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1Yo you Enow where he 18 ¥

“Certainly not."

“You have not seen him since yester-
day ™

“Xo, I have not.™

“Was Mr. Stanonton a healthy man®™

“Absolutely.™

“Did you ever kmow hlm 1™

..T\"_cvr .

Holmes popped a sheet of paper be-
fore the doctor's eyes. *“Then perhape
FYou will explain this receipted bill for
12 guineas paid by Mr. Godfrey Stausn-
ton Iast month to Dr Leslle Arm-
strong of Cambridge. 1 picked it out
from among the papers upon his desk.™

The doctor flushald with anger

“I o not feel that there is any reason
why 1 should render an explanation to
yon, Mr. Holme="*

Holmes replaced the LI in his note-
hook. “If you prefer a publie explana-
tlon, it mn:t come sooner or later.”
sald he. 1 have already tokl you that
I ean huash up that which others will be
bound to publish, and you would really
be wiser to take me into your com-
l’::vhl confidence ™

“I Enow nothing about 1t."

“MA you hear from Mr. Stauuton ia

London ¥

Certainly not.™

“IDear me, dear me — the postofMco
Again!” Holmes sighed wearlly “A
most urgeut telegram was dispatehed
to wou from London by Godfrey
Stannton at G150 yvestenday evening-a

telegram whichh s sndoubtedly assocl
ated with his disappearance—-and yet
you have not had ir. It 8 most enl-
pable. 1 shall certainly go down to
the office here and reglster n com-
plaint.”

Dir. Leslie Armstrong sprang up from
behimd his desk, and his dark face was
crimeon with fury.

“1"'11 trouble
house, =ir,™

yon to walk out of my
said he. “You ean tell your
employer, Lovd Mount-James, that I
do not wigh to have anything to dJdo
cither with him or with his agents.
No, not another word!” He ang
the bell fariously. “John, sbhow these
wentlemen out” A powpouns  butler
ushered us severely to the door, and
we  found in the street.
Holmes burst out langhing.

Dir, Leslie Armstrong is certaluly a
wan of energy and character,” =ald be
“I have not seen n man who, If he
turns his talents that way, was more
calealated to Hll the gap left by the
illustrions Moriarty. Aund wnow, my
poor Watson, here we are, stranded
and frlendless In this iohospitable
town, which we cannot leave withont
abandoning our case. This little inn
just opposite Armstrong’s bouse I3
singularly adapted to our needs ir
you woulkl engage a front room and
purchase the necessarles for the night
1 may huvc time to make a few In
guiries’

These fow Inqn{nm proved, however,
to be a more lengthy proceeding than
Holmes had imagioed, for he dil oot
retura to the inn until nearly 9 o'clock.
e was pale and defected, staluned with

wir

onrselves

dust, and exbausted with buuger and
fatigue. A ecold supper wag ready up-
on the table, and when bis needs were
satisfied and his pipe alight he was
ready to take that balf comic and
wholly philosephie view which was

natural to bim when his affalrs were
going awry. The sound of carriage
wheels eaused him to rise and glance

out of the window A brougham aud
piair of grayvs stowl before the doctor's
door,

“It's been out three bours™ raid

“Riurted zt 6:30, nnd here it
is back again. That gives a radius ot
ten or twelve miles, and bhe does it
once or sometimes twice a day.”

“No unusunl thing for a doctor
practice’”

“But Armstrong is not really a doo
tor in practice, He is a lecturer and
a consultant, but he does wnot care for
general practiee, which distracts hlm
from his Hterary work, Why, then
he make these long Jouropeys,
which must be exceedingly Irksome to
Lim, and who s It that bhe visits:"

*His conchman®

“My dear Watson., can you deuabt
that it was to him that I first applied?
I do not kpow whether it cuowe from
his own lonute depravity or from the
but e was
rude enough to set a dog at me.  Nel
ther dog nor mean Hked tise look of my

Holmes

in

'l'u‘:-i

stivk, bowever, amnd the watter [ell
thirvugh All that I have learned 1
got from & friendly native o the
yard of our own Inu. It was be who

told e of the doctor's bhabits and of
hils dally jJourney. At that lnstant, o
give poiut to bis words, the carringe
came round to the door.”

“Could you not follow 1t¥"

“Excellent, Watson! You are scio-
tillating this evening The idea did
eross my mind., There (8, a8 you may
have observed, a bicycle shop next to
our inn. Ioto this I rushed, engaged a
bicyele and was able to get staried be
fore the carrfuge was quite out of
wight. 1 rapidly overtook I, and then,
kecping at a discrest distance of a hun
dred yards or so, I followed lts lights
until we were clear of the town. We
had got well out on the country roaid
when a somewhat mortifylng Incklent
occurred. The carriage stopped, Lhe
doctor alighted, walked swifily back to
where 1 had bhalted and told me ln an
excellent sardonic fashlon that he fear-
ed the roaad was parrow sud that be
boped his carriage did not lmpede the
passage of wy bleycle., Nothing could
bave been more adwmirable than hls
way of putting it. 1 at once rode past

the carriage, and, keeplug to the main
road,

I went on for a few misep and




