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we talk to children on a
that annoys them

call our attention to
pigeon on the roof giv-

ing food to its little one or some
coachman down in the street who is
abusing his horse. Sometime they
eren maliciously propose one of those
alarming questions that put the minds
of pu rents ou the rack; all this to di-re- rt

attention from the aliiitressing
topic. I fear that in the fai-- e of duty
we are big children, and when that is
the theme st-e- subterfuge to distract
OS.

The first sophism consists in asking
ourselves If there Is su-- a thing as
duty In the abstract, or if this word
does nt cover one of the numerous

of ur forefathers; for duty.
In truth. upoe liberty. anl the ques-
tion of liberty leads us Into metaphys-
ics. How can we talk of liberty so
long as this grave problem of free will
Is not sol veil? Theoretically there is
no objet-tio- n to this, and if life were a
theory and we were here to work out
a complete system of the universe it
would be altsurd to concern ounwlves
with duty until we bad clarified ' the
subject of Illtcrty. determined its eou-dltlon- s.

fitcd its limits.
But life Is not a theory.- - In this ques-

tion of practical morality, as in the
others. life has preceded- - hypothesis,
and there ls.no room to believe that
she ever yields It pla-e- . '.This lilsrty

relative. I admit.- - like everything we
are scqualnted with, for that matter
this duty whose existence wo question
1 none the less the basis of all the
judgments we pass upon ourselves and
oar fellow men. We hold each other
to s certain extent responsible for our
deeds and exploits.

The most ardent theorist, once out-
side of Lis theory, cot a whit
to approve or disapprove the acts of
others, to take measures against his
enemies, to appeal to the generosity
and justice of those he would dissuade
from an unworthy step. Hie can no
more rid himself of the notion of mor-
al obligation than of that of time or
pace, and 'as surely as we most re-

sign ourselves to walking before we
know to define this space through,
which we move and this time that
measures our movements, so surely
must we submit to moral obligation be-

fore having put our finger on Its deep
bidden roots. Moral law dominates
man whether be respects or defies it.
See bow Is In everyday life each
one is ready to cast bis stone at him
who neglects a plain duty even if he
allege that he has not yet arriwd at
philosophic certitude. Everybody will
say to him. and with excellent reason:
Sir. we are men before everything.

First play your part, do your duty as
citizen, father, so. After that you
shall return to the course of your med-

itations.'
However, let us be well understood.
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away from scrupulous research into
the foundations of morality. No
thought which leads men to concern
themselves once more with these grave
questions could be useless or indiffer-
ent. We simply challenge the thinker
to find a way to wait till be has un-
earthed these foundations before he
does an act of humanity, of honesty
or dishonesty, of valor or cowardice.
And most of all do we wish to formu-
late a reply for all the insincere who
have never tried to philosophise and for
ourselves when we would offer oar
state of philosophic doubt In Justifica-
tion of our practical omissions. From
the simple fact that we are men, be-

fore all theorizing, positive or negative,
about duty, we have the ieremptory
law to ondutt ourselves like men.
There is no getting out of it.

But he little knows the resources of
the human heart who counts on the
effect of such a reply. It matters not
that It is Itself unanswerable. It can-
not keep other questions from arising.
The emu of our pretexts for evading
duty is equal to the sum of the sands
of the sea or the stars of heaven.

We take refuge, then, behind duty
that is obscure, difficult, contradictory.
And these are certainly words to call
up painful memories. To le a man of
duty and to question one's route, grope
in the dark, feel oneself torn between
the contrary solicitations of ontlk ting
calls, or, agiiin, to face a duty gigantic,
overwhelming. leyond our strength
what is harder! And such things hap-
pen. We would neither deny nor con-
test the tragedy in certain situations or
the anguish of certain lives. And yet
duty rarely has to nutkc itself plain
across such confiictiii circumstances
r to be struck out from the tortured

mind like lightning from a storm
cloud. Such formidable shocks are ex-
ceptional. Well for us If we stand
stanch when they come: Hut If no one
is astonished that oaks are uprooted
by the whirlwind, that a wayfarer
stumbles at night on an unknown road
or that a soldier caught between vo
fires Is vanquished, no more should he
condemn without appeal those who
bave been worsted in almost superhu-
man moral conflicts. To succumb un-

der the force of numbers or obstacles
has never been counted a disgrace.

So my weapons are at the service of
those who intrench themselves behind
the Impregnable rampart of duty ill
defined, complicated or contradictory-Ba- t

It Is not that which occupies me
today; It la of plain I had almost said
easy doty that I wish to speak.

We have yearly three or four high
feast days and many ordinary ones.
There are likewise some very great and
dark combats to wase. but beside these
Is the multitude of plain and simple
duties. Now, while in the great en-
counters our equipment is generally
adequate, it Is precisely in the little
emergencies that we are found want-
ing. Without fear of being misled by
a paradoxical form of thought. I af-
firm, .then, that the easenrt.1 thtny U
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to fulfill our simple duties and exercise
elementary justice. In general, those
who lose their souls do so not because
they fall to rise to difficult duty, but
because they neglect to . perform that
which is simple. Let us illustrate this
truth.

He who tries to penetrate into the
humble underworld of society is not
slow to discover great misery, physical
and moral. And the closer he looks
the greater number of unfortunates
does he discover, till in the end this
assembly of the wretched appears to
him like a great black workl, in whose
presence the individual and bis means
of relief are reduced to helplessness.
It Is true that he feels impelled to run
to the succor of these unfortunates,
but at the same time be asks himself,
'What Is the use?" The case is cer-

tainly heartrending. Some, in despair,
end by doing nothing. They lack
neither pity nor good intention,. . but
these bear no fruit. They are wrong.
Often a man has not the means to do
good on a large scale, but that is not
a reason for failing to do ft at all. So
many people absolve themselves from
any action on the ground that there is
too much to do! They should be re-
called to simple duty, and this duty
In the case of which we speak is that
each one. according to his resources,
leisure and capacity, should create re-
lations for himself among the world's
disinherited. There are people who by
the exercise of a little good will have
succeeded in enrolling themselves
among the followers of ministers and
have ingratiated themselves with
princes. Why should you not succeed
In forming relations with the poor and
In making acquaintances among the
workers who lack somewhat the ne-

cessities of life? When a few families
are known, with their histories, their
antecedents and their difficulties, you
may Is? of the greatest use to thenl by
acting the part . of a brother with
the moral and material aid that Is
yours to give. It Is true you will have
attacked only one little corner, but
you will bave done what you could
and jierhaps have led' another, on to
follow you. In toad of stopping, at
the knowledge that much wretched-
ness, hatred, disunion and vice exist
in society you will bave introduced a
little good among these evils. And by
however slow degrees such kindness as
yours is emulated the good will sensi-
bly Increase and the evil diminish.
Even were you to remain alone in this
undertaking you would have the as-

surance that in fulfilling the duty,
plain as a child's; which offered itself
you were doing the only reasonable
thing. If you have felt it so. you have
found out one of the secrets of right
living. .

In its dreams man's ambition em-

braces vast limits, but it is rarely giv-
en us to achieve great things, and even
then a quick and sure success always
rests on a groundwork of patient prep-
aration. Fidelity in small things is at
the base of every great achievement.
We too often forget this, and yet no
truth needs more to be kept in mind,
particularly In the troubled eras of his-
tory and in the crises of individual life.
In shipwreck a splintered beam, an
oar, any scrap of wreckage, saves us.
On the tumbling waves of life, when
everything seems shattered to frag-
ments, let us not forget that a single
one of these poor bits may become our
plank of safety. To despise the rem-
nants is demoralization.

Ton are a ruined man. or yon are
stricken by a great bereavement, or.
again, you see the fruit of toilsome
years perish before your eyes. Ton
cannot rebuild your fortune, mise the
AA reeorer vomr lost toll UULiO.thfi
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face of the inevitable your arms drop.'1
Then you neglect to care for your per-
son, to keep your house, to guide your
children. All this Is pardonable, and
how easy to understand! But it is ex-
ceedingly dangerous. To fold one's
hands and let things take their course
Is to transform one evil Into worse.
You who think that you have nothing
left to lose will by that very thought
lose what you have. Oather up the
fragments that remain to you and keep
them with scrupulous care. In good
time this little that is yours will be
your consolation. effort made will
come to your relief, as the effort miss-
ed will turn against you. If nothing
but a branch is left for you to cling
to, cling to that branch, and if you
stand alone in defense of a losing cause
do not throw down your 'arms to join
the rout After the deluge a few sur
vivors repeopled the earth. The fu-
ture sometimes rests in a single life
as truly as life sometimes bangs by a
thread. For strength go to history and
nature. From the long travail of both
you will learn that failure and fortune
alike may come from the slightest
cause, that it is not wise to neglect
detail and, above all, that we must
know how to wait and to begin again.

In speaking of simple duty I cannot
help thinking, of military life and the
examples it offers to combatants in this
great struggle. He would little under-
stand liis soldier's duty who, the army
once beaten, should cease to brush his
garments, polish his rifle and observe
discipline. "But what would be the
use?" perhaps you ask. Are there not
various fashions of being vanquished?
Is it an indifferent matter to add to de-
feat discouragement, disorder and de-

moralization? No; It should never be
forgotten that the least display of en-

ergy In these terrible moments is a
sign of life and hope. At once every-
body feels that all is not lost .

During the disastrous retreat of 1813-1- 4,

In the heart, of the winter,, when It
had become almost impossible to pre-
sent an' sort of appearance, a general,
I know, not who, one morning present-
ed himself ' to Napoleon Jn full dress
and freshly shaved. Seeing him thus,
in the midst of the general demoraliza-
tion, as' elaborately attired as if for
parade, the eniperor said, "My general,
you are a brave man!"

Again, the plain duty la the near
duty. A very common weakness keeps
many people from finding what is near
tbem interesting; they see that only on
Its paltry side. The distant, on the
contrary, draws and fascinates tbem.
In this way a fabulous amount of good
will la wasted. Teople burn with ar-

dor for humanity, for the public good,
for righting distant wrongs; they walk
through life, their eyes fixed on mar-
velous sights along the horizon, tread-
ing meanwhile on the feet of passers-b- y

or jostling them without being
aware of their existence.

Strange infirmity, that keeps us from
seeing our fellows at our very doors!
People widely read and far traveled
are often not acquainted with their
fellow citizens, great or small. Their
lives depend upon the of
a multitude of beings whose lot re-

mains to tbem quite Indifferent. Not
those to whom they owe their knowl-
edge and culture, not their rulers nor
those who serve them and supply their
needs, have ever attracted their atten-
tion. That there Is Ingratitude or Im-

providence in not knowing one's work-
men, one's servants ell those. In short,
with whom one has Indispensable so-

cial relations this has never come Into
their minds. Others go much ' farther.
To certain wives - their husbands arej
strangers., and conversely. .There are

,
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Francis Ellington Leupp, who has been' appointed Indian commissioner,
held the same position under the Cleveland administration, but resigned in
1897. lie was born in New York in 1849 and was graduated from Williams
college In 1870 and from the Columbia I--aw school two years later.- - For a time
he was editor and part owner of the Syracuse Herald and since 1889 has been
In charge of the Washington bureau n the Xew York Evening Post.

parents who do " riot 'know' their chil-
dren; their development, their thoughts,
the dangers they run, the hopes they
cherish, are to them a closed book.
Many children do not know their par-
ents, have no suspicion of their diffi
culties and struggles, no conception of
their alms. And I am not speaking of
those piteously disordered homes
where all the relations are false, but
of honorable families. Only all these
people are greatly preoccupied; each
has his outside interest that fills all his
time. The distant duty very attrac-
tive, X don't deny claims them entire-
ly, and they are not conscious of the
duty hear at hand. I fear they will
have their trouble for their pains. Each
person's base of operations is the field
of his Immediate duty. Neglect this
field, and all you undertake at a dis-
tance Is compromised. First, then, be
of your own country, your own city,
your own home, your own church, your
own workshop; then, if you can, set out
from this to go beyond it. That 19 the
plain and natural order, and a man must
fortify himself with very bad reasons
to arrive at reversing it. At all events,
the result of so strange a confusion of
duties is that many people employ
their time in all sorts of affairs except
those in which we have a right to de-

mand It. Each Is occupied with some-
thing else than what concerns him, is
absent from bis post, Ignores his trade.
This is what complicates life. And it
would be so simple for each one to be
about his own matter.

Another form of simple duty. When
damage is done who should repair it?
He who did it. This Is Just, but it is
only theory, and the consequence of
following the theory would be the evil
in force until the malefactors were
found and bad offset it. But suppose
they are . not found, or suppose they
cannot or will not make amends?

The rain falls on your bead through
a hole in the roof or the wind- - blows
In at a broken window. Will you wait
to find the man who caused the mis-
chief? You would certainly think that
absurd. And yet such is often the prac-

tice. Children indignantly protest. "I
didn't put it there, and I shall not take
it away!" And mo6t men reason after
the same fashion. It is logic. But it
Is not the kind of logic that makes the
world move forward.

On the contrary, what we must learn
and what life repeats to us daily Is
that the injury done by one mast be
repaired by another. One tears down,
another builds up; one defaces, anoth
er restores; one stirs up quarrels, an-

other appeases tbem; one makes tears
to flow, another wipes them away; one
lives for evil doing, another dies for
the right. And in the workings of this
grievous law lies salvation. This also
is logic, but a logic of facts which
makes the logic of theories pale. The
conclusion of the matter is not doubt-
ful. A single hearted man draws it
thus: Given the evil, the great thing is
to make it good and to set about it on
the spot. Weil indeed if Messrs. the
Malefactors will contribute, to the rep-
aration, but experience warns us not
to count too much on their aid.

But, however simple duty may be,
there is still need of strength to do it
In what does this strength consist or
where is it found? One could scarcely
tire of asking. Duty is for man an
enemy and an intruder so long as it
appears as an appeal from without.
When it comes In through the door be
leaves by the window; when It blocks
up the windows he escapes by the roof.
The more plainly we see it coming the
more sorely we flee. . It is like those
police, representatives- - of public order
and official justice, whom an adroit
tbieX --succeeds in trading, . Alas, the

i

officer, though he 'finally collar the
thief, can only conduct him to the sta-
tion," not along the right road. Before
man Is able to accomplish his duty he
must fall into the Lands of another
power than that which says, "Do this,
do that; shun this, shun that, or else
bewaref

This Is an Interior power; it is love.
When a man hates his work or goes
about it with indifference all the forces
of earth cannot make him follow It
With enthusiasm, but he who loves his
office moves of himself; not only is it
needless to compel him, but it would
be impossible to turn him aside. And
this is true of everybody-- . The great
thing is to have felt the sanctity and
immortal beauty in our obscure desti-
ny; to have been led by a series of ex-

periences to love this life for its griefs
and its hopes; to love men for their
weakness and their greatness and to
belong to humanity through the heart,
the intelligence and the soul. Then an
unknown power takes possession of us,
as the wind of the sails of a ship, and
bears us toward pity and Justice and,
yielding to its irresistible impulse, we
say, "I cannot help it; something is
therei stronger than I." In so saying
the men of all times and places have
designated n power that is above hu-

manity, but which may dwell in men's
hearts. Aud everything truly lofty
within us appears to us as a manifes
tation of this mystery beyond. Noble
feelings, like great thoughts and deeds.
are things of Inspiration. When the
tree buds and bears fruit it is because
it draws vital forces from the soli and
receives light and warmth from the
sun. If, a man. In his humble sphere,
in the midst of the ignorance and faults
that are his inevitably, consecrates
himself sincerely to his task, it Is be
cause he is in contact with the eternal
source of goodness.' This central force
manifests itself under a thousand
forms. Sometimes it is indomitable
energy; sometimes winning tenderness;
sometimes the militant spirit . that
grasps and uproots the evil; sometimes
maternal solicitude, gathering to its
arms from the way 6ide where it was
perishing, some bruised and forgotten
life; sometimes the humble patience of
long research. AH that it touches bears
its seal, and the men it inspires know
that through it we live and have our
being. To serve it is their pleasure
and reward. They are satisfied to be
its Instruments, and they no longer
look at the outward glory of their of-

fice, well knowing that nothing Is great,
nothing small, but that our life and
our deeds are only of worth because of
the spirit which breathes through them.

(To be Continued Next Saturday.)

No sickly women or weak men will
ever regret taking Hollister's Rocky
Mountain Tea. It's brought happiness
to thousands. 35 cents, tea or tablets.
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Easy- and Dle&iant
to uf. Contains
no Injurious drug.

It is quickly ab-
sorbed.
once.

Gives Relief at HAY FEVEl
Cleanses the Nasal Passages. Allays in-

flammation. ,Heals and protects the
membrane. Restores the senses of Taste
and Smell. Lartre 50 cents at drutc- -
eiats or oy man iriaimall. ELY BROTHERS.
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Balling Poudor
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Now usod in over
2,000,000 homes

The Kimball
PiaivOe

The most popular piano of the
age. There are more of them
being used today, than of any
other make. The Kimball fac-

tories, seven in number, are
more than double the size of any
other similar institution, yet
cannot keep up with the demand
for this celebrated piano. They
are used and endorsed by the
greatest artists of the world. We
have sold hundreds of them in
the three cities. We have just
received a fresh shipment of
these pianof from the factories,
many now and handsome designs
of cases.

We handle the following re-
liable high grade pianos:

THE HALLET & DAVIS
Katabllnhrd la lS.Ci.

THE KURTZMAN
KMablUbed In JH-IS- .

M.SCHULZ COMPANY
KMtablUhed In JNOU.

WESER BROS.
KMlablUhed In 179.

VOUGH PIANO
Interf haniceable plteu piano.

HOBART M. CABLE
IjnkeMlde, Wfallury and lllnsr.

Wo will s;iv you from $." to
lluu on h piano, an wo arc o!Y'riiKspecial holiday pianos ami kdiiikpianos which have never Ix-a--

handled In this city nt
special Introductory prices. Call
and examine the pianos. '

BOWLBY'S,
1609-160- 9 1- -2 Second

Avenue.

Up Agin" a Good Thing
a man when he commences to
patronize the American Steam
Laundry. "The best laundry I ever
struck is what those who indulge
in a little slang would say. Cut
entre nous if you want your linen
as faultless as when you first
bought it. In color and finish, we
will guarantee to do It to your sat-
isfaction erery time. Careful hand-
ling and artistic work are among
our up-to-da- te methods.
AMERICAN bTEAM LAUNDRY.
Twelfth StieeC ea riftk ,


