
HARBISON'S PLAIN WORDS.

Full Text of His Auditorium Speech.

The Allen Law and Its Pro-

moters Flayed. Free Illi-

nois From Republican

Plunderers.

This speech was delivered at the open-
ing of the rlat campaign at the Audi-
torium. Chlrago. on the evening of Sept,
U. before an assemblage of 8.000 citizens.

"In the present campa en the Uemoc-rac- y

of tiie county of Cook makes its
appeal to the intelligent and patriotic
citizen for encouragement and support
upon Issues of a local as well as of a
national character. In this respect rather
an anomalous condition of affairs is pre-

sented. Ordinarily campaigns in which
members of the national house of repre-

sentatives and officials of the state gov-

ernment are to be balloted for involve
questions of so great public concern that
local matters are shelved for the time
u being of minor Importance, while pub-D- o

attention is concentrated upon and
bald by those weighty issues whose set-

tlement carries with it the welfare and
happiness of a whole race of people. Lo-

cal questions would indeed receive scant
attention in the present campaign if the
choice were left to our opponents. Nj

n knows better than the leaders or the
Republican party that a serious dancer
confronts us if attention be not diverted
from all questions of purely local concern.
They know that their attitude toward
certain questions which today more near-
ly than any other affect the pocket book
of the taxpayers of the city of Chicago is
utterly and absolutely Indefensible, be-

yond the reach either of logical explana-
tion or charitable forbearance.

Governor Tanner at CSoleonda.

"Last week Governor Tanner (hisses). In
sounding the keynote of the campaign
for the party of which he is the official
head and chosen sponsor in the great
state Of Illinois, selected ns the scene of
his eloquence a town hitherto unknown
to fame, lying twenty miles from a rail-
road station or a telegraph wire, and he
took as the topics of his discourse cer-

tain threadbare bits of theatrical Jingo-Is-

relative to the nation's future foreign
policy and an Intemperate tirade of a bus?
and misrepresentation of the conduct of
tat affairs by his immediate predeces-

sor. Of the geat question of local Im-

portance which lies uppermost today In
the minds of all thinking citizens of Chi-
cago the infamous enactment of tl.e last
Republican legislature, which was final-all- y

fastened upon the people of the state
cf Illinois by his ow n approving s gna-tur- e,

the Allen law. our worthy
governor failed to say a word. In 13. )

word of coarse misrepresentation and
dreary platitudes he made no reference
to the Infamous law which seeks to rob
the taxpayers of the state of their birth-
right. He talked for hours and hours,
but found no time to reveal to his hearers
the reasons that led him to bel.eve the
Allen (hlsees) law a good thing, nor to
explain the arguments thnt induced him.
by signing it. to push it along. It is not
my purpose, however, to attempt to deal
with the speech of John It. Tanner at
Golconda. There is one here tonight who,
by the time he has spoken his last word,
will have so flayed alive the cadaver of
the governor that it would almost lie
within the province of the Humane so-

ciety to prevent any other from laying
en a single lash of the whip. However
snuch the Republican party may desire it.
we Democrats do not propose in the pres-
ent campaign to lose tight of the Allen
law nor to allow the people to forget its
vast Importance. Nor do we proose to
avoid the equally important national is-

sues to whfise final and satisfactory set-

tlement the party is too firmly commit-
ted to make abandonment practicable

Ten If we desired it.
State d National Imom.

"Strictly speaking, while the issues In
di present campaign may be divided In-

to those of national importance and those
f local Importance, and while the na-

tional Issues may be subdivided again un-o- ar

several heads, the fact remains that
the line of demarkatlon between the
D.mocratlo party and the Republican
party can be figured down to a clear and
exact statement of a single proposition.
This proposition, constituting as It does
the fundamental difference between Im-acrac- y

and Republicanism, is nothing
snore or less than the fact that the Re-
publican party at all times and in all cir-
cumstances legislates and schemes In
favor of the wealthy few. while the
Democracy is always found interposing
Itself between the common people of the
land and thrend danger. (Applause.)
The Republican party, being the lineal
aascendant and sole heir-at-la- of the
eld Federal party. Is today, as it always
fas been, the representative of the chos-
en few. It Is the party of an expectant
aristocracy that bases its claims for rec-
ognition neither upon birth, descent nor
merit, but upon wealth and wealth alone.
The Democracy, on the other hand,
stands now. as It stood a century ago
under the guidance of its great founder,
Thomas Jifferson. devoted singly and un-
waveringly to the c use of the plain peo-
ple, who earn their bread by the sweat
of their brows. The Republican party
being the party of the favored few is
oatut ally and necessarily the

exponent of and apologist for
the rapidly growing and spreading trusts
and monopolies. The Democrscy. as the
champion of the rights and privileges of
the people, stands between the everyday
Ulxen and the exactions of the money

aower of the land. (Applause.)
Tb Chleag riatforsn.

This radical, fundamental difference
between the two great political parties
of the nation Is the one

before the American people today.
Tb question of ly Is one
wblch the people of tho United States
aaust solve, and solve satisfactorily. If
tho future of the nation Is to bear out
tho promise of Its past. The ed

Chicago platform (tremendous applause)
adopted as the creed of Democratic faith
Xn the national convention of 1896 Is noth-t-

more nor less than a warning and
protest directed to the people against
the steady growth and Insatiable exac-

tions of the money power.
The Chicago platform demanded that

a court of law, even though It be the
highest and proudest In the land, should
expound the law according to the Intent

f the lawmakers and not In compliance
with the wishes of the multimillionaires,
and that all courts should regard the
rights of the people from whom their
authority is derived as more sacred than
tho business demands of the railroad king.
It demanded that not only should the
people pay liberally of their earnings
In the shape of taxes for tho main-
tenance of our free Institutions, bat that
taa capitalist should from his hoarded
wealth pay a fair, equitable sum la the

hap of an Income tax.

tTall Street Sharks.
"It demanded that legislation of the

national congress should be directed in
the Interests of the people and that the
laws so enacted should be administered
by the executive in behalf and for the
protection of the people. It demanded
that the money of the nation should be
of such a character and so issued that
the control of the national currency could
be wrested from the hands of the sharks
and harpies of Wall street: that the mon-
ey of the nation should be the money of
the constitution, gold and silver coined
at the historic ration of 1G to 1. und
which the nation had thrived and pros-
pered. LOL'D. I.OXO CONTINUED
APPLAUSE AND WAVING OF HAND
KERCHIEFS.)

"Each and every demand of that cour-
ageous document had as its underlying
cause the dangers threatening the peo-
ple from the Insatiable exactions of
monopoly. Every clause was a probe that
Bank deeply and unerringly Into the can-
cer spots that are eating into the very
vitals of the nation, and the howls ofrage and despair that went up from the
haunts of monopoly and trustdom were
only so much evidence that the lancet
had touched the sore spots at the very
quick.

Republicans Pledged to Trout
"The issues of 1S36 are the issues of

today. (Loud applause.) The Republic
an party has carried out its pledge to
the trusts and corporations to the very
letter. Every whispered promise and
every written pledge has been treated
with the sanctity of a sworn oath. Pros-
perity has come, it is here today in every
part of the land. The steel trust. th
sugar trust, the railroad trusts, the bank
ing trusts and all the stock-Jobbin- g and
people-robbin- g trusts are drawing usur
ious interest on the advancements they
made two years ago to the high priest of
national honor and prosperity. They are
thriving today as they never have thrlv
ed before. They dominate in courts and
legislative bodies, and their represents
lives sit In the antechambers of the white
house to see that nothing gets away from
the combination. The great local issue
now before the people of Chicago is but
one of the many crimes the Republican
party has committed against the plain.
everyday citizen in behalf of the corpora-
tions. Tiie Allen law merely shows the
lengths to which the Republican party
Is willing to go in serving monopoly. In
handing over the people, bound and gag-
ged, to the tender mercies of a great and
conscienceless corporation.

fifty-Yea- r Franchises.
"Governor Tanner, evon in the benight-

ed legions of Golconda. did not dare
offer a word of apology for that Infamous
concession to monopoly passed by a ve-
nal Republican 1. gislature and given add-
ed force by his own signature, by which
the streets of this city were to be hand-
ed over as so much useless trash to the
traction companies for the next fifty
years. He failed to make bare mention
of the passage of the bill. He forgot
to state that two of he most prominent
members of the local lachine. each now
a candidate for office at the hands of the
citizens of Chicago, spent weeks and
weeks at Springfield, lobbying for the
notorious Humphrey bill and later on for
its no less infamous offspring, the Allen
bill. He neglected to state that these
Republican statesmen, now candidates on
the Republican ticket, at about the same
time had sudden large accessions to their
bank accounts, which they were pleased
to ascribe to their great good fortune in
speculating on the Stock Exchange, on
the Board of Trade and at the poker
table. He passed ovtr as too trivial for
notice the connection pointed out by the
Times-Heral- a Republican paper, be-
tween theso sudden accessions of wealth
and the passage of the Allen bill, nor
did he urge his candidates to answer the
very pertinent yea, even impertinent-que- ry,

printed day after day by the
Times-Heral- d in bold-face- d type on Its
editorial page: Where did they get It?

Importance of the Allen Law Inane.
The people regard the Allen bill as a

very vital issue in this campaign. They
claim, and that Justly, that the streets
of the city belong to the people, that no
corporation shall have a practically per-
petual lease of them and that no cor-
poration shall enjoy their exclusive use
without paying Into the general treasury
an adequate rental for the same. They
remember that stocks In street railroad
companies have advanced from par to
$0 a share without an equivalent being
paid into the city treasury. They have
seen a shrewd promoter take a contract
on the stock of two of these traction
companies at an advance of over WO per
.cent on its par value and borrow enough
money on his contracts to make himself
absolute master of the traction service In
two divisions of the city. The people are
shrewd enough to see that this vast un-
earned Increment of value Is nothing
more or less than the profits derived from
the possession and occupation of the pub-
lic streets without return to the city. The
city is impoverished and unable to give
to its citizens the public conveniences
they should by right enjoy. Our people
know that even a compensation of 10 per
cent of the $lS.O00.O0O which constituted
the gross earnings of the traction com-
panies during the year of 1897 would keep
the streets and alleys of the city clean
and healthy and enable the city in some
measure to make such street repairs as tt
Justly owes to Its citizens. No corpora-
tion has a valid excuse for a franchise
extending over a period of more than
twenty year when the tendency In all
civilized communities today Is toward
municipal ownership, or at least mu-
nicipal control, of natural monopolies.
And. knowing these facts, the people of
Chicago are determined to make the Al-

len law an Issue of vital consequence
In this campaign.

Repeal the Odloas Law.
"That law must be repealed and wiped

from the statute books before Its full
harvest of Infamy can be reaped by the
corporations In whose behalf It was pass-
ed. Let the people of Chicago awake
to a full realization of what Hie Allen
law means to them and bury under aa
avalanche of votes every legislative can-
didate who Is not fairly and squarely
and securely pledged to do all In his
power to remove this danger that threat-
ens tho honor and prosperity of Chicago,

The IT sr.
"These are some of the true Issues In

the present campaign. Issues which the
Republican party cannot and will not be
permitted to shirk or Ignore. Let them
If they will mislead themselves with the
false hope that their candidates can
wrap the folds of the American flag about
them and go on to victory on the strength
of the glory earned by the nation In
tho Spanish war. The war cannot be
made a Republican Issue In the coming
elections.

JCa a KepabUeaa TTsx.
"Republican spellbinders cannot rob the

people of the recollection that bad It not
beea for the Democratic members of coa--

gress, backed up by a few patriotic Re-
publicans, who placed humanity above
selfish greed and love of country above
Ignoble considerations, there would have
been no war. The successes of the war
are due to American manhood, the glories
are glories of the nation itself, the fame
of the war the fame of our splendid peo-
ple. Never before In the 'history of the
nation have all ranks and classes, all
political parties, all races and creeds
stood so manfully together, so solidly
arm to arm and shoulder to shoulder for
the common defense, vieing with one an-
other In honest and courageous loyalty
to the nation's chief magistrate in every
step he took for the honor of the nationand the nation's flag. We claim, as
American citizens, fair and eual share
in every splendid achievement. In every
glorious victory of American arms,
whether on land or at sea.

Criminal Negligence.
"We leave to the Republican party a

monopoly in the wanton mismanagement
of the war's affairs in the commissary
and medical departments. If the Repub-
licans wish to make any particular claim
let them take for their own the business
incapacity with which the business af-
fairs of the war were run. let them claim
as theirs the cruel indifference with
which our brave boys in blue, when sick
or wounded, were treated: let them claim
full credit for the advancement of the
sons of millionaires, of Republican sen-
ators, of Republican politicians, over the
heads of skillful and well-train- ed army
officials: let them have an absolute mo-
nopoly of the Infamy of establishing
army camps in unhealthy and remoteneighborhoods at the behest of railroadcorporations and in the placing of horse
doctors as chief medical officers in charge
of hospitals where sick soldiers were ly
ing in need of care.

Scandals of War rtepartment.
"The conduct of the war In the various

staff departments only proves the neces-
sity of a return to honest Democratic
rule in Washington. Republicanism has
been tried in the balance and found want- -

I I

of

Ing. The party of the Algers, the Stern-berg- s
and the Huidekopers has shown Its

Incapacity, its willingness to subordinate
even the health of the nation's brave de-
fenders to the hunger of the army con-
tractor. I do not believe the
people today are willing to leave the
settlement of the Cuban question, the
Porto RIcan question and the Philippine
question to the party which has shown
so plainly Its Incapacity to deal with
great matters except on the basis of how
much there Is In It for lta hungry and
Insatiable leaders.

Democrats Xeeded la Congress.
"If thero ever was a time when hon

esty, fidelity and patriotism were needed
In tho halls of congress It Is today. The
American people will be recreant to their
trust, blind to their own Interests and
forgetful of the welfare of their descend-
ants If they fall to restore In the national
government the principles of Jefferson
and Jackson. (Great applause.)

X Qaarrak
"We Democrats propose In this cam

paign to present an undivided front to
the enemy. We have no factions, no
family rows. There has been fair and
honorable competition for the distinction
of leading the party to victory, but when
the convention spoke the voice or Dem
ocracy In placing a ticket In the field,
every loyal Democrat stood ready to lend
his aid and assistance In the winning of a
glorious victory. The Republican press
is trvinar hard to create family dissen
sion, but It will not succeed. We have
no Altgeld faction, no Ryan faction, no
Harrison faction. We are all Democrats.
working for one and tho same end. the
success of our party and tho

of its principles as tho guide of tho
nation's affairs.

Bryaa tb sVaa for IOOO.
--The aalr duty we swo nx rtj to in

solute loyalty. We are soldiers fghtlng a
stubborn battle under the banner of pop-
ular rights and popular liberty. A strict
obedience to discipline is a faithful sol-
dier's first duty. Let us remember the
splendid presence and loyalty to dis-
cipline of our gallant leader down among
the palms of Florida, who, though his
secret heart's desire and all the prompt-
ings of love and friendship call him to
his western iome, yet yields obedience
to the commands of his superior officers.
Republican machinations keep him in In-

action at the front; Republican schem-
ing have silenced his eloquent tongue
and robbed the people's cause of its most
persuasive champion. But his silence Is
more eloquent than even his words could
be. and BRYAN. THE SOLDIER. IS
TODAY AS MUCH THE IDOL OF THE
DEMOCRATIC HEART AS BRYAN.
THE STANDARD-BEARE- R, WILL BE
IN 1900. WHEN ONCE MORE HE WILL
LEAD THE HOSTS OF DEMOCRACY.
THIS TIME TO CERTAIN VICTORY.
(GREAT APPLAUSE. LASTING MAN!"
SECONDS.)

A SERIOUS CHARCEI
Republican Paper Accuses Tanner of

Taking the Soldiers' Money.
The Chicago Times-Heral- d (Republi-

can) charges that the Tanner adminis-
tration has exhausted and dissipated the
sum of $477.5(i0 set aside for the use of
the National Guard during the years 1S97
and 1SS8. and has also expended the sum
of 1000,000 more for expenses incurred dur
ing the mobilization of the volunteer sol
diers. The total sum appropriated by the
legislature of ISSi for National Guard
purposes to July 1. 1S99, was $177,500. The
Times-Hera- ld says: "Add to this the
$000,000 which Tanner says the State ad-
vanced to the federal government, and
the expenses of the guard for the fif-
teen months past have been $750,000. Today
the guard fund is bankrupt." Continu-
ing, the Times-Heral- d says: "The Alt- -
geld administration, with one annual ap
propriation of $1S.,003 for the National
Guard, was able to return $40,000 to the

a in an

state Treasury unexpended in 1895. The
Altgeld afterwards faced
expensive strikes and yet closed Its term
of office with a of only $30.-00- 0.

From July 1. 1S97, to February 25.
18SS. Is eight months. In that time the
present administration not only expends
over $700,000 set aside for the guard, but
discounts the other $200,000 duo in July,
1S98. Doting that period the National
Guard was not called out for a strike
and held only one

"WHAT BECAME OF THE MONET?
"John P. Altgeld ordered an encamp-

ment of the National Guard held and
the cost to the State was within $75,000.
Tho encampment of 1S77. held under Gov.
Tanner. Is estimated to have coat the
State $120,000. or $45,000 more than the
expense of that other encampment. This
being so. and allowing $50,000 for other
expenses of the guard which would legit-
imately come up, and knowing the $27.-S- 00

of the could
not be 'diverted. thero yet remains unac-
counted for $277,300."

The charges and aro pret-
ty clear, and coming from a Republican
paper, tho McKinley. organ of the State,
they cannot bo away as
Democratic campaign lies. Tho
Governor didn't refer to this "di-
version" of $277,300 of National
Guard funds In his Golconda har-
angue. Nor did ha refer to the econ-
omy of Governor Altgeld In contrast with
his own Tho Governor
should make another speech at

STATE FUNDS.

In his Golconda speech Governor John
R. Tanner boldly, but unwisely, chal-
lenged criticism of "his" state institut-
ions- Tho challenge has already been ac-
cepted, not by Democrats but by Repub-
licans who have knowledge o (acta show- -
ins grosa osrrustioa aaa

at the Eastern Hospital for the Insane at
Kankakee. It is asserted that every em-
ploye is assessed 5 per cent of his salary
for political purposes, the fund from this
source at the asylum amounting to $300
per month.

Under the former Democratic adminis-
tration of the asylum. A. L. Granger of
Kankakee was secretary-treasur- er of the
board of trustees. He received $600 the
first year and $&00 for the second as sal-
ary, says a of the St. Louis
Republic. When Tanner became gover-
nor. Ernest Curtis, brother of Speaker Ed
Curtis, was made. treasurer at $S00 a year
and Cashier Miller of the First National
Bank of Kankakee, secretary, at $1,400.
At first Miller held both offices at $2,100,
then they were divided to give Curtis a
rake-of- f. Curtis has since retired and
Miller is now drawing $2,200 a year for
services previously performed under
Democratic administration for $$00.

Similar charges of mismanagement and
extravagance are also made at the state
institution for the deaf and dumb at
Jacksonville. Not only does the presi-
dent of the board carry his son. son-in-la- w

and daughter on the pay-rol- l, but
raised their salaries all around, as well
as those of nearly all other employes, in-
cluding that of the superintendent. Fol-
lowing are some of the raises:

Superintendent. 32 per cent increase.
Farm boss. 33 3 per cent increase.
Electrician. 100 per cent increase.
Foreman shoe shop. 2S 2 per cent in-

crease.
Foreman of painting, 25 per cent in-

crease.
Night watch. 25 per cent increase.
Clerk. 8 3 per cent increase.
Stenographer, 8 1--3 per cent increase.
Governor Tanner is treading on danger-

ous ground when he attempts to compare
his administration with that of Governor
John P. AJtgeld.

Will Whittcmor. Ki plain T

F. K. Whittemore. Republican candi
date for State Treasurer, and Governor

run of

American

deficiency

Tanner's "handy has enough
shady transactions with the people's mon-
ey laid at his feet to keep him explaining
until the campaign Is over. Will he ex-
plain the charge that he was a borrower
of State funds from a recent State Treas-
urer? Will he say that State funds were
not loaned during ISM and ISM. when
It was unlawful to do so without ac-
counting for the interest? Will he state
where the loan of $230,000 was obtained
and whether or not the State had any
bond interest or any other funds on de-
posit, directly or Indirectly, with the In-
stitution taking tho loan? Will he ex-
plain why. as acting State Treasurer In
196. he did not pay warrants In favor
of the State Institutions until July, when
said warrants were Issued three or four
months prior to July? Will ho explain
whether or not bo was Instrumental In
procuring tho passage of tho bill In 1897.
repealing the Democratic law of 1893 re-
quiring the State Treasurer to account
to the people for Interest money obtain-
ed? All these things need

Alton

rrosa S.OOO to 96,000.
Every Legislature makes an appropria-

tion for what Is termed tho "incidental
expenses" of the session, that is the ex-
penses such as carpets, furniture, sta-
tionery, typewriters, etc This la a fund
that affords opportunity for a vast
amount of small stealings and the Re-
publican Legislature has been doing
enough of It to make a private ashamed
of himself. In 1893 tho Democrats spent
$8,000 for the purpose while the Repub-
lican Legislature spent $26,000. They act-
ually bought thirty-tw- o pre-
sumably for some good to
take homo with them. Seven or eight
typewriters would supply tho necessities
of a session. Where do all those type-
writers go? No wonder tho
Jumped from S3.908 la $2$.MO. Carroll ton
Oaxetto

Is to

of as
of

Where Is the prosperity promised in
lSln; by the spellbinders of the Republican
party?

Where Is the advance In prices of prod-
ucts and labor promised by McKinley and
Hanna?

Where are the good times rledged
to the people if they would only repudi-
ate the free coinage of silver and de-

clare in favor of a single gold standard?
Where is the "work for all" that was

predicted by the organs of the protection
and party?

TANNER IS THE WHOLE THING.

Two years have elapsed since these
things were promised the long-sufferin- ir

farmer, merchant, miner, manufacturer
and laboring man of the country: but
they have failed of fruition, bo far as the
common reople are concerned.

Prosperity has come to the Hannas and
Carnegies and Elklnses and Morgans and
Rockefellers, and to their ravenous brood
of trusts and monopolies and combines,
rendered potent by the perpetuation of
a single gold standard and a protective
tariff law, but to the common people has
come only increasing taxation, decreas-
ing wages and Increase In prices paid
for the necessities of life.

Prosperity has come to the trusts and
tariff-benefite- d but the great
mass of people of the country are still
suffering under the conditions which
evolved the Issues of 1896.

TO
or any old don t runs the and

the and fall
ME and an MY
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REPUBLICAN PARTY'S BROKEN PLEDGES.

Where the Prosperity Was Follow

the Election William McKinley

President the United States?

corporations,

TANNER THE REPUBLICAN ORATORS: "Talk about National Issues, Prosperity, Sound
Money, Expansion, issue, care. The Machine party

Machine, Republican victory Illinois this means endorsement
endorsement administration, Allen Bill, Gas Bill, Warehouse Bill,

Bill,

-'r-t- "r''

Sentlnel-Democra- t-

That

During that presidential campaign the
toilers of the country were assured that
all that was needed to bring good times
was the repudiation of the silverites and
the election of William McKinley. They
were told that the factories and mills
would then open, wages would rise and
there would be work for all.

Thousands of worklngmen were delud-
ed by these promises. McKinley was
elected the self-alleg- boomers of pros-
perity were given tho reins of govern-
ment.

What was the result? Speculators on
the board of trade gave wheat a fictitious
price, which benefited tho farmer little
or nothing, since most of the advance
occurred after the wheat left tho farmers
hands and was stored In the elevators.
McKinley organs, however, claimed the
glory of tho wheat bulge, until' tho bot-
tom dropped out of it. since which time
they have devoted their columns to the
steel trust, tbe beef trust, the coal trust,
the glass trust, tbe leather trust, the
coffee trust and the dozens of other colos-
sal combines spawned and hatched by
Republican legislation.

But what of the farmers mortgages
and country merchants' liabilities? The' recent stupendous failura of tho New' rn.Tanil T '.an , . r ... .- ' vuuipany aiKansas City for something over $4,000,000.
The cause of the failure, as related In the
bill for a receiver, tells the whole story
of tbe ed "returning wave of pros-
perity" In the West, The immediatecause of the failure as stated in tbe bill
Is that before January 1 the company
will be required to pay $202,945 on ac-
count of Interest and principal of deben-
tures, and will be unable to realise a
sufficient sum, owing to tho impossibil-
ity of enforcing collection of its mort-gages and loans, or to realize Immediate-
ly on much unprofitable real estate which
it has been compelled to take aver. Tbo
business conducted by the company was

that of loaning money on farming prep-er- ty

in western and southern states. Tho
company, it was further stated, was the
owner of real estate mortgages on farm
lands and other property throughout tho
West of the value of tiMSt.COO' That It
would be required to pay "on or before
January, is:0. the sum of about $302.94.
the amount of principal and Interest on
debentures; that it was compelled to be-
come the owners of much unprofitable
real estate because of Its Inability to en
force the collection of loans, owing te
depressed financial conditions, and that It
was unable to realize a sufficient sum
to meet Its obligations."

This tells the story of how the farmers
are "paying oft their mortgages" under
the McKinley administration, and It fur-
thermore corroborates the statement that
during the past two years, or since Mo-Klnl- ey

was elected and the single gold
standard fastened upon the country, the
value of farming lands throughout Illi-
nois and the Western states generally
has decreased 40 per cent! This assertion
is borne out by the assessors' returns In
Illinois for 1S97. there being a falling off
in valuation of many millions of Soliars.

As a result of this depreciation in land
values and the prices of farm products,
merchants and other business men
throughout the West are unable to col-
lect their old bills or sell new onoi. Their
own liabilities are pressing them to the
wall, while labor Is either going beggir.g
or being reduced to starvation scales.
The result has been seen In strikes, lock-
outs, riots and the calling out of the
militia In several states. Illinois included,
during the present year. speaking of
these conditions, in his recent spe h at
the Auditorium, A.lgeid '

said:
"Instead of the restoration of prosper-

ity, as we were promised, we ilnd thatonly those classes who in one manner"
or another devour the substance of other
men's toil ore prospering, while the great
masses of our people llnd themselves in
as much distress as ever. While the
brokers and speculators, the manipulat-
ors who have absolute control of certain
markets and can force tho people to pay
any price they may ask. ate talking
about prosperity, we find that there have
recently been, and so fjr as I am udvlsed
are yet In progress. soventfen great
strikes In Industrial centers of this coun-
try, all on account of wages, in nearly
all cases reductions having been made, a
reduction, too. from what were already
starvation wages. In the great' wood-
working town of Oshkosh. In Wisconsin,
where n strike lasted sn long and was
of so fierce a character that the military
had to be sent there to maintain order,
an inquiry developed the fact that skill
ed workmen Hint used to got K.'-- a day
were getting only $1.:; a day, working
ten hours a day. and daj laborers were
getting rnly SO cenis a day; men 30 and
40 years of age. in the prime of life, with
families to Mipport. were working ten
nours ami getting f0 cents. 'At I'nn. In
ii.iii.ii7.. uAtr i or mourns uau a- .riHaamong the coal miner. Iccnuse tho mine
operators Insisted on reducing wages be
low a starvation point, d. 'during thatthey could not otherwise run their mines.
And they are now driving the white men
ofT and tilling their places with negroes
brought from Alabama.

THIS IS UKPLBLICAN PROSPER
ITY.

"In almost every Industrial renter in
his country we lind A KIMIUH CON

DITION, AND ONLY It KCKNTbT
MARK HANNAS MAX.VI Kit, SPEAK
ING OF TilK CONDITION TH 13

COAL MINKRS IN OHIO AND WCS f
VIRGINIA, STATi:i THAT THEI ft
COMPANIES Wi;itK flOIXi: TO KE.
DI.C'K WAGES AND THAT HE ANTIC-IPATK- D

A LONG AND HERIOL'S
STRIKE IX CONSEQUENCE."

Such is a brief outline of the "pros-
perity wave." While the trusts have
nourished, the people have become poor-
er; while taxes have been increased,wages and farm products have fallen.

It is but the natural result, however, of
a protective tariff and a single gold
standard.

Illinois State Taxes.
STATEMENT FROM HON. JAS A. ROSS:
Year. Tax Hate
1889, Rep. 8o
1800, Rep.
1891, Dein.
1892, Dem.
1893. Dem.
1W4. Dem.
1H& Rep.
1899, Rep.
18W. Hop.

8rto
83o
Slo
8lo
81o
I2o
5So
66o

Produelnv.
Sl,e08,742 3

1,764,600 Sf
J fiW.603 m
1.401.081 BH

l.K)fl,337 Te
1 479.108 W

3,140,335 3
3,230,156 835,277,940 CO

Prophetic Word.
James O. Blaine said In the United

States Senate, February 12. iS'.t isee Con.gressional Record, page kTO- -, in thegreat silver debate which ended In tbe
Rland-AIllso- n compromise, "1 tbestruggle now going on In this country
and in other countries fur a s.ngle gold
standard, would, if successful, produce
widespread disaster in the end throughout
the world. The dettl ruction of silver asmoney and establishing gold ejt th,e solo
unit of value must have a ruii.ous effect
on all forms of property EXCEPT
THOSE INVESTMENTS WHICH YIELD
A FIXED RETURN IN MONEY. These
would be enormously enhanced In value,
and would gain a disproportionate andunfair advantage over every other so-
cles of property."

FROM THE STATE PLATFORM,
The Democrats of the stste of TtiniIn convention assembled, adhering firmly

to the time-honor- principles and prac-
tices of the Democratic party, which seekto secure to the great body of the bht.i.the widest liberty of thought and actionand tho broadest possible power of eontrol over governmental action an
llevlng that the most Imrjortant rnnrtioi.of government Is to so distribute Its bene--jus mm wru as its burdens that they may
bo shared as equally as possible by allthe people, declare our conviction that thaconcentration of power and wealrti withina narrow and constantly contracting cir-cle, encouraged and fostered by tho Re-
publican party, may best bo relieved by
the establishment of the following Demo-
cratic principles, which we hereby agalapromulgate and pledge an honest effort tocarry out.

Tt Colaago of Mlver First.
Tho free and unlimited coinage of betasilver and gold at the present established

ratio of It to I by Independent action of
the United States without waiting for tha
consent or permission of other nations.

Nothing more is needed to show to tho
people of the country tnat tho Democracy
of Illinois Is as loyal to the platform ct
1898 now as when In June, 18, at tbo
Springfield state convention, tho Demo
crats of Illinois set tho paca far tbo
Democracy af the anloa,


