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HISTORYOFTHEVATICAN

Famous Residence of the Pone
and His Court.

VAST PALACE OF liAEY BOOMS.

.Designed to Be the Greatest Chris
tian Structure of Its Kind, It Cov
ers an Area of About Thirteen
Acres and Has Eight Grand, Stair
cases The Pope lias Only v Three
Rooms, Furnished Very; Simply.
Four centuries and a half have

passed since it came into the mind of
rope Nicholas V. to make the Vatican
(the largest and most beautiful palace
of the Christian world, says tiro New
iYork Herald. Ho planned, to include
within its walls all the offices of the
papal government. Every cardinal was

o be housed within its precincts. But
little was accomplished by this pope
(toward the fulfillment of his purpose:
(All that he saw finished was the Tower
cf Borgia and a private chapel.
) Nearly every succeeding pope has
edded something to the building of the
jVatican until it has become an im-men- se

pile of irregular architecture
Idescriptive of the successive pontifi-jcate- s

and telling of the Individual
characters and tastes of the various
popes who Inhabited the palace long
jenough to leave some impression of
their own. After the popes retired from
'Avignon they found their former resi-
dence on the Lateran hill in ruins
and adopted the Vatican in its stead in
order to obtain the greater security
given by the Castle of St Angelo, close
at hand, a covered gallery connecting
the palace and the fortress along the
north line of the Leonine wall.

Alexander VI. constructed what Is
known as the old palace, called the
'Appartamenti Borgia, and to this part
Sixtus IV. added in 1474 the Sixtine
chapel. The Belvedere was erected by
Innocent VIII. in 1490, and Julius II.
united the Belvedere to the palace by
the celebrated loggle. To Julius II.
the Vatican Is indebted for the be-

ginning of the museum, and its founda-
tions were laid in the gardens of the
Belvedere under his initiation. After
Lis death Leo X. completed the loggie,
employing Raphael to direct the work.

By 1G00 the section of the palace was
completed which includes the ordinary
residence of the pope. It is the most

.conspicuous portion of the mass of
buildings rising above the piazza of St.
Peter. The loggie were inclosed - in
glass by Flux IX., thus protecting from
the weather the frescoes of Raphael,
and In the courso of. his long reignJia.
made many improvements In the pic-
ture galleries.

The special work by which Leo XIII.
left his mark on the Vatican was the
decoration of the Gallery of Cande-
labra with frescoes by Seltz, with a
pavement of precious marbles and an-
tique statuary from recent excavations,
while he built a reading room for stu-
dents In the Vatican library and a new
wing for printed books, further con-
ferring an immense boon on foreign
students by throwing open the Vatican
archives and providing them with ac-

commodation.
' The celebrated staircase, the Scala
Itegia, was constructed by Bernini un-
der Urban VIII. Subsequent popes
built the range of apartments for the
Museo Pio Clementino and the Egyp-
tian and Etruscan museums. The fourth
side of the Cortele di San Damaso was
closed by Pius IX., who reconstructed
the great staircase leading from the ar-
cades of the piazza into the court.

Altogether the Vatican palace covers
an area of about thirteen and one-ha- lf

acres, of which about six are occupied
by the twenty courts, and contains per-
haps a thousand halls, chapels, saloons
and private apartments, the greater
part of which are occupied by collec-
tions and showrooms, a comparatively
small part of the building being set
apart for the papal court.

The length of the palace is 1,131 feet
and its breadth 707. It has eight grand
staircases. The principal entrance to
the Vatican Is at the end of the right
colonnade of St. Peter's, where a door
on the right opens upon the staircase
'leading to the Cortile di Damaso. The
famous Sixtine chapel, which figures
so prominently in connection with a
pope's death and the election of his
successor, was formerly hung on fes-
tivals with the tapestries executed
from the cartoons of Raphael. The up-

per portion is decorated In fresco by
the great Florentine masters of the fif-

teenth century. On the pillar between
the windows are the figures of twenty-eigh- t

popes by Sandro Botticelli. The
,vast fresco of "The Last Judgment"
occupied Michael Angelo seven years
and was finished In 1541 under Taul
III.

Only those strangers admitted to a
epecial audience ever see the small por-
tion of the Vatican inhabited by the
pope. The three rooms occupied by the
pontiff are furnished with the utmost
simplicity. They consist of the bare
green saloon, the red saloon, containing
a throue flanked by benches, and the
foedroom, with yellow draperies, a large
writing table and a few pictures by old
masters.

From the windows of the Egyptian
museuni one can look down upon the
inner garden of the Vatican known as
jthe Giardino della Pigna, from the fa-

mous PIgna, a gigantic fur cone, said
lonce to have crowned the summit of
(the mausoleum of Hadrian,
j The garden was the second great
(quadrangle of the Vatican, planted
hrith shrubs und flowers under Pius
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IX.. but hasbeen neglected Tor many
years. From the outer courtyard one
enters the larger garden, but as this
was constantly used by the pope ad
mittahce was gained to it only as a
matter of the rarest privilege. Pope
Pius IX. used to ride here on his white
mule.

FEARLESS IN THE PULPIT.
Xoted Enfelinh Preacher Who Defied

the Ilritlah Government.
Rev. Reginald John Campbell, pastor

of the City Temple, London, who Is
now traveling in this country, is the
foremost preacher In England outside
of the Established church, and at the
age of thirty-seve- n has come to be re-

garded as the leader of the noncon-
formists.

Although chosen only a year ago to
succeed Dr. Parker in the City Temple,
which is one of the leadiug noncon-
formist churches', in all England, the
young preacher has won his way to the
front rank of popularity, giving proin- -
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KEV. R. J. CAMPBELL.

ise of a reputation which will rival
that of his predecessor and of that oili-
er great nonconformist leader, Rev.
Charles II. Spurgeon.

He recently attracted wide attention
in England by the pronounced stand ho
took ou the education act. He sup
ports the policy of refusing to pay the

HV 'I'hTm-- rte ieietf-nu3ertt- art.
and nearly all the great nonconform-
ist bodies of England are joining in
this defiance of the government.

Although educated for the Episcopal
ministry, Mr. Campbell turned Instead
to the Congregational church, his first
pastorate, at Brighton, being eminent
ly successful. After eight years of
work he saw the old church outgrown
and a new one built in a more promi-
nent locality, where crowds came to
worship. Since lie has been preaching
in the Citj' Temple immense crowds
have thronged to hear him, his regular
congregation numbering over o,,t0.

Shortly after the death of the fa
mous Joseph Parker, Mr. Campbell,
who is tall, graceful aivJLpf striking ap
pearance, with prematurely gray hair.
was asked to occupy the City Temple
for one Sunday. No sooner had the
ultra critical congregation heard him
than he received a call, which he ac
cepted, and soon began his London
career. The City Temple congregation
considers him a more eloquent orator
than his predecessor.

THE CRACK KEARSARGE.

Dimensions of the Record Brealclngr
Battle Ship.

The Kearsarge, which has broken all
records for speed of battle ships sus-

tained for long distances and which
won the admiration of Emperor Wil-

liam of Germany and the Prince of
"Wales and several admirals in Eng-
land, was launched from the yards of
the Newport News Shipbuilding and
Dry Dock company, Newport News,
Va.. at 10.02 a. m., March 24. 1S08. and
at 11.32 her sister ship, the Kentucky,
glided Into the James river, says the
New York Tribune. The dimensions
of the two vessels are identical water
line length, 30S feet; beam, 72 feet 22
inches; draft, 23 feet 5 inches; free-
board, forward, 14 feet 3 inches; free-
board, aft, 3 Inches; displacement, 11,-C2- 5

tons.
The speed requirements were 10

knots. On h?r preliminary trial the
Kearsarge made 17V4 knots, and the
Kentucky on her trial the same. Some
doubt exists as to which ship is the
faster. The Kearsarge ranks as one
of the most formidable fighting ships
in the world. She is armed with four
13 inch and eight 4 inch breechload-in- g

rifles and fourteen 5 inch rapid
firing guns. There are twenty G pound-
ers, six 1 pounders, four Colt rapid fire
boat guns and four 18 Inch torpedo
tubes.

Grew on Him.
Burton Your garden is pretty small.

Isn't it?
Barton It seemed so to mo before I

began to take care of it. Somerville
(Mass.) Journal.

What's Left.
Mrs. Bingo Oh, dear! Do you think

that death ends all?
Bingo All but the estate. The law-

yers end that Exchange.

THE SLUMP IN STOCKS

Wall Street Situation Summa
rized by Horace White.

PALL WAS INEVITABLE, HE SAYS

Well Known Writer on Financial
Topics Uel!ee Boll Movement
Mystified All In the Stock Ex-
change Until Men Responsible
Were Revealed Then Eyery One
Tried to Buy.
Horace White, a well known New

York writer on financial topics, who
has a summer cottage at York Harbor,
Me., was asked the other evening as to
his opinion of the cause of the recent
slump in stocks, says the New York
Herald.

"Looking back at the bull move-
ment," he said, "which carried prices
of securities to such a height that a,
corresponding fall became inevitable at
some time, it will bo remembered that
Wall street was for a long time com-
pletely mystified by it, .Nobody knew
who was under the market till mouths
afterward. It was eventually discov-
ered that the lifting power ,was sup-
plied chiefly by J. P. Morgan and J. J.
Hill on the one side and by E. II. Ilar-rima- n

and Kuhn, Loeb &, Co. on the
other.

'The movement began with an at-
tempt on the part of the former to ac-
quire the Chicago, Milwaukee and St.
Paul railroad as an annex to the North-
ern Pacific and Great Northern roads
by purchases in the open market. That
move, though it failed in its main ob-
ject, supplied a great lifting power to
the market The operators and the
public generally, being ignorant of the
purposes which lay behind it and not
knowing who furnished the steam for
it, concluded that it was a sign of gen-
eral prosperity and hence that it was a
good time to buy stocks. So they
turned and bought also. It was im-
possible to boom St Paul In such a
fashion without booming other proper-
ties more or less.

"This was only the beginning of the
boom, however. When Morgan and
Hill found that the control of St. Paul
could not be bought In the open mar-
ket they turned their attention to
Burlington and adopted better tactics.
They went to the large holders of the
stock, mostly Boston men, and nego-
tiated with them. At the same time
the buying of Burlington shares was
continued on the Stock Exchange.

"The upward movement of the latter
excited the suspicion of the Union Pa-
cific people Harrtman, SehitT and
others. Tbeysoon found out what
was in the wind and, ns it was ioo laTe
to prevent Morgan and Hill from get-
ting control of Burlington, they set
out to acquire Northern Pacific. The
speculators and the public generally
were as ignorant of the causes of the
upward movement In Burlington and
Northern Pacific as they had been of
that of St. Taul. They ascribed these
also to the general waste of prosperity
and were confirmed in their opinion
that it was a good time to buy stocks.

"The word was passed around that
you couldn't make a mistake in buy-
ing anything. This was really believed
by many of the old and most cautious
operators on the exchange. Advantage
was taken of the speculation craze to
launch swindling projects on the credu-
lous investing people or lift prices to
an abnormal height in swindles pre-
viously launched.

"When the Northern Pacific corner
broke the stocks that bad been bought
at the prevailing prices were mostly
in strong hands. They did not fall to
their former level, but it was pretty
certain that they would do so some
time. That rime seems to have come.

"The fact that certain railroads of the
first rank, such as the Pennsylvania,
the New York Central and the Burling-
ton, have negotiated or are seeking vast
loans seems to me to be the immediate
cause of the recetit tumble in prices.
Whatever money the take out of the
boom market they take from other bor-
rowers, and chiefly from those who are
carrying stocks on margins. The banks
must take care of their mercantile cus-
tomers first, and, when it becomes
necessary to choose letween different
classes of borrowers they will first call
on the speculators to pay up.

"The railroad demands mentioned are
deemed essential as being a part of the
country's growth, already too long neg-
lected. The general business of the
country, too, must be kept going. Those
who are carrying more stocks than
they can pay for must accordingly suf-

fer If there is really a shortage of loan-

able funds.
"These are inferences which I draw

from reading the course of events in
Wall street, but I do not pretend to
have any special knowledge."

As to the business outlook of the
country generally Mr. White said:

"The general business of the country
is In my judgment sound. I think it
will not be affected by the decline In
stocks."

A MaKnetic Personality.
A magnetic personality, which at-

tracts the common run of mortals as
moths are attracted to a candle, is
much coveted In these days and is cer-
tainly a valuable possession, but it will
perhaps be some consolation to the wo-
man who cannot attract the attention
of everybody in a room the moment
she enters it' that many great men and
women had no "personality" worth
mentioning. There is a story of Fanny
Burney sitting unobserved in a corner
and having to be dragged into

pointed when ' ne " met George ETiot
though they afterward became friends.
Charlotte Bronte was always at a dis-
advantage in society, and many other
similar cases might be mentioned.
Great minds are often without this
charm of manner, while persons of
quite ordinary talents may have the
faculty of mesmerizfng not only those
with whom they come into immediate
contact, but all their contemporaries,
thus acquiring a fame out of all pro-
portion to their merits.

ASCENT OF MOUNT RAINIER
Or. Betts and II. M. Sarvant Prove

Mountain Still Surmountable.
Dr. W. It Betts of New Orleans and

II. M. Sarvant of Tacoma. Wash., have
made a thrilling' ascent of Mount Rai-
nier, says the New York Times. Dr.
Betts read in newspapers that the
mountain had not been ascended for
four years on account of great breaks
in the ice walls about Gibraltar rock.
Old guides had gone to Gibraltar rock
for several seasons past only to turn
back without reaching he top.

Dr. Betts was determined to disprove
the theory that the mountain is In-

surmountable. Reaching Tacoma a few
days ago, he started at one! for Para-
dise valley, on the southern slope. De-
scending from Pinacle peak of the
Tatoosh range, both men took a peril-
ous slide of half a mile down steep
snow fields. After previously carrying
food to Camp Muir the climbers start-
ed on a Sunday evening to make the
ascent. They camped at Muir until
daybreak, but the weather was bitter-
ly cold, making impossible. At
3 a. in. they discarded all unnecessary
clothing, taking only alpine stocks and
cameras, and started..

Reaching Hie glaciers about Gibral-
tar, they were compelled to use ropes
and to cut T0O steps In the ice with a
hatchet in making a zigzag journey up
Ice slopes and around crevasses. They
found that avalanches had carried
away a great rocky ledge above Gib-

raltar on which previous climbers had
depended in ascending one of the
steepest places. The summit was reach-
ed at 11 a. m. They visited three
peaks. Investigation showed that there
had been no recent volcanic activity, as
was supposd, though steam and sul-
phur fumes still rise in the craters.

They reached Paradise valley at S
o'clock the next night, twenty-fiv- e

hours after commencing the ascent.

HELGOLAND'S GREAT LIGHT

It Is Snl.l to Be the Most Powerful In
the World.

Shipping circles nnd students of
coast lighting methods' find much in-

terest in the new electric flash light
which has just been erected by the
Genan--i?rtvernruv'i- !i on Helgoland
Island in the North se.i. The principle
employed is said to le entirely new,
and the Germans claim that the light
is the most powerful in the world.

The novel feature of the lijjht throw-
ing apparatus consists in the use of
parabolic glass mirrors in place of the
lenses which have hitherto held the
field. This method places the lipht con-
centrating apparatus at the back of the
light instead of in front of it, as in the
case of the old fashioned lenses.

In operation a ray of high candle
power is projected from a battery of
three ray throwers erected upon a re-
volving reflector with a parabolic mir-
ror. The ray is flashed for a tenth of
a second every five seconds. The light
is concentrated and thrown forward
from the parabolically curved mirrors,
which are thirty inches wide. Only
the central portion, a third of the area,
is put into the greatest use.

The fhrsh illumines the entire hori-
zon. In normal weather it may bo
soon twenty-thre- e mile at sea. When
the weather Is favoralJe the beams go
far beyond this distance. On the first
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TEE NEW HELGOIjA SD XIGHTnOUSE AT
NIGHT.

night that the new light was used its
peculiar flashing beams were seen by
people on the mole at Busuni, forty
miles away. The watchers in the
lighthouse at Antrum, about the same
distance, were able in unfavorable
weather to see the same beams as they
rapidly appeared and disappeared. A
very Interesting optical change had,
however, taken place in the color of
the light. as seen from Amrum. It was
no longer the blue white of the electric
arc light but appeared quite red.

The Touch.
"A sweet book!" she exclaimed. "Not

ft touch of materialism in it!"
I opened the volume. On the first

leaf I read:
"Two dollars and fifty cents."
"Ha!" I thought but said nothing. I

ivould not for the world shatter my
Wife's illusions. Detroit Free Tress.

CASSIUS CLAY'S DUELS

Noted Kentuckian's Recollec
tions of His Encounters.

BOWIE KNIFE A FAVORITE WEAPON

Dperate Flfflit "V10U Sam Drown,
the Man Seleeted to Kill II iiu Out-
come of Ills Battle With. Turner.
His Reasons For Caolag Dr. De-

clare?-.

As a duelist always victorious, the
late General Cassius Marcellus Clay,
minister to Itussia umler Presidents
Lincoln and Johnson, mated abolitionist
and author, was said to have been
implicated in more encounters and to
have killed more men than any other
fighter living.

When he was asked not long ago to
tell about his first fight he said it was
with a rival for the haial of Miss War-fiel- d.

When the wedding day of the
young woman and the general was
approaching the rival, Dr. Dvelarey,
wrote to her family a letter abusing
the successful suitor. The general
sought him out. with a second, and
gave him a cowhiding. Then he Eont
a challenge, but Declarey, after failing
to respond, committed suicide.

He next recalled the case of Tom
Marshall. The Clays and the Marshalls
had been at feud for a long time. Tom,
according to General Clay, would not
fight when challenged to do so while
they were both fighting against the
Mexicans. Instead of agreeing to a
duel, Tom jumped into the river and
tried to drown himself.

It was during his campaign for con-
gress against WicklilTe that General
Clay had his bloodiest encounter, in
which his only weapon was a bowle
knife. He once told the story to a
newspaper man in these words:

"During the campaign WicklilTe in-

troduced my wife's name into one of
his speeches. I challenged him and
we lired at ten paces. Both of us
missed, and I raised my pistol up into
the air and demanded a second fire.
The seconds would not permit this and
we left the grounds without a recon-
ciliation or an apology on either side.

"Well, Wickliffe here had the worst of
the fight, and during the canvass for
congress I was making a very good
opposition to him, much to the disgust
of the proslavery party. He had a
handbill which he read during his
speech. We had our speeches together,
and when he brought out this bill I
always arose and asked if I might
interrupt him. He vfould jxilltely con-
sent, and I would then say the handbill
he had read was untrue and had been
proved so.

"The proslavery men got tired of
this, and they decided to kill me. They
sent for Sam Brown, who was one of
the most noted bullies in Kentucky. It
is said that he had had forty lights and
had never lost a battle. Brown came,
and he and Wickliffe. a fellow named
Jacob Aehton and Ben Wood, a police
bully, held a consultation at which they
loaded a pistol which Brown was to
use on me the next day. I knew noth-
ing of this, and I had not my dueling
pistol with me. I interrupted Wick-
liffe, as usual, and as I did so Brown
struck me with his umbrella and told
me that my statement was a lie.

"I saw at once that it meant fight,
and. when I recognized Brown I knew
it meant a fight to the death. I had a
long, sharp bowle knife in the breast
of my coat and I jerked this out. but
before I could strike. Brown's friends
grabbed my arms from behind and
hauled me back about fifteen feet from
Brown. Brown now pulled his re-

volver and told them to get out of the
way and let him kill me. The crowd
got back and I stood alone. Brown
had his pistol pointed at mo and I
started toward him. I could see him
looking along the barrel of the re-

volver. He took aim and waited until
he thought I was near enough to give
him a sure shot and then fired. I felt
the ball strike me in the breast and I
thought it had gone through me, and I
determined to kill him if I could before
I died. I came down on his head with
a tremendous blow of the bowie knife,
but did not split open the skull. I
struck him again and again and
stunned him so that he was not able
to fire. With one cut of the knife I
sliced his nose right in two. so that it
separated in the middle, and came out
as flat as a pancake. With another
blow I cut off his ear so that it hung
by a shred, and with a third I put out
his eye. The conspirators now seized
me and I w.vg struck with hickory
sticks and chairs.

"I broke loose from my captors and
again made for Brown, and they, to
keep him out of my way, picked him
up and threw him over a stone fence
about seven feet high, and this 'ended
the light. Though I was the assaulted
party, they afterward tried me for
mayhem, and at his trial Brown con-

fessed the conspiracy and Henry Clay
defended me. Of course I was not con-

victed."
Although General Clay never trav-

eled wlthotrfpa brace of pistols in his
satchel, his favorite weapon was a
bowie knife, which he always carried
concealed under his coat. During a
fight at a political meeting once he
was stabbed in the lung. He drew his
bowie knife and rushed upon a man
named Turner, who had been responsi- -

ble for the outbreak. The crowd got
out of his way and he found a clear
path to the 'man who had incited the
riot With a shout of anger, he plunged

e knife Into the man's abdomen., and

then, exclaiming "I die for my coun-
try," he fell fainting to the floor. He
was carried home, and for many days
hung between life and death. Upon
the day that he was able for the first
time to leave his bed the man whom
he had stabbed died.

CLEVER MRS. BURKE-ROCH- E

Loader of the Swell Xewport Set,
Who Driven u Kour-ln-han- d.

Driving four-in-han- the newest
form of diversion taken up by the
women of the Newport smarfset, has
become quite the fashion, the fair
dames of upper tendom vying with
each other in showing their skill with
the ribbons.

One of the cleverest of the whips is
Mrs. Burke-Boche- , who is said to have
been the first woman to apr-ft- r on
Newport's fashionable drive tooling a
four-in-han-

Mrs. Burke-Boch- e is one of the most
popular women in the exclusive cir-
cles of Newnort and.Xew.Xork. .She
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MliS. BVItKE-BOCE-

is the "daughter of Frank Work, for
many years a prominent broker and
turfman. Some years ago she married
the Hon. James Ibirke-Coeh- a son of
Lord Fermoy of Ireland. The mar-
riage was unhappy, however, and after
a few years the couple separated. Mrs.
Burke-Roch- e returning to her father's
home with her three children.

VORLD'S FAIR GATEWAY.

It Will ne Three Hundred Feet Lour
nnd Seventy Feet llifih.

Chief Designer Masqueray is engaged
on plans for the main gateway to the
Louisiana Purchase exposition, to be
held in St Louis, which will be at the
north end of the grand court. The
structure will be TO feet high. ".00 feet
long and 00 feet wiile, says the New-Yor- k

Tribune. It will be in the shape
of a capital U, with the open side to-

ward the Cascade gardens, at the oppo-

site end of the court The center of the
U will be a double colonnade of Doric
columns, coupled nnd surmounted by a
monumental architrave and attic. Vis-

itors to the fair will pass between the
columns to cuter the court.

The wings of the structure will be
given up to toilet, restaurant and other
conveniences. These wings will bo two
stories high, and on both floors there
will be concessions. The gate will cost
lietween ?30.(X0 and ?50,000.

Leo Sleeps.
Rest came, as to an infant tired with

play.
Most calm and sweet. Subllmer. the re-

pose
Of Leo than of other kinps whose sway

Loft murks of blood; for virtue's shin-
ing snows.

Falling through busy years, did him In-

vest
"With reverent distinction, such as frrows

Upon the eye when, lookins down the
west.

It sees one sunlit peak outsoar the rest.

A Hon he.-bu- t lamb steadfastly mild;
Fearless and patient through the har-

ried years;
Iltiw worn ho must have been! His love

endears
Him to tho world. That bier with honor

piled
Has EtUl a place for our deep grief, our

tears.
Sleep on. O Leo, even as a child.
Lawrence MacDonald Barsfleld In Pitts-

burg Dispatch.

Fleetrlelty the Future Medicine.
Klectricity will be the sole medicine

of the future, according to Mr. d'Arson-val- .

a well known savant of the Psy-
chological institute of Paris, says the
New York World. At a recent meeting
of the institute he made an exhaustive
address on" "The Action of Klectricity
Upon Human Beings." He showed that
electric treatment is excellent for cer-

tain maladies of the skin and that
electricity has a powerful effect on
microbes and accelerated circulation
and respiration without fatigue to the
person operated on. Moreover, what is
most important, he said it acta strong-
ly on cellular vitality.

Should Snr. but Didn't.ne I know your family doesn't like
me, but will you be my wife?

She Well, I should say not!
He (taken abackt Whew! That's

rather short
She I repeat I should say not, but

as a girl in love doesn't always say
what she should I'll say "yes." Phila-
delphia Press. - - :..

RUSSIA IN AFGHANISTAN

A Plan to Increase Her Influ-

ence In That Country.

FEIEKDLT ADVANCES TO AFGHANS

Dlatrunt of the Muscovite Said to
Ilave Acquired a Les Restrained
Acerbity Under Present Ameer's
Pulley Brilliant Move of Oar's
Agents to Obtain Representation at
the Afghan Capital.
Ac-ordin- to a late arrival from In-fli- u

with large trading connections In
the northern provinces, it is interesting
to notice how the Russians in spite of
their preoccupations in north China are
doing the utmost that lies in their pow-
er to permeate Afghanistan with their
Influence and subvert that hitherto ex-

ercised by Great Britain in the country,
says the Pall Mall Gazette.

Their opportunity undoubtedly camo
when death removed the Ameer Abdur-
rahman, who, jealous as he was ready,
to show himseLf of every fancied Brit-
ish encroachment, was nevertheless an,
inveterate opponent of the aggressive
power on his northern borders, whose
offers of amity he so well knew how to
estimate at their true value. When h'j
died the dread and hatred of the Rus-
sian to a great extent lost that vitality,
in Afghan policy with which it had al-
ways been inspired by Abdurrahman's
Intimate personal acquaintance with
the methods and aims of his former
jailers.

Consequently those points of discus-
sion with the Indian government which
were always subordinated to the su-
preme distrust entertained for the Mus-
covite have under his successor acquir-
ed a less restrained acerbity. Propor-
tionately, too, the increasing friendly;
advances by the Russians, to the Af-

ghan government in particular and tor

the people generally, have not of lato
encountered anything like the same un-

compromising attitude as in former
times.

Everywhere in the bazaars of India,
those mysterious receptacles of news,
there is talk at the present moment of:
increasingly strained relations between
the Indian government and the ameer.
And there is now little doubt in official
circles that the recent seizure and de-

tention of Colonel Yate was due to di-

rect inspiration from Kabul or that the
incident forms a very unpleasant indi-
cation of the disposition of the present
ameer toward the Indian government.

While this feeling of hostility baa
been developing fortune has proved sig-
nally favorable to Russian attempt
at closer intimacy. The recent increase
of famine in the northern districts oS
Afghanistan afforded an excellent op-

portunity, which the Russians have not
allowed to pass, of posing in the guiso
of generous benefactors of the people
in their hour of need.

They have thrown open their stores of
grain to the starving people and pro-

vided them with the necessities of Ufa
free of all charge. That such highly,
politic action will go unrewarded by a
corresponding inclination of Afghan:
sentiment Is highly improbable. The
gratitude of hungry men is not largely,
swayed by considerations of high policy
which they do not altogether under-
stand. And Russia may congratulate
herself on an achievement which ia
likely to bear excellent fruit.

But this is not ail she has len doing
In this direction. For some time she
has persistently endeavored to obtain;
representation at the Afghan capital.
Hitherto she has failed, but that by no
means implies an abandonment of the
attempt. Russia abandons noihimr.
The desire to establish a Russian em-

bassy in Kabul, apart from the suspi-
cion with which it was always regard-
ed by the late ameer and In a second-
hand fashion by his son. is a projevt
which I'ngland could never permit.
But that by hook or by crook her agents
should go to Kabul, whether otlicially,
accredited or not. Russia was fully

Accordingly she has s:t
about it in her own characteristic way.

Carefully selecting her men some
months ago. she sent them, to the num-le- r

of five, in the guise of ordinary
travelers through the country to the
capital. Here for a short time they,
wore placed under a sort of arrest It
was not long, however, before they ob-

tained their freedom. Their next bril-

liant move was to embrace Mohamme-
danism and become subjects of tho
ameer, after which no further restric-
tions were placed on their going and
coming among the Afghan people. They,
have approved themselves most sedu-
lous and devout followers of the proph-
et; and. with the judicious backing of
the Russian government to assist them,
this surreptitious crusade has been
prosecuted under the happiest auspices.

There is much, therefore, affecting
the present relations of India with Af-
ghanistan which in nowise can be said
to tend toward the continued mainte-
nance of the close connection which has
subsisted since Ixird Roberts marchetl
from Kabul to Kandahar and discov-
ered thousands of pounds in Russian
gold, even in those days a conspicuous
clement in Afghan poliUcs.

While the ameer Is, through his peo
pie, accepting Russian hospitality in tho
north and is himself admitting Rus- -

sians to residence in Kabul, he is ar
resting and imprisoning British officers
on the Indian border line. It is an un-

pleasant conjunction of circumstances
which cannot but presage n fresh de-

parture from the settled order of things
in this direction Which in so many,
parts of tho world has borne witness ofi

late to the instability of uman affairs.


