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The latest is a blockade of flour on
western lines, creating a famine in
Chicago and shoving the price up.
So far nobody has undertaken to cor-
ner the Grace of God, and hold it on
a siding just outside the city limits,
That about the only thing the
trusts have not preempted.—Bloom-
ingron Bulletin.
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There is a Dbill before
ture providing for the appointment
of a board of five musical examiners
who are to pass upon the capabilities
of all instructors in music. XNo onpe
wonlid be allowed to teach without
having a certifieate from this board.
This is a fine example of the extent
to which freak legislation might ex-
tend if suffered to rambie nnehecked.
What would be better, asks the Quin-
¢y Herald, thin a state board com-
posed of plumbers, a veterinary sur-
geon, a stock raiser and a nerve
specialist to exumine members of the
legislature to s=2e that they are sound
of limb and free from blemishes
bebind the ears?
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Another Postal Reform.

There was incorporated in the
house postoffice appropriation bill ‘re-
centily passed, a provision that will
reduce the cost of postoffice operation
considerably, and at the same time
necommodate a great- many bosiness
men. It is provided that hereafter
postoffices shall accept for trans-
mission in the mails quantities of not
less than two thousand identical
pieces of third and fourth-class mut-
ter without postage stamps being
affixed, provided that the postage is
fully prepaid.

It does not take any cxtended ex-
planation to show the value of this
reform: The number of circulars

passing*through the mails daily is en-
aﬁous and'in a great many cases

Nidentical

theV are identical pieces of mail run-
ning up ifito the thousands and tens
of thousands. As matters now stand,
postage stamps in sufficient denomi-
nations to fulfill the requirements of
the law, must be attached to each
piece. This requires con-
siderable labor, both in the office of
the firm where the matter originates
amd agaiu in the pustoffices to which
they arve transmitted, and the cancel-
lation of these stamps must be done
by hand. Under the new arrange-
ment this class of mail matter, when
the number of pieces exceed two thou-
sand, will simply be wrapped up
and directed by the firm trans-
mitting the same, bronght to the post-
office and weighed newspapers
are weighed. The amount due will
be paid 10 the postmaster, and in all
probability receipted for, and 1the
matter will at once be ready for dis-
tribution and transmission. In the
larger offices of the country, this will
decresse the number of clerks neces-
gary. Much time will be saved and
in addition to this, the government
will not be put:to the expense of
printing the stamps.

This reform was brought out and
pushed forward by the third assistant
postmaster general, Mr. Madden,
official who has been working hard
and sueccessfully to dmprove his de-
partment since the day of his accept-
ance of the position,
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SIMPLY BREATHE IT,

A Few Minates' Use of Hyomel Four Times
a Day Cares Catarrh.

The pleasantest, most econvenient
and the only seientific method for the
treatment and ecure of catarrh is Hy-
omei. Simply put 20 drops of Hyomei
in the inhaler that comes with every
package and then breathe it for a
few minutes four times a-day.

It seems remarkable that so simple
a way for treating catarrh will effect
a cure, but the most important dis-
coveries of science have always been
the simplest. By breathing Hyomei
in this way every particle of air that
enters the air passages of the throat
and head and goes into the lungs is
charged with a healing balsam that
kills the germs and bacilli of catarrh
and soothes and allays irritation.

The first day's use of Hyvomei will
show a decided improvement and in a
short time there will be no further
trouble from catarrbh. Its aetion is
rapid and lasting.

The first day’s use of Hyomei will
show a decided improvement and in a
short 1ime there will be no further
trouble from catarrh. Its action is
rapid and lasting.

You take ro risk in buying Hyomel.
A complete outfit costs $1.00 and if
after using you can say that it has
not helped you T. H. Thomas will re-
turn your money. What other treat-
ment for catarrh is sold under a guar-
antee like this? XNone other has suf-
ficient merit.

Winter coughs are apt to result in
consumption if neglected. They can
be soon broken up by using Foley's
Honey and Tar. All drrggists.

Makes homely women
good ¥ looking women  handsome,
Greatest beautifier in the world.
Such i= Rocky Mountain Tea. 35
cents, Never fails. T. H. Thomas'
pharmacy.
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PAILY SHORT STORY

The Little Lace Smuggler,

[Original.]

Little Gretchen Lahmer of Brussels,
Belgium, was coming to America. 8She
was advised by a business acquaint-
ance to put several hundred dollars
whieh she had saved beyond her pas-
sage money into the beautiful lace
made in her city and carry it with her
to New York. If she could get it
through the custom house free of duty,
she would add considerably to her lit-
tle capital. She was Informed that
nothing one wears is dutiable. There-
fare after purchasing some white and
black Iance ghe set about decorating her
clothing with it in such fashlon that It
would not likely be noticed by the cus-
tom house officials. With the black lace
she trimmed her mantle, putting on, of
course, a profusion, while the white
was made into flounces on her dress be-
neath.

Gretchen crossed the ocean in the
sweet summer time, when it was de-
lightful to sit on deck and watch the
green waves, the gulls and the hilue
heavens far ashore by day und the star-
ry dome by night. DBesides, the moon
was at the full and, beginning with the
twilight, rose Iater every evening.
Gretechen was alone, but a young man,
an invalld, on the first day out sat In
his steamer chair near ber and formed
her acquaintance. Though the weather
was warm, he was invariably wrapped
in an ulster. He told Gretchen that he
had dropsy.

Gretchen, lonely herself, understood
more perfectly the feelings of this
young man, who was not only unat-
tended, but ill. She thercefore devoted
herself to him. Every morning at 10
o'clock when the weather was fine—and
it was fine throunghout the voyage—she
would place the young man’s chair for
him in a sheltered wpook, cover him
with rugs, talk to him, read to him and
in every way in her power contribute
to his comfort. The invalid seemed pro-
foundly grateful for these attentions,
When she put a pillow under his head,
he would look into her eyes what was
more than gratitude. He regretted that
hie conld make no retorn for her atten-
tion except help to improve bher Eng-
lish, which was very lmperfect. It is
but natural that with the language of
love passing between, for Gretchen
was becoming attached to her charge,
they should get on rapidiy with mere
commonplace expressions. The young
man bad had a good education in the
public schools and seemed quite ninbi
tious to succecd in life. ‘This made
Gretchen’'s heart bieed for him. Rhe
would wrap his ulster more closely
about him, and he would look up with
languld smile so touch-
Ing in an invalid.

When they approached New York,
Greichen began to be worried about
her lace. She craved sympathy and
conflded her secret to Lier friend. Hge
reassured her Ly telling hér that if she
would go ashore with him he would
look out for some of the officials whom
he knew and each try to distract their
attention from her or, if they noticed
her superfluous finery, persuade them
to let her go unmolested. She gladly
accepted his offer and when the ship
was docked supported him, still wrap-
ped in his ulster, down the gangplank.

“Wait here a moment,” he said, *and
I will see if I can find a friend among
these customs officers.”

The invalid approached an inspector
and said to him:

“What is there in it for me if I put
you on to a woman who is smuggling
lace?"

The officer arranged that he should
recelve the value of such information,
and the two approached Gretchen.

“There she i, said the invalld, and
the officer forthwith turned poor Gret-
chen over to a womuan who searched
ber thoroughly and confiscated every
yvard of her precious lace. This was
nothing to Gretchen compared with the
shock the man's treachery caused her.
She left the dock weeping. But it was
not for ber little savings. It was for
the image she had set up in her heart,
which had been so roughly broken.

The next day Gretchen received a
card at her boarding house with the
name upon it of “Charles Turner Whit-
man.” She had never heard of such a
person and thought there must be some
mistake. However, she went down
into the parlor, and who, should be
there but the invalid, but an invalid no
longer. His chalky complexion had
become ruddy, his step was quick and
strong, his whole appearance cheery.
As goon as Gretchen saw him she turn-
¢d to leave the room, but bhe caught
her and brought her back.

“Walit, little sweetheart, till I explain.
When we went ashore yesterday 1 had
on me a small fortune in lace. My legs,
body and arms were wrapped with it.
If 1 succeeded in getting it in without
confiscation, it would be the last of
several such efforts and complete the
amount I determined to make before
discontinuing a practice whicli I cor-
dially detest. No surer way of passing
the officials unsuspected could be de-
vised than directing their attention to
some one else. Your few yards were
nothing to the hundreds I had on me.
You were kind to me on the trip, and
you have been the means of my com-
pleting my work undiscovered. Share
my snug fortune with me. Be my wife,
and together we will enter upon a ca-
reer less risky and discreditable than
smuggling.”

It was some time before Gretchen
counld recover from the shock she had
received. Then she smilingly agreed to
take the matter into conslderation. Ev-
idence was forthcoming that there was
nothing against her lover but the sev-
eral smuggling trips referred to, and
ghe at last consented to marry him.
With the proceeds of his trips abroad
they set up a small shop and lived
happlly. GLADYS HARRINGTON.
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Health and Diseas

as [liustrated In the Sealp. Fig. |
shows a section of a healthy hair
magnified. Fig, 2 shows the deadly
effect of the DANDRUFF GERMS
that are destroying the hair root.

Destroy the cause you remove
the effect.

No Dandruff, no Falling Hair, no
Baldness, il you kill the germ with

NEWBRO’S HERPICIDE.

For Sale by all Druggists.
Price $1.00.

For sale by T. H. Thomas, druggist
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Homeseekers’ and Colo-
nist Excursions to West
and Southwest

ON THE FIRST AND THIRD
TUESDAYS OF EACH MONTH
AT VERY LOW RATES.

Let me advise and arrange for
you.

H. D. MACK,
General Agent.

"Phone West 1265. 210 Eighteenth St.
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Owing to the Rock Island Shoe
Company being nomore, we have
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This Sale will continue until

March Ist, when all goods not
sold during this sale will be sent

to an auction house in Chicago.

Gle Leader,

Opposite*Harper House. C.C. Trent, Mgr.
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Nothing Better Than

Chandeliers and
Portables, Gas,
Electric and
Combination.

Call and Jook through our new
Fixture Room. New stock.
Right prices.

=< W. A. ROBB & CO.,

11 lbth t Phone West, 1538
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Dr. S. H. MILLER, M. D. V.

Veterinary- Surgeon and Dentist.
Graduate of McKillip's Veterinary College, Chicago,
Office and Veterinary Hospital

2125 Third Avenae, BRock Islnsd, I, Resldencs 1813 Fourth Aveanne

Oftice hours 7Tto8a m.. 10 2p. m., 750 10 p. m.  Central Phones: OfMce 1409
West, Residence 1881 West. Unlon Phoses: Ofiice 5707, Residence 3387,
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