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It is believed that the appointment
of a publie priater will be made in
the nest 10 days.

Vice-Pursipext Romixsown, of the
Santa Fe system, has been appointed
agent for the receivers.

Hox. WAYNE MacVEaou isin Flor
ida and expressed himself highly
pleased with his appointment.

Tur American Building. Loan and
Investment society, of Chicago, has
beon shut out of Massachusetts.

Tur New York World congratu-
lates the Chieagoe voters upon the
fact that they have delivered a rather
stinging blow to know-nothingism.

Joux P. Horgixs was on Wednes-
day night duly installed as mayor of
of Chicago, » fact which should in-
duce the Inter<Ocvean to inform its
numerous readers as to the result of
the special election held on Dec. 10th
last.

Sgxaton Crnrom announces that
he is a candidate for re-clection.
This Is a superfluous statemient as no
one doubted but what he would be.
His re-clection, however, is highly
problematieal. In the first place a
good many republicans are gelting
tired of Cullom, but the principal
reason is that the next U. S, senator
frem [llinois will be a democrat.

Tall Msts st the Theater.

Baid o bright young lady who attends
frequently strictly first class theaters:
“] always remove my hat or bounet in
theater 1f it is of proportions to in-
terfere at all with the view of those sit-
behind me. [ certainly think there
of veform in this matter of
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Leavening Power.—Latest U. S. Gov’t Report.
: ®

Year's day is in the “Twelve Days’ Pes-
tival.” Russians in many parts have
beld to theold ways from time immemo-

same roumls of visita,
vite especizlly the young ladies. Sbhe is
hailed with joy, and the lady of the honse
hastens to mix for her the cup of wine,
Bhedelivers her message and is plied with

Her duty is to in-

young men invited by the hostesa for the
girls or “fair maidens,™

meut and pleasare of his *fair maiden™
duaring the “twelve days.” The respon-
sibility of the choice lying with the host-
ess, she has to be careful in her selection.

Bat the invitation has agnin to be re-
peated, this time by the master of the
house in the person of his servant or
“swat,” who, with mace in hand, per-
forms his mission. On entering each
house he offers a prayer belore the shirine
of the saint to which it is dedicated. He
then delivers the invitation in the name
of his master or mistres. At first, ac-
conling to etiquette, the invitation is re-
fosed, but after much pressing it is fin-
ally accepted. When the day arrives, the
young ladies who are the heroines of the
season appear in a sledge, accompanied
by their mothers and favorite compan-
jons, generally girls of inferior rank, who
sit at their fect. This aledge is followed
by another containing the tire women,
charged with caskets and dressing boxes,
Other sledges follow, the longer the pro-
cession the greater the honor to the
house visited,

On the arrival the host and hostess
meet the guests at the gate, bow with-
out speaking and condact them iuto the
house. The young maidens are then de-
livered over to the care of the hostess,

their breakfast with the belp of the
nurses. DBut a very importaut part is
the interprotation of their dreams om
this first might. Then the “elected” ar-
rive. The days following are full of
m-:}' and pastimes for young and old.
season is very important to the
people in Ruossia, who at other
times of the year, by the strict etiguette
observed, are kept much apart.
Among ourselves the “Happy New
il;;r" greeting u::ul ”Eo social gatber-
are now recoguition of
Jan. 1.—Eschange,

i

|

1:.

Egl]
;
F
£
i
g

.
E

i

-
|
Eg!’!

Fe

i
Xt

-

A PRAIRIE NEW YEAR

HOW THE COWBOYS CELEBRATE ON
THE WESTERN PLAINS,

Seelal Grades Ave Unknown, and “Sters’
Clothes” Coafer Ne Distinction—Wild
Turkey, Roast Shote and Pesmsam at the
Midnight Feast—Dancing the Fandangs.

A few days before New Year's prep-
arations are begun for the big dance
which inaugurates the season's festiv-
ities on the western plains. The ranch
where the ball or “fandango™ is to be
beld is literally given over to the boys
for the and they never fail to
make the most of it. Invitations aresent
out over the neighborhood within a ra-
dius of 20 miles, and nearly every one ia
accepted, fora ride of 20 miles to one
accustomed to spending 10 or 12 hours a
day in the saddle is a mere nothing.

Besides, this is the one opportunity of
the year to spend money lavishly for the
sake of & good time. An extra cook or
two are hired, and supplicsenongh laid in
to feed a small army. It is the privilege
of every cowboy on the place to make
out a list of eatables that he feels his
constitution demands, And several days
beforehand the great wagon is hitched
upand a trip taken to the nearest town
to get provisions.

A more heterogeneous mixture of edi-

bles can ecarcely be imagined—raisins,
nuts, candies, canned mests and fruita,
pickles, crackers—anything kept and
recommended by the obliging and neigh-
burly grocery man.
In addition to the store bonght delica-
cies for the feast, tho ranch cook dis-
tinguishes himself in the way of barbe-
cned shote, game, * un taters,”
pies and eakes and the like. For a week
or two before the feast all hands lend
their aid to the captaring of game and
the finding and saving of eggs.

As for the fandango, the preparations
are few and simple. Beds and other
space consuming pieces of furniture are
removed from the rooms intended for
the dauce, The bare floors are sand
scoured and flecked with fine shaviugs
of sperm candles, which soon, under the
mauy gliding fect of the dancers, form a
thin, sleek coating, delightfnl and sedue-
tive to the feet., On two sides of the
room, close up against the wall, a row of
chairs 1s set for the sccommodation of
thase not dancing.

By 6 o'clock in the evgning the gaests
begin to arrive, the boys having gone
after the girls, on horseback gemerally,
sorne of the “tony™ couples coming in
Yugries, 1he high seated *piano boxed™
vohicles of the west, with their donble
temas aind general air of smartness,

The giris have their party dresses
tucked up under their black ealico riding
skirts, soine of them bringing waists,
gloves and white kid dippers, done upin
a bandle, to be put on after they arrive.
And a wmerry bearted, merry faced set
they arc—checks glowing and eyes spark-
ling from the exshiluration of the ride
in the wind and the expectation of the
unwonted frolic.

The mnsic is furnished by negro fid-
dlers, whose repertory of old fashioned
“breakdowns” is never jwmproved upon
nor ever falls short of its early charm
and infection npon its hearers.

Perhaps you never saw a cowboys'
fundango. Their style of dancing is
peculiar to themselves, Like their horses’
baild and gait, it is made for hard and
long service. Itis a solemn, rhythmic
sort of posing, the heels rarely leaving
the floor, as wuch dancing being done
wiih the arms as with the feet. It isa
motion which seems unconsciously to
partake of the monotony of the prairies,
suppressed, intense and inexhaustible.

There is almost no distinction of class-
& or social grades in the west. Years
ago, in the formative timo of cattle
ranching, the cowboy was o sm1 generis.
His father and WeTe COW-
boys, “day wranglers,” “nighthawks”
and “cow punchers.” Hislanguage was
“bloody,” and his figure and mind were
uncouth. Today he may be a graduate of
an eastern college, a ical stadent
or the youngest son of an English lord.

The western woman or *“'gal” is more
typical. Shemay be the “boss' " daugh-
ter, educated ““on emst;" the “renter’s”
danghter, with only a smattering educa-
tion from the free school, or the *“hired
girl,” plucky, independent and “good as
ber bettora,”

In the same “set” there may be one
man with a *store™ suit on; another in
his regular suit, consisting of blue flannel
overshirt and leather belt, bockskin
leggings or cottonade overalls.

The boys laugh loud, clap each other,
hang their “guns” on the wall while they
are dancing, stesl behind the house for
their drink between sets, but they treat
the girls like queens. No matter how
rough their clothes, they generally have
white hands and small, well clad feet,
They will wear boots, but they have them
made with high heels, of fine leather,
pointed toss and often red tops,

« They revel in dancing. They are

ful, natural, muscular and active, m
ing to them is horseback riding in good
company, under shelter and to the tune
of a fiddle, It gives free play to their
untiring, restless bodies and at the same
time satisfies and delights their love of
women's society and good fellowahip.

These holiday dances last all night,
their only breakfast being at 10 o'clock,
when eggnog is served, and at 12, when

music

Then & breakfast of “cold bits™
and strong, hot black colfee the girie go
to rosms for thesn at the ranch,

THOMAS,
~.|ciaa. Eyes tasted free of

A MOOD. .

hm“hﬁ_ L-&hlﬂh )
1
n-mh'uqu.

Te from all I have doms

And alt that remzins to do;
To escupe—yes, even from you,
only love, and be

and free.

Could 1 only stand %
DPetween gray moor and gray sky, :
‘Where the winds and the plovers cry,

And wpo man is at hand,

And feel the free wind blow
On my rain wet free, and know

1 am free—not yours, but my own-

Free, and aione.

And the home of your heart, my deas,
They hurt, being always here.
1 want to stand upright,
And to cool my eyos in the air,
And to see how my back can bear

And [ hiave noother life,
1 eannot think, cannot dog

¥ eannot breathe, cannot sre;

There Is “un™ but there s not “me™—
And worst, nt your kiss I grow

Countented so,
=XNew York Tribune.

MeXiahon's Fimpilicity.

The French cymics never knew just
what to make of Marshal McMahon's
simplicity and candor. Once while he
was president the conncil of ministers
were divided on a question in the affirm-
ative side of which McMahon himsclf
felt the deepest interest. When they
came to vote on it, they found themn-
selves tied—five voting “aye” and five
*no.” “Well, gentlemen,” said the pres-
ident, with a sigh, “I confess I am sor-
ry, but the motion is lost.”

His five opponents exulted in their vie-
tory. His five nseocintes looked
fully astonished, but said nothing. After
the meeting one of the latter called the
president aside. “M. le president,” he
whispered, “we were amazed at the re-
enlt of that vote, but held our peace out
of regard for you. We had supposed
that yoa were of the smno mind with
ourselves.”

“So | am” answoered MacMcohon,
“heartily.™

*Then why did yon not assert your
right sud cast the decisive vote?™

“Upon my faith,” exclaimad the hon-
est old soldier, 1 never once thought of
it —Kate Field's Washivgton,

slipped.

Nr. Hugeins—Is Miss Fosdick still ]m—
dent of your : ovieir For the Suppression of
Slang, Miss SLidds?

Miss Skidics— No, shie got too fresh, and
we turned ber down.— Retailer and Jobber.,

ARGUS BUSINESS DIRECTORY

BOORS, WALL I"AVER, ETC.
{rax}ton, R, 173 Sccond averue.
RESTAURANT.
Allars, L., 163 Sccond svenue.
FURNITURE AND CARPETS.
Cordes, H F, 182 Sceond avenue.
GLOVES AND FUNKS.
Benuel!, Geo, 1690 Sceond avenne.
MERCHANT TAILOK.
Fmig, W, 1707 Second avenue.
CIGARS AND TOBACCO.
Besclin, J H 1308 Second avenne.
BAKERS,
Munro, De Eoe & Anderson, 236 Market Sguare.
DRUGGISTS.
Thomas, T i, 1630 Second averue.
Speldel, C 1607 Second avenoe.
PLUMBERS AND GAS FITTERS.
Diake & Burke. 1510 Third svenue.
WALL I"APER, ETC.
Adams Wall Paper Ca, 310-514 Twenlcth strect.
GROCERS.
Buncher, Chas A, 221 Twentleth street.
Hess Bros, 120 Secotd avenne,
Brooks & Thicrman, 3001 Fifth avenue.
Euschmann, Robt, 227 Pourth avenne.
Leng, CJ, second svenoe and Moeleenih sireet.
Browner & Co, 2531 Fifth avesve.
UNDERTAKER.
Eunoz. B F, 409 Twedticth street.
HARDWARE, STOVES AND MANTELS.
Noftaker, J T, 308 Twen'leth stie:t,
LAUNDRY.
Parker's Laundry, 178 Third avenne.
C O D, 22| sad 433 Eighteenth strvot.
BREWERIES.
Fock lslard Brewing company.
MEAT MAUKET.
Schroedor Hans, 311 Twentieth stroel.
TriClty Packing and Provision Co, 4th and S0th.
JEWELER ANXD OFTICIAN.
Rimeer,J & Son, 187 Sroond avenne.
MILLINERY.
Blackbure & Ca, 17.8 Scoand avenne.
BOOTS AND SHOES.
Bo tom fhoe Btore, 16.3 Becond avenoe.
REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE.
farr a. t"co W D, £9 Scventeenth

Amuae!nenta.
Blﬂls Opera Houss,
DAVENPORT.
and seNvay | Dec. 30 and 3|
Morrison’s
Famous Ecet le 'roduction of

“FAUST”

With Its Wonderful Scenic and
Electrical Effects.

The marvelous brocken scene.

A Magic Raia of Fire.
o T

—
—

TOLLEY’S|A $2 =t g,
FAMOUS |Every PAIR WARRANTED by
S mnu.&_n..
DOLLAR| "=

SPECTAGLES | Sz i

T. H
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any medicing,
give it atrial.
marked bencfit

my headache was removed; my spiritsand geienad

i = THOUSAND

SAINED TWENTY POURDE. ALL THIS OCCURRED

R R

-

Much to my surprise, [ cxperienced
; my w, disappearsd;

Bold ol_:;':ﬂl.lu Guarantee.
Da.MiLES PILLS, 50 Doazs 26CTa

Rasmussen’s

Holiday
Offer.

WE PROPOSE to boom our
trade from now until Christmas
by offering unusunal inducements,
viz: With every order for a
dozen cabinet photos we shall
give an extra photo in the new
Vienna panel size, and in addi-
tion your choice of three beauti-
ful souvenirs. In crayon work
we are offering an execeptional
bargain—a 16x20 crayon portrait
in a beautiful gold frame at
$4.00, regular price $5.50.

Visitors are always welcome.

RASMUSSEN,

1725 Second Ave.

FRED WOLTMAN'S,
1807 SECOND AVERUE.

&-8pecial attention to repairing fine watchee.

WATCHES, CLOCKS,
Jowelry and Silverware,

LOUIS ENGLIN,

(Successor 1o H. WENDT,)

Merchant -:- Tailor,

119 Eighteenth Street.

MrFit and Workmanship Guar-
antoed the Best

C.eaning and Repairing Done.

PARKERS

|_aundry,

Washes overything from a fine
silk handkerchief to & cirome
tent; Lace curiaing a specialty
No. rmﬂ:l?b AVE
Llhhl.m
e .

THIS SPAGE

RESERVED.

Klug, Hasier, Schwentser
Dry Goods Co.

217-217§ W. Second St., Davesronr

e m e AR e SRS

—

The Battle Above the Clouds

| have alarge consignment of Napkin
Rings, Ink Wells, Pen Racks, call bills,
etc.,
Lookout Mountain; they will make
presents which the Old Settlers will
prize very highly. We have them on
sale for a few days only.

made of materials taken from

Ge0. H. Kingsbury,

FAIR AND ART STORE.

a“
(1]
-
(1]
(1]
-

THEY ARE BARGAINS.

A car load of handsomejbed room suits going
- at the following prices.

Suits worth $15 00 go

Remember we have only one car load to dis-
pose of at the above manufacturer’s prices.

CLEMANN & SALZMANN.

1636 and 15327
BSecond Avenne,

"['_' an
15 i

18 i

20 00
25 00 .
“ o IR L

a7 i)

=i

S0y

cREY
S8EE

124 128 and 128
Sixteenth Street

As we
are going

15
ST

Cloaks.

to remodel

olt:r store for 3

the spring trade
and having left
about 200 cloaks
and 250 trimmed
hats, we have de-
cided to close them
out at less than
manufacturers cost
within the next 30
days. This is the

greatest

nity the lm of
this vicinity will
have to rchase
Cloaks and Hats.

Millinery.

rtu-




