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TORNADOES KILL 12 EXPLAINSOPPOSES CUT OF BROOKSSPOUTWATER BOG INCREASE SHOWN
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$2,000,000 FIRE IN

POCOMOKE, MARYLAND

Pocomoke City, Md. With ten
acres In the heart of the city burn-

ed over, causing an estimated prop-

erty damage of more than $2,000,

000, Governor Ritchie ordered a

company of the first regiment,
Maryland national guard, at Salis-

bury, to proceed here at once to

protect property which escaped the
flames.

The heart of the business sec-

tion Is In ruins. Both banks have
been destroyed, and in addition
to business structures, 50 homes

fell prey to the flames. Commun-

ication with the outside world has
been established by tapping wires
on the outskirts.

Washington. Increase In value
of America's foreign trade was re-

ported here by the Department of

Commerce, with announcement
that exports last month aggregated
$382,0Q0,0O0, the highest since

1921, and that Imports to-

talled $258,000,000, the greatest
since December, 1920,

The trade balance of74,000,800
In favor of the United States
shown by the figures la the great-

est since November, 1921, when
the total was $83,000,000. The
trade balance In February was

and In March, 1921,

Exports Inst month compared
with $3S7,000,000 during March,
1921, and were nearly twice as

great as the pre-wa- r figure of 0

In March, 1914.

Imports In March compared with
$252,000,000, a year ago and with
$183,000,000 in March, 1914.

GRAIN PLANTIN6 IS DELAYED

8EEDING OF SPRING GRAIN 18

BEHIND THE AVERAGE

SEASON.

Good Progress Made in Central South

Carolina and South Eastern

North Carolina.

Washington. Seeding of spring

': 1

i

gralns is very much behind the cept the challenge from friends of
average season as a result of frequent the measure as framed to find out
rainfall for more than a month In what the President wanted and to
most of the interior vnlley stales, ac-- 0t the house know,
cording to the weather and crop y Dear Congressman Longworth:
view issued by the department of ug- - - have to acknowledge your

Very little Bpring wheat ter of inquiry addressed to me on
or oats wis Beeded during the week, tne tenth instant. If I were to

seeding made good progress drPSS tno Congress formally I could
in the upper lake region and the pay ony wnat I have already said
light rainfall in tho Atlantic coast informally, because I am well per-stat-

was favorable to field work. iguaded that it Is not wise to make
Warm weather and wet soil caused 80 drastic a cut in the naval ap-- a

rapid growth of winter wheat proprlatlons as has been proposed in
throughout the interior of the coun-- ; the measure now pending,
try, and satisfactory conditions and -- i m) not doubt the good faith of
progress were reported In the south-- ! the committee majority in believing
ern and Atlantic coast states. a suitable navy can be maintained

Germination and growth of corn undPr the limitations fixed in the
was favored by high temper.itures in pell,iing bill, and I am heartily In
the southern districts, but much wtn every consistent effort
planting will be necessary on low- - t0 jpPpPn the cut In governmental
lands in Texas because of floods. Corn expenrltures. At the same time I

planting made eathsfactory progress must believe in the good faith of
in moM of the southeast, but was a(1v8ers who say very emphatically
delayed by wet soil In the lower Mis- - that lt a impossible to maintain,
slssippi alley . within the proposed appropriations.

The week was favorable for the the standard set for our navy which
preparation of soil and the planting wag ma(e the base of the interna-o- f

cotton in most eastern districts of tionaI conference, and which stand-th- e

belt, the weather and crop re--
ar(I we hayf proclaimed to the world,

view stated. --
q( course the decision must He

Seeding made good progress lnw,tn tne Congress, but I should not
southeastern sections, extending ,)e frank , rerlyinK to your

during the week over aury ,f , dld not 8ay tnat j gha
the central counties of North Caro-- ,

h greatiy dlsappcinted, and I be-"n-

illeve the country will be greatly dls- -

Conditlons were somewhat more pointed, if the expropriation, to

LINER ABOUT 800 MILES OUT OF

NEW YORK WHEN SPOUT

WAS SIGHTED.

VESSEL HAS NARROW ESCAPE

Passengers Make Bets on Result

Before Realizing That Tie Meant

Instant Death.

New York. The story of a gigantic
waterspout which chased the Cun-jar-

Liner Carmania half an hour and
then suddenly subsided when it was
almost upon the hard driven ship, was

jtold by officers and passengers when
she arrived after a round trip to the
Near East.

The liner was about 800 miles out
of New York when the spout was first

sighted. At first, passengers said, it

appeared ns a slight disturbance of

water about eight miles astern. Then
the waves were twisted and churned
and hurled skyward with terrific force
in an ever Increasing volume. For a

time, they stated, it stood still while

Captain Melson, after pronouncing it

a big watprspout. ordered the liner
sent ahead at full speed. At almost
the same moment, the spout seemed
to take wings and rush after the big
ship.

The passengers crowded aft. Smoke
belched from the ship's funnels while

jthe Carmania strained every atom of;
her strength to escape. As the spout j

traveled It grew larger. It widened

rapidly and towered high in the air,
throwing off spray.

As first the passengers thought that
It was just a wonderful phenomena.
They begnn to het on Its speed, on
whether it could catch the boat, or

i pass it. Then, as it towered In the
'Carmania's wake, gaining rapidly. It

suddenly occurred to the passengers
that it carried certain death with It

jthat the race was one for life.

The spout continued to ?aln until
it was almo.-- t upon the ship. The pas-- :

sengers. huddled along
the decks watching the oncoming
mass of water It had onlv to rpnch
on t for the shin iprl it subsided as!
suddenly as It had risen. Five min-

utes after there was nnthlne to show,
there had been any disturbance of the
placid r,ean.

Captain Melson smiled when he was
asked about It.

"I'll never tell what would have
happened If it had caught us," he said. '

"In fact. I never could have told. We
would have been listed as missing
on the marine register."

Cases Facing Supreme Court.
Washington The legality of army

"plucking boards,'' the illegality of

transportition of liquors through the
United States while en route to less
arid jurisdictions, and the usual set
of tax cases, are among the actions
to be presented before the supreme
court in the 40 hours remaining of the
time designated in the present term
for oral judgment. The court's plans
are said to fix a date early In June
for final adjournment and April 28

as the last day for hearing oral argu-
ments on cases now on the calendar.

Among the cases which probably
will be called this week Is that of the
Baltimore club of the defunct Federal
league against the present malor
leagues, charging violation of the
Sherman anti-trus- t laws.

Foreign governments as well as
American prohibition enforcement
officers are Interested In the con-

struction the supreme court will
place In two cases brought under
the Volstead law to block transporta-
tion of liquor through the Tnlfe
Sti'es. The dev!lons jf Jower fed-

eral courts were conflicting. .,

Tree Planted on Crave. ,
Washington. With appropriate cer-

emony, the American Forestry associa-

tion planted a memorial oak In front
of the house In Glen Echo, just out-

side of Washington, In which Clara
Barton, founder ot the American Red
Cross, died Easter Sunday, 1912.

Aviator Killed In Nose Dive.

Galveston, Texas. Capt. G. S. Little
and Sergeant James L. Johnson, army
flying from Kelly field, San Antonio,
were killed here when the airplane In

which they were flying went Inta a
nose dive at a height of about 100 feet.

Officers at Love Field who are
Investigating the accident believe that
Captain Little was piloting the ma-

chine. The accident occurred near
a private landing field and it Is be-

lieved the aviators Intended to make
a landing when the plane dropped
to the ground.

Lloyd George at Conference.
Genoa. Premier Lloyd George has

announced that his aim at the Genoa
conference is to bring Into being a
pact among the 34 nations represented,
agreeing not to Invade one another's
territories.

Britain Is against a pact with mil- -

itary sanctions, it If declared, be--

cause sanctions belong to the order
of Ideas that an endeavor ts being
made to get away from, and guar- -

Vn i ut nir n 175 uu honn issue rni-- .

the Four Oaks School District in John-

son county, the supreme court ruai
tinned Ha ruling that the legislature,
can ratify and conlirm the results ot

procoediugs authorized by it under
an act rendered ineffectual by reaaoa
of some defect in Its passage.

The point was raised in the case
of tho Hoard of Education vs. Board
of Commissioners, a controversy wltn-o-

action. On April 12, 1921, a ma-

jority of the qualified voters of the
townHhlp in question authorized a
$75,000 bond Issue under Article 89,

Chapter 95, Consolidated Statute.
Chapter 91, Fubllc Laws Extra Ses-

sion, 1920, it was conceded, was not

passed in accordance with the consti-

tutional requirements. It was conced-

ed further that Section 5978, Consoli-

dated Statutes, limits the amount of
bonds for any township or school dis-

trict to $25,000. But the extra sesttion
of 1921 passed an act, valid in all re-

spects, Bpeclflcally ratifying and con-

firming the results of the electlou la
question and validating the issuance
of bonds up to $75,000. The only ques-

tion presented to the court was as to
whether or not the bonds in excess
of $15,000 and up to $75,000 could ba
validated by a curative act of the 1921

General Assembly.
On this point Justice W. T. Stacy

writing the cotirt'B opinion, says:
'Where the legislature has under-

taken to pass a law clearly within It.
power to enact and by reason ot
some defect In its passage tho stat-

ute is rendered Ineffectual, we see
no reason why the legislature In the
absence of any opposite Intervening
rights could not by subsequent en-

actment ratify and confirm the
of such proceedings, ns in good

faith have been taken and had under
the prior defective act."

Mortgage Debt on Owned Homes.

Washington, D. C .(Special). Ac
cording to a preliminary report that
has Just been issued by the Depart-
ment of Commerce, through the Bu-

reau of the Census, the total mortgage
debet on owned homes and farms In

the state of North Carolina in 1920"

was $57,449,641 and the total of these
mortgage homes and farms waa $169,A

290.3S3, the mortgage debt thus rep-- 1

resenting 33 9 per cent of the total
value. Rented homes, tenant farmsj
and farms that are patly owned and)

partly rented, It should be noted, ar
not Included In this report.

The total number of homes in the ,

state other than farm homes was 230,-77-

of which 90.738, or 39.3 per cent,
were owned by the occupants; ml of
these owned Bomes 18,557, oi : i "i per
cent, were mortgaged. Infurniatlon
regarding the value of the 1; me and
tho amount of mortgage debt, was se-

cured from 10,187, or 64.9 per cent, of
these mortgaged homes. Ti.e ivcrage
mortgage debt of the home for which
morteaee reoorta were secured waa
$1,373 and the average value was 7;

and on the basis of these aver- -

mor''rti'ed homes not dW. 'amis Is e

ftmated as $25,481,356, and the-t-i- !fr

value of such homes at $G6.O0S.328.

The ratio of mortgage debt to value 1.
38.6 per cent.

On owned farms the total mc.tgage
debt, as reported In the census of ag
riculture, was $31,968,285, while the to-

tal value of these mortgaged farms
was $103,282,055. the ratio of debt to
value being 31.0 per cent.

Let Contract on State Mess Hall.
Contracts for new construction douj

bling the capacity ot the dining Su'

at State college were awarded kt.r"v.-- t
the

building committee of the fi--
trustees, the main .building ?J

W. B. Barron nt Rt, alnhVr... . . . ' V.I,seven hir.n wnre schmttteor ..WJ
The new dining hall wll i

act duplicate of the presemv 'V'
and the two together will fp' vV f

. pV'ArfTT .t.U U 1,1. J

the cross-piec- of the left Tk,f I
ens will be enlarged. V f.JMf .
two dining rooms will havtj'H

will face on the drive leading VO- - '

entrance to RIddick Feld. The work
will be completed September 15th. J

Bids will be received tor the con- -

structlon of the new laundry building
ana lor guttering ana paving in uimu
driveways on the campus on May 0,

which will complete the expenditure
ot the halt million dollars appropriat-
ed by the general assembly for im-

provements In 1921. G. Murray Nel-

son and Thomas W. Cooper were ar-

chitects on the contract, and will pre-

pare plans for the laundry.

Parolee Farmer to Make HI. Crop.
uuvcimui vnuiciuu inuiiiDuu iaiuicu

Thomas Hargls of Person county, serv-

ing a six months' term on the road,
for violating the prohibition law. The
Judge who tried him, the solicitor who
prosecuted him and virtually all the
rounty officials recommend pardon.

"The prisoner is a farmer," said
Governor Morrison In his statement
of reasons, "and has a large family
dependent on him. If not given an
opporfnlty to make a crop this year
the consequences will be very serious
to his family."

Board Sends Out Letter.
The state .board of election, has

sent out a letter to the chairmen of
the rounty boards of elections, carry-
ing blank, tor the notices of appoint-
ment.

"Your board 1 required to meet on
April 15 to make these apoplntments.''
the letter state., "and If you find we
have not sent enough of these forms,
advise u. at once and we will .end
an additional supply without delay."
The letter asks that the state board
be Immediately Informed of the name
and address ot the county chairman.

Opinion Filed by 8upreme Court.
Opinion, filed bv the supreme court

follow:
103 Town of Relma v.. Noble et al,

Johnston, affirm d. Hoke.
113 Board of Education v.. Board

ot Commissioners, Johnson, affirmed..
Stacy.
286 Acme Mfg. Co. v.. Tucker t -

Nonies, New Hanover, new tn
Clark'.

292 Brook, v.. Rice Mill Co.

Hanover, no error. Hoke.
890 Lane Co. va. Enilne

Y PE RSQNNE!

HARDING OPENLY DECLARES HIS

OPPOSITION TO A CUT

BELOW 86,000.

PRESIDENT WRITES LETTER

Says He Believes Country Will Be

Greatly Disappointed at Pro-

posed Reduction.

Washington. President Harding,
in his first public utterance on the 1923

naval bill, declared in a letter present-i- d

to the house that while the decis-
ion must lie with Congress, he would
be greatly disappointed ,as he behaved
the country would be, it the enlisted
force was cut below 86,000.

The opinion was not sent gratui-

tously. It was given in response to a
request for the President's view by
Representative Longworth, republi-
can, Ohio, one of the leaders in the
fight to defeat the proposal in the
bill limiting the force to 67,000.
There had been unofficial statements
to the effect that he opposed a dras-

tic reduction in personnel, and that he
stood for tho figures proposed In the
McArthur amendment.

In presenting the letter toward
the close of an all-da- debate, Mr.

Longworth said he was glad to ac--

whl(.h the avy nuBt jjH wll.t t
hpre g reduced t0 the pjmt where
,he nation jf enlisted men and
ftnnr(in.pa t hpInw c nnn No nrp.
sentatlon st the situation, which has
come t0 my notcei nag gerved (0 i.

ter ,,, opinloI,,
Uftlmately, perhaps, the lower

flf,iTes proposed may be reached and
t . ., h .ullQ ,i,,i.

before going beyond the limitation to
'which we were gladly committed at
the international conference.

"Verv truly yours,
"WARREN G. HARDING."

Girl Millionairess Seeka Surgeon.
San Francisco. Miss Delora Angell,

2), of Pasadena, who will come Into
Possession of $25,000,000 left by John

passed unanimously oy uie cum.

Fewer Spindles Now.

Washington. Almost 2.000,000 few- -

cotton spindles were operated
rtnrln March than In February, al

though cotton consumption for March
about 41,000 bales more than In

Fhruarv. the monthly cotton report
the census bureau Issued disclosed.
the Increase for the month. 84,000

bales yere consumed In cotton grow-

ing states, where consumption was

lamest of any month since the
first quarter of 1917, and amounted to

per cent of the total cotton used

during March,

Sir Ross Smith Falls to Death.
London Sir Ross Smith, the Aus-

tralian aviator who, with hla brother,
Keith, had plannedto start from

Croydon April 25 on a flight around
the- - world, waa killed when hla plane
crashed In a practice flight at Brook-land- .

Lieutenant Bennett, an engineer,
who was planning to accompany Sir
Rosa and his brother on their a round-the-worl-

flight, also was killed.
The machine which crashed waa tbe

the Smiths bad Intended to use
their flight.

Long Sleep Fatal.
Fort Smith, Ark. Jim Efsllnger,

who had been asleep continuously for

three years, died at the county hos-

pital.
Physicians say he waa not aufferint

from sleeping sickness but from men-

tal paralysis. He apparently waa in-

sensible to pain, was Immobile and his
were closed

In March of 1921. Elallnger, for a

IDLE ISI

HOMES WERE DEMOLISHED, WIRE

SERVICE CRIPPLED AND

LIVESTOCK KILLED.

SNOW REPORTED IN DENVER

Thousands Made Homeless by Torna-

does and Floods Which Swept
Over Central West.

Chlcako Twelve persons are known
lo have been killed, more than a hun-

dred injured and thousands made
homeless by tornadoes and floods that

swpt over the central west.
Tornadoes were reported In a score

ot Illinois, Indiana and Arkansas
towns. Homes were demolished, wire
service crippled and livestock killed.
Throughout the area from Ohio on
the east to Kansas and Nebraska on

the west, heavy downpours swelled the
flood waters of streams already out
of their banks and inundated thous-
ands of acres of rich farm land in ad-

dition to the vast tracts already under
water.

While snow and sleet covered Colo-

rado, Kangas, Nebraska, Missouri and
Iowa were pelted with heavy hail
storms which smashed windows and
caused much damage to crops. Sev-era- l

Inches of snow were reported
from Denver.

Shoe Machinery Company Loses.

Washington. The government won
In the supreme court in the case

brought by the United Shoe Machinery
corporation and others to have set
aside the restraining order prohibiting
them from using certain lease clauses
in their contract for the rental of pat-

ented machinery. The supreme court
affirmed the decree of the United
States district court at St. Louis,
which enjoined the corporation under
the Clayton act. The lower federal
court prohibited the corporation from

compelling, by lease agreements, the
exclusive use Of Its machines and
from enforcing an alternative royalty
clause found to be prohibitive, upon
all footwear manufactured In factories
where machines of competitors were

also used. It also held Invalid the

agreement by which the corporation
required those using its machines ta

purchase supplies for it.
Justice McKenna dissented, but did

not express his views. Justice Bran-del-

took no part in the consideration
of the case.

Former Service Man Killed.

Atlanta. The former soldier whose
i ... 1 O T. v.. H
0OIIV Was LUUIIU uu U1C fuuiunu iti-
way tracks near Augusta Sas David

. .- - - s
H. Miller, Z4, or isannapons, iv v..,

rrnrrlln tn a statement bv 0. J
Boston, who is connected with the
United States veterans' bureau here

m. Tin ooM v,0 urnn tnldne the
man from his home to the government
hospital In Augusta for treatment for

shell shock and that Miller disappear
ed en route. He thought the veteran
must have left the train at Warren-vlUe- ,

S. C, but (Jld not miss him for
some time after that.

Miller's mother had given him a

sum of money In an envelope before
he left home, Boston said, but he de-

clared he did not know the amount.
Boston came on to Atlanta after his

charge disappeared.

Reach Agreement.
Washington. An agreement was

reached by Secretary Denby and
Chairman Lasker, of the shipping
board, for elimination of the provis-
ion In the pending administration ship
subsidy bill for a merchant marine na-

val reserve. Organlration of ade-

quate naval reserves will b3 left to

separate legislative treatment in meas-

ures to be proposed by the navy de-

partment.

' Federal Buildings Destroyed.
Norfolk, Va. Twelve government

buildings on Fisherman's Island, in the

Chesapeake bay, were destroyed by
Are. Unofficial estimates say the loss

may reach $100,000. The weather bu-

reau station, hospital and other build-

ings escaped the flames.

Battleship Used as Target.
Philadelphia. The battleship towa,

once the pride of the United States

navy, left the Philadelphia navy yard
for Cape Henry, where she will be

used as a target for the Atlantic fleet

In a series of radio and gun fexpert-ments- .

For two years the Iowa has been
used as a radio experimental craft

with her sister ship, the Ohio, as the
control vessel. In the approaching
tests off Cape Henry, the Iowa, con-

trolled solely by radio, will attempt to

run the gauntlet of the Atlantic fleet

Cyclone In Georgia.

Atlanta, A storm of cyclone fury

went through Louisville, Ga., accord

lng to dispatches received here, leav

log great damage In Its wake and cut

ting off the town from outside com

mimiitttnn. No lives were lost.

Telephone and electric light wires

are down and the little town is wnn

Owners of farm near Louisville re

port heavy damage to houses, fence!

and crop, which were flooded by th

downpour of rain.

Lame Meeting of D. A. R.

Washington. The recording of ae

credited delegates and alternates had

cached above 2.000 when the tnirty
.. fnnHnantnl Coneress of tht

Daughter of the American Revoltttlof

convened In Continental hall, therebj

assuring, general officers said, th

largest meeting In the history of thi

foclety.
The first session of the congress wai

given over largely to the formalltlet

of opening except for the annual ad

dress ot Mrs. George Maynard Miller
resldent-genera- t

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC

INSTRUCTION MAKES BRIEF

STATEMENT.

Criticism of Recent Contracts Made

on Misinformation on Part of

the Public.

Raleigh.
The fact that an erroneous Impres-

sion still prevails in the minds of

many people regarding the recent let-

ting of contracts for text books from
the schools of the state led Dr. K. C.

Brooks, state superintendent of pub-

lic instruction, to make this brief
statement:

"The previous contracts having ex-

pired it was absolutely necessary for
the text book commission to make
selections and award new contracts.
The best selections possible were
made from among the books examin-

ed, manv old books being retained
an many new ones being selected to
take the place of books that are now

either out of date or discontinued by
the publishers or that were Inferior to
other bookB that were offered by tne
same or other publishers.

"The contracts lust expiring had
been made in 1917 when prices were
low and If It had been possible to re
new all contracts In every detail ex-

cept to pay prices that are being
quoted today on the same books the
total cost to the pupils of the state
would have been approximately what
It will be under the new contracts. For
instance, one speller that cost 15

cents under the old contract would
have cost 30 cents under the new
contract. Therefore the only advan-

tage that would ha9 been derived
from retaining all of the old text
books would have been through the
use of books now in the hands of the

pupils, and this matter Is taken care
of by a provision that the new books
shall not be required for two years
where the old ones are already avail
able.

"Such criticism as there has been
of the text book commission hs re
sulted. I think, from a lack of all In

formation regarding the situation
that confronted the commission and
of the full intent of Its action." v

Association Elects Officers.

Mrs. Gordon Finger, of Charlotte
was elected president, and Mrs. Chiis.

R. Whltaker, of Hendersonvllle, t,

at the annual meeting of

the board of directors of the North
Carolina Tuberculosis association at
Sanatorium. Dr. L. B. McBraw was

managing diwtor. Dr. R.
L.- - raZ-Hon- , Of VlnBtoni-Salem- was
named as the tssoclatlon's member on
the board of directors of the National
Tuberculosis association.

The meeting was taken up princi-

pally with tie reading of reports on
the laBt year's work, chiefly Interest-

ing among vlhlch was a compilation
showing the iale of Red Cross Christ-

mas seals Inthe state last Christmas
of approximately $42,600.

Unemployment Decreases.
The United States employment ser-

vice, reporting Industrial conditions
In North Carolina for tho month of

March, announces an increase In tex-

tile employes of 747, workers in lum-

ber plants, 78, and fertilizer workers

of 150.

Roger Nominated for Postmaster.

Washington (Special). The high-

est three ellglbles for postmaster at
Oxford with their grades follow:

Franklin W. Hancock, 78.

James S .Rogers, 73.

John M. Fagan, 70.

President Harding has sent to the
senate the nomination ot James S.

Rogers.

Senator Glass Invited to Speak.
Senator Carter Glass ha. been In-

vited to make the commencement ad-

dress at the State university. He has
the matter under consideration and
will accept, if possible.

Station Fight Is Postponed.
The battle of Winston-Salem- ,

scheduled for fighting Wednesday,
April 1, before the .tate corporation
commission, was postponed by agree-

ment uptll the following Monday, April
24. Tbe point of disagreement Is

where the new passenger station in

the tobacio city will be located.
for attendance and for ve

bemence of presentation of the care

bid fair to be fractured, lt not nroken

outright. In the opinion of Commis
loner Pell, who has recently return

eT from Winston-Salem- .

Highway Engineer 8peaks to Students

Chapel Hill (Special) One of the
most successful lectures that the uni-

versity ha. heard In a long time was

delivered by Charles M. Upham, state

engineer. The keen Interest In high-

way construction now under way in

North Carolina, on the part of this
community gave Mr. Uphara's talk a

peculiar timeliness, and a large au-

dience gathered to hear hin tell not
only of North Carolina's road bond-

ing project, but of undertakings ot
the same kind In other psrt. of the
country.

North Carolina Lead. South.

The North Carolina department of
the American Legion is itlll leading
the southern states In tiembershlp.
There are more legionnnlrvs In North
Carolina than in any state south pt
Pennsylvania and Kenturkj and easM
ot Texas. Tennessee Is oir nearest
rival with a membership of over 300
men lea. than that ot Norti Carolina.
Also, the local posts wlthla thi. .tate
are continuing their fight fVr suprem-
acy. Hornet. Nest post ot)harlotte
till rank, flint and Clyde Bellini post
f Winston Salem second. '

favorable lor neia worn in Aianama
and Mississippi, but the wet soil
held planting mostly at a standstill
In the western part of the belt,
where dry weather and sunshine
are mucn neeaea.

seeding is oeing oeiayeu in i,where little has been accomplished
outside ot the Rio Grande valley and
tne lower roast counties, me cun- -

ditlon of the cotton planted, how.u
,n(prnatonal conrprti bllt the

ever, is fairly satisfactory except far trend toward ppace aml ge.ur,ty
damage by high winds.some ml(tht t0 ,)e more flrm,y Mtllbl,8hed

FIRE SWEEPS AREA MILE Hi

MORE THAN 100 HOUSES ARE

BURNED AT BERKLEY, VA., A

SUBURB OF NORFOLK.

Hundreds of Families Estimated to

Have Been Left Homeless in

Seaport Town.

Norfolk, Va. Berkley, a suburb of

Norfolk, was swept by a Are which

destroyed more than 100 houses, cover-

ing an area one mile in length and
average from two to four blocks In

width. Five hundred families are es-

timated to have been made homeless,
and the damage will run to nearly a
million dollars.

The blaze originated In the Tunis
lumber mills, on the southern branch
ot the Elizabeth river. A woman whose
husband is a watchman at the Tunis
docks, discovered the fire from a
houseboat in which they live.

Within forty yards of the dock
where the fire started are the St.

Helena Oil company docks. Three
steamers in the river were burned,
catching fire from sparks.

The fire quickly spread to the
north, the sparks being carried a

hundred yards or more. Most of the
houses In the path of the fire were
negro homes, and were of wooden con-

struction. They were as dry as tin-

der and a few sparks only were re-

quired to set them ablaze. At one
time there were nine fires blazing in

different places simultaneously.

Although the fire departments, both
iviliiin and navv. from all tne cities

and towns in the vicinity of Berkley.
were called into service, they were
heirless acainst the spreading flames.

which soon reached Liberty street, one
of the oldest business streets of the
town. One block on Liberty street

as completely wiped out. A negro
khur, n destroyed

For a time it appeared that a large
gas tank owned by the Municipal gas
plant was doomed, but the' ga

. burned off by means of safety valves.
After four hours the fire appeared to
have reached its climax, although it
was suu mazing siuouormy m nevtia.
parts of the town.

Samuel M. Brinson Dead.

New Bern Hon. Samuel M. Iirlnson.

representative from the third North
Carolina district, passed away at New

Bern General Hospital, following a
critical illness there since he came
home from Battle Creek. Mich., where
In vain he had sought to stem the tide
of failing health that dated baak to the
close of the campaign in 1918.

This city is under a pall of deep
grief a tthe passing of Sam Brinson.
And with the feeling of distince loss
there is felt here, messages have come
from out in the state and nation ex-

pressing the universal sorrow felt

by hundreds of close friends at the
news of his death.

Mr. Brinson was serving his second
term in congress and had Indicated
that he would be a candidate to 7uc-cee- d

himself at the primary this fall.
He was born in this city on March 20,

1870 and was educated at Wake For-

est college and the University of
North Carolina, being admitted to the
bar in 1895. He practiced law until
1902, when he became superintendent
of public instruction of Craven county,
holding this position until 1918, when
he was elected a member of the sixty-sixt-

congress.-

Covered by Flood Water,
New Orleans. Reports from Helena,

Ark., that approximately 235 square
miles of land in the lower part of

Phillips county were covered by flood

waters from the White and Arkansas

rivers, which are backed up by the

high stage of the Mississippi river,
gave a more serious aspect to the
flood situation.

The village of Melwood, In the flood-

ed area, was reported covered with
from eight to ten feet of water, while
Elaine is completely surrounded by
the street.

Street Car Service Resumed.

Augusta, Ga. City council and the
Augusta-Aike- n Railway and Electric

corporation came to an agreement and
the street cars, which have been in the
barn for a month, will resume opera-
tions. The cars were halted because
unrestricted competition by Jitneys
had cut deeply into the company's rev-

enues.
The city now agrees to restrict Jit-

ney operations to the extent of not
allowing them to take on or discharge
patrons within one block of streets on
which street car tracks are laid.

Virginia University Receives Gifts.
Charlottesville, Va Gifts of fifty

thousand dollars by Paul Goodloe re

for the construction of an or
thopedfc wing to the University of Vlr-rlni- a

hospital and ten thousand dol

lars by Mrs. William H. White and
family to the University law school as

memorial to the former president of
the Richmond. Fredericksburg and Po
tomac railroad, were announced at the
university recently. Dr. oJhn Mer-rla-

nresldent of Carnegie institutes
was the principal speaker at the cele

Arbuckle Freed of Manslaughter.
San Francisco, Cal. A verdict of

acquittal was retufied by a jury In

the third trial of Roscoe C. IFatty)
Arbuckle on a manslaughter charge
growing out of the death of Miss Vir-

ginia Rappe, motion picture actresa.
The Jury was out six minutes.

The denefdant was deeply affected
w. iiVMi th. ..nun with - ffrP.!

V met-a-Millio- ) Gates when sherelief. There demon- -sign of was no
Umi definite plans here

stration, the court having warned
tor U8in of tne fortune' ShaPartagainst IL Mrs. Mlnta Durfee Ar- -

buckle, the defendant's wife, cried 8ne "PecU 10 marry B younf
quietly. Both she and Arbuckle shook American surgeon who has an ambl-hind- s

on t0 maintain a hospital for thewith the Jury.
The quick return of the Jury was ,00

j

EdwaTd6
Brown, whose presence on ( Ho,pf Facilities "T,?'

the jury waf objected to by the Washlngton.-T- he house bill

prosecution, war foreman. There Ihorixing an additional appropriation

rJ' for hospital facilities forU7.000.000was a slight delay when the Jury
turned, due to the absence of th'eabled ,ormer "er:lc raen'. WM

district attorney.

United States Owes Much Money.

Chicago. The United States owes
23 times as much money now aj In er
1917, when the public debt was about
$1,000,000,000, Eliot Widiworth, as-

sistant secretary of the treasury, de-

clared

waa
In a speech he e.

"This Iwe debt ve must pass on of
to future ritiiena,' he said. "For Of

this reason it Is V Intentloa of the
financial leaders rt our government to
pay all new deb" from current funds. the

We are Just st ndlng still financially
as oar expens thte year Just about 65

equaled our evenuea;

yy. A. Law ede Insurance Company.
Philadelphia. William A. Law

has offer-- his resignation as prest- -

dent of the First National bank of Sir

PhlladePh'. effective June 80, to ac--

cept f presidency of the Penn Mu- -

tual ifr Insurance company.
Noccessor has yet been chosen

to fU the vacancy that will result

whe Mr. Law'e resignation as head

of becomes effective. The

ntter will be considered by the di- -

one
Inm

venlxeloa Story Gets Attention.

P
rf,,

Att
Venlsela. "t,,Sbt

prp """'""
sie circle, as ' mm
htfl been hoped, lt waa stated, that the

turner premier would devote nil ai- -

fn:Vto rZl

in the near ruture. w e--

antees would mean a new grouping yctors
the powers. The military holldapwted he will continue a member

Idea Is not practical.

May Have Decision
New York -F-ifty aviation official.

and firm, netltloned the Aero Club of

Amenc. to reopen be.r.ng. to deteX. Cons Unt ns

mine the winner of the aviation w ,

clency contest held at Omaha. Neb.
vraA v. White, of Tulsa. Oila, v , , I

i.nr hv the Aero Club c

Upon the appeal of JdrnW. Larn,. contestant, the Aerob rec?tly
investigated hi. cW that there Tuf "" Y0lro'pe few .econds. .howed .Ign. of aw.k-wa- .

fraud In the decl and returned ter u. Hf JJ& ,inf , but be again relapsed Into thebethV-clu-
b thought to, verdict .tatlng wa. nnable wa.

Alamance, no error, CI wkfto make an awar

J bration.
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