue
only lacked this slanderous assault to

complete his political ruin. Personally,
but few democrats have had any confi-
dence in his integrity or respect for the
man. The democrats would rejoice to
see a better, purer, truer man in his
place. Republicans would rejoice if he
could be ousted for it would open up
a chance for one of their gang. The
better class of populists—the men of
character, who have ‘been sincere and
honest in their advocacy of certain
measures, would be greatly relieved of
a burden if Butler, the traducer and
blatherskite, were taken down and put
away in some obscure hole where he
could work no iniquity.

Suffered 20 Years.
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RS. MARY LEWIS, wife of a promi-
M nent farmer, and well known by all

old residents ncar Belmont, N, V..
writes: “For twenty-seven years I had boen
aconstant sufferer {rom nervous prostra-
tion, and pald larze surms of money for doc-
tors and advertised remedies withons bene-
fit. Three years azo my condition was
alarming; the least noisc would siartle and
unnerve me. I was unable tosicep, bada

| number of sinking spells and slowly grew
| worse. I began using Dr. Miles® Restorative

Nervine and Nerve and Liver Pills. Atfirst
the medicine seemed to have no effect, but
after taking a few bottles I began to notice
a change; I rested better at night, my appe-
tite began to icprove and I rapidiy grew
better, until now I am as nearly restored
to health as one of my age may expect. Gou
bless Dr.Miles’Nervine.”
Dr. Miles’ Remedies
are sold by all drug-
gists under a positive
guarantee, first bottle
benefits or money re-
funded. Book on dis-
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55T Sunshine makes
2 32 the Perfect Rose and

P. P. the Perfect

Woman.

P. P. P,

time. Before that | could met
saything. | est st every 4
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That grand time of the year is now
drawing close to hand when every
heart is expecting something from
some dear friend in the way of a pres-

ent,
TOYS. TOYS.

of all kinds, with a brand new stock.
‘We so0ld out last season completely and
now are prepared to show the largest
assortment of Dolls in all prices from
6c up. A large jointed, Bisque curly
haired doll, 13 inches long, for 25¢. Kid
Dolls from 10c to $1.25. Fancy dressed
Dolls from 10c to $2.50. Very large inde-
structible Dolls, 30 inches high, for 76c.
Unbreakable Dolls for 50, 75¢ and $1.00.
Infant Dolls at 25¢. Boy Sailor Dolls
at 25c. We have a complete line of
Dolls and can suit Mr. Santa Claus to
his fill.
Guns, Watches, Trains, Balls, Doll Car-

riages, from 25c to $1.50. Infant Chairs,

Goat Carts, Push Carts. I have Toys

to sell that will please.

for 25c. Bureaus, Beds, Cradles, Side- |
boards for all prices from 25c to $1.00 .
each. We will have our toys in full dis-
play in a few days.

A big line of fine hand-made Indian
Baskets for lunch, fruit, hampers,
waste paper, wall racks, flowers. Thias
beautiful line of Baskets are all new, 1
fresh and lovely goods. I bought them
very cheap and will sell them at half
what otfter merchants ask for them.
They run in price from 10 and 25¢ to
$1.50 and $2.50. Look at them; they are
beautiful presents.

CROCKERY—Vases, Bisque Figures,
Mugs, Cups and Saucers, and every-
thing in the fancy crockery line.

LADIES’ CAPES.

T have just received from a big
slaughter sale of Ladies’ Capes in New
York a lot of new goods that I am sell-
ing very low. A nice Double , Fur
Trimmed Cape for 9%; better quality
at $1.25 and $1.50. A nice new style Em-
pire Cape, Fur trimmed all round, at
$1.75. A fine Seal Plush Cape at $2.99.
A very handsome Seal Plush Cape, |
handsomely Trimmed, at $4.00, and bet-
ter and longer at $5.00. A nice line of
cheap Jackets made of very best Beav-
er, large buttons, at $2.30 each, a spien-

did job. A big line of Ladies' Cloaks,
to close out at a price. See our dis- |
play of Capes and Cloaks and we will

save you money on this line. 1

|
Wagons, Horses, Carts, Stoves, l
|

WOOD TOYS—Tables, 15 inches high, |

Wimogtons Bp Racket Slore

HAS MADE

il

SINAD TRADE

Remember our line of Ladies' Skirts.
We have them at all prices and can
please you in fit, style and quality.
The price is low—far muoh less than
you can make the skirt for—frem $1.50
to $7.00 each. I have a few Worsted

Waists made of black Brilliantine that
I will sell at $1.00,

MILLINERY.

We are still leading the state im Mil-.
linery. Our Ladies’ Hats, Ribbone,
Feathers, Flowers and Jets. We sell
nice Saillors at 26 and 35c. Splendid
trimmed Hats from 50c to 7éc and $1.00,
Our fine line of Hats we trim to your
order free of cost to you. We sell you
the material—hat and trimming—then
our milliners will trim It to please you
free of cost to you.

We have just recelved a bdig line of
fancy Ribbon, beautiful fancy ribbom,
new woven siripes, all best tafTeta @ik
in No. 58, which 18 3% to ¢ Inches wide,
at 25¢c per yard, worth regular 48c. A
big line of cheap plumes, 7 Inches long,

| for 20c each. Wings from 19 to 35c.

MEN'S CLOTHING & BOYS' SUITS.

We are making a special effort to sell
our winter stock. Our sales have been
large in this line. We have swits at

- $3.50, $4.25, $5.00, $6.25, $7.50, $9.0v, $10.00,

$13.50 and $15.00. We never misrepre-
eent a suit. Our prices are very low.
We have Youths' Suits from 14 to 19
years old, all wool, from $3.50 to $5.00.
Boy's Suits from 50c to $3.50. Men's
Odd Pants, all kinds and prices, from
29¢c to $3.50. Sweaters from 2c to $1.00.
Top Shirts from 15¢ to $L09. Under-
wear, all grades and prices to suit the
times.

DRESS GOODS of all the new things
that are shown this season. Forty
inches wide, new wool Noveltiew, at 26¢
per yard. Beautiful all wool tricot at
20c, one-half wool tricots, 30 inches
wide, at 10c a yard. A job in oalico at
3%c per yard.

We sell almost everything

fn the
Dry Goods line, x

Carpets of all kinds at

. a reduction of 5¢c per yard. Mattingn
- from 12% to 20c. Carpet paper for éc.

Fruit of the Loom bleaching at 7e. Co-
lumbus bleaching, 1 yard wide, at Se.

. L. L. Sheeting, 1 yard wide, at 40. Good
| Plalds at 3%ec.

Ginghams at 3¢,

Come to the largest Dry Goods store
in the city on Front street, oppuwite
The Orton Houge,

GEO. 0. GAYLORD, Propr.,

OF WILMINGTON'S BIG RACKET STORE

TETHRE BEST =
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North Carolina and Texas

SERED

OATS

‘We have seen in years we are offerinc
for sale at low prices. Ouly the Best
"pays for Seed. Orders promptly filled.

WORTH & WORTH,

WHOLESALE GROCERS,

-
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